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Ge; i-r.-.l P'>*' fIffice 


To Sir F. Hi-rtio 


5 



S I Liberian DcsrelopaiODt 
C on j|tJtiy 


$2 To (3 inter* l Pofli Off! en. 


.Vliiy 24 1 iSu, (kUe cotnenmicatioii with AlihJirwia, Traua- 
ruifA list ter frnia Liverponl dumber of 
Contra,irc'(i f (heir African Tmde 

St'ction I 'omtnilh^ CUinot ueciin' gtinriud'tiX’ 
ankgdfnr ,, 


9S Cmunil Wallia 


Consul U'allia 


97 I HK 


n Apr. J&, 

CniifldeutdaJ. 


9A' T& M. Gambon *, ,» Mky 27, 


27 1, 

idendaJ 


80 

.Ccmfiifrmbi) 


I at 

Cm?f' Ion tul 


M H 

CDitftdeuiifll 


Cable cxntnnittiiCalioij wish Monrovia. live- 
Ertriirrantion 4flkod: for in Ntiu W.. .. 99 

Cniiwof H Dw*rf.” Aceomil or. Tmrismjtj* 
Htatwncnla by Tmde A pent* rut to -hit*, of 
country t also rt-ptjrl from Ai r. Aorki: of 
fi^ht ajkI murder of a Chief [mt No. 1 ST).. '^9 

Dfed h dn^ Coftcetedoiw (jri Hii-er Tann, liefer^ 
to Nra 3HJ*. Conciirtt [i, pnopoijedoXieJlaiijre 
of notefl (aeo Nw 111 and 1SS),, . T 10S* 

fabL- KruoiEiiiuVttlon wHtli Monro via, Kt-rer* 

K> No. iTA. rnmainitfl letter fmm and 
reporia snterrkw iviih Mr. Jamison 
atittn^ African PinH't Telegnph Oarepoiny 
are wtlliojr to midortuke at onts k with 
guarantiH- of l t 0 tMl/. per UDfflffl fen 1 ton 
^ r< - + .. .. 10S 

Cnblo eotiituilnicatioii with MmirOvi*. Ho- 
portii vjstt r?f fonitor Gertnan GrjniSu^ with 
expert erttfiawr on apdeial iQlsai™ c,nit- 
iivctod With .. ,. „ .. m 

Opjrttbns of Liberian Rubber CorptmuioB. 
Irmtamitg ootnparattvo Tublu of rubber 
eifKirts for Hist St* mctithu of 19B8 an ti 
1 El 07. Duacribftt progrras in (mo No. 1 ] 7) 109 

Angfe-Liberias frontier, Refers to No. 52. 
rratumiLa COiTMranjdesuW reirooctini? 
datnagt, tldnfl by Liboriau troop a (mjo 


n To Coiuut WailLj 


99 To Colonial Offleo .. 


iOO To Admiralty 


101 I To t Wl Willis 14 Tel Justo i, 


102 Sir F. Jh-rHe „ 10 


10* To Consul Wall m .. jtq 


Libenan frontier, Situation tn KLini ootmtrv. 
Tkoq«qito Nl, T 8 . h il true Liberiui 
Governnieiit Inns granted French riurhl of 
poiioi eg ? (He Kos. 99 and 107*) , r 110 

l,ib,TL(infrontier, aituatiosi inKisuifrujuiir- 
[tofern ic> .S« L 7f. luforma of No. JW .. ]I7 

G un.h< -at f or f j borsa t Aakss for detail* ns to 
co^t. Informs of aecupEance- by Liberian 
irovernmoui of Ilk Majesty’s (iow-m- 
mint's nonditioiiB. Would liku oBicOra 
engn^.l fnr(«Lv New, tl?7 and 108) „ [17 

Ari^]o-f,ilx,.|ri,in frontier. Ri-fers to No, 97 , 

To ur^u l.ibeniin Gororbment to with¬ 
draw troopa [uiUMiJInloly, and report on 

[v-sul: iff action nikon oil No. 7» fso,. 

No*. ISO and 144) „ ' llJ; , 

Anglo-Lik'rian frontier. NE^Of-LaJto Chact 
dolLmiUdoik Action of French ■udwritta 
■ nl }W esttnwt from report 

-'.i' ■ Ir, A. L, H. Clarke nf OOdremeitiLin 

v. ir i M. IJjngrr renpootiug \V«. iae 

and,17 > « ■■ .. .. m 

, Affairs ol Liberia, To itJorra Prcsi Ji-o I 
liar clay Din Majoatv’s Govemtitent w|fr 
Le happy to nVeire him artd dtscvss, it In- 
La cousinp to Kngtaod fjoe No. lil t E j 


[ 1778 ] 
































TAIiUt OF O0N'TK>'TB r 



)Vr* 


SlitUVCT. 


No.- 


JSq. 


Nariit-v 


lOi I CostauJ Wallin 


May 23, 11*07 


„, S 4 Tel. | June 3 ., 


100 Sir n. JohimtOD 


107 ■ To Admiralty 


M»y $t, 


iJllOO T$ k 


109 Admiralty . . 


110 Mttifra. Elder* Dutup .. 

htii L J, and Co. 

111 To Consul Wallin .. 17 TdL 


16 Tel. 


113 Treasury 


IN M, Gambon 


H0 Admiralty,, 


l J € . Sir I-'- Sortie 


117 To Cuniul Wallis 21 


Pfi.-EiV.ti irtK'pfi on North Liburitu fid&Lior, 

Repi uta movements dL French diinunria- 
ti«» of Mr- Lama*. and dDploiable oondi- 
titwi of interior (.bm No. 12i) .. Ill* 

Gun-boat for Liberia, Ftoiurt 0 - Nw. 97. Is 
recruit dig natives discharged ftom Wrbistl 
men - of - war With good character* for 
Libcniati atw iEnpowW? Will complaio 
negotiation* in Urt item next mouth (boo 
N o*. li>7 .. *, , 120 

Liberian frontier. Kuplam* how wmn^ im- 
preraurtii e-n LkHiteij.'iit DbUhiUb* mind# 
reported in No. 79, *rw, UiriikeJjy 
Liberia wotiM over giant France right of 
pdiiciafE ,, »- 4+ 120 

G mi-boat for Liberia. Refers to No, UKh 
TranjEnll* No. EOS. Would it h»-fx-jisiKlf 
to 8»gnge crew at Bermuda? If nf>L, 
wh*t would Iw coot of on gaging ftrew in 
K’^luml, with pa&iajgci out and DOrno (bOo 
No, U6) .> +. .. Ill 

ljuri-lH»t for Liberia Retoni tu So. 100 , 

A*ke for furtl»r informfitkiii u-sca^ry 
before Lloyd’s o*Et quote terms of ins-ure 
anCD, Refuti to Nos, 15, 1 It, and 134 .. 121. 

Viaii of His Majesty'll whip "Mutine" to 
Ubman coait, dUtewiTiatnwtioi is include 
defr-nri insrinn of IQCMathom fine off 
and Tortugal *. .. It? 

Open ports on the Kmo Coast, Grand Ce.ie 
bettor than Qamwi (eOe No. 11.9) .. 132 

Frauoo-Li borinn f tout inr. Refer* to So. 103, 

To inform I'reflidCtrt of Liberia confi¬ 
dentially of JHtlp««d OObfeKmoe in London 
raspucliog^WC So. 158) -. 123 

Gun-boat for UUtji, Kefcr> to No. 100. 

Ask* fur information W rOftBOHtod id 

No, 106 {«* No, 1Z3).. ,, m 

Eirnnaeo of dH Inuring Afiglo-Liberm'i bouu- 
dstry, UK)2-a. Cun not aaankncu In iu- 
dvliniti' postponement of- Instalments an 
aoeouiil of- Asks for information a* to 
expend rtf " Alert " {xc No, 122) , , Iv3 

DrcduiitR CoiiCMiinus cm Itivur Tauq, Note 
ay n^TMd npuEi Jia Sl3. IeS* (.see So. 123).. ..i 1 ?! 

GoS'hcAt for Liberia. Refers to So. iOT, 

Crew to navigate “ Alert" from Bermuda 
to Africa lnuHtlx! Urilieh. Cost, iaeludiu^ 
[tV’-.ik' ,:; out and homo, oat limited n,r 5,170/, 

(Mi* No- 123) „ ,. ,, 1J4 

Moasnimg topanub Chief DonnA. Refem to 
No. TrttnjuitH unto from Froueh 
Govertmieut, CoTerno^enemt of 

tVccuih \Vo*t Africa id lostmetod to rop Tt 

(fee Nos, 119 ud 18S) M ,, ci4 

I'lTLiFpiicL* uf Libes iaci Ifubbor Corpora tioit, 
lief ere to No. y&. ciir □, Johns ton i&ur- 
prised to boar Europefci foreatori’ CnO^^ 
ment* are hompBrod bf aberiglnql Clilr-fji, 

Trt WPd copcreto luatineofl' .. ri laik 


_V'.v- 




v 





11S ! To Sir A. Jonoi* 


113 Sir F. Bento 


120 Consul Wolti* 


Juno SO, 1307 


26 Tol. 


1 S3 To Treasury 


] To M. Cambou 


124 To Adniimfiy 


m To il. Cam bon 


W SttIJr' 27, 


Juno 3-L 


126 I To Mr. Luter 


2» 3«, 


127 . To OdosfaJ Office 


123 Cftniul j| | i i ^ 


: 29 To Colonial office 


Sufidentiali JnJy S, 


29 TeL 


^t'NJV.il7. 


Of™ jKarta oil Kroo CouH. Hofohi to 
Sft Iff), Tnuyanitn Jim of prwmt part* 

uj miry into Liberia, Will Liverpool and 
Manehmter Chautl^ri of CWiaorc-o suh- 
sonbo iocable to Monrovia t ,,! 

1 Mpfiiures to ptrniah Chief Donna, to 

J 11 - | 1S ' TraomaitB fqrtW totter from 
Fiebon, stating French troops have 
*™ rtrifvpy) juju i^, trosH tlic &[afinti*(see 
IH) ,, Ht " 

Sitoatinn on Liberian rr-initiar, RE'fefB to 
No, 101. Trrvjps are bimig witlidmwn 
afler tiejzatijitkms riixv February, Fike 
reperfn from Mr, IxitiUii kspt 1 Liberian 
Govecmnent ignonot of <stuatton (seo 

No -m) 

AJfaira Of LiborUi, Refer* to ^o, i<5 t 

further detmeln 


J’JEpmwhs of dsJimitfcng Anglo-Ljberinti buim- 
dftrj 1 , ttotora to No. III. fmmediate 
impoaable, asOouBiiit Wallis is 
Coming to England ott leave, Ha will bo 
ccrwuJtod ns to saffitemeot with Liberia 
and payment tor ■■ Alert" .. ., IS? 

Dredging Gobceooioiu of Ri^er Tano, Soto 
as agreed upon En No, 03*. Heto rH to 
***■ 1J + .. , ,| 3 23 

Guti-iioat for Liberia, Retore to Nlw. 103 
find UA Admin I ty suegeati-OM iti L> 

Crew for conveyed (o Liberian Govern, 
memt, ftirlhor mformatiun will foilow' ES3 

Fiends troopa on North Liberian frontier. 
CoMinll.ideates Hilbistance of No, 10J. 

Refora to No, 7f>, D«tination of French 
troop not clear. May offlear in cotnmiud 
lie iJiittmctod rmt to approach British 

poato ? (BCD No. I3LI) .. .,3 23 

AETaini of Liberia, Refers to No. 10S. Ajj, 
pn»M in pririLitpJti Mr. {'larkrt’H pmntwfll. 

1 topee Liberian FreeidHil'f viart to 
Krigfaud may afford i ippurtunity for 
urging adaption of reforms. To ftsifc 
I’Tuncii Governmuut if they will iciin Ilia 
Majesty h Government in pressing rg- 
| f03fm (tee Noe. 127 and 137 q) ]2b 

Liberia and it* relations lieightosttrinp 1 
countries. TnanaHlits. Nos, 92* n !*j, Ida, 
uisiJ 12^, Suggests Govejiinr Of Sierra. 

Loone ahonld gnly E.vi told wbalo qHistkm 
is under conaldcratEoin, and sfolru ^ihj ; 
ebrnjid bp cuaifltaim.*d No, 19B) .. i g.i 

Gun-bdei for Lihoria. Retor* to N-- M3. 

Would L-* l glad &t reply (i.h Certairi iwirttJ' . 
in aomioction with crow l>v 9tJi ijj&tanr 
(see No. 131) „ ., i:{o 

Maawiro* to punish C3ik‘f Dotma. Refci i to 
No, H.L- 1 . I'miiMiuT^ N'n. ] RfiriuesLa 
obei'm-ations on French Gowmim'iiiV in-, 
ptnieriona to llowrtjrjir-fieitfrsl uf West 
Africa (see Nu, M3) .* , ign 























TABLK OF CONTESTS. 



ftipJEOT. 


i30 Sir A. Jems* 


■I uni Jf. IW 


Cable commwnwjni3Qti wiih Monrovia. Cannot 
jret Urwfool Chamber of Commereo to 

l i i_ j _.. _ _.__,-w ..r rW.i. 


liJ] To Oct^u I IS" 


13if Tu M. Ca uit«i ii 


I S3 Tu Sir A. Jvltt* 


134 Colorual Olfkv 


i&fi 'fu Sir b\ Itertio 


J3G Sir F, Bertb 


137 M- Gvubciii 


let*) -Inly ft. 


I 37a tfemonindjiiu by 
C&mbon 


I 37 d Consul Wallth 


U. I 


43 Juilu K\ 
r’onlidimllrd 


33 July 3, 
Confident!*! 


13.S Cslltmiwl Off!to 


139 M.-Gooffray 


H'D TV. Consul M'ulliw f ■ <• 


STSf STvSSTK. 

loiter SEld plan -» *► JL 

Gun-boat Tor Liberia, Re*«* to No. S2& 
QiMjfitiuii of potty officer* tail! wait tilt 
Qjnticl WalJir a rrivaL 0 th™ ufflMtgwwitfl 
proceeding .. * * ■ * ’ * j 13 

French IfnqM SB Auglo-Liberian fruOlierr, 
Tra&nnftg substance of No. ISO*. *< 

Cable (yiauntmication with Monrovia^ Port* 

uf entry into Liberia, Rofeirs lo No- 130. 

Land cable 1JI old* oF the qu&stioii. Hopti 
tu hear fctfn about port* of entry - ■ ti! “ 

Onblti cuLumnnicalion th Monrovia. I 
IHLb- htterf from Governor frObyB anti 
Liverpool Chamber Of CamniOTW. Ut-fe** 
to No. 74.- 133 


!o punish Ohiuf Donna. to 

Nh Ilf, To sinrewt to L-’roncli t#OTTom- 

Ubunt noocratlj' of (b’ftnmg of (see No. 13£) 13S 

Measure* to winiah Chief Donna. R^feira to 
• No. I-83. TranHuiEUwyol note addtawed 
tu French Go' cm meat respecting* in me 
of Foreign Office cU'.Mpalflli whirred to + , 1BS 

AnKlo-LilhrLinan'l Fnviifiu-Liberian Iron tiers. 

Rafcrn I*'- Nfl. 79. Fruncb OoTAfflubt 
will bu iuippy to cammnnicata Fnmco 
Liberian Agree jpbD'L, toad receive Ajiglo- 
Libfriejj Agreement is exchange (s* 

No. 140) *. ■■ - ■* ,a4 

Liberian front*** Mgotiatwiil. French tio- 
v C inmi‘ftt tAtmOl Lake partita as wgpWEea 
by Air. Lintor in accordance With No, lift 
(hsej No*. 1&0 aud lW) ■- 3 ' iiA 

^rauprtfling hy Elder* Dempster, 

anil Co, an Liberia, Transmit report by 
Mr- Liioont M^pocting -* -* 

Liberian Frontier. Situation In Kissi country. 

Refers to Na 9& President state* French 
linvii never boon granted rigid of policing 
(BOO Nou lrS7) F . ■+ ■■ , !511 " 

AjsjFEu-Libi'riiin. frontier troubiud. Before, 
to Ntn*. I \ I (Hid l i7. Trausmilii dBBpacdiH 
fftKin Governor of Sierra hetmii rtS[x?ctiiig, 
nWi telegmipldc Con^pcwdenoe. AgP:iS" 
iliit-L corrL^pODdetice irjflotfod lei Nu. IS? 
mfauul<3 not bo ooiBumulcftted tn Govamor i 
Frobyil H vinssuut .« ♦* — ^ 

Liberian rromier. Hitunlion in Ki*si country. 

Refers to No liu. Inal ruction* to AJ. 
EiouiiHi n.’St’wed), tbut French troops should 
itot firows Alrtdniui ((toe Nc*. lift) 

AiirIh - Uborktl and FrataXi-Liborinii FfOII- 
Uar*. InfotlflflJt of aubHtiuw nf No. 137. 

To in,mipuiILilwrl«nf!ttTenLHifciii ba* any 
objection to 1114 Mujeity's Uoveromum 
euuLmunicnting AnglQ'Li berius Agreement j 
toFnmeh Governnwot > ■ 


. 

• ■ 






tablis of coNTm^mi. 



Sl'iujudt. 


141 (MaMOU ..Um-W At* J. MH O Prenol oort™ a,*™ o» 

tileGunbur-Semwil i . .m*n..nr 'i'..^...:... 


, 


34! Tu Acting Courjul Telegraphic 

Ring 


141 Ci^lusial Officp> 


I'cmfideiitiii 


1*1 Tu ^ Acting Consul Tologrephic 


US To CeiouW Office „ 


14 9 Aci mg CombI Ring.. TdejfTupbi 


no To M. Otaabsa 


I Vp, *. c (JS reiicn uu^totiiii slsiiioiia o& 

CieGaiuLiA-Senegal bennibri-. Trauetqitg 
free,; Governor of CJimbf*. SUting 
I loctKtfey jmd DiiiUm ?Hry mpH* 

GIOBaly, French GovetiwrArencrftl rc* 
SOfvod tUobCafa flaiubii (Se=^ No. 146) ., 14 

Aqgln-LilMriM frontier. Traeunite corre 
xpofldcnce with Governor ,.f Hierrn l.rono 
Kapucfwg lioninx proceeding, ibowing he 
hot ubiywl uurdera tu wjtJidraw frgan 
frontier. SuireT 4 ^Lj 5 UbviaaCovernmciLt'n 
uuntmit should ubtnised before invests if 
Lomui (see No. Ml) .. h i 

M iw*upwr to pnohh Chief Dcmu. KoIbi* tu 
No. IiftJ. Tiuamita aorrmpondtoto witli 
hn?m> Lcqcid atiOmnlit^ Kbowing Rrwieb 
Gm.iii.-L niithwititw have nut vitei! is uo- 
tNGJXjU'Jui! with M. Cianibos's a^uraticefi, 
rojiiw(-,s to *uf])r.,ii(! fjtjsitLve measures 
Uh[«s ppnttt give* further trouble (*» 

Nu till) ,, 14^ 

’ T i 

Anglo-Liberian frunrii-r, ReJara t<J ^a. 10L 

Tratminife tefogcaru from Goraraor of 
Shjito Lmuu reporting disturlaiito cmwi 
by end meoRnrao to be t *bm against 
iJCUtcsost Loermi, To ltr g L , LiberiiUi Go- | 

vcrssiEint Strungty tu gr 4 nt Governor 
auUiOnly to arrest f^Jims (see Nos. 147 
*bAU9} .. .. v .. m 

AnKk.dhUTiaE, fiunticr. Refers to, No. 14S. 

1 otiLsm ite telegram from Governor of 
Sierra Leoto respceUng Ltmiax" move- 
with E'onjuiejHit syj to Evident of 
Lihi.ruTsiinJ IVest African Frontier Force's 
ntmildu Own Nos. 131 and 113), . 155 

Fresdi ciL^orna sritions on Sosegal-Gaiubia 
fnntier* Tramimjtd despatch from Qa- 
vernor of f5*nsbln reporting uhnutioa of 
a.uuoA i%h amukkukh] by F^nsoch owiei^ to 
os pi 'Use and salUfoqnetit emigration. IL j f ars 
WWH 1 .* «. Tr .. Jfr | 

Atjlu-Literias fnxnier. Rotfora to Nu. 144 . 

To JL^teclaiu : Ijiuiias Ii as been ai'iijo-ijited 
to another dUtrict, mid, if so. which 
tlix I f I CL 1 0 prtsH for i Lstau t nsui!, if it i s 
imyolmre un Si.^irii Luono frontier ,, ij[ 

Ml i ™rex w pantsh Chief Domm. Cojieura 
in mgg£»(( lW in No. 141 Suggests Gu- 
veriior of Sierra f^me should bo UiKtructrd 

rlitii jjU H-,'vdpi f g H nguisgt Chief Bonrii <> n . 
i-iiling Btiliiihi trnu|is crowing the Mnitntln 
nm he 1 ji 11 .furtj.troa witEiuni wfer- 
t<J Culoaial OHw (see No. 154) „ i r ^ 

Anglo-Libtii-LHi frontier. Refers to Nn. U| 
iTiSidimt ndiissfl Gm-umor of S 1 e i jth 
nntlionty. FfEu mov-ummiK L«t duvofon- 
tneute of Ijouux iucidunt ,. ,, 153 

Liberian Fmatwir ne^oilati 0|Va . |R,^ rt , ts 
doci-n-n in No. 137 a ffope* i*> enc fi r^. 

TomtHot will s.jttlo tfiidr franlier. if 
tjicy caiiDuL senrt 11 J Euprusi-ntiiti 11 • u K ,*t 

I ntsidoni in l*OEwkua H h .. 1 A!> 


[f77.s. 
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TA&Lt OT COST K NTS, 




Mump. 


frontier, L.muiennnl Ixfflwx* 
H'WtrtcUEun. llufiprs 10 No, 1+5. Ai iusg 
Consul *t Monrovia instructed to aiwormin 
f*ci«. u to IhiberiMi Ctovermnenfa attitude. 
(annOtuEpTCHn (fctfltftc opinion an dial. Of 
West African Fniurier Fom- >-1 (*'■£■ 
NhiW 

Prestdotit of [ihnria'A visit to Ragland. 
TfAlttUlite MeEnOrafldlim by Mr. Citrke, 
scoring Forth linn nf nepiituticm. I're- 
auratoi Cokmiat Office will wi*h to be 
represented .„ 

of ivlTair> 3 is Kauri: LaIuhi district 
^1 Iberia}. TrwfMnEta ocrri^polii»MttCfl cona- 
ammUnie' : by Oovemar of Sierra tjncuw 
rHflptcimjf. Rtfw-n to No, 145.. 

Muiutire* to punhih Chief Puunu. Ri'fr./M to 
No. H6. Traiuffllit* despatch to UowraOF 
of Sktf; i Leone Limtoueting' IlLeu _ report 
wity further aotion tn- iilp, y desire before 
tatting Snoop* crow Maliniift ., ,, 

Account of interview with Pnfejdcbt liar clay 
At poling, ItoJonms accepted by PresidwH 
(sue No. 154} .. * » 

Mr. Clarke 1 « fnierww with hSnL Accept 
No, 156 a» correct iteotmt «'f .. * ■ 

Franco-1 ilbcrian frontier ticgoliotions- Lrgfs 
JILm Mnifty's (lovernmonl should he con¬ 
sulted. RxpkUra iniportaliuo "F Wcstore 
liboria urn becoming Frundl. Fti-iion to 
No. 1&7 c (iseo So Iff}) .. 

. 

Fttncu-Uberiu fttmtier negotiationa. Ti 
enprew 1 tn French OovtHTunHoi ike hope 
Lh.it coiirrt’ of Mokotia =iti4 MoLi Rivera 
will ho snudi. 1 frontier in France-!.iberiaii 
negijfcMIlkwj*. Itofere to Si 1 *. T7 and 1 

Fraiioo-Liberuji fruotk*r Migutkirioiitt, Tr&ntk 
mil* St'r 156- To explain to Frrdch Go- 
viTniiii-tit rfttAQrtH- fnr n&n - inteifeicilOf 
hitherto, and de-draldEily of Frandh Lender 
jjoC .coining aOMth the Mnkmia. RaferU 

to So. 156 (nee- No. HS) , ► 

Jibermti [ranlier, ifitmtisn Ui Kbr<l CQBTU-TY, 
Reform. to No. l&U. French ore kocying 
rigidly to tine Madnliu Limit ns requeatiM, 
thus even iliAiLdoning; territory pm [Misty 
Krenfil! .. . ■ .. 

Anglo-Liberian frontier, Reports canvuran- 
<i„u «ilh M. Cumlxm. oraphnaztog import¬ 
ance of Fruiiflih froaitier not coming wuth 
of M a bona River Lb id w eg •* 

Franco - F iLlw-riai. frontL^ir nogirtiistiudfi. 
Transmits Msittiorapcluns cumrnuiiiraied to 
If. Lotibi in Accordance with hutnactioBB 
ill No. 150. A iiglo-French Agruomeul haw 
bet'Ji digued, tmei’ by it froiiticJ nmfi along 
voqth bank of Matorni, A MranoreadtiM 
nMjt-icELng sitimMoia will be comcirmicited 
tpy French ■GoTcrrmH'n.t ,« , . 


To Coiiiniil Office 


ColOnkL Office 


jlmi.iuMnliini by Mr, 
Ulitrfco 


Pmridint Hardaj 


Oidcminl Office 


To Sir F. Bertie 


M. G#offrmy 


To Sir F. iicrtio 


Sir F, Bertie 


it 

Afrie* 



ft 



tfl4 


Mr. Lister 


145 


146 


ifi? 


166 


169 


170 


Colonial t>FSc«i 


10 01 


40 


S,- , | j ( 150 1 ^riplilpn oi the M.itw KJver. LiU-runj 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Further Correspondence respecting West Africa. 


Part IX. 


[43475] 


No. 1 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


1 A « *««> Secretary Sir E. Qrcj to tmift cojfjf . 

Memorandum, which Us been communicated, to this Department by Sir ]L Johnston 
respecting the proposed construe! ion of a special cable to fttonjovia.* 

There u no doubt that it would bo very deaim bio to have direct telcuraphio 
wramumcution between this Department And His Majesty a Consulate at Monrovia 
the debys and uncertainties which at present attend ^rrcspondeuce by 
^nlKl *3°* emeto&Y inconvcniGni !n these cijimstoneca Jir li£ 
l T™ L ' " f t0 t1lD J f 3 ? h Commissioners of OLs Majesty^ Treasury for 
th ° W* 4 * * 0r a P 01 ^ of tm years towards the guarantee which is 

requar^ by tho African,Direct Telegraph Company for the carrying out of the scheme 
if the Earl of Elgin would on his side contribute a similar sum. * 

Sir L Grey understands that your DopartinSnt would not ho indisposed to aoree 
to such a course, the necessary funds being found by Sierra Leone. 1 a 

He would be glad to know whether such is the case, ay, in that event, he would 
have an immediate application on the subject made to the Treasury. 

I am, &c, 

(S igned) E RIC BA U It IXGTQN. 


[339J 


Xo, 2. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office. — {Received January 1.) 


the Q Ut f hy ie EarI . of blgin to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from 
the Governor of Sierra Leone. in which he raises the question ef gitW publicity to it 
notice respecting the right* of (lie Liberian Rubber Corporation, ivhlcri he ™ n',Lstod 

Ehcrfan frontic! H CoitSQl at UoT1 ™ vil1 to havc distributed along the Anglo- 

r 2 W* *58? rf Mr, IVobyift despatch of the 12th June last was inclosed in the letter 
bom this Office of the 31st July, and A copy of ihe notice referred to is inclosed 
h erewi th for conven i eace of refereu ec. 

the 9CCOl,d flF yon letter nf the J5th September that 

i-rLitr im p C ™* n *™ of th f D h ,1 “ l>il that the only clause* of the Concession 
granted to the Rubber Corporation winch infringe the Anglo-Liberian Treaty of ms 

TJtTn S™"*™* ^ L ' KC I 1 * 1 ™ rL ^ bt f expoi-timr rubber. It appears further from dm 
aacoceding paragraphs of the same letter that this difficulty could be met by the 

* See Fart VIII t Na 122, 


[1778] 
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adoption of a simple device, and that Sir 15. Grey proposed shortly to press this device 
upon ilie Corporation if they did not in the meantime adopt it spontaneously. 

4, If tl ie device referred to has been adopted* it would seem that the fears 
expressed by Mr, Probyn in the despatch of which a copy is inclosed herewith as to the 
difficulties involved by officially publishing the notice are not well founded. There is, 
on the other hand, much to be gained by affording the Sierra Leone traders, whose 
interests arc being seriously affected by the action of the Liberian (Government with 
regard to the Lade in rubber^ full info relation, such a* the publication of the notices 
would give, as to the regulations with which they are required to Comply if i hey wish to 
carry on their operations in Liberia without interference. If* therefore* the position of 
the Corporation baa been regularized in the manner suggested in your letter of the 
£th September, Lord Elgin would propose, with Sir E. Grey’s concurrence, to instruct 
the Officer Administering the Government of Sierra Leone to give publicity to the 
notice. 

5, If this course is adopted. Lord Elgin would suggest that there should he added 
to the notice directions as to how and where licences to trade in rubber can be 
obtained, 

T am, &o. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTRQBUS* 


Inclosure 1 in No, 2, 

Governor L. Prohyn to the Earl of Elgin. 

(Confidential,) Goveramenf Home, Preetowm, Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, Deeem&er 5, 1900, 

t HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 4tb 
December itifonring me that Mr. Wallin will he here on the lOth. I shall endeavour 
in dfccinuoR with Mr. Wallia, to find out whether a solution of the difficulties in the 
existing relationship between this Colony and Liberia can he remover! by some form of 
compromise; even if such difficulties were leasened in pari it would he a great gain. 
It will, of course* be understood by Mr. Wallis and myself that if our disenedon 
produces any results, such results will necessarily have to be reported to you for your 
consideration. 

2. In paragraph 9 of my Confidential despatch of the 12fch June I stated that I did 
not propose giving publicity to the notices respecting the rights of the Rubber Cor* 

E oration which [ had received from Air. Wallis until I received yaur instructions. J 
ove not received specific instructions, from you on this subject, and (lie inclose re to 
your Confidential despatch of the 13th November (Mr. Anlroblu* letter of the 
fith November to tlu 'Under-Secretary of State, Foreign Office), in paragraph 2, 
guardedly refern to lie time when "the knowledge that licences arc acquired has 
become more general.” The notices are inconsistent with the Treaty, and what I fear 
h that a trader front the eastern portion of Sherbro will, while trading in Liberia, claim 
(if Ids rubber is seized) to be a British subject under the Treaty. It is exceedingly 
Likely that some of the traders in the part of Sherbro described will he advised by 
barri'-tor^ in Freetown that they arc protected by the Treaty, If this contention is 
raised l>y an energetic and a well-advised trader, the position <>! : io Colonial Govern* 
meat would be full of difficulty if they had officially published notices which are 
inconsistent with the Treaty, On the eve of his departure, Mr, Page received a 
me&MLge from Paramount Chief Gbasay Kai Luseny (Chief of the Born country, and 
largely interested in trade) to the effect that a native trade* had had his merchandize 
seized. This matter has not yet been inquired into, and 1 only mention it as showing 
the possibility that at any time now the question may be raised in n manner which will 
make it necessary to decide whether the Treaty Biicmld he altered or supported. 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) L. PRGBYN. 




Inelostire 2 in No. 2. 

Notice, 

lo the Chiefs of the Ilistricts, and to all whom it may concern; 

INFORMATION has been received that rubber \s being exported from Liberian 
territory in contravention of the laws of Liberia* and it is hereby pointed out that 
tmdmg m rubber m Liberia by natives and traders from the Sierra Leone Protectorate 
jMthpid licence or permission from the Liberian Rubber Corporation (Limited) is 
tor bid den, an by an Agreement between the Liberian Government and the Liberia* 
jc libber Corporation. rlic latter Corporation has (lie sole right to trade in rubber in the 
w *. m Liberia, and any person discovered trading in rubber in contravention of this 
notice will 3 jc proceeded against according to law. 

(Signed) D. E. HOWARD, 

, t , T .. . „ __ Secretary of the Treasury. 

I/.... Of 1 1 Afifr ' * 


L456] No. 3. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office. —[Received January 5.) 

Dotmtny Sireet t January 4* 1907. 

I AM directed by tlie Eftrl of LIgiti to transmit to you, to belaid before Secretory 
Sir Edward Grey, with reference to your letter of the 27th December, 1906, a copy of 
a telegram from the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone, reporting an engagement 
between a British force and natives close to Wulade near the A agio-Liberian frontier, 
S. This occurrence, which the Acting Governor apprehends will have a very 
disquieting effect, sliows the importance of arriving at au early understanding with 
the French in regard to the maintenance of order among the turbulent natives in the 
north-west of Liberia. 


(Signed) 


K, L. ANTROEUS 


Inclosure in No. 3. 

Administrator Haddtm Smith to the Earl of Elgin . 

(Tclegnvphic.) January 1, 1007.] 

(MV to recent raid on ;l town in close proximity to Wulade by the people of 
Le la and neighbourhood * Norman proceeded with thirty Sierra Leone Battalion, West 
African frontier Force (Io) Lei a, met with opposition, compelled to retreat, Norman 
and also ope non-commissioned officer severely wounded, one private slightly wounded* 
no date given. Afraid that alarm will have very disqmeiing effect. I have given 
orders to Le Mesuricr proceed rut once to Wularle, forward special report as soon as 
possible, ^ I have impressed on him that absolutely necessary to act on defensive till I 
lizsvf! received further report, which will bo forwarded, by telegraph* to you in order to 
rccenve instructions peuding further action. As a precautionary measure fifty Sierra 
Leone Bair m ion, W est African Frontier Force, under the command of Bond, have 
been directed to leave Man at once to reinforce detachment Wulade. 



Adtoiiraffy fo Foreign —(Received January 7.) 

^ Fj TnmTT admiralty, January 5 , 1907 . 

t j n ^ferefice to your letter of (he -7 th December, 190(3, I am commanded by 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you* for the information of the 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that they agree to the offer of the "Alert" to 
tJio Liberian (.Tovorninent being left open for another month. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) G. I. THOMAS. 







w 
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[1379] »*■ 

respecting the Franco-Liberian Frontier , dated January 9^ 1907, 

Sir E M B CE0 1 mSbLIK', the Liberian Minister in Paris, came to see -me to-ilay and 
said that lie had just hud an interview with M. Binder on the subject of the franco- 

^ ]agt the report for which ha had been m tongwaiting, 

and promised to study it as quietly as possible and to let M, Crommolin hear -he 

result within a fortnight, , . 

I observed that a French official fortnight might very easily develop mto a month 
or even six weeks, and that if it did so, it would probably he advisable before 
actually signing any Agreement—which M„ Crommehn mid he had lull p^wer to 
do_to"await Sir Hatty Johnston’s return from Liberia, which would ho towards the 

e ° d The^report sent to M. Ringer appeared to concern merely the «afernfrontier of 
Liberia, and nothing had been said as to tho simultaneous presence of French and 

English troops in the north-western comer, 

M Crommolin distinctly under the impression that M. Ringer a intentions 
towards Liberia were quite honest, and that all he wanted to do was to got as much 
actual knowledge of tho frontier as possible before signing the < Jonvention. 

I hope to be ill Paris myself early next month, and as 3 know JL Dinger and 
got on very well with him, it mi gilt not perhaps be a heel thing if 1 were to call on 
him with a view to ascertaining how inatters arc by that time going, 

A* W. Cr 

Foreign Office > January 0, 1907. 

Sir E Grey thinks it now unnecessary to send a Memorandum to M. Gambon* as 
be proposed in the recent Colonial Office letter, stating flat there had been loss of 
life amongst our troops oil Ilia frontier ; hut you might mention t.ie fact m talking to 
M. Binger (see note left by M* Cambtm to-day). 

Foreign Office, January 9, 1907. 


[1061] Ko - e - 

Msnujrflni/wj?i communicated by Af. CffiafiOB, 7a.uu ary 10, 1907. 

L'AMBASSADETJR do Franco avuit communique b son Gouvensomeut le 
Memorandum Rritanniqiie du 19 D&einbra dernier rolfttif fc la presemeo sur le 
territoiro Ubdrien de troupes Anglaisesat Frangaws. Allu de pi^vanit tout con flit, 
l.o Qfiuverneur do rAfrinuc Oceldeiitalfi Fran^aiae a etc navitd h mamtemr, autant quo 
possible, les troupes Francoises stattonn&a dans cos regions sur des lemtoire* 
[noontostahlement Francis, h-s dftachcmcnts Francis dcymit sc temr on rebitums 
arec les forces An daises dont la proximity lour sermt signaled. Ces mesurca suffiront 
certniuement b Writer tout incident filolwui ct* d’ailtotti* commo lo constate le 
Memorandum du 19 Dtarmbro dernier, e’est souk meat par_ suite dr cireoim mv^ 
purement tomporaires quo lest troupes Anglais* s out id6 amenities n ocoupci' uric purUe 
do hi xonc LibArieuno limitrophe u la Ml dr la Ooltmie Auglaiscde brerm Leone i?i 
dcs possessions F nun Raises. 

Atftbiismidi' dr France, Londres, 

ce fl Janvier, 1997- 


L1061] 


No. 7. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office, 


g' r Foreign Office. January 14* 1007. 

1 i AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
jugg^r^ the Earl of Elgin, copy of a Memorandum which lias been received froiu tlie 


5 


12 


French Ambassador, 4 in reply to the communication which wag addressed to hi# 
Excellency on the 18th ultimo in regard to the position of affairs ou the Fnmcc-Libcrian 
frontier, copy of which was inclosed in the letter from this Department of the 27th 
ultimo. 

In view of the instructions which M. Cambon states have been issued by his 
Government to the local Frencli authorities ou tho frontier, I am to state that, with 
Lord Elgin's concurrence, Sic E. Grey proposes to take no action oil the letters from 
your Department of tho 18th Bcreetuber, 1900, and the Uh instant respectively. 

1 am, &c< 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON 

[339] No. 8, 

Foreign Office to Cotoniai Office* 

Sir, Foreign OjficCt January 15, 1907. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge tho receipt of your letter 
of the 3rd instant respecting affairs on the Anglo- Liberian frontier. 

With regard to the manner in which the present Concession of the Rubber 
Corporation infringes tho Anglo-Liberian Treaty of 1848, I am to transmit to you 
herewith copy of a paper which was left here on the 0th December, 1908, by 
9ir H. Johnston * being the draft of an Agreement drawn up in consultation with Ins 
legal advisors, which he intends to propose for conclusion to the Liberian 'Republic 
with a view of disposing of the contravention of the Treaty above alluded to, which 
the Law Officers have stated has been created by the exclusive right of exporting 
rubber conferred on the Corporation by their Charier. 

Sir II. Johnston was anxious to know, before Ire submitted this arrangement to 
tiie Liberian Government, whether it was considered that it met the objections to the 
Chni-ier which had been raised by tho Law Officers, as, if not, he would endeavour to 
modify it in any sense desired. 

Sir Harry was, however, informed that it was not tho practice of this Department 
to give assurances of the kind, rind that they regretted, they wore unable to depart 
from their practice on this occasion. For your confidential information, however, I 
may state that it is considered that tba proposed modification of the Charter does, in 
fact, meet the Jaw Officers' objections, and. indeed, Sir U, Johnston was given privately 
to understand as much. 

I come now to the question of the notice from the Liberian Government, of which 
n copy was inclosed in your letter under reply, ft is to he observed that this notice 
speaks of “trading in rubber in Liberia hv natives and traders from the Sierra Leone 
Protectorate without licence or permission from the Liberian Rubber Corporation” as 
being forbidden. This statement, however, seams To ire iuiif insistent with lire 
Concession which is concerned only w ith '*&!! rubber in the public forests and lands.™ 

It may l>o the case that, as a matter of fact, n3J tho rubber-hearing forests and 
lands in the neighbourhood of the frontier are the properties of the State, and that 
therefore no practical difficulty would arise In connection with the notice in question, 
hut, however this may l>e, that notice, as ft stands, certainly makes a statement which 
is not borne out by the facte. 

In these circumstances, Sir Edward Grey lias caused a despatch to be addressed to 
Ilia Majesty's Consul at Monrovia, who has recently left England to take up his duties 
again, pointing out tho inaccuracy in tire wording of fho notice in question, mid 
instructing him to draw the attention of tire Liberian Government to the desirability 
of substituting another for it mare correctly drafted. 

Captain Brnilliwaito Wallis will also suggest that the new notice should contain, 
directions>as to how and where licences to trade in rubber can bo obtained, 

Ite will at the same time be requested to rend honre copies of any notice which 
the Liberian Government may issue in deference to his roprescrit-alions. Should tiffs 
new net ice appear to lie in accordance with what are understood to he the facts of the 
cnst\ n copy will be furnished to your Department in order that ft may be sent out to 
the Governor of Sierra Leone with a view to its publication iu that Colony. 

I am, &c, 

fSigned) ERIC BARRINGTON. 
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1339] No - 9 ' 

Foreign Office to Consul Watti*. 

gfo. 1. Africa.) Portia* Qfi a , Janwry 15, 1907. 

’ 1 ASl directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith copies of 
fiotfospondfiTiuG which passed with the Colonial Oftlco rwtpfictiiig affairs f>)' t ni 

A agio-Liberian frontier* , 

You should draw the attention of the Liberian Government to what appear to be 
the inaccuracies in the wording of the notice issued by the Secretary of the Liberian 
Treasury on flic 19th May* 1000, and suggest to them the desirability of reissuing it 
in a form which would appear to be more in accordance with the facts of the caFie. 

You should, at the same time, suggest that particulara should he added as to how 
and where licences to trade in rubber can be obtained, a &d you should inform them 
that, if the new notice w hich it is hopod they will issue as a consequence of your 
representations commends itself to the judgment of His Majesty’s Government, they 
will be happy to Arrange for its publication in Sierra Ix?ono. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ERIC IUERINGTON. 


[1748] No. 10, 

Treasury to Foreign Office.~( Received January 1(5.) 

8i r Treasury ChamberJanuary IS, 1907. 

IX reply to Sir E. Barrington's letter of the SLt ultimo, I am to request you to 
inform Secretary Sir E. Grey that, after careful consideration of the further rcpreeesita- 
ions of the Secretary of Stale, the Lords Commissioners of Hfc* Majesty's freafluiy 
egret to be unable to assent to the proposed presentation of a gun-boat to the 1 .iberian 
Government- 

* I am, &c. 

(Signed) REGINALD SfcKEItHA. 


[3&37] No. 11. 

Memorandum by Mr. Gforftie, fluted January 21, 1907, 

IT may possibly he useful in connection with the efforts wq are making to induce 
the Treasury to consent to presenting the Iberian Government with a gun-boat to review 
very briefly the present posit ion in regard to that Republic. 

The question can* - I think, be most conveniently dealt with under three heads j- 

1. Does the Liberian Government need strengthening f 

2, If so, is it worth our while making mi)' efforts in this direction ? and 

S 3 and List Once more, if so, what form should these effort? assume? 

With regard to No, 1, there is no question but that the Republic is sadly in need 
of being set on its feet. 

Negro Administrations are notoriously but poor tin up, and that of Liberia affords 
no exception to the rule. 

The descendant* are few in number of those black pilgrim fathers who sailed across 
the Atlantic in the inverse sense to their prototypes and established themselves in what 
is now known ns Liberia, and there are not many among them who are possessed of any 
administrative ability, and still less who arc honest), indeed, an far as I am aware, these 
is but one man who combines these two qualities, the actual President, Mr. Barclay, who 
comes tip for re-election in May. 

The necessary corollary of (hid aUte of things is that they have never really made 
any serious effort to bring under their domination (be vast M hinterland N which 
stretcher^ at the back of their coast settlements, and which yet is recognized as 
belonging to them by the law of nation!;* Even on the coast the control of the Central 
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Government is extremely weak, owing to the fact that they hare, practically speaking, 
no army, find, literally speaking, no navy, so that communication with I ho various 
settlements along the sen.shore is difficult and tedious, fn Monrovia itself, the capital, 
the unfortunate Presidents, 03 a rule, like the present holder of the post, have had to 
struggle continuously against an evil which even Napoleons have found too much for 
them, a complete Tack of any trustworthy agents* and the consequence of such a want, 
c want of money; the result lias been that the financial adminia!ration lias been 
characterised, by the most dreadful muddle anti corruption. 

These few remarks will, 1 think, bo sufficient to answer my first question. 

The second b equally easy to answer, viz., is H worth our while ranking an effort 
to bolster ho rotten an Administration ? 

Setting snide as unworthy of any practical cor hi deration the Platonic interest no 

hava affected in the Republic ever oince ito foundation.an interest which found its 

last expression in the Angfo-Liberian Agreement of 1903— (lie factors which should 
determine our attitude are two :— 

(L) The interests td British trade in general ; and 

(3,) The interests of Sierra Leone in particular. 

With regard to No, (1), I nm bound to confess that the trade between the United 
Kingdom and the Republic has so far not been very extensive This*however, ban been 
due not, I firmly believe, to the fact that there is no trade in the country worth the 
having, but to the fact that, tor the various reasons I have set out under No. 1, this trade 
has hitherto been quite undeveloped. That rubber exists there is no question, and 
though the amount obtained is at prestcnl small it Is growing, and. has, so I am credibly 
informed, every chance of developing very largely. Gold is also reported. But it is 
not so much a question of what trade has been done hi the |mst, or what ie being done 
at the present moment, or even 0 / what, ho far as wq know now, may be done in the 
future. Here is a country with a seaboard of some B00 miles in extent and an average 
depth of about 100, the only part of Africa still open, which with very lit[fo expense 
and no responsibility wo can now, if we like, not no much keep open as throw open to 
British trade. Are we going to repeat the mistake which we have so oi'ecd committed 
in the past and do nothing? H is not as if it was a question—us the British Govern, 
ment 3tits so often thought—of merely lotting things he and waiting to he quite sure that 
it is worth our while to put out our hands before actually taking them out of our pockets, 
li we do not save Liberia, it is merely' a question of a few years, arid the Republic will 
disappear. It may be that it will be abolished by France, who is already stripping off 
the outside leaves of the artichoke, or more probably it will be divided between France 
and Germany, whose trade interests there are very large, Wc all know that in either 
case the whole territory would he at once anil tor ever closed to British trade, 1 do 
not s*y that we might not, with a good deal of squabbling, make good our claim ill 
right of our possession of Sierra Leone to some portion of the Republic in that direc¬ 
tion, hut the acquisition of a small slice conterminous with that Colony would bo but a 
very poor equivalent for the 1 o$h of our trade with the whole. 

As for the extent to which, as I have indicated above, our Colony and Protectorate 
c>J Sierra Leone is interested, I would remark that in the first place there are lo be 
considered the commercial relations between them and Liberia, They are already con¬ 
siderable, and will, there is every reason to suppose, in favourable circumstances expand 
considerably. These would of course be cut short off by the hostile Tariff which the 
French or Germans would not fail at once to institute; and (he Sierra Leone railway 
over which it is hoped that much of the Liberian trade will find its exit would lose a 
valuable source of revenue. 

There is, however, another side of (he question to he considered which more 
immediately concerns the Govern moot, and that is the policing of the Sierra Leone- 
Liberia frontier* Thanks to the weakness of the Administration of the Republic, it has 
on more than one occasion been necessary for Sierra Leone to keep a considerable 
body of troops in the neighbourhood, and at the present moment she is incurring heavy 
expenditure by reason of the force she has had for some time past to maintain-—with 
the assent ot the Liberian Government—within the limits of ihe Republic, It is not 
to be supposed that the Republic, if left afore, will collapse at once, ns collapse in the 
end it must, A long period of disturbance will intervene before the French or German 
Administration which will replace it will be firmly established, and during the whole of 
that period, which may l«e one of Anything from live to ten, fifteen, or even twenty ycira, 
bievra Leone will have to police, and as far us she can administer, not only her own 
frontier, but the Liberian frontier as well* 
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I Clime now to my third ami last, point, namely, if we are to try and holster up the 
Liberian Government, how can we most effectively do bo? 

1 need not hero re-capital ate fit any length the steps which have brought us, to tiur 
present position in the matter 

It will perhaps he enough to remark that* in May 1904 r the Colonial Office drew 
attention lo the unsatisfactory condition of things hi Liberia, Hud suggested as a 
remedy that, white maintaining nominally the integrity of Liberia, wc should arrange 
with France lo divide the hinterland between us, nnd that at the same unit; steps should 
he taken to reorganize the Liberian finances. 

When this letter arrived 1 pointed out what seemed to me to be the insunndilatable 
objections to this serhemo, the prmd|>ftl of which were (he probable opposition of 
Germany and the United States and the very small share of the country which would in 
all likelihood fall to Great Britain. Luckily, however, at this juncture I eamo across 
Sir Harry Johnston, who had begun to interest himself in the Republic, and it occurred 
to me that if we could get the Liberian Government to rtecept the services of some 
English officials to reorganise their eiistcma it might be |wssihle for them on that 
security Lo borrow sufficient, money to relieve themselves of their most pressing 
liabilities, and to give themselves a fresh start with some chance of not again a lick Eng 
in the quagmire of debt. 

So far this scheme has proved quite an much a success ns could have been 
anticipated, Mr. Lament, the principal of tbo two Customs officers we recommended, 
has succeeded in introducing at any rate a certain amount of order into the finances, 
and the receipts for the diatoms have already sensibly increased twdgr his &dministra* 
tiom. He has also ingratiated himself with the President and the various Government 
official:*, with whom he lifts apparently become a great favourite. Eri the effort lo 
reorganize the customs ite finds himself, however, terribly hampered by what 1 have 
alluded to above—the I it tie control which the Central Government are able to exercise 
over their different ports of entry, owing to the absence of any in etuis of rapid 
communication with them, This difficulty would be at once obviated by the presence 
of Ihc eiearner which I have urged should he offered to the Liberians. With tha 
powerful help such a vessel would afford there is no doubt that the receipts from ihe 
customs would increase enormously. 

The gift would further have the advantage of eantrihtitEng in no &n.ml! measure to 
consolidate oar position with the Liberians, who trust m much more than they do 
either the French or Germany and would on aide u& presently, I hope, to exert sufficient 
pressure on the Government, to induce Lhcm to appoint an English Treasurer, I attach 
great importance to this, as, so long as there is a native JVeaSurer, however much the 
nuances improve, the Hpcnding of them, apart from the service uf the debt, will always 
renin in in foolish, extravagant, and corrupt hands. I 11 link wfc ahall find it difficult to 
pens undo them to this step, but 1 have hopes it can be done, possibly by allowing them 
a, ^oud round sum of which they would he allowed the uncontrolled spending, leaving 
tlie balance of their income to be turned to good use. This would afford the means of 
starting a constabulary under English officers, provision for which ia contained in 
Sir U. .Johnston's Charter; and with English Graining officials, an English Treasurer, a 
vessel with English ofliccra, and n Lonstabulary force under the name sort of command, 
we should practically have secured the Country without incurring either excuse or 
nominal responsibility. 

I offer my programme with diffidence, lust l think it is a question between the 

adoption of that programme and the certain loss of the whole country to British trade 

within a measurable space uf Lime, 

lo the execution of that programme t believe the gift of a vessel is a very 
important feature. If, however, it is considered that, in face of the opposition wo have 
encountered on the part of the Treasury, it is impossible to give the Liberians a gun¬ 
boat, ]i would suggest that there lire two alternatives which, though not an good as the 
original plan, are still not bad. They are— 

(1.) To lend the Liberum Government a TObscL I imagine that this might tie 
considered an administrative act and would not require Treasury sanction. 

(2,) To let them have the gun-boaL on easy terms of payment, 

But (1) would be much the better, ns it would give us a certain power of pressure 

over them. In fact, I am not sure that from tins point of view it would not he 

preferable lo making a present to them outright, 

I have only to add that, ns a matter of tact, the Liberia ti Government have iiol 


3 14 

yet made any application to us in the matter, but I was repeatedly assured both by 
Mr. lamont and our Consul, not lo speak of Sir If. Johnston, that they are extremely 
anxious in the matter. 

(Initialled) A, W, C. 

Foreign Officei January 21, 1907. 

For action taken see Captain H alits' telegram No. 1 of the 23th January and letter 
to Admiralty of the 3Utb January, 

(Initialled) A* IV. <1 

Foreign Office^ January 31, 1907. 


[3183] 12, 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office,—[Received January 28.) 

Sir* Downing Street* January 27, 1907. 

I AM directed by the Karl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 14th January, with regard to the situation on the north-west frontier of 
Liberia, ami to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary Sir Edward Grey, a copy of 
n despatch from the Governor of Sierra Leone, with incjpsures, relating to Iho 
attitude taken up by the French officers who have recently crossed the frontier into 
Liberia. 

2. 1 am to request that, if Sir Edward Grey sees no objection, the French Govern¬ 
ment may be informed of Hie claims put forward by Captain Gamier, which appear 
to extend to places where British troops are stationed by arrangement with the 
Liberian Government; and l am to add that, Ivcfore informing the Acting Governor 
of Sierra Leone of the contents of M. Carnbon h s note of ihe £Hh January, Lord 
Elgin would be glad to learn whether the statement that French troops are to be 
confined, as far as possible to 4< territories which are incontestably French” ia to be 
interpreted to mean that thy troops will he withdrawn within the Franco-Liberian 
front ier recognized by the Treaty of December 1892. 

1 am, fto. 

(Signed) B, L. ANT BOBUS. 


lnclosuro 1 in No. 12. 

Governor Frobyn to the Earl of Elgin. 

(ConfidentinL) Government House, Freetown* Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, December 11, 1900. 

IN continuation of my Confidential despatch of Ihc BSth November, lOUd, 
respecting the action of tbo French within the Liberian territory over which we tiro 
temporarily exercising control, I liavO the honour to inclose, for your consideration, 
copy of a .report dated the 4th December by Major Palmer to the Colonial Secretary, 
together with a copy of the document* therein referred to. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L, FROBYN. 


fneloauio 2 in N'o. 12. 

Major Palmer to the Honourable the Colonial Secrtfary. 

Freetown, December l, 190fj, 

REF. M.R ConL 133/1990, and my No. C. 09 therein inclosed, and attache:! 
correspondence, l have now the honour to inclose', for the information of IE is 
Excellency the Governor, copies of (1) a letter from Captain Gamier, Commandant 
the French post nod 14 Secfceur .Militairo ” of Sampuyam, to Captain Murray, and 
i2) the reply of the latter officer. 

2, It asp]sears 1bat, in accordance with lbr request made by Captain Murray in 
his letter ot the 19 th No Vein bdj Lieutenant Dcla&illo bad referred the correspondence 
[1778] D 












to his superior officer, mul the latter new explains that Lieutenant Dotasalle’s 
attitude was taken up in accordance with orders emanat ing from Sampuy&ra, Captain 
Gamier, while disclaiming' the authority of the French Government for the orders he 
has issued, goes on to indicate that n definite understanding has been arrived at as 
regards the submission to French influence of several tracts of uncertain locality on 
tlie rigilt bank of the Mafossa. But tlie most notable point in his letter is that in 
the 5th paragraph of his letter, where lie says that the territories of Chiefs Sambukin 
and Mangara arc in the middle of the zone of French influence, which must therefore 
apparently include Wulado am! the surrounding country, since these two Chicfdoms 
abut directly on the Atefes&a opposite to AV r uiade, and are both partly within the 
26-mile belt, 

:&♦ I submit most strongly that the situation is fast becoming an impossible one 
for the officer in command at Wuladn if, without any explanation tethe natives, he is 
to he gradually ousted fmm the country in which his influence lias been paramount for 
the last eighteen months by people who visited the country for the first time aboul 
two months ago. It docs not appear to me conformable with the dignity of the 
British officer or the British service, mid I would urge that if, as appears to lie the 
case, the arrangement referred to its Foreign Office letter of the 3] at August., inclosed 
in the Secretary of State’s despatch of the same date (M.P. 9S/1SJO0) has practical!? 
been arrived at, we should be empowered to hand over the territory in question to 
the French officer, and withdraw with a remnant of dignity from tlte present 
undesirable position, 

(Signed) C. E. I J A LMER t Major, 

Commanding Sierra Lea a? Rttitaliort, 
West African Frontier Force , 


Inclosure 3 in No. 12. 


Captain Gamier to Captain Murray, 


(Confidentidle.) Sampouyaro t It 2 Novembrt, 1900. 

J'Ai riionneur dp vows accuser reception de votra Jett re Confident idle 
du 1G Novembre, qui m’a dte trams mige par M. It* Lieutenant Dolasalle, comnund int 

?i Ihunba. 

Cet officier sVITorecra tbnjoars, comma il fa d’ailleurs fait jusqu’ici, do maintenir 
par ties moyens exclusivement pwitiques, la tranquillity parmi les population-, dti 
Kissi sud, eoidit^ A sa surveillance. 

Ija stone d’action qui Ini cst nctueUemettt 0x6o a dte determinCo par un ordre 
I'mauant de moi, ordre dune ported tout k fait moincntentfe, Cctordre no suumit 
engrtgar ]?iGotiverneuiotit Fran^nis ni limiter his revindications que la France pent 
avoir a produiro an jioiut. de yue du trued de #sa frontiers avac la Rfpubliquc de 
Liberia, ni limiter non plui Faction que men Gouveniemont pcurruEt etre amend a 
engager ultericuremcnt dans la vallde do In Malmlia pour assurer la seen rite de sen 
proteges, 

Fn attinuit votra attention sur tie point, j'ajoute quo eertuines provinces de la 
rive droitc dc la ttafmtm sent d£s h present soumiscs il Fautorite Fnmpaise cl. 
qunueunc autre influence ne pourrait bVxmcct dans ces provinces sirm-." grand 
doiomagc pour la pai>: g&temle; tidies sont les provinces si luces au sud du prate 
de fiankalilou, la Province de KquutCi lea regions ib DialukoMou, de Kolofanduu ef 
Befedou. 

Fn cc qui concern o les pi vs dos Chefs Sambukin et Manga ra, ils sent si hies an 
milieu de la zone (Finiteence Fruii^aise, ct out dept fStd visites par les reconnaissaaCeN 
duposle de Bomba j je nc puis done que teserver cctte question en at tend nut |;t 
decision dc lautoritc suj^rieure, ii hujiiclb je m'enrarasec d'en rafdrar pour nu- 
con former voire dtsii r. 


True copy: 
(Signed) u. 


Yeuillez, &c 4 

(Sjgtrf) li. GARXIEK. 

E* Palm pit, Major, 

West African Frontier Force. 


December i, 3SK>G. 
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Incloaura 4 in No. 12. 

Captain Murray to Captain Gamier. 

Sir, Wulftde, November 2G, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your No. l>Dc dated the 21st 
November last, and to thank you for the information contained therein. 

I have referred this matter to my head-quarters, and trust to have the pleasure 
of communicating with you at a Inter date* 

With compliments to you and vour brother officers. Captain Gamier, I have, &e. 

(Signed) L. MURRAY, Captain , 

Commanding at WmJade. 

True copy: 

(Signed) G. E. Falser, Major, 

IVeet African Frontier Force, 

December 4, 1906* 


[3228] No. 13* 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey .-^{Received January 2S.) 

(No. U 

t rdegraphio.) P* SiVrra Leone, January 2S, II107. 

OFFF.lt of gun-boat ** Alert ” accepted by Ljljcrian G ovemment; 7,600/* will be 
paid by annual instalments of o00/, 

Gan yon obtain the following officers :— 

1. A Naval Reserve rmm as Commander, salary 300b, with 40b allowance; 

2. An engineer, salary 200/., with 30b allowance ; 

3. Second engineer, salary 150b, with 30b allow r auce? 

Tho engineer inuat have gunnery knowledge. 

Armament required : two 12-pr. guns and four Maxims, for which ammunition 
must be sent out. 

Cost of bringing vessel out muKt bo borne by His Majesty's Government, and it 
must be cleaned before departure. 

Tbe mail leaving the 1st February will bring il despatch from me on the subject. 


[3228] No, 14. 

Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office t January 30, 1907. 

■' I ! reference to previous correspondence respecting the proposed transfer of 
His Majesty 's ship li Alert ,k to the Liberian Government, I am directed by the Secretary 
of Shite for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you herewith a copy of a telegram from Elis 
Majesty's Consul at Monrovia, from, which it appears that the Government of the 
Ikqjublie arc prepared to purchase the vessel at the price asked, viz,, 7 t 500/. They 
un\ however, unable to pay this sum down at once, and propose ty discharge their 
debt ill the rate of G00/. a*year. 

You arc already aware of the imjiortEince attached by Elis Majesty's Government 
Uj obliging ibe Liberian Government in (Ills matter, and I am accordingly to request 
That in laying Captain Braithwaite Wallis 1 telegram before tha fiords Gormnisaionei^ 
of the Admiralty you will express Sir E. Gray's earnest hope that, aa far as they are 
concerned, they will ftee iheir way to accepting the terms offered. 

As soon as Sir Edward Gray learns that they are prepared to do bo he will lose uu 
tune m approaching tlue Treasury in the matter, and endeavouring to obtain their a^senl 
(o the bargain being ooncteded, 

U itb regard to iho armament and ammunition for wliicL the Liberian Government, 
ask, C;'iplain Wallis hag boon asked how thry propose to pay the sain of soma 3,000/, 
which the vanoug articles required would cost. 
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’ Sir E, Grey would be glad to be favoured with an early answer to tliS Com¬ 
munication, S 3 the matter has already been far various reasons much delayed, and it is 
very desirable to get it settled without further loss of time, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON. 


[3519] No - 15 - 

Cbtonwl Office to Foreign Office,—(Received January 31.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of Stale for Foreign A flairs and is directed by the Secretary of Stole 
to transmit, for the information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, vtn.t reference to the 
letter from die Foreign Department of the 15th January, a copy of a despatch from the 
Earl of Elgin to the Officer administering the Government of Sierra Loone on the 
subject of the amendment of the notices to rubber traders issued by tho Lihenati 
Government. 

Dawning Street t January 39, 1907* 


Inclosure in No* 15. 

The Eort of Bigin to Governor Probyn* 

Downing Streep January 30, 1907. 

I HAVE iho honour to transmit to you, with reference to my Confidential despatch 
of the 3rd January, the inclosed extract from a letter from the Foreign Office, from 
which you will see what action ie being tak.cn lo have tho notices to rubber traders, 
which w&re issued by tho Liberian Government, amended so os lo bring them into 
agreement with the terms of the concession of tho Liberian Rubber Corporation. 

I am, <&c. 

(Signed) ELGIN. 


[3906] Ko. 1G, 

Caioniaf Office to Foreign Office *—(/fecfirrd February 4 ) 

Sir, * Dtuwntiy Street, February 2, 1007, 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt, of your letter of 
tho 3rd ultimo, transmitting a copy of a Memorandum communicated to the lorcign 
Office by Sir 11. Johh&toa, respecting tbo proposed construction of a special cable to 
Monrovia, 

2. I om to request yon to inform Secretary Sir E, Grey that, provided the remaining 
funds are forthcoming. Lord Elgin will agree to a contribution of 10Ui, flrjear for ten 
years from the funds of Sierra Leone towards the cost cl the scheme, 

His Lordship desires me to point out that, before any arrangement is actually 
concluded, tho matter should ho brought before the Gable Landing Bights Committee, 

l am, &c T 

(Signed) R. L* AN TROLLS* 


[ 3183 ] Bo. 17. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office, 

Sir, Foreign Office 7 February fi, 1907. 

SECRETARY Sir E. Grey baa had under his consideration your letter of the 27th 
ultimo respecting the stale of affaire on the north-west Frontier of Liberia. 

I am to observe that Lieutenant Gander's letter, inclosed in the despatch oE the 
Governor of Sierra L'one, is dated ae I'.ir back as the 2nd November, IlhHJ, whereas it 
was only on the 9th ultimo that the French Amlms&idor gave assuniueen that French 
troops would as far m possible he stationed in territory which is incontestably French. 


n 

A copy of M. Gamboa's cojnnranication was inclosed in the letter from this Department 
of the 14th ultimo, 

As the instructions which tho French Government doubtless dispatched in 
accordance with M. Gambon's communication can only quite recently have reached the 
local French authorities, it appears to Sir E. Grey that it. would be undesirable to 
bring (ho claims put forward by Lieutenant Gamier formally to their notice, A copy 
of Lieutenant, Garnicr’a letter Imw, however, been communicated privately to 11. Caitibon 
for tho information of his Government. 

With regard to the Earl of Elgin's inquiry as to the interpretation of the expression 
iL those territories which are incontestably -French,” Sir E„ Grey concludes that, so long 
us the existing Franco-Liberian frontier has not been replaced definitively by that 
negotiated between Sir II. Johnston and M. Linger* the words in question can only refer 
to the frontier line as laid down in the FrancoLiburi^u Treaty of December 1892. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON. 


[ 4676 ] No. 18. 

Comal Wallis fo Sir Edward Grey*—(Received February 11,) 

(No. 2. Africa.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Monrovia, February 11, 1907. 

WITH reference to your telegram of tbo SOtli ultimo* 

r should be glad if you would inform rue, telegraphically, what will bo the cost to 
the Liberian Government of ihc arms and ammunition. Cau it he repaid by instate 
relentsArc His Majesty* Government prepared re pay for bringing vessel re 
Liberia ? IF not, what will be the cost of ho doing? 

In my despatch No. 3 of the 22nd ultimo you will observe the difficulties with 
which 1 have hud to contend in order to induce Li barton Government to accept 
Hie vessel at all. “1'hey may again refuse to take vessel unless we help them to pay 
something towards the expenses. 

Without the gum-bout. tbo reorganization scheme will fail* 

l will arrange everything as to taking over vessel here when I knoAV probable 
date of her arrival. 

Commander Herbert Barton. R.N., might accept command of vessel Hie 
address is 13, Astcrnham Road, Tonbridge, lvent 


[ 4885 ] No. 19. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Howard* 

fNo, 2. Africa.) 

_ Foreign Office , February 11, 1907. 

THE 1 tiitod States’ Ambassador told me to-day that he was receiving anxious 
inquiries with regard to Liberia, in the independence of which the United States had a 
traditional interest, 

1 here was nn appri/henEion that wo and France were concerting ns to the collection 
of the revenue in Liberia, 

1 said we were not discussing any such tiling with France, ft was true that British 
enterprise, iu the form of n Company t had acquired sou jl? concision connected with 
rii liber in Liberia, &i id ]ately two Ilrittoh subjects 1 1 a<I. been engageii by the LiI>eriaii 
Government to niamige the Cueterna I department.; 1 believed this was part of thu 
arrangement with the Company. The Lihorian Government had asked us to recommend 
two mimes For this purpose and we had done so. Hut the appointments; wore matte hv 
tlic Liberian Government llicmadves, arid the men were in their service, nut in iuirs. 

J he fart was that we desired to support British cornmertml enterprise in Liberia a* in 
other places, 1 Suit 1 distinctly limited any support, which we gave iu such n way a* not 
to undertake any obligations with regard to Liberia on the part of the British Govern* 
merit, and therefore not In email any iliininmicn of Liberian sovereign l ights. 

We liad plenty of t repica I territory uf our own, and 1 wished io avoid obligations 

Outside it. 

J ho Ambassador said that the inquiries made to him hail shown considerable 
apprehension of interference in Lite ria, 
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l told him that probably the engagement of two Englishmen in the Customs 
Department by the Liberian Government had given rise to these inquiries, Bui the 
engagement was an action ol the Liberian Government* and not of ours. We had 
confined ourselves to recommending two names at their request* 

I tun, &c< 

(Signed) E. GREY, 
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Bo. 20, 

Consul Wallis He Sir Editard Grey ,—(IZecririii February 10.) 
Africa, Confidential.) 


(No. 3, Africa, Confidential.) 

Monrovia, January £2, 1007, 

UPON my arrival at Monrovia on tho l&lh instant the situation was as 
follows;— 

A wave of negro hostility appears to have been brewing against the British and 
wiiito population generally during the latter half of last year, and this feeling burst 
into flame when an unprovoked affront was ottered to the Chief Inspector of Customs 
by the Liberian Government, 

The result wat that Mr Lament stopped work, and refused to re-enter the 
Customs until the matter had been satisfactorily settled* His assistant did the same, 
and I learned that it was their intention to have laid the matter before mu upon mv 
arrival in the country. 

Happily this action was unnecessary, because the day before my steamer cattia In 
the affair was settled hy the President, and the Chief Inspector and hts assistant have 
returned to duty. 

As soon after my arrival hero as possible I informed President Barclay about the 
“Alert, 1 ' which 1 staled had been obtained, after some little trouble, from tho 
Admiralty. I went into particulars about tho boat, and stated that I was waiting to 
cable to England And make arrangements For bringing the vessel to Monrov ia. 

The President thanked mo, and expressed his satisfaction, and stated that he 
would at once bring tho matter before bis Cabinet. 

To mv astonishment, a few days later l received a letter from bis Excellency, 
refusing the offer by making the excuse that the “ Alert" was too large a vessel; that 
the upkeep would bo too high, and consequently Iho Liberian Government would bu 
compelled to postpone the question of a gun-boat until a later date. 

Tho situation is, tlm *Tit this moment a delicate one. For the schemes of the 
Chartered and 11 ubber Companies ere now before the Legislature, and much hangs 
upon their acceptance* 

President Barclay is quite sympathetic, hut unfortunately he is in tho bands of 
his ignorant, suspicious, and impossible legislators. 

If Sir H. Johnston's schemes do pass the House, the customs question upon the 
Sierra Leone frontier can be settled, and President Barclay's re-election next Mav 
might be assured*- * J 

1L 1 P res J Government, too strongly over the acceptance of tho 

Alert, u may wreck Lie Companies' chances, and might even jeopardise President- 
Barclay’s reflection* 

1 am therefore endeavouring to adopt, a middle course of action, and hare 
instructed tne Chief Inspector of Customs to urge the necessity of accepting the oiler 
ol the ‘Alert, in order to assist him in Jits reforms, and to check snuggling* I am 
of course, bringing other pressure to boar upon the liberian Government, find at the 
same time quietly supporting tho Chartered and Rrubhcr Companies' propositions* 

^ I can give you no satisfactory explanation as to the cause of tho had feel tun- 
which \m sprung up against the European Customs control, it h probably due 
mamly to racial antagonism, The people litre, no doubt, fed the grip of autboritv- 
m . a . s 11 }f \~^tightening upon them ; and discipline, in any shape or form, is 
misumJeratend and resented hy tho lazy America- Liberians, 

HE sh o| * I i e rt re 1 of A muriea, w ho] i as bean rcocn 11 y stay mg i a Mo n ro v ia, a n neared 
hostile to the exploits of the Chartered Company. He remarked, when attending a 
dmr.er parte hero a few weeks ago, that we, the British, had now obtained three- 
quarters ot Liberia, and be would like to know who was to obtain possession of Mm 
remaining quarter, r 

However, l trust that I skull Ikj able to cubic you favourably before the receipt of 


IS 
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thig despatch, both as to the acceptance of tho "Alert " by the Liberian Government, 
and the passing of the Chartered and Rubber Companies' prepositions. But the 
situation here at the moment is a difficult one. Tho refusal of the "Alert' 1 b all 
tho more unsatisfactory, because both President Barclay and bis Cabinet were so very 
anxious, prior to my dejiarturo from this country last July, to obtain a gun-boat from 
His Majesty's Government, and urged upon Mr. Lament, Sir 11, Johnston, and myself 
the importance of obtaining one. 

I shall continue to press this matter, hut I trust that, if I fail, tho difficulties 
against which I have to contend here will be understood* 

I Lave, &c. 

(Signed) DR AIT H WAITE WALLIS. 
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No* 21, 


Fai sign Office in Consul Wallis* 

(No, C.) 

t i r Foreign Office, February 27, 1007, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir F* Grey to acknowledge the receipt of voer 
despatch No. I of the 181 h instant inclosing a copy of the Annual Message of'the 
President of the Liberian Republic* 

You do not furnish any observations in regard to the subjects it deals with, and I 
urn therefore to call your special attention to Mr. Barclay's remarks in regard to the 
question of cable communication end to instruct you to report how the matter is 
dealt with by the Legislature. 

You are aware that Sir 1L Johnston lias urged the desirability 0 f Ilia Majesty's 
Government making a small contribution towards opening up telegraphic comiiiuniciw 
tton wjth Monrovia, and the proposal having been brought to the notice of the Colonial 
Office, that Department have agreed to contribute I00f. a-ycar for ten years from the 
funds of Sierra Leone towards the cost of the scheme; and Elio Treasury will be 
approached with a view to Iheir authorizing a similar contribution being made bv this 
Office. 

Sir Edward Grey would also like to know’ what steps are eventually taken iiv ilie 
Government of the Republic to curry out the doctrine of " effective occupation " which 
ls atludcd^to on pages 13 and 14 of tho Message, especially in so far m the Anglo- 
Liberian frontier, mentioned on page 22, is concerned. 

You should further report what steps are taken by the Legislature to modify the 
present apparently defective Customs Laws to which V resident Barelav refora on 
page 24, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON. 
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No. 22. 


Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey, — [Received March 2.) 


(No* 5* Africa. Con fi dentin]*) 

^ matr *r ■ n- T , Monrovia, February 1907. 

lilb African IJircL’t Telegraph Company sent a representative here shortly h> tore 
my arrival with a view to the possibility of establishing a cubic station at Monrovia, Eri 
connection with their bead-quarters at. Freetown* 

They made the impossible suggestion to file Liberian Government that an animal 
subsidy ol S.bOlH, would be required, which was immediately rejected by them* 

Mean 1 ’ 1 ' Idle & Gentian Company* Messrs. Filter and Ginlkmue, with hembn darters 
at Cologne, and with, I understand, a powerful Directorate, had approached the Liberian 
_ Jt>l t?rn incut inn] oAcred to Jay a cable tree of cost between sumo place in Europe and 
Monrovia* and such other places in Liberia as may be hereafter decided, 
l lie otter baa been accepted. 

The negotiations were, strange to say, not carried on by the Germans, but bv tho 
Dutch Lonijuf. 

f 01|I ‘ V * Cftn suggest for this is that one of the Directors upon the Board 

oi this Lonmin Cable Company is a wealthy and prominent member of the Dutch East. 











African Company, which has considerable mercantile interests in Liberia, and whose 
hend-q narters are at Monrovia. 

When the African Direct Telegraph Company heard of the litrman offer, they 
mmed lately lowered the rate of their proposed subsidy from 2,000/, to ^OOL per annum. 
This was refused upon the ground that if a cable was to he got here for nothing, why 
should 4<X>/, a-venr be paid for the privilege, 

1 would respectfully draw your attention to these three points in the Agreement 
between the Rcguiblic and this Company:— 

1. The Company shall have no monopoly, 

2. No part of the expenses shall be paid by the Republic, 

0, Ihe lands needed, if belonging to the State, s hall be granted without charge, 
If to persons in a private capacity, they must be leased at a reasonable price by the 
Cable Company. 

Shortly after my arrival in this country in 11)05* and knowing that we were quite 
cut olf from the outside world, I approached the various mercantile houses and shipping 
agencies about the possibility of obtaining from them some guarantee of a small annual 
contribution if the Cable Company at Sierra Leone could bo induced to connect their 
line with Monrovia, 

After some trouble, the offers made by these firms amounted to an annual subscrip¬ 
tion of about 5004 

The Cable Company was then approached f but they at once threw cold water upon 
the proposition by stating that it would cost them about 60,0004 to make the connection, 
and that they cutild not enter tain the offer of so small all annual subsidy as 5004 

I have, &c. 

{Signed) ERAIinWAITE AVAL LIS. 


[ 6858 ] . No- 23 . 

Consul Wmlth to Sir Edward Grey,^[Received March 2 ,} 

(No. 0, Africa. Confidential.) 

Sir, Monrovia, February 9, 1007. 

IX CLOSURE 1 is the text of nn Agreement concluded between the Liberian 
Government and ( lie Liberian Rubber Corporation, and *o actioned by art Act of the 
Legislature passed a few days ago. It has also been approved by the President, 

Von will notice that it differs from the draft Agreement which was submitted to 
the Foreign Office by Sir H. Johnston in the following points:— 

Clause C provides for a possible: diminution of the export duties if tbe sell in:: 
price of Liberian rubber falls below 2#. a-pound. 

This may be regarded ns a further iron cession on the part of the Company, as 
their sham of export duty would fall proportionately. 

Clausa 7 was inserted at the desire of President Barclay* and is intended to 
make clear the question of the issue of licences, us wdl as tko rights of the Company 
beyond the coast holt. 

By this Agreement and other documents, copies of which arc inclosed* it will be 
seen that the Com]may surrenders all right* over the coast belt for 20 miles measured 
inland from the c^ast of the Atlantic Ocean. 

This is no inconsiderable cession, as the coast belt is said to include in the west 
and In the east considerable areas of untapped rubber forest, 

On the other hand, it will bo scon by Jndosure 2 that tho Liberian Government 
defines the right* and duties of the Rubber Corporation as regards the hinterland. 

The test of tids. Declaration, originally drawn up by the General Manager of the 
Company in conjunction with President Barclay. and accepted by the Rubber 
Company's lawyers* was, I understand* privately submitted to tho Foreign Office by 
Sir IT, Johnston before his departure, 

I also understand that the text of this Declaration, now formally issued by the 
Liberian Government, doc* not differ ill any particular from the draft copy handed to 
tho Foreign Office by Sir JL Johnston, 

It 3* now proposed* us ihe result of these new Agreements 'between the Company 
and the Government, to issue a public notice on the conditions of the rubber trade m 
Liberia. 
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I inclose a copy of the proposed notice* which has received the provisional 
sanction of President Barclay. 

Sir H. Johnston wished it to be issued in tho course of a few days, so that the 
new Regulations might come into force on tho 1st April, 

However, ] communicated to him the fcenonr of Sir Eric Barrington's despatch 
No. 1, Africa, of tbe 15th January last* tho result of which is that Sir. ZL Johnston 
will now suggest to the Liberian Government that this notice be not issued until the 
Foreign Office has expressed its opinion thereon. 

Ihe text of this notice has been drawn up after careful consideration* and it 
meets tho views of the Liberian Executive, of tbe reorganised Customs service, and of 
Hie representatives of the Company. 

A.ny material alteration of the text may give rise to considerable difti entries. 

Sir U. Jolmston will take tho text of this notice with him to Sierra Leone 
shortly* and will discuss it informally with tbe Acting Governor of that Colony. 

It is proposed that, he waits at Sierra Leone for the receipt of a cablegram from 
Lord Elgin to the Acting Governor* anil if this cablegram approves tho text of tho 
proposed new notice* as embodied in Inclasuno 3, he will make use of an authority of 
tbe President to ask the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone to cause it to be published 
and distributed. 

An almost simultaneous publication will take place in Liberia. 

This notice* if approved by His Majesty p e Government* will take the place of all 
preceding notices which may be iu conflict with its provisions. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) BRAITHWATTE WALLIS. 


Inc loan re 1 in No. 23. 

3/pjh orarrdyfn of Agreement made this 20/A day of January; 3.907* between the Republic of 
Liberia and the Rubber Corporation [Limited), 

THIS Agreement* made and entered into this 291h day of January in the city 
o\ Monrovia* county off Montsernulo and the Republic ol Liberia, by and between 
tlio Republic of Lib&ria, represented by the Honourable Arthur Barclay* President of 
ttif 1 Republic and Iris successors in office of the one part (hereinafter referred to as 
( tlie Government of Liberia "), and the Liberian Rubber Corporation (Limited)* 
represented by Sir Harry Hamilton Johnston, Managing-Director of the said 
Corporation* and Ills successors of the other part (hereinafter referred toas ,[ fhe 
Corporation 

WitnoBseth: 

1„ That the Corporation being the recognized successors of the Consolidated 
Rubber Syndicate (Limited), the Monroyian Rub tier Company (Limited), the Liberian 
Rubber Syndicate, and Messrs, Ellis Parr Latham, Augustus Withal], and Richard 
TVnrson, in the rights and obligations conferred by a Concession granted* ami art 
Agreement made by the Government of Liberia tinted the 2ts ( day of January, LSfMi 
and the 11th day of 3larch, 1890, respectively* and subsequent!v extended and 
modified on the llth January, 1901, and tho Gth August, 1904* hereby cedes and 
relinquishes to the Government of Liberia tho privilege expressed to have been 
granted in section 7 of the aforesaid Concession and Article & of the aforesaid 
Agreement, and further described In the Treasury Proclamation of the 1st March, 
DOL to wit, the sole right of exporting all caoutchouc or rubber and gutta-percha 
gat tiered or collected wit hie the Republic. 

2. The Corporation retains* however* tho right to export caoutchouc or rubber 
ami gutta-percha through any of tho custom-houses ov ports of entry or exit 
established by the Government of Liberia* provided always that the Corporation shall 
no longer retain the exclusive right to export such caoutchouc or rubber or gittta 
perti3m hereinbefore ceded and relinquished. 

J The Government of Liberia hereby agrees and promises to impose an export 
duty of 12 cents per lb. avoirdupois calculated on the shipping weight of (oil 
caoutchouc or rubber and gutta-percha exported from the territories of the Liberian 
Republic* whether the same he exported by tho Corporation or by any other person 
persons, or Corporation* and the Corporation hereby agrees to pay the Governrm’ , nt - T 


















Litanrt aueb Realty or export duty imposed, aa aforesaid, on all montchoiac or rubber 
and gulta-poroha that may hereafter be exported by (Item, always provided that «uch J 
royalty or export duty shall not at any time during the remain a or of the term of the 
Concession, and Agreements hereinabove referral to exooed the said amount of 
12 cents on every pound avoirdupois. 

■t In consideration of the Corporation ceding and rdUnquiehing the privilege 
aforesaid, to wit, the sole right of exporting all caoutchouc or rubber and gotta-percha 
gathered or collected within the Republic, tho Government of Liberia liorehv engages 
to pay to the Corporation during the remainder of the term for which the Concession 
and Agreements above referred to continue in force (as defined and extended by the 
Agreements and documents dated the lUh March., 1890 ; the 11th January, 1901 j and 
trie fith August, li)0t) a subsidy of fi oente per lb. avoirdupois,, calculated on the 
full shipping weight {irrespective of rebate) of all the caoutchouc or rubber and 
guttapercha exported fmm the territories of the Liberian Republic, whether the 
flame he collected from public or private lands, and whether the same be exported 
by the Corjoration or by any other person or persons or Corporation, 

G. The accounts ljetwcon the Government of Liberia aud the Corporation shall 
he made up in Liberia at the end of each quarter, commencing the Sist July, 1907, 
and the respective amounts due from one party to the other balanced. The accounts 
shall them bo forthwith transmitted to the London office of the Corporation, and on 
receipt thereof be agreed between the Liberian Consul-General in Loudon (on behalf 
of lhe Government oF Liberia) and the Corporation, the net amounts due by either 
party to the other to become payable in London within seven days after the agreement 
of such accounts. 

t n l\ Jf £™ ni ^ selling price of rubber in the European markets should 

\au below 2*. per lb, in vnlife, and remain below this valuation for more than eighteen 
months, the representatives of tlm aforesaid Corporation shall endeavour to meet the 
Secretary nj Treasury to a reasonable degree in arranging for a proportionate reduction 
ol tiic export duties and the Corporation's share therein, 

ii 7 ’ J I 'i 0pe T n n0t a ™p«fi«t*tive of the Liberian Rubber Corporation shall ba 
allow®! to collect, purchase, or trade in rubber in the public lands and forests of 
Liberia, except under licence of t he aforesaid Corporation. But the Corporation shall 
not refuse to isatre a licence to any applicant who shall furnish reasonable guarantees 
as to ana fide*. I he licences slie.lt run for a period of twelve motiriis, and shall be 
renowable for the same period Tho fee charged for the issue of the said licence shall 
he f] dollars, of which sum 1 dot. 25 c. shall tie repayable by the Corporation to e he 
Liber,no Government as a contribution towards the Customs service for mspeotiu* 
licences, &e. The Licence when issued is personal and not transferable; no unhoensed 
neraon may collect or trade In caoutchouc or rubber and gutta-pareba in Liberia 
beyond tee coast he It. of 20 miles measured from the sea-coast, hut within this 
const Mt of 20 miles trading in rubber h free and not subject to licence. Upon the 
completion of this Agreement tlm Liberian Government shall Issue a notice through 

thb Repuhlia 8 C ° nditiCm& UTlder wbldl tJadiD « in rubber lxs carried onte 

.* Save for the privilege hereinbefore expressly coded and relinquished, to wit, the 

™ ? I!5r °S ,or Sf 1 ® f ! ojpukh™ or rubber and gutta percha gathered or 
collected nothin the Republic, the Corporation retains each and even privilege and 

SS”S or tte,r t ’ rodflcessora ,1J ‘ lhe Cnn( *^ »■> 

aT tbese p™ 8 ® 1 ** bave caused their respective 

common seals to be affixed hereto the day and year first above written. 

(Signed) ARTHUR BARCLAY, 

President of Liberia. 

Per pro. Liberian Rubber Corporation {Limited} 
(Signed) IL H. JOHNSTON, 


IL H JOHNSTON. 


WitniMs to the signature of tho Honourable Arthur Barclay 
(Signed) D. E, Howard. 

Witness to the signature of Sir H. H, Johns ton ; 

(Signed) I. Brauam, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 23. 


DtcJatatvm of the Liberian Government concerning a Concession iw enjoyed by the 
Liberian Rubber Corporation (Limited), 

WHEREAS, by a Concession dated the 21st January, 1890, and by an Agreement 
made the 11th March, I89l> (which Concession ami Agreement have licen subse¬ 
quently modified and extended by further Agreements and documents dated the 
11th January, 19Gl + and the fith August, 190-1), the Liberian Government granted to 
fdessrs, Ellis Parr Lai ham, Augustus Withnlj, and Richard Pearson the sole right, 
liberty* and privilege of gathering, collecting, aid preparing the substance kno wn os 
caoutchouc rubber, or gum elastic, and gutra-pereha in or on all public lands in the 
Republic of Liberia other than such public lands as might at any time he required by 
tec Liberian Government for any of the purpose* specified in the Concession and 
Agree me nt. aforesaid; 

And whereas the Liberian Rubber Corporation (Limited) has succeeded te the 
rights arid obligations enjoyed under and by virtue of the said Concession and 
Agreement; 

Aud whereas it ia now deem®! advisable by the Liberian Government to define 
what lands shall henceforth be deemed to be public lands over which the sole and 
exclusive right of the Liberian Rubber Corporation (Limited) shall extend during the 
remainder of the term of the said Concession and Agreement: 

Now it is hereby declared by the Liberian Government as follows;— 

1. I hat the coast lands of the Republic bordering flie Atlantic Ocean for a 
distance of 20 miles, measured from the oea-oosst towards the interior, shall be 
deemed to he settled laud, and shall not be deemed te he exclusively reserved for 
exploitation by the Rubber Company, save in so far as such lands may consist of 
plantations of rubber which have been acquired ami are now held by the- Rubber 
Company as private property, or which may hereafter lie so acquired, established, 
or hold. 

2. That within n coast holt measured 40 miles from the coast towards tile 
interior, and running the whole length of the sea-coast of the Liberian Republic, the 
Liberian Government, shall be at liberty, subject to the proviso in paragraph 3 hereof 
contained, at any time to set aside forest area* from cut of the public lands for 
settlement or colonization by AJricans or persons of negro descent, and thereupon 
may require the Liberian Rubber Corporation (Limited) to cease collecting rubber on 
such lands sot apart 

3. That beyond the said limit of 19 miles, measured from the coast towards the 
interior, all the taints within tho territories of the Republic shall be deemed to be the 
region over which the Liberian Rubber Corporation has the sole and exclusive right 
of collecting and dealing with the caoutchouc rubber gum and gutta-percha in- 
virtue of the Concession and Agreements hereinbefore mentioned: 

Always provided that in any future laud survey nr settlement of the country 
which may be carried out by the Liberian Government, the latter binds itself to 
preserve to the Liberian Rubber Corporation (Limited) during the remainder of Hie 
term of the said Concession and Agreements not less than 20,900 square miles of 
forest lands, for the purpose of gathering, cdRoctiug, and preparing the substance 
known as caoutchouc rubber, or gum elastic, and gutta-percha, as provided in the 
said Concession and Agreements, whether such 20,000 square miles be within or 
without the const heft ot -if) miles referred to, and described in paragraph 2 hereof. 

(For the Government of Liberia), 

(Signed) ARTHUR BARCLAY, President. 


Incloaure 3 In No. 23. 

Trade m Rubber within the Liberian Government* 

Tire following notice is issued for public information, Ite provision* will come into 
effect on the 1st April, 1907 1 and will thenceforth be enforced hy the officials ef 
the Customs service under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

THERE b no longer any restriction or monopoly of the export of rubber 

2. All persons are henceforth free to export rubber from Liberia through tho 










a 


Su 

custom-houses of the established ports of entry, subject to the payment of ]2 cents 
per lb. avoirdupois, 

3 . All rubber exported is subject to inspection by tbe Cuetoais authorities, and 
rUElber grossly adulterated with foreign substances will not Ih? passed bv the Customs 
authorities for export. 

4 No person not an employe of the Liberian Rubber Corporation shall be allowed 
tn or trad® in rubber from the public lands and forests or the Republic except 

under licenco issued by the Liberian Rubier Corporation, m accordant with ite 
Agreement with the Lilierian Republic* The cost of these licences is fixed at 5 dollars, 
to run for n period of twelve monEh*, and to he renewable at the termination of this 
period, 1 hough these licences are issued from the office of the Liberian Rubber 
Corporation, they must at the earliest possible opportunity ho visfd and countersigned 
by tlje principal Customs official at tlie nearest port of ontiy, and must at all times be 
open to the inspection of any official of rise Liberian Customs service on the coast or 
m the mtenor. The licences will be personal, and arc only valid in the hands of the 
individual in whose name they are issued, Licensers must observe in their rubber 
business «ich regulations as may he issued from time to time bv the Liberian Rubber 
Lurpornttom and approved by the Government, for the preservation and regulation of 
the State fureste, or for dealing with the native Chiefs and people. 

. . ^ The coast belt of the Liberian Republic measured for a distance of 2fl mi lean 
inland from the Atlantic coast, is a region now thrown open to the public exploitation 
of rubber, whether growing wild or cultivated. Within this belt it ia not ncco»aarv 
to take out a licence to trade m rubber nor to export same, though all exported rubber 

( utj ' -ft” 0 ! 118 . i tradin? or dealin S in rubber beyond this limit of 
2° miles without licence will bo held to have contravened the customs laws of Liberia 
4tnd vnll be punished according to the? penalties attached to smuggling, of which due 
notice has been given from time to time. M ° 


teseftj No, 24 . 

Consul Waiiit to Sir Eduard Ort]/^(IUcaiccd March 2.) 

(No 7. Africa. Confidential.) 

air ' 

nr . . _ , , _ Monrovia, February U, 1907, 

nkl, , had recently h™ with the Araariwa Minister, ho mated that 

Bishoj. Herted) (who has ately paid # visit to Liberia from r.he Unite.I States'! aUbottch 
be at (i rat adversely criticism! tbe work and tafe» t of the Chartered Coa£iy ]$ 
Liberia with his views quite changed. 1 J 

I )ur„ig I he Bishop’s stay at Monrovia, ho seems to lifivo gone very fully into ths 

t>.«T| 1 i ari t y ' £t **? GIllot In 5 lector nf Customs and Financial Adviser allowed 
htm the fullest investiyniioii as to the new reorganisation work now going Q n. 

l„x,„ Minuter told me that the Bishop was most favourably impressed 

before he left Liberia, nud to substantiate this statement be producedand showed me 
“Pj>’ af . ® private letter written by Biabop Ilurtucli to Present lloosavelt, in which 
the developtneut scheme was fully explained ami criticised, and the improvements 
waa'i'.I^T tn ^ Cn pl °‘ v !“ 11,11 v'-'uutiy since its inception ware pointed out. A’be letter 
r “™ SU a IO ’ 811(1 a(1(1 ® d as Liberia wag incompetent to 

m.inagi, her own alhurs, some suoti control and assistance was of pressing necessity if 
the country was ui be saved from falling to pieces. 

] thanked the American Minis to? tor hi* confidence, and told him that I should 

&&£g&geS ,nter 88 w ^ polic? 04 refoim aow «« * 

l have, iSc. 

(Signed) BRAITHWAITE WALLIS. 


[6860] No, 2G* 

Consul Wallin fo iStr Edward Ore#.—(Received March 2.) 

(No, S, Africa. Confidential.) 

Sir 

ivtttt a . ,,1 . Morercrur, February 11, lflOL 

lOnr r reference to my Coofideutial despatch, No. 22, Africa, of the 15th March 
1 J! { °™^ng copies of a scheme introduced by Mrs. French Sheldon mid accepted 


by the Liberian Government, whereby a. coticcssiou of 1,200 square miles was granted 
to that lady in tide country ; 1 have the honour to inform you that this conedjjfiiou 
recently an n it I led by the Liberian. Legislature, owing to the conditions upon 
which it was granted having not been carried out. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) BHAITFIWAITE WALLIS. 
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No* 26. 


Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 2-) 


(No, 10. Africa. Confidential,) 

k' r j Monrovia f February 15, 1&07* 

THE Legislature rose last week, and preparations arc in progress for the 
Presidential election in May. 

i’hc first step towards the reconstruction of an important part of the Constitution 
ties been effected, although it was only passed by a bare majority ia the Senate By 
it the President is given a term of office of four years instead of't wo. The Senate sit 
tor six years iusLead of four j and the House of Representatives now remain in power 
four instead of two years as formerly. 

I lie President is confident that the country will confirm these amendments upon 
his re-election. The general opinion here is that Air. Barclay will get in again 
without difficulty. His re-election tn May is of vital necessity to the reforms now 
takinrr place i n the country through the agency of the Liberian Development 
Company. 


I>urmg the recent Session there were several matters to be carried through the 
Legislature. Some of the most important of these were the recommendations of the 
Principal Inspector in Customs reorganization, the proposals of the Chartered and 
Rubber Companies, and the amendments in the Constitution as to the tenure of office 
of the Legislators. 

Any injudicious pressure brought to bear upon this Government at this juncture 
by urging the acceptance of a British gun-boat in favour of the German offer, the 
necessity of a European Treasurer to reorganize the present chaotic state of Liberian 
finance, and the other points 30 necessary to accomplish if this country ia to he 
dragged inun the stole of el ironic disorganization and corruption which have 
permeated through every Department of the Liberian Government, might not only 
hn\e wrecked, the reforms which these two British Companies were struggling to 
carry, hut- might have eYon endangered the chances of President Barclay’s re-election 
for a period of four years. 

Tn mv despatch No. tS, Africa, Confidential, of the £lth instant, \ endeavoured to 
explain the amendments mode in the Rubber Corpora*ion's organization, and pointed 
out that this Company had obtained 20,000 square miles over which they can now 
carry out their exploitation of rubber in the bin tor I and. 

A new l lank scheme (copy of which is in dosed) was proposed and accepted bv 
President Barclay, Tt was, however, rendered unacceptable by the Senate, who added 
these two clauses:— 


1. No interest is ever to exceed 6 per cent. 

2* The bank charter is only to last until the termination of the loan. 


mtemw ror immediate investment m the bank can now be placed at the disposal of 
the Road Construction Department, which is engaged at present in pushing towards 
the hinterland. 

Lastly, I have the honour to report that a young Englishman, formerly in the 
employ of the Rubber Corporation, has been appointed Collector of Customs on 
the Apglo-Liberton frontier, He is also to receive shortly from the President a 
commission appointing him a sort of Commissi oner in that portion of the territories 
of the Republic with powers to deal with and settle certain cases. 

This is a stop of great importance, and should have far-reaching results. 

Sir H. Johnston and Mr. Lament, the Principal Inspector of Customs, will Lave 
lor Sierra Itoone shortly, nud will there confer with tbe Acting Governor upon 
i)illations in connection w:11. the frontier. TheV '..-ill afterwards proceed to this frontier 
[1773] 
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bj the Sierra Leone Hallway, and Mr, Lament will settle the locality of the now 
customs station, and draw up certain Regulations connected therewith. He will, on 
behalf of the Liberian Government, also confer with the Acting Governor at Freetown 
upon the Mano River question \ about which I hope that Home satisfactory settlement 
can bo arrived at. 

Mi. Turnout and myself have carefully gone over the proposals that he is to put 
forward, and they appeal to me to be sound and workable, 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) BRAITH \V AITE WALLIS. 


In cl os lire in No, 2fl. 


Banking PrQpQ&Wm ; Gori?rttfiieHt Bank of Liberia, 


Articles* 


THE Government Bank of Liberia is a corporate body established under Ihe laws 
of Liberia* and shall enjoy all the rights and privileges of Liberian corporate bodies. 
The Government of Liberia, ahull have the right of inspecting the affairs of the 


The Government of Liberia, ahull have the right of inspecting the affairs of the 
Rank, and may appoint auditors for the purpose. 

Copies of all reporEfc nml accounts ahail bo remitted to the Secretary of the 
Treasury of Liberia. 

The Bank shall have at its disposal a capital of 25,000/., of which 20,000/. shall 
be regarded as working capital, and 5,000/* as reserve of capital. 

The head office is in London, but the Board of Directors shall create agencies in 
Liberia at Monrovia and Grand Basa or elsewhere* as it may think advisable. 

The objects of the Bank are— 


(a.) To make small advances to farmers, traders, nmmcipalittps, and others. 

(h.) To conduct the financial business of the Govern mont of Liberia, 

(e.) To make, draw, accept', indorse, discount, and issue bills of exchange, 
promissory notes, and other negotiable instfoments. 

{*£) To issue Bunk notes up to twothirds of the capital of the Bank, suitable 
guarantee being given. 

! e„) To conduct the ordinary business of banking, 

/) To act as a Treasury of the Republic of Liberia* 

y.) To carry on, if necessary, th& business of export and import merchants* 

(A.) To mint and circulate coin in conjunction with the Treasury of the Republic 
of Liberia. 


Advances may be of two natures— 


1, Not to exceed lOOL, recoverable within one year. 

2, Not to exceed 50i. s recoverable within six months or under. 

3, All advances must be secured— 


(/a) By mortgage on real estate, 
(&*) By lien on the crops. 


(c?,) By Him on any marketable product. 

(d.) By lien on any marketable goods or merchandize. 

(f.) By the transfer of Government Bonds of the Republic of Liberia, 

-f. Assessment, of real estate for mortgages shall not exceed one-half of the actual 
assessed value made by the Bank. 


Muriki].*3i- 

lie*. 


Oovvi titacot 
of Liberia. 


The rates of interest shall be fixed at 6 per cent per annum for loans of one year, 
and B per cent, per annum for loons of shorter duration, i r e., under one year, 

Advances to municipal it Eos shall not exceed 250/. r and shall he secured by 
Government guarantee, chargeable against the general revenue of the Republic of 
Liberia at a fixed rate of G per cent, per annum. 

Advances to the Government of Lita.-riii in accordance with the existing agree¬ 
ments, or with agreements that may lie rmtered into. 

The Bank shall, in conjunction with the Treasury of Liberia, undertake the 
minting and circulation of silver and copper coin, but pro(U$ upon such transaction 
shall he divided equally between the Government of the Republic and the Bank* 
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The Bank shall further undertake— 

1, The discounting of approved notes and bills of exchange. Deposit 

2, To receive deposits withdrawable after one year, at an interest of 2^ per cent. fi «wLmts: 
on all sums above IfJOLj under 100L* wit lid raw able at three months' notice, 14 per bilUdin- 
cent,, or such terms of interest ns may be agreed upon between the Bank and the C£ “ oti|B *- 
clients. 

The management of the Bank shall he invested in a Board of directors, whoso Uuage- 
seat shall lie in England. mtni. 

Shall not be defrayed out of capital. Dimtanv 

f«rt* 

In order that the local conditions nnd needs of the people of Liberia shall bo Advisory 
fairly understood nnd considered, there shall be constituted an Advisory Bond, whose BowA 
scat shall be at Monrovia, Liberia, and whose members shall consist oL— 

The Manager of the Bank. 

The Secretary of the Treasury of the Republic of Liberia. 

The Attorney-General of the Republic of Liberia* 

The duties of the Board shall be solely of an advisory nature* It shall make 
suggestions with particular regard to the conduct of the banking operations in so far 
na they affect the relations of the Bank to Liberian citizens. 

The services of the Advisory Board shall be rendered gratuitously. 

At any time they may dcsiro to do so the Directors may increase the working Supple 
capital of the Bank, in which event tenders for sums up to one-half of tko supple- nwmtKy 
mentary capital aliall bo invited from the Government of Liberia, hut the period of 0<lfdtl1 
time allowed for the acceptance or rejection of such tender shall he limited to six 
months, 




, D&Jntinp Street, Marchjjy 1007. 

. u reference to your letter of the 19th February, I am directed by the Earl of 
Elgin to transmit to you, to bo laid before Secretary Sir Edward Gray, a copy of a 
telegram from the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone reporting the result of a visit'which 
he had made to Kunre] ilium, near the Anglo-Liberian frontier, \q confer with 
Sir Harry Johnston. 

I to observe (hat ihe meaning of the telegram ia not quite clear, but that 
Lord Elgin proumes that any ambiguity wilt be removed by the despatch, a copy of 
which will bo transmitted to you when received. 

I run, &c. 

(Signed) R* L. ANTROBUSL 


1 ndosure in No. 27 


Ai ling Governor Smith to the Earl of Elgin. 


[ffceeim/ March 3, l9Q7 r ] 


BSTURNEII r™, Bom.™ (and) Kan^l.liWL Wh* 1 
I have explained meaning of new state of affaire to tbo people of frontier towns* 
Liberian lovemniont havebeen able to establish custom-houses at lino ns near ns 
P?, . Jr? h° m aru aiif also Kan relation. each of them in charge of Englishmen. 

Liberian Government military officer and also native soldiers, except twenty-five* with- 
drmwj from knnreiahnri. ^ Johnston, with plenary powers (from) Liberian Government, 
hflscrit'rd JLoma^, Liberian Government military officer, and the native soldiers proceed 
to IMedu. Ilua is <m account of French officer having been at that place collecting 
taxea. Jcumeion has been informed that Licledu within our sphere o£ influence. 










Despatch foJlowe by mail. Johnston informs mo that he has urgently advised President 
of Libepap Republic recede from frontier line as proposed Bin^r-Johnataii. It is 
proposed to revert to 1S92 delimitation of frontier. Instructions’ have been sent by 
telegraph Liberian Government representative Paris suspending action tdl further 
instructions received from Ministers Liberian Republic, Joknetun sails on htk March. 


[7463] Na 88. 

Admiralty to foreign Office,—(Received March 7.) 

■ 

(Confidential.) 

' * TiTFPtr f t t Admiralty, March % ] 907. 

11 li reference to your letter of the rSfrth January ncap&ctmg the proposed 
transfer of His Afajeaty s^ship 11 Alert" to the Liberian Government, and to the further 
telegram of Hie 11th ultimo from His Majesty's Consul at Monrovia, I am commanded 
by my Lords (Jommupionora of the Admiralty to acquaint yon, for the information of 
Secretary S j rEtl\rard Grey, that their Lorfishipa have considered the proposals of 
t'ondititma^Government, and are prepared to transfer the vessel on the following 

i rtrww Li? 1 ^ *? r ^ tl,e I^iian Government by annual instalment* of 

LSmi until the full amount of 7,500!. i 6 paid up. Their Lordships consider that the 
rate of payment proposed by the Liberian Government, viz., 500L per annum would 
extend Ule purchase over too long a period. 

< . J*- TjlfU ^' e Y® 88 ®* }m t insured by the Liberian Government against loss in the 
Ppaid** 11 " 63 of tli0 PWChnsem and. the Admiralty until the total purchase money 

3. 1 hat the responsibility of the Admiralty for tho ship shall cease on her delivery 
■ygyg* 40 “V ™JT 1» deputed by the Liberia OowwrnM to 

to „„v..l T fm^l»° P Tr ° f ,h f - C0St of tb - e , ?? 8 a£r ? m to Liberia shall bs dialed 

t 7 \■ rj,] * c0 ® t Jfi approximately estimated at 1,175b, assuming that a spued 

of 10 knots is maintained on the voyage, * 

5. I hat if the Liberian Government require the armament originally stated viz 
,Wu J C 10 ' aQt l { our with ammunition, it will he necessary for them lo 

pay the fall price of the same on delivery, viz,, Their LordshipsW however 

willing to supply free of charge an armament of four or more 6-pounder Ifotohkies mine 
and rnouutmgs with ammunition, these being surplus to navaf rcqdreZ^ I,?™ 

thl LitrirGo^ment ** Ul " aad ^ inunk[ ^ ™ Jl * ****** to 

i L if ' w LJt j * Je condi tkpal upon tho prior sanction of the Tmisurv 

being obtained by your Department to the conditions mcotioned irmmty 

1 am, *£c. 

(Signed) C. I. THOMAS. 


17954i 


No. 29. 


(Xh 5 j Cmwt-Omml Crsmit ts Sir F.dicnrd (Srty.-~{ teeth ft March ] 1 .) 

Sir 
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[7907] No. 

Afemerandtm commufuT'iiiftt? btj M. Camion, March 11, I0f)7. 

BE8 con cess ioni do drag&ge dans la Rivkre Tanoe {Tent! a) ayanl 6i6 accortkes 
par 1'Art ministration do. hi CAte d’Ivoire h line mafeon Franca iso, 1 e Gouvemuiir do la 
''Gold Const” n feit observer quo lea dragages entxegms dans les «ms ucutres do cette 
riviere avre I'assrnttnieiii rtes scales nuiorifefe Franfatses, (rt sans I'autorisntion (it 1 * 
autarit&S BriUmniqucs, pouvnient 6tre oOnsiddr&s comma une atteinte h hi liherfe do 
la navigation inscrilr dans F Article III dr la Convention Franco-Angtafec (In 10 Affftt, 
186®, Cette discussion n'a damid lieu il nmeuno difficult pratique, grftcc mi reserves 
insdriSes dans ks permit de dragngo ddlivrtfe |mr F Administration Fran^uisc ut j\ 1'esprit 
do bonne entente des ileus Gmireraenrs; mafe ccux*ci ont pen si qiTil sorait utile da 
rdgkr eette question une fois pour ton tee par ime addition it fa Convention prrtcitec, ot 
cefcte suggestion a dfe apprmiYde par ks Minfetres dcs Affaires Rt ran-free et ties 
Colonies. 

> L’Ambassadanr d<? France tat on consequence charge do proposer iiu Seeristaire 
d'Ktat pour les Affaires Rtrangire* 1‘adoption d ucc disposition ndditionnetta a ta 
Convention Fianco-Anglaise du 10 Aoftt, 1880 {Article III), mix tonnes de laqurlfe 
ies imtorfeatEons da dragnge dans fes enux ncutres, do lit Riviere Tanoo. on 'rendu, 
devmfenf Itro sound sew & Fngrdment dcs deux Gouverncmeufe da la CMr d'Ivoire et da 
la "Gold Coast.” M, 1\ Cam1>on serait heufeux do connaitre Ie sentiment du Gou- 
verncment BrjtanniqtLe sur cette proposition, 

Amfmssade dg France, Jjmdre$< 
te 0 Mart, 1007. 


H 4 




On the other hind, once tile Thifes-Kayes constructed, tke Gambia would lose 
much of its value io them, 

Jn addition, however, to the actual saving on railway construction, the Gambia 
route would he much cheaper tor the products of the Soudan, as they would have a 
shorter railway journey to a port which could ha reached by ocean-going steamers, 

M, Houme further said that, as a logicnl consequence of the application of the new 
Customs Tariff to the French districts on either aide of the Gambia, he would bu obliged 
to establish a chain of customs ]K>sfe along I he whole of the frontier, so a* to prevent 
smuggling from British territory, and that fie much feared that this would give rise to 
friction and complaints, 

.IIo asserted that British intercafe arc very small in the Gambia; that of five 
European frdsiiiess houses in Bathurst, one only is British, the others being French or 
financed by French capital; that by far the larger number of the factories in the 
Protectorate arc French; and that practically the whole expert trade fe tu French 

hands. 

Under these circumstance f M. Bourne tlioughi that the Gambia Colony might bo 
mode the subject of an exchange, and suggested that the complete abandonment of 
French rights in the New Hebrides would be a fair one, urging that, although we bad 
arranged a condominium in that- group, such nrrangcniens invariably ended in disputes, 
and ihat it would be Dutch more satisfactory to Great Britain, and especially to the 
Commonwealth of Australia, if the New Hebrides were entirely under Bril Sail rule. 

In fact, M. Bourne suggested that both tile Gambia and the New Hebrides were 
dark spots which would eventually produce friction between Great Britain and France, 
and that it would be to the ml vantage of belli parties to obviate any such possibility by 
effecting an exchange, 

l, of course, merely listened to M, Bourne's arguments without expressing any 
opinion, but consider it to be my duty to report the purport of his conversation for your 
information, 

* I have, 

(Signed) 0, F. CltOUIE, paptum. 


[7463] 


No, 30. 


Foreign Oj jfi>e tc Treasury. 

* Farcign Ofict, Merck 12, 1007. 

UJlil reference to your letter of the 15th January, respecting the proposed 
transferor II m Majesty^ ship "Alert'' to the Liberian Goveninicrit, t am directi.d bv 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that Fife Majesty’s Cotnml ;>l'Monrovia has now 
reported that the Liberian Government would be prepared to jrarchase the vessel at 
too price asked, viz,, They arc. however, unable to pay thift sum down, ami 

have proposed, m the event of their offer being accepted, to discharge the debt at the 
rate of fe>0/. a-yonr. They further cxpitsfl the hope that the cost r>f bringing tilt? 
veseelout to Liberia may be borne by Bis Majesty’s Government and that she may lit* 
(’leaned before her departure. On receipt of this eoninnm feat ion, u fetter was m hirers ud 
by tins Departnieut to tbb Lords Com mission ers of the Admiralty urging Uie acceptance 
ot liiB proposed terms, and lam lo transmit herewith a copy of the retd y which ha q 
been received from their Londabips,* 

u J wjJI , ’ sccli iimt “buy are unahfe to accept annual ins tabu cuts of I B gfc tluin 
:md Lnai ihey cauntU consiini to the cost of the voyage from Birmudn to 1 iheria 
icmg charged to naval funds. They further require that the vessel ho insured hr tilts 
toberiais i jovernment against loss in the joint names of du- purchaser* ntid the 
A cl ini nil tv until I he total purchase-money lias been paid. 

It is also io lie noted that, as no alternative to supplying the Liberian Government 
V y f, U 1f l 1 ] J r rCJ ^ Armament at a coal of Llieir feuifehips are wilEtng in nre^cul 

the LiNnan Government with some 0-pounder HotcKkies guns which are eurpltm to 
junvid _reqtureinenis. They conclude by jointing out tltat those offers must be con- 
sulered as being mode subject to tlio approval of your Department. 

‘8ir Idvvaid Grey JBi afraid that ihe term a suggested by the Admtreliv will prove 
jR ft>r . sjra^ajd resource® of 11 io Li Wrian Ex chequer, but bo m mi 1 

glad if, although the Lords Commissioners of the Troafluty eotdtl not see their w av Ut 


[1778] 
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authorizing the gift of a vessel to the Liberian Government, as originally pressed by 
thia Department, they could at any into sanction Ilia Majesty's Consul at Monrovia 
being instructed to convey to the Liberian Government,, as a proof of good-will on the 
part of liis Majesty's Government, the modified offer now suggested by the Admiralty/ 

X am, «o, 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON. 


[6857] 


No. 31. 

Fordyu Office to Colonial Office. 


^ ir> \TTTmTT r 1 . Foreign Office, March 14, 1907. 

Ui 11J reference to your letter of the 2nd ultimo, respecting the proposed estab¬ 
lishment of cable communication between Monrovia and Freetown, 1 am directed by 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Earl of 
Elgin, copy of a despatch from ILio Majesty's Consul at Monrovia® stating that th«- 
™hr of a German Company to undertake the work in question has boon accepted by 
the Liberian Government. 

For the moment, therefore, it appears to be useless to consider the question of a 
contribution by the Government of Sierra Leone towards ihe expense of estabLishing 
telegraphic communication with Monrovia, & ' 

T am, &c r 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON. 


[7954] 


No. 32. . 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


8 j r av +v * i ! o n - „ ^ Foreign Office, March 19, 1907. 

1 “ dieted by .SecreUryS,r E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be kid 
before the Karl of Elgin, a copy of a despatch from Bin Majesty’s Cousnl-Geoeral at 
Ikkar.T recoiling a convertatiou with M. Bourne, the Governor-General qf the French 
boudan, in winch tins latter expressed his desire to sec an exchange effiSted between 
this country and France of their respective rights in the Gambia and the New Hebrides 
it is, of course, impossible to say whether the idea is one entirely of M. Romne's 
or whether ho put it forward as knowing that it would lie favourably entertained bv his 
(Tovenmientj and m any case it seems desirable that any proposals on the eu Licet 
flfctat "w^iica. frarii Uiu French Government, P 2£Lrliil Bp howeier, 

!> f.I; V' S ,'f F™* * oaW taka 1110 BWtt" into ccuuiideration anj 

idfonn him whether ho irould be prepared to entertain mush a proposal as that indicated 
and '1 so on what terms. If hid Lordship is favourably iueliued towards the idea 

SSSSThS. Kte? *** had bettof iatroiMe h in Pari9 - *. 

Should this course be adopted, it will remain to bo seen whether the French 
Government would agree to give this country something more than the New Hebrides 

noi If is wLl , cJlT lla * vever a &tefl»bte *0 the Australian Colonies, would 

DOl i it. IS 11 El l Li! f I IT W 1 F H *• n r I I i+n nt a iWim tat ...... k _ ri!_ Ir ■ r 1 


■rmico to fun her surrender her Treaty of 1844 with. Zamibur, u stop slm bu/reeeX 

b&eu J*!®"! !*>' Ul ® Government to take on tbe very insecure ground of 

more friendship and complaisance. 3 uukumh, fcrouucj at 

I nnj, <fce; 

(Signed) E. GORST, 


* Nu a. 


t No, tn, 


1 " 

^iSsseSPs*.. 





[9047} No. 33. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received March SO,) 

gj ri ^dntiraity, Alarch 19,1907. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of tbe Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affaire, copy of a telegram dated 
the 13th instant from the Commanding Officer of His Majesty's ship Dwarf/ 7 

Their Lordships propose to approve the proposal of the Commanding Officer of 
the “ Dwarf," should Sir Edward Grey esc no objection ? 

An early reply is requested. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 



Incisure in No. 33. 


IJcute-naul Mac Lean to Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.} 11 Dv:n.rf,^ Sierra Leone , March 18, 1907 

M. XtAMONT, Chief Customs, Liberia, requcg,ia passage in "Dwarf" dtui 
Liberian cruise, desiring protection while insspceiing. With the President of Liberi 
approval, it is proposed to land small-arm mem when visits are paid. Shall " Dwai 
take him ? 


Flottiign Office to Admiralty. 

gi Fi Foreign Office t March 20, 1907. 

I All directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge (bo receipt t>£ your 
letter of the J9th instant, respecting the proposal that when His Majesty's ship 
** Dwarf" tokos liis Majesty's Consul for Liberia on his cruise along tiro coast of that 
country, she should also take M. lament, the Chief Inspector of the Customs of the 
Republic, who is auxious to visit the various maritime towns. 

I nm to request you lo inform tbo Lords Commissioner of the Admiralty that 
Sir Edward Grey has no objection to offer to this proposal 

It should, however, be clearly understood that, if any armed force is landed from 
the u Dwarf," it is with the consent, of the Liberian Government, and solely for the 
purpose of protecting Captain Wallis and M. lament in returning to the ship. No 
attempt should bo made to enforce a landing for these gentlemen should the inhabitants 
seek to prevent it. 

X am, &o, 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[9206] No, 35, 

Trffl^wry to Foreign Office.—(Received March 21.) 

Sir, TVe&aiiry C/hrmfrer.?, March 2-0,. 1907+ 

I AM to request you to inform Secretary Sir I'd ward Grey that the fiords 
Cominiasicncre of His Majesty's Treasury assent to the proposal submitted in Sir E. 
Barrington's letter of the 12th instant, that His Majesty's ship "Alert" should 1*? 
offered to the Liberian Government for the sum of 7.UOOL, ou the conditions recom¬ 
mended by the Admiralty. 

Their Lordships think, however, that it should be clearly impressed upon the 
Liberian Government that no modification cau bo made in the forms now proposed ; 
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that it is 0 condition of tho offer that the instalment hi should ba paid promptly within 
the year in which they sre duo* and that neither the vessel nor the guns, Ac,, become 
the Itsgnl property of the Liberian Government until payment has been made in full to 
the Admiralty. 

I atn, &c, 

(Signed) WALTER RUKCMAN. 


:i 


[ 9047 ] 


No* 3G* 


{No. 3.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


P. 


Sir Edward Grey to Consul Wallis, 

Foreign Office t March £1. 1907, 


egrn] 

CRUISE of lEm Majesty 1 ® ship "Dwarf," 

We have agreed that Lament may accompany you on the H< Dwarf on the flfcder- 
aUintiLng that if any armed force is landed it is with the consent of the Liberian 
Government* nud that it is solely to protect ±Mr. Lament and yourself in returning to 
the ship. 

Lauding is not to be enforced by us if it is anywhere opposed. 


[10048] 


No. 37* 


Memorandum communicated btj Xf H Camhon , March 2% 1907. 


PAfi an Memorandum du IS D^cdmbre t 1906* Sir Edward Grey a fait eavoir a 
rAmbaasudeur do Lranec quo Jo Gonvemoment do la Repci hlique do Liberia avait 
autoriad ]’occupation paries troupe® Britan tuques, a tilre tempomire,do certains points 
tie son temloire. 

Le GoHYoruemetit FVnof&is serait ddeireux do commit re leu tormes exacts de 
1 Accord mtertenu k ce snjet outre Ic tiouvememem Anglais et ceiui do Liberia* [| 
soirhaiterait i^galement FPcevoir communication du teste do la deruicre Convention du 
dels in i tat i on Anglo- Li be ri on ne, 

Lt 22 Mars. 1907. 


9203] 


No* 38. 


«* *■) 


&ir f&tunrd G tty frj Consul Wallis, 


• rd Xfe ) t I » ■ ♦ I t ■ Foreign Office, March S£L 1907. 

id, 1 ff 1 ;. 01 1 ^ J , t ' rC v io Lilienan Government. Your tSegrnniB Xoa. 1 and 2. 

on ihXl^teZ^ l ° UbMi “ G<Jvom “ 1 “ D » fc y m Oonnrott 


Ih. U?7jm l 10 w punet,,ally b - v a,lnl, » 1 '"Moments of l,000f. 

2. I ho LtlKirian (foviernment to insure the vessel against loss in the joint names 
11 \i and the Admiralty until the total purchase money baa brers paid. 

i , Ji f i lv *?fT ,,r tl,c vessel m Bermuda responsibility of Admiralty will cease 
hm the vessel will be cleaned by them first if mtornKj 

Govern moot, **** e3tin,ntcd flt "» 10 W* ^ be defrayed by Liberian 

JlflV /!' Mentioned in your telegram No. I would coat 3,0002. and would 

r ' ^ 3S Majesty's. Government arc prepared to present the 

1 ■ ri,l V Guvemmont wilh four or snore 6-pounder Hotchkiss guu& and mountings wills 

ammunition. I be Liberian Government would only have to bear the cost of carnage 








































("7&97J No - 3b ' 

Foreign Office tty Colonial Office. 

, Foreign Office, March 22 , 1 907 . 

I am directed by Secretary Sit £. Grey to transmit to you herewith a copy a 
Memorandum communicated by the French Ambassador with regard to the grant to a 
French firm by the Administration of the Ivory ('oast of certain dredging concerns 
in the Tano Rivw*to which the Government of the Gold Coast had Taken exception a* 
being an infringement of Article III of tho Anglo-.1 rench. Convention of the 

1 Oth August, 1389. - ... 

hi Carobon proiHJyca that an addition should be made lo Mint Convention, providing 

that licences to dredge in the neutral waters of she- Tnno River should be submitted to 
the common consent of the Governments of the Ivory Coast and < ■old Coast. 

In thr letter from this Department of the 1st December] UOo, the MsirqucKn of 
Lamdowne concurred in Mr. Lyttelton's suggestion to approve a similar proposal made 

by the Governor of the Gold Coast. . 

In these circximslaiices Sir E. Grey presumes that Lz>rd Elgin udl see no object ion 
to his assenting to the proposal now put forward by M. Gambon. 

, 1 am, an. 

(Signed) E. GOEST. 
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Yon should submit this offer to the Liberian Government, expressing at the same 
time the hojie that they will see ia it a proof of the desire of HEs Majesty's Government 
to be agreeable to the Liberian Government. 

Stops will be token Lo secure officers mentioned in your telegram on hearing from 
you that the Liberian Government accept offer. 

You should let us know what is proposed in regard to pensions and leave. 


[9717] No. as. 

Afemorfindian commttnh.vied btj Sir fi JcAnsion, March 2h t 1007. 

1* The Rubber Question, — This, I think, was fully dealt with by Consul Wallis in a 
despatch which he must have Rent you somewhere about the miihlEe of February. 
I furnished the inelnsiires for this despatch, arid ! think you told me yesterday that you 
had received it, l presume that this matter in now definitely settled. It was a be 
referred to tbc consideration of Lord Elgin, who, if bo approved, was to instruct the 
Governor of Sierra Leone to publish it in the H Government Gazette‘‘of that Colony 
all the necessary announcements dealing with the settlement. Before I left Sierra 
Leone the Acting Governor received Lord Elgin** cablegram. It was thought, however* 
by both of us that the best proceeding in this case would he to advise the Liberian 
Government find of ah to publish all Ihcac announcements dealing weMi the export of 
rubber amt the new definition of the Rubber Corporation's right* and privileges, and 
then to sftid on printed copies of these Proclamations, &c. T to the Government of 
Sierra Leone for the information of that Colony. The text of such announcements by 
the Liberian Government n-ill. of co'inse, be in absolute accord with the documents 
a]ready submitted to the Foreign Office and the Colonial Office. Upon the receipt of 
these copies the Acting Governor would Mien cause them to I>c published in the 
“ Government Gazette*' of Sierra Leone, Had the proceedings been reversed, it 
might, l thought, savour too much of Sierra Leone intervention in Liberian affairs. 

I left Liberia mi the Iflth February, reached Freetown (Sierra Leone) on the 
18th February, and on the 20th February started from the coast hv itli Acting Governor 
Dnddotto^nilth and n number of Sierra Leone officials connected with roads* railways* 
customs, native administration, nnd military affairs, find proceeded to railhead (Ikilima), 
and then by road to iJaiwala, Tltere also travelled wilh m, as representing the 
Customs interests of the Liberian Government, Mr, W. J, Lament, Chief Inspector, &e.> 
of the Liberian Customs, Baiima is about 12 miles from the Liberian frontier by one 
of the principal trade routes - probably less in a direct line, The first problem we had 
to resolve was the choosing of the site of (lie joint station on the frontier which could 
be the head-quarters in that direction of the Liberian Government for customs and 
native affairs, and of the Liberian Rubber Cor pension for the regulation of the rubber 
trade. To avoid undue expense to all purtie.s, it was first desired to create a single 
station quite clone to the frontier, which might, is tor on possibly he balanced by a 
Customs station of the Sierra Leone Government, In choosing this site, however* 
H was thought desirable Lo make it coincide ns nearly'as possible with the spot at which 
the Sierra Leone Railway, when prolonged, would Touch the Liberian frontier. 

But after listening to the represen to Man* of all persons concerned* including the 
Liberian Loimnisslouer, Lieutenant Lomax, who had travelled across to meet us from 
the Liberian side ^ith a force of Liberian police, it was decided that for present 
needs two Customs stations must be established on lhe Sierra Leone frontier. There is 
a large and important native to an on tile Libation -side called Kara Lahuh. Through 
this town passes a trade route from the north-east, bringing a very considerable amount 
of commerce from the iCisi country to the Sierra Leone Railway. L ia impossible to 
ignore thiit trade or to forbid its pushing from Liberia into Sierra Leone along a route 
that has been established probably for ecu tunes. But this ia not tbc rubber trade. 
Little or no rubber comes from Die extreme noith-west oi Liberia, the rubber being 
really brought from the centre and the forests along flic southern half of the Sierra 
Leone frontier. The rubber route towards Lhe Sierra Leone Railway terminus crosses 
the (rentier at a place called Kobawana (more generally huoivn as Dgrnnrti), nrnJ 
passing ihrpEEgh the large town of Baiwala, reaches railhead (Baiima) from a South¬ 
easterly direction. Jiiin is also .i native to mi of considerable antiquity! and a trade 
T'octc winch it would he most unreasonable to close. Kebnwriini, oil the Liberia it 
IrontEer, is about 20 mites south of Karo Lahuh. The railway as it reaches the 
Liberian frontier will probably touch it at a spot nearly midway between Kara Lahuu 
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*nd Kebraum, Kg doubt when the railway reaches the frontier it may he possible to 
direct all the trade to railhead, and obviate the necessity of two Custom*- stations 
within 20 mites of each other. For the time being, however, we have established the 
two stations, at oath of which there will be a Liberian Customs official—for the time 
being, an Englishman. M each of these places rubber licences will be i^ued, and 
rubber can he exported into Sierra Leone* or Sierra Leone traders Can.* in like manner, 
enter Liberia [c trade in rubber or anything else. South of Kdfeawana there will be a 
long stretch of frontier—-perhaps, nearly 100 miles—without a Customs station or a 
legitimate port of entry or exit between Liberia and Sierra Leone; hut it is not 
considered by the authorities on either side that any such place is necessary lor lhe 
reasonable development of the rubber trade* and until Mich trade a- h nines very large 
proportions no move wi!3 he made to add to the number (Lhree in all) of interior po.rU 
of entry on the western frontier of Liberia. 

In connection with Customs work on this frontier* the Liberian (Ioverimaent will 
maintain a Liberian official at Liberian Jure on the Mano Fiver, and an Englishman 
(Mr. JL D, Tlyghcs) at Karo LahufL Mr. Hughes will have under his orders a Liberian 
subordinate at Kebnwnua^but for a good many purposes connected with the Customs and 
native nff&in, Mr, MacLfctighltn* an official of the Liberian Rubber Corporation, will 
represent the Liberian Government in dealing with the British authorities in the 
absence of Mr. Hughes* (Mr, MacLfttigh'lin now occupies a post of I'onriderable 
importance in the Liberian Rubber Corporation, u? ho has shown himself well qualified 
to get oil with the Liberian Government and the native population. He came to the 
Corporation from the Niger Company, by whom be was strongly reeo rum ended for 
very good work in Northern Nigeria,) Mr. Mac Laugh! in and .Mr. J. D. Hltghea were 
dispatched by the Rubber Company and the Liberian Government from different parts 
of Western Liberia to travel overland and meet the party under Mr. Hadden-Smith and 
myself at the frontier. They did not arrive in time to take part in the HCttlemenf* but 
t have received a cable announcing jfficir having joined Mr I Jiuiont soon afterwards, 
and hn ring met the District Commissioner appointed by Mr. Haddon~Smttb to settle 
various details, 

2* The French Frontier .—Amongst the tasks we had set ourselves was nn attempt to 
improve the condition of affairs in regard to the occupation of the Liberian territory north 
of the Makoufl River. This territory* ns yon arc aware* was the Imihc of a turbulent tribe 
known w* the Kiri people, who fit one time raided the north-eastern districts of Sierra 
Leone, and were accused of haring raided French territory also. With ilic consent of 
the Liberian Government, British troops were sent a fan years ago from Sierra Leone 
to occupy this region* and they ha<3 deposed the native Chief Kafura* who then made 
friends with the French, and, more or less screened by them* commenced a series of 
petty Tftids on British outposts. The French 3 find had crossed the frontier, and 
established the headquarters of u Commissioner at Bum bn, almost on the boundary 
line, but their occupation had extended in other directions as far as EkStedu, as well an 
to other points further to the south-east. The British had made them selves very good 
friends with the bulk of the people, and, in fact* have pacified all this country to an 
extraordinary degree* us is testified by the absolute lack of annoyance met with ou 
the part of some of our rubber agents and ot more numerous Sierra Leone traders* 
besides the volume of commerce which is steadily setting in from those regions towards 
the Sierra Leone Railway. The French had begun to levy taxes and food contributions 
in a way which had made them heartily disliked. It h quite incorrect to allege, as do 
the French officials, that this region was ignored by the Liberian Government. On the 
contrary, two to tlirec years ago Lieutenant W, Lon ms, a Liberian official* was went by 
President Barclay as Special Commissioner to visit the regions of the French frontier* 
and enter into friendly relations with tlie native Chiefs. Lieutenant Lomax is one of 
the few Liberian officials I have met of wham 1 can apeak in term* of genuine com¬ 
mend ation. He is a young half-caste, with perhaps a larger proportion of white than of 
negro blood in his vein.?. He has received a good education at Sierra Leone, and 
has* I think, been in Europe also, His best qualification h his remarkable knowledge 
of native language?, and a? the result he is a good dual liked and I rusted by the native 
Chiefs, The natives consider him to fee a white man* and probably this is the reason 
why he travels about their country with Hie fame lack of annoyance a? b reported by 
ihe expedition sent OUL by the Rubber Company* It is quite a mistake to suppose that 
any of the natives of the Liberian hinterland are prejudiced against Europeans, The 
only feeling of hostility that linn arisen is against the French* and eveti in that case it is 
the black Senegalese soldiers of the French, who are so heartily disliked because of 
their raids to collect ta.se? and food contributions. lieutenant Lomax had be u 
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Instructed by President Barclay to relieve the British of the charge of occupying 
Kara Lahufi, and he had accordingly arrived there with from one to two hundred 
soldiers. These were officered by several America-LI berm ns* one or two of whom 
made themselves very objectionable, and allowed a great lack of discipline, But lor 
the tact and wisdom of such British officers as Major Le Mesurier amt Captain Gill a 
very disagreeable complication might have arisen, Lomax ia a person rath r easily 
hurt in Ida susceptibilities* if any attempt is made to treat him as a negligible quantity* 
lie was, however, so completely won over by the kindness of Ids reception at the kinds 
of all the British officers in this region that he showed liitnsclf completely amenable La 
our advice and suggestions and therefore ret Wed me of the need, which would bn.iv 
been very disagreeable* of openly exercising such powers of Interference as bad been 
accorded tome by the Liberian President. After a discussion with Lujiitenant Lomax 
it was decided that the Liberian troops should be withdrawn from Knro Lahuii until 
it suited the British to withdraw their men across the frontier, and this* of course, 
would only he done when the Government of Sierra Leone was satisfied that 
Lieutenant Lomax could maintain law and order m these regie ns at present under 
British occupation. Whilst we were disciis-ring these matters) there arrived despatches 
from England of a confidential nature, informing the Acting Governor of the si ops 
taken by Hia Majesty's Government to induce the French Government to withdraw 
its troops from the occupation of Liberian territory. Almost simultaneously with 
this news came in form at 3 on from Wulade, to the north of the Mnkonu River* that 
the Frcncli were withdrawing their troops and outposts from such villages a* Bolcdu. 
The Chief of Bdledu asked the Britijfh officer nearest to 3dm to send n British force 
io take the [flnee of the French troops in case Ehe hostile Chief Kafura should come 
instead' Aa it was not at all desirable to extend the sphere of British occupation* it 
appeared to all of as the right thing that Lieutenant Lomax should make nut of at 
least a 100 of his police to occupy ihe posts vacated by the French, He would 
rind tlie natives well disposed to receive him (indeed, the inimical Chief Kafura 
seems now prepared to come L‘o terms with Lamar and settle down under the Liberian 
Government); he would show the French that the Liberians really did exercise authority 
hi Uieso regions; and if this tentative measure proved n success, and a complete pacifica¬ 
tion o(‘ the country followed, the British troops could then withdraw to the British side 
of the frontier. Meantime, of course, they would serve as a screen to Luraax until he 
had got hid force Into good discipline, and would wave him from any serious attack on 
ijic part ol Kafura. This also would leave ttie region south ot the Miikrma River mure 
directly under the orders and administration of Mr, J. [>. Hughes, who has been 
furnished by the Liberian Government with a commission to deal with native 
affairs independently of his Customs work. One or more of the Arnerico-Liberian 
officers or non-commissioned officers who bad shown tUemselves insubordinate were 
scut away by Lomax to be tried by court-martial in Monrovia* I think Lomax Is 
worthy of support and encouragement* and have told President Barclay what an 
excellent opinion I have formed of him* and what a- good impression be litur made on 
the British officers, Lomax Ema detached aomo of hi^ police to act under the orders of 
Hughes. From the number of native witnesses whom we cross-examined there is little 
doubt that he is liked by the natives. 

Lieutenant Lomax, from bin two or three yeanff exploration of the trann-Mafcona 
territory* has tendered a very strong protest to President Bardfty against its cession to 
Fiance. He has some knowledge of the Upper Cuvalkt regions tuo, and considers them 
not nearly so worth having. Hta reports are amply confirmed by the British officers of 
the force of occupation* The hud to the north of the Makuna River is quite healthy 
for EnropejiUH. It grows enormous crops of rice and other grain* and is extremely rich 
in palm kernels. It also maintains large herds of cattle and some honscs* while all the 
native tow mu are superior in umlhcfltion to anything that can be met with elsewhere in 
these regions. The people have been so tamed by their recent contact with Sierra 
Leone, and the commerce which the railway baa caused to spring up, that they arc not 
disposed to resent cither Liberian or British Interference in their affairs* ana some of 
the Chiefs have already offered, unsolicited, to pay to the Liberian Government the hut 
tax which they had offered (of course the offer was refused) lo pay to Sierra Leone- It 
is within your own knowledge that the Colonial Office has never Jibed the definition of 
the Liberian frontier with France which J agreed to provisionally at Paris* because it 
would admit the French down into an important wedge of country along the north-eastern 
boundary of Siena Leone* and would* moreover, band over to Franco miy of the principal 
feeding ground a of the commerce of the Siena Leone Railway, I was not at all disponed 
to surrender this region in these frontier negotiations of UJOj* but President Barclay at 
that time attached some importance to obtaining from France the whole of the western 
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basin of the Cavalta in order to gratify the Liberians of Maryland, the eastern province 
of Liberia^, which was once an independent Republic, and which is always n little inclined 
to give trouble. All that Barclay knew two years ago of the (rmis-Makona country waa 
that it was inimbi.ted by a turbulent tribe whom the British hat! just had to punish for 
their aggressive raids on Sierra Leone. It now seems, however, more probable that 
north-west Liberia is a more valuable a^et than the northeastern part. At any rate, 
its value has been immensely enhanced by the building of the Sierra Leone Railway, 
As regards Maryland and iU objection to the curtailment of the Csvalla basin, the repre¬ 
sentatives of tins province have been more won over to considerations of the general 
welfare of Liberia by having their leading citizen nominated for appointment us Vice- 
President at the coming election, nod one or two of those who in advocated most 

strongly the acquisition of the western Cnvatla basin have died. If the French Govern¬ 
ment had closed with the frontier proposals drawn up by Ringer and myself, and 
accepted provisionally by the Liberian Government, nothing more would remain to be 
said ; but as they have persistently postponed any opinion on the subject, still more 
any settlement, 1 have now advised President Barclay to address a letter to bin repre¬ 
sentative in Paris of the nature of the inclosed document. If he adopts this proposal, 
this letter should reach his representative, Mr. Crommelin, about the end of March, 
The Liberian frontier is so clearly defined in the?o regions by (lie Treaty of 1 802, rhnt 
there cun be no room for dispute on the part of France, As lo the region of the Upper 
Cavnlta, it can well await further geographical survey*. You must not think either the 
Liberian Government or myself hare been changeable. There were no means two years 
ago of appreciating the value of north-western Liberia, which has really been brought to 
l%bt mainly by the extension of the Sierra Leone Railway, which lias made it possible 
to export, its products lo the coast, 

3. The Hnnk Charier *—Amongst Fresident Barclay's schemes was, fis you know, 
the establishment of ft Government Bank of Liberia under the auspices of Lhe Liberian 
Development Chartered Company, A Bank Charter was drawn up by him and approved 
by his Cabinet mid accepted by Messrs, Erlnuger oh behalf of the Chartered Company, 
This would have placed the? Chartered Company practically in the position of Liberian 
citizens, and have identified it still more closely with the Liberian Government, 
President Barclay was quite willing that, under the mgis of the Chartered Company, 
Sir Alfred Jones and bis Irnuk of clriiisli West Africa should tL run " tbu Government 
Ranh of Liberia, which would be In some respects the Liberian Treasury, All that he 
stipulated for was such representation of the Chartered Company on the Board of the 
Liberian Branch of Jones' Bant ns would enable (lie Company fo fulfil its obligation* to 
tile Liberian Government to keep h advised on all matters concerning the bank. But, 
ns you arc aware, after Sir Alfred Jones had taken up the matter with some eagerness" 
he refused this essential Condition, and the negotiations came to an end. The Bank 
Charter devised last autumn by the President was of such a favourable nature ihat 
it might have been possible for tlse Company, with the financial support of 
VJesura, Krianger, to work the bank without the assistance of the Bank of British West 
Africa. Perhaps for [fiLs reason, however^ .Sir Alfred Jones brought considerable 
influence to hear on the Liberian Legislature in January last, and when the Charter was 
submitted to them by the President, though they passed an Act accepting ji, they 
added to the Charter two conditions which rendered the whole thing unworkable, 
Consequently 1 declined to accept the Charter as thus modified, I am merely main¬ 
taining n Banking Department for the Liberian Government to the extent Tendered 
obligatory by the terns of the Agreement of January l9Q(i. The question am well 
afford to stand over till next year. I am not at nil eager to go further with it under 
present circumstances. I still hope that some arrangement maybe possible with the 
Bank ot British West Africa to lake over this business. You liavCj I am aware, been 
toid by Sir Alfred Jones that l had opposed such n plan* This is the reverse of the 
truth. But the one condition we arc obliged to insist on (nut because we care, but 
because the Liberian Government makes it obligatory) is that if Sir Alfred Jones or 
anybody vise b to carry on the work of 1 1 to Government Bank of Liberia it must be 
under the existing Cbarter of the Development Company—in other words* there must 
be at Ica^t one representative of either the Liberian Government or Company on the 
Board of the Bank. I think you possess already a copy of the projected I tank Charter, 
which may at anytime be revived; if you do not, I can semi you one. The "Tl-iil 
feature ot our cxLliug Ranking Department is that wo hold the customs revenues 
fi 'll feted by the Liberian Government in safes which can only be opened by the fcevs of 
the Company’s General Manager and the Liberian Secretary of the Treasury' so thill in 
this manner the Liberian otlirinF* cannot obtain acee-s Lo the ensu belonging to their 
country except under proper gujrantees of good faith. 
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4. Ctotounon rfrttrifed to Mrs. French-Sheldon.— Some mystery still attaches to the 
visit of Mrs. French-Sheldon to Liberia in 1905-1006, and the Concession which she 
asked for then, A proportion of her expenses was paid by Sir Alfred Jones, and she 
alleged that she wu working for A Concession for certain American citizens, which, 
moreover, she declared was particularly desired by President Roosevelt, Though I 
Lav* no proof of the following statement, it nevertheless appear probable that she 
also presented some kind of letter or Credentials from Mr, Whitelnw Be id. She 
asserted at any rale that the American Ambassador to Great Britain was in favour of 
her schemes. On the other band, the American Minister to Liberia, Dr. Ernest Lyon, 
disavowed from the first any American support to Airs, Frcnch-Sheldou. Nevertheless, 
the Concession she asked tor wan granted. This Concession, if it bad been put in 
forest w ould have most seriously embarrassed I bo Chartered and Rubber Com¬ 
panies, as it might have involved them in litigation^ seeing that it conflicted in 
letter and spirit with privileges already granted to them. 1 understand that Sir Alfred 
Jones subsequently denied having any connection with Mrs, French-Sheldon's Concession, 
which was disposed of to some American Jews with a branch agency in London, 
Fortunately, no one bad sufficient faith in it to pay down the preliminary deposit 
exacted by the Liberian Government, l drew the attention of the- President to (Ilia 
awkward Concession, which if it had been taken tip seriously might have introduced a 
great deal of discord : and as the preliminary conditions had not been fulfil led within 
the specified term, he introduced an Act into the Legislature which an smiled it. I 
inclose a ropy of lhe Act. I Should state that my proceedinga in this respect were 
fully supported by the American Minister in Monrovia. Bui in connection with this 
mysterious a (fair I might mention the somewhat curious role played at intervals by 
Mr, Whitelaw Reid, The American Minister in Liberia seems lo receive from time to lime 
letters from Mr, White law Reid of a nature not altogether amiable either towards the 
British Companies or British policy in Liberia generally. On the other hand, he has 
not only received, but hsa thought it right to show me, instructions from the Secretary of 
State at Washington conceived in a totally different spirit*-1hat is to say, as well 
disposed lowELrds the efforts of the Chartered Company to develop Liberia us could be 
desired. Consequently, acting on his official instructions, he lias from, the very frr&L 
supported the in ensures and proposals that I have put before the Liberian Government. 
J cannot offer any explanation of the discrepancy, and ns any allusion to it might involve 
in ditlieMhies the American Representative in Monrovia, tins part of my despatch might 
be regarded as strictly confidential* Perhaps it may be partly explained by the fact 
that the American Minister to Liberia is a native to British Honduras (he is a West 
Indian with some negro blood in his veins), whose Own sji m pat hies arc very decidedly British, 
Certain American Methodist Bishops, however, were angry at Lite threatened curtailment 
of the annual contribution to their funds which is exacted from fhs Liberian Government 
by religious sentiment, and have of bite been visiting Mr. Whitckw lleid in England and 
protesting against the BriUnnicismg; of Liberia. The large grants made to religious 
bodies by the Liberian Executive may have to be curtailed in the future if (he country 
is to spend more money on the control of the interior. 

6- Tk* Cable Cancmmtt to Gtfinsntf,- The Dutch Consul recently asked the Liberian 
Government fo grant permission to a Gcrtnnn-Dateh Cable Company to land an ocean 
cable from Hamburg and Rotterdam at Monrovia, and perhaps at one other point on the 
const of Liberia. I understand they asked for no exclusive Concession of any kind, and 
abaciutely no grant or subsidy. The President would have liked t» have been nblc in 
say (bat lie bad already entered into arrangements willi a British Company, to whom 
he lind conceded sole cable rights linking up the const towns of Liberia* But 
before Hie request was made by the Dutch Company the aforesaid British Comp my 
(the African Direct Telegraph Company) had asked ter aucli rights, but bad also 
demanded a subsidy of 2,000/, n*year ter tun years from the Liberian Government to 
cover the cost of iruuiitaimng the cubic on the Liberian shores. Such a very large 
con tribal ion had frightened the Liberians, who had refused El Consequently thei felt 
it would be rather dallicnlj to lake up such an unfriendly attitude as to refuse perm Ledum 
to tins German-Dutch Cable Company to land their cable nl Monrovia, I am informed 
by a representative of flic British Company that such a refusal on the jwrt nr Liberia 
might have almost rendered (he laying of iliis Gei man-J hitch fable impossible, n> the 
distance from some hypothetical island in the Canary group to some point on Ibc coast 
nt' German Tugolaud would have been a longer stretch tkn i*. cozi-distent with rlie *afe 
working of a cable, {( do nol vouch for the accuracy of Dish *iiUcutent.) In other 
words* if the Liberians had refused permission to land the German-Dutch cable sueli n 
project miglit have proved unrealizable. At the same (line, any such refusal nu (he part 
L171-8] ' K 
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„f Liberia, mieht have been constfucd by cither Germany or Holland an an act of 
ISSl'Suih, and I could not counsel the Liberia to take any and. step 
did notTllLh mueh importance to the matter at the time, ss tire t'roardent aee.aed 
Trillin ' 1 to negotiate till witli the British Cable Company to bring hia country inlo 
cnoiautnioatirm with Sierra Lwme and the rest of the world, and CTen considered not 
unfavourahiy a Liberian subsidy of 4()0f. a-year for ten years. It only remtUDi, tlierc tore 
for the Brillsh Cable Company to pursue and achieve some arrangement ol its own. As 
soon as I reached* Sierra Leone and EngUnd, lion ever, t found that an unpresaion 
prevailed at tbc head offices of the British Company that President arc nj h.i.l grnnt. . 
exclusive cable rights along the Liberian coast to the Gornian-Da ch Company 
should indeed be amtetid if Hiich were the coec, 1 ham wntlen W i re*weni 
Jktcfoy on the matter (filh March), and expect to receive the requisite prances 

| k °o)L Qursliocs.—There were many other points and problems concerning the 
affair* of the two Companies which had. to be discussed with the Litemn Government 
and I think 1 may my in a general way that they are all settled aatisfseLonly ♦ Amongst 
these was the right to prospect for minerals in the two central cotiotiea ol Liberia, 
understood as I was leaving Monrovia that a satisfactory arrangement was just being 
arriS u on this subject between Mr. M»m ^d the urrangenreii 

SVoU absorb some prt-eristing Liberian claims. This matter rendered 
somewhat urgent bj the alleged discovery nt dmmonda m the region borderitig on the 
Province of Basa- I am bringing home these specimens tor analysis and report. I t 
would be very unwise to attach too much importance to this as suciL drecovcnca 
have occurred before in Liberia and have proved illusory. It i* true that on this 
occasion the discovery has been made by a trained raittcralnguh J am ““liiig the 
specimens to the Imperial Institute for ft report. I ersonallj, think that the wtskrri 
regions of Liberia offer very few indications of mineral wealth I am, however, now 
causing the central part of the country to be carefully investigated hy experts engaged 
on the recommendation of the Imperial Institute* These men arc at the B^e time 
carrying on a geographical survey of Liberia, especially in the mb ay or the * i. laul j , 
^hit'll mav ho of very much use to the Liberian Government, , 

The first of the 1 motor roads which havu been constructed lor (lie Liberian Govern- 
ment U now open for about 11 miles. The motors so far have proved a g*»t success. 
The wad, however, has been rather more expensive than we hoped might he the case 
about an average 500L ti-milc. About eighteen masonry and iron bridges have been 
constructed on this short atrotch of ^oad. The work reflects great credit on L-apiimj 
Dugmore, D.S.O., and on the others working with him- The ri)!U ^ ^ 1 !)e continued 
towards Bopraro in the anrth-wesi and the Pukwia Hirer on ihc eaift. FJiey start Irom a 

place called White Plains, on the St. Paul’s Hirer. 

The result of the leaching of some of the now foresters lias been a great improve¬ 
ment in the quality of Liberian rubber, which baa risen in price during the laar year 
from 2v. 3d. to an average 'As 10</., sometimes even reaching such values in ■ nail 
samples ns 3k and 4* The tola! amount exported by the Company in HJOij wife 
50 tons, as against 23 tons the year before. A very largo increase is anticipled during 
the current year, now that ilie new station* nre getting into work* 1 have obtained a 
consignment of lie vea rubber seeds from Ley Ion, which have gcrmureted rnost^ success¬ 
fully- Thunks also to the great kindness of the Gold Coast Government, my l umpuy 
lian been supplied with valuable rubber seed iron the IJotamiral Lnrd-enii at. Aciuri. I 
have introduced these foreign rubbers at llm request of the Liberian Government, but, 
of connw, the imligenwn supply is enorsuous, w lieu h can be proper I \ exploited. Von 
^ill observe in the general settlement o[ tile rubber questions a most sstisiactory 
definition of the forest rights of ltie Rubber Corporation, A si ether cneuuraging incident 
is the way in which native rubber tradirn of bimm Leone are coming m.o Liberia to 
work under the auspices of the Rubber Corporation. , 

The coast region of Liberia is certainly unhealthy, as it is in the ease os Sierra 
Lewie; but the interior of belli countries seems to bu no inoro tiohealLhy !or Eu rope any. 
than the Cgamin Protectorate. One point, however, stnant be borne in mind in n I 
surveys of the future of Liberia i the fact that the Americo-Liberian population she'.vs n 
tendency to die out, just «.s is the vase with tlso ^Creole’ r population oi Sierra Leonti* 
It becomes increasingly rare amongst the A merle o- Liberian women to bear children, 
and there is great mortal tty' amongst those children that are burn. TJie Aauencu- 

* **■ CrcoU 1 * Lh eL tvna appllo-l i ■ >ill J*v m wih di^ceHdc 1 ! frum freed ‘Lti'-v und n*it Jwid Hi In'* 
iniJlginous tu rltu Colony uf Pifi'tSLinicv. 
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Liberians scent to suffer from the effects of the coast climate almost m much a a Earo- 
pcdiifl. Deaths amongst prominent Liberians—officials especially—have been no 
numerous lately as to quite impair the efficiency of the Government. President Barclay 
of course lakes* large view of the situation* He hopes to spread a reasonable degree 
of education and civilisation amongst the true natives of the country and thus creak a 
Liberian nation. But until this can be brought about the actual carrying on of the affairs 
of the Liberian Government rests now on a very restricted number of individuals, 
amongst whom the only two who show any real capacity, and who in education are on ft 
level with Europeans of a good sUirp* lire President Barclay anti Ids Commiwumer in 
the north-west, Mr. Lomax, The Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Howard, is not a 
negligible quantity. He is, for a Liberian, honest, and lie is certainty hard-working, but 
he is a roan of very poor education. The Liberian press, which h mainly financed from 
America, is not an element which can be reckoned on the side of reform find good 
Government, br it supports almost exclusively tlte reactionary party, which spurns any 
advice or assistance from Europeans, It is also extremely fanatical in matters ol 
religion, and this, curiously enough, brings it into conflict with the Customs 
Administration and the Post Office, since the press seeks to make it illegal for mails, 
passengers, and, most of all, freight, being scat off to or lauded from steamer* on a 
Sunday, 

President Barclay is ft boat in himself. He is really a remarkable man, and ol 
immixed negro descent. If lie ts re-elected President lor a further term in May, he 
thinks of visiting Sierra Leone, Fiance, and Great Britain to get more closely into touch 
with the principal foreign relations of his country, and perhaps to deal personally with a 
solution of the French boundary difficulty. 

], think you have been already informed as to the remar kali a improvement in Hie 
Liberian customs revenue. Only about 37,000h odd were realised in cadi in 
IHftS. I think the total for 10Oo 4906 (twelve months) will be about 56,000/, Mr, 
Lamont informs me that the revenue is now coming in at the rate of 62/000/. u-y oar* It 
could eaailv rise to 100,000?* per annum if the Kru coast could be brought under proper 
control, and all smuggling stopped on the part of the steamers. There is au additional 
reason for employing a gunboat, because at the head-quarters of the Hru people (a place 
called Base Town) they have reluacd to receive a Liberian as Customs officer, and my 
they will only reapect a white man in that capacity. Consequently the President lias 
dispatched Mr. Hamilton, the flecond European on the Custom* staff, lo report on the 
situation, and possibly to represent the Liberian Government on the Km coast. I have 
been greatly disappointed on my return to England tn learn that the British Treasury 
have shown themselves bo averse to help being afforded the Liberian Government in (he 
matter of tills gunbo&t. Liberia ha* made so many sacrilifea lately to bring herself into 
line with the interest* of Bieira Leone, and perhaps aLo of great HrUiiin, that tffi* 
behaviour seem* somcmbaL churlish. It does not seem to be realized that if the nustoms 
revenue went up to ICO,(JOOL per anatjrn, the money advanced by Messrs, Erl anger, with 
all the obligations ntlendfiut thereon, would be easily and quickly wiped oil; while, m the 
other band, quite sufficient rucftti* of offering British advice ami administrative assistance 
could be btill derived liom [ lie two privileged Companies* 

In cuudusion, I should Mke to hear testimony lo the sdistance I received in many 
of Hiesft negotiations from Cornu] BraiLhwailc Wall is. Tliti situation wan at one time 
ralher a difficult one, owing lothc arrival of the three American bishops and n revival oi 
activity on the part of the Germans, It would have been very easy for lire Consul to 
have made a mistake in one or oilier direction by preying n atters too far or taking t.m 
much notice uf rebuff'*. He has managed to keep on goad terms with every one, ivlule 
at the saure time according the Companies no more support than might reasonably be 
expected from British subjects. I also think that he should be commanded for the 
temperate way in which lie dealt with the claims brought against the Liberian Gotem* 
ment by Sierra Leone subjects in connection with the prosecutions for rubber smuggling, 
With the assistance oi information collected by myself nod others, Acting Governor 
Had don-Smith., Lieutenant Lomax, and myadf, together with Dr. Maxwell, the local 
District Commissioner, invcsii^utqil all tliciic complaints except one, and the whole ot 
these were dismissed with the exception of one ense in which the Liberian Governineni 
and thti Rubber Company together agreed to pay the sum of 6/. 10^. Tito one disc nol 
aeitled wu referred h> Consul Wallis for further investigation. The Sierra Leo tie 
Government very kindly supplied ut a inomenffs notice thirty labourers to work on the 
new CoTisulatc at Monrovia; they also aupjilied 100 picked men for the work of the 
Chartered Company on the inotoi road. 

I anticipate the moat favourable result* Irani the settlement of the rubber dilDecJly 
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with Sierra Leone, and the throwing open of the whole robber trade of Liberia under 
rea&onftbie conditions. The inevitable result of this development of the hinterland will 
be the great increase of the freight carried by the Sierra Leone Railway and dealt 
with by the port of Freetown. Indeed, if the policy followed by the two countries 
during the last few years is carried on without a Chech, the Sierra Leone Railway 
(especially if it is completed up to ihe frontier) should be tile principal mean* of 
exporting to the outer world the rubber* palm oil, pal in, kcraeU* and other vegetable 
produce of the Liberian hinterland. This may in time lead not only to a Customs union* 
but to that inevitable fusion of the interests of the two countries which appears to be 
well-nigh certain to come about* taking into consideration not only the close relation¬ 
ship of the native races* hut the common origin and history of the civilized English- 
speaking coast population, 

I add to this long Report the copy of a Memorandum recently drawn up by President 
Barclay on the Mono question and his country's relations with Sierra Leone, 

(Signed) IL IL JOHNSTON 

March ‘22, 11107 , 


NqU (ft to the relative Importance of Liberia. 

Perhapa, in Addition to the foregoing Reports* I might conclude this lengthy 
survey of Liberian affairs by n note as io the relative importance of Liberia, 

Liberia as a hnme for the American negro and his descendants has proved an 
almost complete failure. Negroes from the British West Indies have peril a p& 3elt more 
useful and permanent effect on this country than those who came from the United 

State*. 11 has been ji failure in that, after eighty yaara of existence, the negroes of 

American origin do not probably number more than 12*000, and are restricted to a 
number of settlements on the coast belt. Only a very small proportion of these 
America-Liberians know anything whatever of their own hinterland; hut this small 
proportion (as often as not West Indian in descent), ably directed of Into years by 
President Barclay* has acquired a by no means despicable Influence over the native 
tribes. President Barclay's own prestige is considerable, and native Chiefs from quite 

a long distance are becoming accustomed to journey to Monrovia to consult him 

regarding the affairs of their countries. Mis influence, moreover, ha* beer very marked 
of late in the pacification of troubles between tribe and tribe, and the far greater degree 
of security which prevails in the interior. 

What the Liberians have done lias been to implant the English language and 
British notion a of civilization very decidedly amongst the coast tribes of Liberia between 
the Sierra Leone frontier on the west ami the CavalU River on the east—a distance of 
300 miles. A stranger knowing nothing of political divisions in Africa might very well 
believe that Sierra, Leone and Liberia Constituted one political unit, a region in halo ted 
on the coast by people speaking more or less imperfectly the English language, and in 
the interior by native races of somewhat similar descent, languages, and characteristics, 
Tiiis similarity of native races, it is true, include* a small portion of the Western Ivory 
Coast, hut in a general way from the frontier of French Guinea on ihe north-west to 
I he CavalU Rivcj on the south-easi there is a very general resemblance between the 
foreign negro clement, Ulc indigenous tribes, the scenery, climate, fauna and flora of 
Liberia and Sierra Leone, If by any political chance France were to absorb the coast 
regions i-f Liberia, she would find ^British” civilisation had planted an exceedingly 
obstinate growth, not only as frn- u* the American and West Indian negroes were 
concerned, but Mill more in regard to the very populous and vigorous native tribes ai 
ihe coast region* Hindi a* the Kru and Crebo, A very thin paper wnlJ separates the 
future of Sierra Leone from tl at of Liberia, hut there are innumerable barriers of 
language* custom, ami prejudice between French Guinea on the one baud and Liberia 
and Sierra Leone on the other. 

Li In rio, when its frontiers arc finally settled with France in accordance with the 
Treaty of Ihb2, should represent a territory of between 13,000 and 45,000 square mile? 

■ >| tit s, a relatively narrow coast belt—-ay, ;JG miles in width is exceedingly hot. and 
!m mid, enervating and tin hen Hhy (jpM eis it is along the coast of Sierra Leone); but 
Inland ot this belt the climate improves ns one travels northwards, I am informed by 
' lie agents of the two British Ccfmpaniea wlm have penetrated for some distance inland 
that the country is relatively healthy for European*^ ami offers most beautiful scenery. 

[ have been greatly struck with the conditions of Western Liberia on my Iasi journey. 
Hi is country at a distance of more than UK) miles from the coast reminded mu oi the 
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better parts of Uganda, The people are mostly Mahommedan; the towns arc large, 
dean and well built* with plenty of cattle* and many industries carried on. auch au 
sidimiti e* wearing, dyeing, Find pottery-making. The appearance of the British officers 
commanding the force of occupation, and thdr medical record, show that this country i* 
aft healthy to the European who lives decently os are the better parts of East Africa, 
The interior of Liberia, we now know, is extremely productive, not only of rubber (there 
are perhaps, 20,000 square miles; of actual rubber forest), but in palm oil, palm kernels* 
gum Copal, rice, ivory* and cattle. The whole of this country is much richer propor¬ 
tionately than is the ca&e with Sierra Leone. It u tho complement of Sierra Leone 
the region which should be tapped by the Sierra Leone Railway and tho port of 
Freetown ; tor along the whole 3U0 miles of literal Liberia does not posses a single 

port or safe landing-place. *, - t .. 

The idea of the existing Pres dent of Liberia is that, with the aid of a few well- 
chosen Europeans (not more than arc necessary), bo should gradually educate his 
country, and assimilate it as much as possible to Sierra Leone, Sierra Loom?, he 
beliefs, is advancing, like lodged, along a road w hich will lead eventually to ropresentarivo 
institution*, and at auy rate a reasonable degree of ei If-governmcnt. Although he facte 
it would be very imprudent to ojienly express aspirations towards a common future for 
the two countries, he feels as strongly as anybody could do that with tho common 
possession of the English language, and more or less English law* and customs, there 
must be ft parallel development on very similar tines. To him* of course* it is a matter 
of relative indifference whether the America-Liber tan element docs or does no* die out; 
be takes quite as much interest in the 2,000,000 of indigenous population, belonging ** 
this population does to some of the mast vigorous peoples of Africa—the Kru and 
Mandingo group. He wishes by degrees to assimilate the laws and regulations of the 
two countries as milch as possible ; perhaps tD work in the direction ot a Custom* union, 
Whether or not i have swept him off his legs during the last month by the step* I 
have taken* in common with the Liberian Commissioner, Mr. Lomax, 1 cannot tel! until 
I receive the President's reply to the Report J sent him on the frontier settlement. 
The Constitution of Liberia at present makes it illegal for any foreigner to trade more 
limn 3 miles away from a recog maed port of entry. Tins condition was set aside to a 
grcist extent in favour of the couee&sionnaires of the Rubber and Chartered Companies, 
who, except for certain restrictions that have become a dead letter, a re allowed to trade 
everywhere in anything. A* it was impossible to prevent the native:* of the Sierra 
Leone hinterland from trading in the interior of Liberia, and as all that was reasonable 
and desirable wan io insist on their paying customs duties and such trading licences as 
are in force in Sierra Leone, the Liberian Commisskmer* Mr, Lomax, with my concurrence 
{as representing the two Companies)* has thrown open ihe hinterland ot Liberia to 
people coming from the direction of Sierra Leone without much regard for the terms of 
the Constitution, He has recommendcd to the President th&t the feus lor licences, 8tc.. 
should be made identical with tilose in force in Sierra Leone. I hope tins advice will 
he adopted. In any case, it is highly improbable that the sell lenient arrived at will be 
set aside so far as the hinterland is concerned. h 

Au idea* which la finding increasing favour in Liberia, is that (he Sierra Leones 
Railway, after being continued by the British CrOvcmincnt for IJ sidles further Tj the 
Liberian frontier, shall be extended by degrees right across Liberia to the French 
frontier in the north-east, and that roads shall be made at intervals connecting this 
rftilway-linc with the coast, lu this way the railway across Liberia and Sierra Leone 
would tap all illc richest part of the country, and convey produce for shipment to the 
well-equipped port of Freetown* whilst, as this produce would pay customs duty at the 
frontier* the Liberian Government would be in no way the loser. 'I be existing “ ports 
along the coast of Liberia would still serve us the shipping-places for the coast produce 
(cofliee, piaasava, palm oil, 8rc.). 

This, then, is the question which presents itself for the cor aide ml con of (he British 
Government at the present lime. Shall the friendly approaches of Liberia be snubbed, 
ignored, or encouraged? No one dreams of any act of treachery, any intention o! 

annexing ” Liberia; but may it not be possible to help that country in many ways 
to Assimilate its development and policy to those of Sierra Leone ? There is no doubt 
that a clave alliance between. Sierra Leone and Liberia would great ly enrich the former 
Colony, and justify over and over again the construction of the Sierra Leone Kail ray. 
As it in h the produce carried on this railway at the present day is derived in very Uric 
part from Liberia. There are indications that a portion of Central Liberia is 
diamondiferous in its formation ; there is also considerable probability that mineral oil 
will be found there* a? in the adjoining French Ivory ( oast, hi any ease, the rubber 
[1778] L 
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forest* of Liberia will, when properly exploited, become a moat important as^t in the 
commerce of West Africa, as well as the enormous wealth in palm oil anil kernels. 

t think that the British Government should more or less conic to a definite 
conclusion as to its future policy towards Liberia* Germany scetna to a. great extent to 
have given up any idea of establishing herself on Liberian soil. The only difficulties 
which remain in the way of Great Britain constituting herself the acknowledged mentor 
of Liberia arise from jealousy on the pan of France or America. As no intention exists 
of “ annexing 11 Liberia, and as America has done absolutely nothing to help Liberia 
with financial aid, ahe haft no rea a unable /ora* tinndt for interference. But France is in 
a different position, owing to the forma of the French Treaty of 1893. Would it nut ho 
the wisest plan to approach France on the subject, arid to concentrate British interests 
in the extreme wewt by giving up the Gambia to Franco in return for a tacit renuncia¬ 
tion by France, of such portion of the Treaty of 1892 ns might stand in the way of Greai 
Britain taking an unofficial but vety real part in the regeneration of Liberia ? The 
Acting Governor of Sierra Leone suggested a furl her idea, which has somtthing re 
recommend it. . Supposing Great Britain made some territorial sacrifice to France on 
the tmderriandin- tout the northern and eastern from sets of Liberia should he drawn in 
a large-minded way? Might not Liberia, in return for such service* on the part of 
Great Britain, agree to cede to the Colony of Sierra Leone a narrow atrip of land along 
the eastern frontier of that Protectorate which would give the lino of the River Mali, anil 
a more advantageous natural frontier, in exchange for the present artificial one of * 
straight, line drawn due north and south—a line which cut* in half the territories oi 
native Chicfc and inflict* on them a very puzzling divided allegiance ? Liberia might 
ostensibly cede iliEa territory bm an alternative to repaying the British Government in 
cash (he sum which is still owed for the expenses of the Frontier Commission. 

But, in nny case, our commerce and our iulluencc in West Africa generally have 
much to gain by a close alliance between Liberia ami Sierra Leone, especially if we □?. 
our good offices with France to secure its large a Liberia as possible for the operation- 
of Sierra Leone commerce. Those advantages would not be tors dearly purdifl-fted, I 
think, by the cession of the now useless Gambia. 

(Signed) il n. joiins rON. 


Note on the American Bishops in Liberia. 

In some of the eorrespo tide nee dealing with Liberian affairs during the Iasi feu 
months reference has been made to certain American Bishops, their recent visit to 
Liberia, and their relations with the American Ambassador in Loudon, The Bishom in 
t t uc»tion are black, white, and yellow. The Mack one is Bishop Isaiah Scoit, who 
resides at Monrovia, where he represents the Episcopal Methodist Chuwk The whir. 
Bishop is the Bight Rev. J C, Hanzdl, of the same Church, who is regarded rts tin 
Metiioilhi for all Africa, lie yellow Bishop (a mulatto) is Bishop Smith., of the 

African Methodist Episcopal Church—that Church which has started the ■' Ethiopian i] 
movement in South Africa.. All three are American in birth and citizens!dp, and also 
in: political sympathies, (So far as Liberia is concerned, there is another BLiinn who 
m-carion&lk joins Ids confreres at Monrovia—the Right Rev. S. D* Ferguson, uf tin- 
Protestant Episcopal Church, a native of the United States, hut a Liberian citizen sinci 
l s f a - Bisliop Ferguson represents the High Church party in Liberia. The Church of 
wjiieli he is tlie representative in Liberia is little else than an American branch of ihe 
Clutreh of England, and this particular Bishop attends Conferences at LfUiiheth and was 
received in audience by Queen Victoria in Isff7. Hi* sympathies, so far as West Airies 
is concerned, are distinctly with Great Britain ; but ha aon, who edits a newsnnpor in 
Liberia, ha* recently accepted *omc sort of subvention from the house of Uocrmann, 
ami hm made it his busmen to defend German aspirations in Liberia.) 

Bishop Smirii, the mulatto, rs extremely bitter against all “white Jt races, and can 
lico rni good in tnc European, lie only visits Liberia occasionally, but in other parts of 
Africa hr docs n certain amount of harm by hi* anti -white propaganda. Lis own 
relations with my*ell have been not disagreeable, but he ha* criticized very TiuJareurnldv 
[fie Collections granted to the British Companies in Liberia and the pro-British poltcv 
A the Preside' 1 !, 1 he black BLhop of Monrovia (Bcott) U a decent sort of man when 
h'M to luttifir-IF, hut is sometimes stirred up into antagonism against the European by a 
visit from Bishop Smith, 1 J 
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Lazily, Bishop HartofeU ia a notable personage. lie 3* a man with very pro- 
possessing appearance and agreeable manner*, lie also in typically Americam in his 
self-assurance, and does not hesitate to cull on crowned heads, Presidents, Premiers, and 
other Potentate* in his incessant journeying about the world. It is not easy to ascertain 
his exact attitude at the moment towards the various projects for reorganizing and 
developing Liberia, In LQQ4-1O0A lie made himself the outspoken champion of Liu- 
present sclaL-me of Customs reorganization, Erlanger loan, &e. Then he appears to have 
discussed Liberian affairs in London with Mr, Wbifoluw Reid, and, lie alleges, with the 
State Department at Washington. Ho came to sec me in lionclou in KMML and 
expressed great regret that l bad invited no participation from American capitalist* in 
the schemes of the Liberian Companies. I could only reply that capital from America 
or anywhere else would he most welcome in Liberian development, and that both the 
Companies mid the Liberian Government would be only tco pleased to consider prom? 
sitians; ail that l had opposed were bogus enterprises, winch were lifted in London and 
elsew here to bolster up more or less imaginary Concessions and delude people in re 
investing their money on fnl.se pretence,-}, lie gave me the name of one ao-calied 
American capitalist—also, in his eyes, a philanthropist—who would like to mivriM 
him-clf in Liberian development ; but on making inquiries os to this Wall Stre.-t 
financier I found him to be a notorious personage of New York, of the worst reputation 
in financial circles. When Bishop Ilavtscell visited Monrovia in 1997 hi* attitude war 
somewhat vacillating, but, according to the American Minister in that place* he wound 
up by according bin approval to the plans and projects of the Chartered Company 
The American Minister, in fact, showed mo a copy of the letter which Bishop liartzel! 
bail addressed to him lo forward to the State Department at. Washington. 

What the nature is of the rftle that Mr. Whitclaw Reid plays in these carious little 
eddies o! American opinion regarding the development of Liberia I inn at a foh*i re 
understand. The movements and opinions of those three Bishop* me only worth notice 
since they undoubtedly exercise considerable influence not only over the coast popula 
lion of Liberia and the Legislature of that country, hut also amongst the more aspiring 
negroes of Sierra Leone. Lagos, and South Africa. They are undoubtedly ™ touch with 
the State Department at Washington, hut nothing that has yet come to my knowledge 
eon cor ni rig the attitude of this Department towards British enterprise in Liberia* oi 
anywhere else in West Africa, has savoured of unfriendly criticism. The only hint ot 
u unfriend I mess hl has lain in certain remarks or letters attributed to Ai r„ W hi telaw Reid, 
not only with reference to Liberia, but to a. case in which an alleged murderer of 
American negro origin at 8terra Leone was tried and condemned for cattnlbalisti 
practices, t 

The only way in chichi hare personally run up against' 1 these three Bishops, in 
Liberia bn* been in regard to advice I have tendered the President dealing with financial 
reform and the drawing up of a regular Budget, In Bib advice E deprecated the rela¬ 
tively largo sums which that State alfotod as subventions to the Methodist and other 
C hurches. But there seems to be some considerable doubt lis to whether the sum 
ic appropriated" for this purpose by the Liberian Legislature are much more than 
expression.--, of pious opinion— to other words, I do not think so very much money reache, 
the Churches in the lung run. Most of the religious bodies carry on & sound aduoa 
licmal work, which is not unworthy of encouragement. 

(Signed) 11. IL JOHNSTON* 


Annex 1. 

Joint Resolution respecting the Rubber Concession. 

IT Is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of tire Republic ■ ■ 
Liberia in Legislature assembled :— 

Section l. That from the fir.it day of April 1907 tlie right of exporting india-rubber, 
gutter-perdm, caoutchouc, Are., shall he free to all persona within the Republic. 

Sec, 3. The export duty payable by exporters shall he 12 cents per Lk 
Bex. S, This export duty ahnll form rt special fund, cue-half of which shall be pciiii 
to tile Company ns nr inUetniuty for the yielding up of the rights of exportation, an ' 

p Ses 1 sIn M)>hnj> UndCeli^ nrtirlfl in li Wwt Afrknn MeiE" of March SS, )907, 
y Gm y*i,r JoiiH.'il, ttppmndy, ni thj aswliu.ee ef 'hv .itoftrk*n AmhaaMilor. 









the other half shall be Applied to the payment of the 7 per cent. English Loan of 1871, 
a* stipulated in previous Acta. 

Sec, 4. The Secretary of the Treasury shah issue instructions to the Customs Staffs 
providing for the inspection of all gutta-percha, caoutchouc, or rubber entered for expor¬ 
tation, Where there is manifest proof of adulteration with foreign substances, said 
rubber stall he confiscated and destroyed. 

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved* 1907. 

This certifies the abore to be a true and correct copy of the original filed in this 
Department. 

(Signed) Edwin J. Barclay* 

C. Vr Slate Department. 

Depart in ent of State? Monrovia, 

February 12, 2G07* 


Annex 2. 

(?) to Mr. Gramme tin* 

Sir, Monrovia, March , 1007. 

YOU will rccjill the circumstances under which the recently proposed definition of 
the Liberian I rentier was negotiated. M. Binger, of the French Colonial Office, drew 
up with Sir Hairy Johnston, a definition of the Franco-Liberian frontier* which ceded to 
Franco the line of tlie Mnhooa River instead of the latitude of Tembi Kunda. In return 
Liberia was to receive the western basin of the Upper Cavalla. This proposal was 
submitted to my Legislature in January 1906, and was accepted in principle. Either 
Sir Harry .Johnston or* later, yourself were authorized to sign on our behalf a Protocol 
embodying such a definition. But for various reasons the French Government hits 
failed hitherto to give effect to this arrangement Had it done so T the Liberian 
Government would have loyally abided by the results, I now desire to cancel! my 
former acquiescence in the Binger. lohnston definition of the northern frontier, and 
prefer to revert to the terms of the Treaty of 1802. This Treaty insures to Liberia 
the territory of the Makona basin as far north as the latitude of Tembi K inula and the 
watershed oi the Niger; also all the bnaiu of the St. Paul's llivcr. The uncertainties 
of the frontier, as regards the Corolla linsin and the water parting between the Niger 
system and the rivers of the Ivory Const, can only he determined by accurate surveys 
and friendly negotiations, l am taking steps to survey the basin of the Sl Paul's 
River, and I understand the French Government is steadily accumulating precise data 
relative to the Upper Cavnlla, I do not doubt that before long we shall both be in a 
position to renew negotiations fora fair and friendly definition of the eastern frontier 
of Liberia, and the Government of the French Pepublie wilt find every disposition on 
our part to bring the question to a speedy conclusion. 

I am, &e. 

F.S.—Please furnish the French Government with a copy of this letter. 


Annex 3. 

Map showing the ‘IVam-Makona District. 
[Not printed.] 
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Annex 4. 

An Act repealing an Act granting 1,200 square miles of Land to the Amenco-LUmiam 
Industrial Company tif 2fl, flrotrrf Street, New York City, U.S.A., for industrial 
purposes, approved January 9, 1906, 

IT is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Liberia in Legislature assembled : 

Section 1, That the Concession granted the A me rico-Liberian Industrial Company, 
aa per Acl of the Legislature approved the 9th January, 1900* be and the same L 
hereby repealed. 

Any Law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, fith February* 1007, 

Tim certifies the above to lie a true and correct copy of the original filed in this 
Department. 

(Signed) Enra J. Barclay* 

C. C„ State Department. 

Deportment of State, Monrovia, 

February 12, 1907. 


Annex 0. 

A/r, Lamont to Sir il , Johnston, 

Dear Sir Harry* January 11. 1007. 

THIS is a Table showing the duties (import and export) for each port district iri 
the Republic fur each quarter of the lust fiscal year, ?> ending the 30th September, 
1906. 

1 hope to get the figure, corresponding, for the various port districts for the 1005 
ffitetd year* and lben we shall he able to establish some useful comparisons, I shall 
then make out a comparative return for you for all the purls and the eight quarter# of 
1905 and 1906., 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) W, J, LAMONT. 
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[To follow Annex G,] 

M irnit-c. 

1. The Rubber Question. 

J dare say the copras which Sir IL Johnston has arranged filial! be followed in 
regard to the rubber notices is belter than that which we had settled on, In any cas&j 
the thing ltas been done. 

The rest of this section calls for no comment. , 

2r The French Frontier. 

1 have dealt with this in connection with Sir H. Johnston a later letter of the 
gfith March (0980), 

3, The Ranh Charter, 

Sir Alfred Jones is at the bottom of « good deal of the trouble we have in pushing 
out Lilwrian schemes. It is T however, no use trying to say anything* for, 1 hough fiLt'oy s 
full of ihe moat plausible professions, he coiitinues nevertheless to tight in an 
extraordinarily eelEkh—and I hope shortsighted-—way for his own hand. 

4* C^Htccwion to Mn i. FrenchShelJoit. 

Ft is, [ fear, knpoaaible, more especially as wo must be very careful not to "give 
away 11 the American Minister at Monrovia, to say what may be at the bottom of 
Mr, Whitelflw Reid's Strang® proceedings, it may quite well be that bis sudden 
appearance on the scene the other day (see Mr. Jlowjird e No. - 3 Africa, of ihc 
11th Pdinijiy) was not due to any instructions from his Gove rumen L but to his own 
initiative, 

5. The Cable Conf-rwen to Germany. 

1 have dealt with this in connection with a letter from the African Direct 
Telegraph Company of the 2(Jth March (9SG7), 

fe Other quest tom. 

J do not know that I need say much on this section of Sir H. Joluiaions Report, 
which is, l think, ns satisfactory ns the most optimistic could hope* 

Two points only seem to call lor particular mention;— 

(<t.) The proposed visit of President Barclay to this country. 

I mentioned the idea to tlia Secretary of the State, and, in coaseqiiaBcc of what he 
said, 1 have written to Sir It. Johnston to suggest to him that he should point out to 
Mr. Barclay the desirability of his not- coming till the autumn. With Colonial Premiers, 
Japanese Princes, and the King of Siam there would be very little attention to spare for a 
President of Liberia, and while it will, of course, be undesirable to turn thin gentleman & 
head by too much attention, it will be equally so to allow him to go away feeling himself 
neglected, lie should in accordance with precedent be received by the King. 

ft.) Sir IT, Johnston'& praise of Captain Rraithwaite Wallis. 

Something civil might well be said to Captain Wallis in regas’d to what lie has < 10310 , 
I am afraid he has not the considerable ability with which at first I was inclined to 
credit him, and he has either a great dislike 10 writing or a singular inability to do &d; 
but at ia evident that he gets on very well with the Liberians, and contrives to smooth 
things over allround, and m quite sufficient driving energy is supplied by Sir EL Johnston 
wc may well rest content. 

With regard to Sir 11. Johnston’s appendices, I would observe that# with regard to 
(o), it appears from the letter of the President to Sir IL Johnston (c ommuni cated to 
011 the 21 illi instant (9$Cfd ) that tha proposal to make the fees for tieences to OpUcrut 
rubber, Ac., identical with those in force in Sierra Leone haa been approved. 

llis views iu regard to our attitude towards Liberia generally (Appendix (11) ) and 
the relations of die Republic with France, 1 have dealt with in my remarks on his 
farther letter on this subject of the 2Gt,h March (098(1/- 

With regard lo the Iasi indosurc to Sir II, Johnston's letter—the Memorandum by 
tbe Firemtat da rln- relations between Libor in and Sierra Ijiono^flll that is needful is. 
in Bending the papers to the Colonial Office, to draw their specialottontion to what is 
said lil rognrcl 10 the navigation of the Mono River, with a view to a satisfactory 
settlement being ccnno to* 

The ,l other frontier questions 11 referred to by Mr. Barclay must wait until the 
Colonial Office have received tlie Re|K>rt Q3i the recent visit of Sir Harry Johnston lo 
Sierra E-cow, which thev will doubtless soon have from the Acting Coventor. 

A* W* C* 

Foreign Office. April 2, 1907. 
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Anne! 0. 

Afrmerafiduirt ea the Relations ircftpc'ea Li&eria nntf the British Colony of Hierra Leone. 

THERE 5h only one quest.rim at present outstanding between the Government 
of. Liberia and that of Sierra Leone— that is, file question of the naillation of the 
Mane River. 

The Liberian Government desires that the right of using tho river be accorded 
to its cil teens for tho purpusew of easy access to its territories along the right batik. 

In eusc traders desire to take up meichimdize for places in Liberia lying on or near 
the river, that she right to do so, free ol' British duty, be granted under reasonable fiscal 
regulation 1 ®, to be agreed upon between the two Governments. 

The Imperial Government is understood to support and favour the suggested 
arrangement. It simply leaves the details to be arranged with the Government of 
Sierra Leone. 

2. The Liberian Government also thinks that an understanding ought to bo arrived 
at relalivtj to other frontier questions. The Government of Liberia intends lo organize 
its aide of the frontier into districts, for purposes of political as well as fiscal control. An 
official is ]>ermftnently stationed at Mano, another at Jenne, at the head of navigation 
of (he Maiio River, A Commissioner will be stationed at or near Znav in the 
Kongbah Golah section, and one is already under appointment for some town near the 
terminus of tlte Sierra Leone Railway. These officials both have political and fiscal 
powers* This, it is thought, will give the desired facilities in this direction, which will 
be given as may «eom necessary or ns the volume of trade may warrant. 

With regard to dinturbanees which may arise between communities or individuals 
living on opposite sides of the frontier, (ho Liberian Government suggest that these 
might be settled in friendly accord upon general principles of equity and justice, and in 
accordance with customary native laws, by the officials of the Liberian or British 
district* in which (lie parties are living. Conferences, wlieii possible or necessary, 
might be arranged, each aide bringing to (he meeting the complainants or defendants 
living on his own side of the frontier. 

-b It is hoped by the Liberian Government that the most friend!v and harmonious 
feeling and intercourse will be maintained between ibe two Governments. This may be 
helped by occasional interchange ol' officio! or semiofficial visit* by officer* of cither 
Administration to the bead-quarters of the other. On its pan, the' libcrian Govern- 
mplit. as in tile pest, will with pleasure receive officials of the Sierra Leone Adminis¬ 
tration for purposes of conference on frontier or other subjcels pertaining to the local 
interests of tiro two countries. 

Sir II, II. Johnston will bear this communication lo the Government of Sierra 
Leo lie. He has been requested to Bwwt in the settlement of the question discussed in this 
papf/r. He will be accompanied by W. J. Lftmoni, Esq., Chief Inspector of Liberian 
Customs, who will discuss, if permitted, the fiscal mutters in which the Administration of 
the two countries have a mutual interest. 


[ 9888 ] No* 40 . 

Jfr* A . Barclay to Sir H. Mmton.—{Camnvmicated by Sir II. Johnston, March 20.) 

Bear Sir Harry JobftHton, Monrovia, March B, 1007. 

JLsl a. line to admowtedge your interestingdespatch n North-Weston Liberia 
and the frontier. U e arc 11 rider many obligations to you for your great exertions ; I 
ii -1 , ^ Manna River question will be settled soon. Have acknowledged 

Had don bnnth a despatch lit same temper ns Memorandum, Have advised Lomax to 
reduce licenc^ to IF. ps, Yoor several requests shall have immediate attention A 
copy of Cable Resolution is being sent Your telegram to Crommelin all right, but wOl 
go over the ground with you again. Letter will ask him not to press matters until he 

aZZJ'T' T *®T- 1 n™. ,*»* T. u. 11. Johns,, U will sMcecd him. 

Am on for a short tour and holiday, \V all write you as soon £ih possible* 

Yours, Ac. 

(Signed) ARTHUR BARCLAY* 











•~L^ L 














[ 9810 ] 


No. 41. 

Sir H. Johnston to Foreign Office. —(focwoerf March 26.) 

P^r Clwke, 18, Biehepsgate Street IVititm, London, March 35, 1907, 

WHEN I reached the office I found no enormous maiil in from Liberia. 1 inclose a 
copy of the exact degree of "Concession 11 mndc to the German Cable Company. It 
apparently is nothing more than authority to the Praidihut to negotiate* I nave 
itriiteu to Arthur IVodriek advising either Sir John Pender or li t ta>^ l 1 -!I to call on you 
r'srlj this week al about 3'30 in the afternoon. I have nton advised them, it they really 
want to be in a strong portion in Liberia, to start landing the cable at Monrovia at 
once, and nelilc later ns to the exact degree of subsidy they may wring out of the parlies 
interested They might then be in such n strong position that the President may fed 
himself better able to resist German proposals. I attach the very greatest importance 
to the cable connection between Sierra Leon*; and Monrovia, and, of course* in that way 
between Monrovia and Great Britain, Ii will make Et a hundred times easier to direct 
business at this end. 

Other reports from Liberia arc nil very favourable, especially as regards abundance 
of rubber, and the other things I alluded to. 

Yours, &G. 

(Signed) II. II, JOHNSTON, 


Indosure in No, 41, 

Joint Resolution investing the Executive Government with power to conclude arrangements 
for a Cable between Liberia and Europe. 

IT is resolved by the Senate and Houhc of Representatives of the Republic of 
Liberia in Legislature assembled :— 

Section I. That the President be and he in hereby empowered to enter into contract 
with the Must African Company, *>r its agents or assigns, tor laying a cable between 
Monrovia and 60mo place in Europe, *rui such other places in Liberia as the said 
Company or hs. assigns may desire un the following conditions: - 

Sec, 2. That the said Company shall have n© monopoly 

Sec, 3. No part of the expense shall be paid by the Republic of Liberia. 

Sec. 4. The tamls needed, if belonging to the State, shall be granted without 
charge; if to private persons, they must lie leaded nt n reasonable price by the said 
Company. 

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved the l9(Si January 1007. 

This certifies that the above is a true copy of the original filed in this Department. 
(Signed) EdWDJ J. BARCLAY, 

Acting Secretary of Strafe, 

Department of Stale, Monrovia, March 7, 1907 . 


[ 9867 ] No. d£* 

African Direct Telegraph Company to Foreign. Office, —(Received March 26.) 

Electro Home, Finnbnry Pavement, London, 
Sir, March 2(i, 1907, 

IN accordance with tho wish expressed m our interview yesterday* I have much 
plen&ure in Hinting ilie case of (he Monrovia cable. 

During the negotiations of the Eastern and Western Telegraph Companies with 
the Spanish Government regarding cable communication In‘tween Spain, Canaries, and 
iI n West Coast of Africa tint! South America, a matter in which the British and French 
Government were hikroHti-d an against the Herman CovormneDl cable scheme, it 
oppiJiml ihat tin? independent State of Liberia offered neutral ground for a cable 
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landing, and my Company was asked to secure the landing rights with twenty-fivo 
yeara' monopoly, and for that purpose the President of Liberia wan interviewed in 
December last, and ho promised nia support. One of the conditions of our proposal 
was the grant of 2,000b per annum for ten years, but this was found to be too heavy 
for a jx>QF country like Liberia, and it was subsequently reduced to 1*000#., the 
difference being provided from another quarter. 

In January a M„ Viewcg, representing Gorman interests, obtained a vote from Lhu 
Liberian Legislature empowering the President to negotiate for a cable between 
Europe and Monrovin, without, monopoly or guarantee. We believe this cable 
proposal is an alternative of the German scheme mentioned in the second paragraph, 
and, if carried to a conclusion, would undoubtedly greatly aid Gennouys programme 
for cable communication with her Colonies in West Africa, and would bring her within 
easy striking distance of South America (Bnw.il). 

It wilt, I think, be readily admitted that any telegraphic cold muni eat ion with 
Liberia and (he outer world should be in the hands of the British Cable Companies, 
and we are prepared to carry out tlii^ undertaking and bear our share of the risk* 
provided the British Government and the mercantile community are willing to 
coo peril io in the matter and so jointly protect British interests from German encroach¬ 
ment. We understand the German cable would touch at Morocco and Vigo in the 
north, and Togdand, Cameroone* and Swakopmund in the south. 

With regard to the revenue aspect, our experience of twenty-one years in West 
Africa gives us no hope of obtaining in the future any return from making this cable 
communication. 

The foregoing will show that my Company is ready to take the greater share of 
the burdea, subject to our obtaining exclusive rights, but there is a, limit to what the 
Company ran undertake. Tbe cost of making and maintaining cable communication 
with Liberia would be about 3,0001. per arm tun, and if wo could obtain 1,000b per 
annum for ten years, we .should he prepared to curry out tile work in iho space of 
three months, and, in the event of no exclusive rights, for 1,5001. per annum. 

I have, <kc. 

(Signed) A. BRODRICK, Managing Director. 


[9980] No- 43. 

Sir FI. Johnston to Foreign Office,—(Received March 27.) 

Dear Clarke, St, John*t Priory, Poling , Arundel. March 26, 1907. 

THE mail which came in yesterday brought us a most interesting report from 
one of the rubber inspectors named Yorke on tho central basin of the Cavalla 
Hirer, So fur Yotkc confirms the original French hypothesis as to the general: course 
of the CavaUa. As you know, Bin go r is how trying to make out that tbe Car alia 
River does not flow' in the direction guessed at by the French explorers, it L quite 
certain, however, that, so far us thnl grout western loop into Liberia is concerned, it 
tines* though nuturally wc should like to prove tlio opposite. But flic important 
note is this: that in the western basin of the Cavalla 3iu has discovered a rubber 
forest of unimugined richness consulting entirely of the valuable Fuutumia tree of 
Lagos. The natives, moreover, nro quite different to the Kra tribes (o the south of 
the Nieto Mountain*, and arc civll-apokcu, peaceful, and industrious He found 
in the posscssidi of one of (he Chiefs living to the west of the Cavalla Diver, « 
document dated April 1900, given him by a French official, informing him that he 
and all his people were French subject*, ami that tlic territory tiny lived in was 
French territory. This, in spite of the fact that in November I'JUfi Ringer had 
voluntarily ottered to withdraw all French claims to these regions if the Trans- 
Makomi territory was ended by Liberia. As this proposal was accepted by Liberia 
in January 1906, and ?is tho Ivory Coast is indirect telegraphic cominunio&t ion with 
France, it does not look very much like good faith on the parr of tho French that 
in April 1900 an attempt should have been made to declare French territory what had 
been already offered to Liberia. Apart from this it is quite possible that the territory 
in question would remain Liberian on a just interpretation of the 1392 definition of 
the frontier even if thttt definition was reverted to and the Trans-.\lakona territory 
remained Liberian. 

Mr, Yorke writes in glowing terms of the richness of (life territory, (lie 
friendly disposition of the natives, and the desirability of its romainimr within tho 
[1778] - N 
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liwiits of Liberia. Except for the document T have mentioned, there w no sign 
whatever of French influence. There are not even any native French traders there. 
On the other hand, be did find one or two Americo-Liberians or educated Siena 
Leone men trading with the natives, He has settled a- number of native palavers in 
s way that has gratified President. Barclay, who has therefore given him a commission 
as a Justice of the Peace, in which capacity he will represent Liberia in the regions 
of tho Tipper Cavtdk as well as attending to the administration of the rubber forests. 
Yorke, I might mention, is half French, and was bom in Fkrls, and has spent all his 
life hitherto in French possessions abroad studying the rubber question. He speaks 
and writes French more easily than English, and I originally selected him for wink 
In the eastern part of Liberia, partly because ho was recommended by a French firm 
interested in the Chartered Company. 

The reason I am bringing this matter to your notion is this. I want now to 
retain for Liberia the Trans-Makona territory, not because it Ih of any value to the 
Chartered Company (it h not, because it seems to have little or no rubber, and no 
minerals), but because of its importance to Sierra Leone commerce and the Sierra 
Leone Railway. It is extremely rich in rice, cattle, palm oil, and palm kernels. It 
even has a good breed of horses, and it is healthy. 1 quite understand the Colonial Office 
and Sierra Leone objecting to its becoming French, as it would bring the French down 
to within such a short distance of the Sierra Leone Railway, and cut off oue of the 
principal feeding-grounds for the commerce of that country and of Freetown. Oo the 
other hand, President Barclay's ideas as to the natural wealth of the Ca valla region in 
rubber, and possibly in minerals, appear to be well confirmed by latest reports. I am 
therefore daring to hope for the carrying out, through British influence with France, 
of the original boundary definition of Liberia* namely, tho course of tho Cavalla from 
source to mouth plus the latitude of Tom hi Kundn and the Niger watershed. I think 
the French might be got to yield this in return for the Gambia, while they might give 
in uii some of the other points!, where Great Britain wishes couaessiemM, in return For 
a few further dippings of North era Nigeria. It remains for tho British Government 
to ask them solves whether they shall not somewhat reconsider their West African 
policy, and secure a large Liberia as an unrestricted field for Sierra Leone commerce 
m exchaugo for a now useless Gambia waterway and thousands of square miles of 
unproductive steppe in Northern Nigeria which can only he made productive and 
self-supporting at the cost of enormously expensive railway construelinm Of course 
1 am not suggesting that we should surrender any cosily accessible or valuable trade 
country in Norther’ll Nigeria.,, In that region, however* the French are sentimental, 
that i* to say* they are suffering from earth hunger, and look to quantity rather than 
quality % some slight sacrifices lu that direction, plies the surrender of the Gambia, 
wi^ might be able net only to round off Liberia—to the immense advantage of Sierra 
Lt»ne-—but fiottle the New Hebrides and the Zanzibar questions as well. Or better 
sLfJ. us Northern Nigeria ban already iareu rather severely dipped* why not boldly rive 
up tel ranee instead the perfectly useless northern territories of tlm Gold Coast north of 
the Upper Volta River (perhaps including within British limits tho town of Salami ?) 

I do not think that any one could make out at the present time that these territories 
rf^ij G^cat Britain. They do not contribute any material amount of the 

™“ Ooaat trade, and they lie far beyond the limits of any possible railway extension 
at tlio present tune. On tho other band, strategically they are valuable te France. I 
think if we added this to the Gambia we might obtain from France in return a 
largely dahmited Liberia and a free hand to advise that country, the abandonment 
of the French treaty rights in Zanzibar, and permission to annex the New 

I won Wioe trying in the voice of official lassitude and indifference, but each 
succeeding report from the Hinterland of Liberia shews me tliat wo are here dealing 
with one of the most vtduaUo parte of Africa from a trading point of view, and I 
sll ° uld hc^pioited b r the Sierra Leone Hail way, carried 
eventual], to the.Upper Cavalla River, and draining all tho rubber, oil, gum ivory 
fibre, nee, and minerals of Liberia to the splendid port of Freetown, J 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed; H.'H. JOHN3TON. 
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[10844] No. 41*. 

Colonial Office to foreign Office.—(Received -Sprit fi.) 

^■ r - _ Dawning Street, April 4, EUU7. 

I AM directed by the l’’ar] of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 22ml ultimo, on tto subject of the ^rant to ti French firm by the Adminiatration of 
tha Ivory Coast of certain tlred^iog concession* in Lliu Tano River, and to request you 
rp inform Secretary Sir E. Grey that hiss Lordship concurs in the proposal u> finn- ait tu 
uit addition beiigmude to the Anglo-French Couveutioii of the IQth August, IrtSt), 
providing [hat licences to dredge in tbto neutral waters of the Tainl River should he 
riiihmittcd to the common consent of the Govornim uls of the Ivory Cuant and the Gold 
Coast, 

I am, Ac. 

(signed) n. l. mSmms. 


N 
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110216] No. 44. 

Consul tVutlis to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 30 ,) 

(Xo, 15, Confidential.) 

Sir, Monrovia, Mnrrh 12 t 1007. 

WITH reference to toy Confidential despatch No. 13 of the 2nd instant, I have 
the honour to report that Mr, York©, one of the Inspectors of the Rubber Corporation, 
who is stationed in Maryland county of this Republic, has received a commission from 
the President appointing him "Special Commissioner p> in that section of tho 
country- 

The actual powers of this appointment are undefined, and there are no 
emoluments attaching to the office, 

Mr. Yorkc, who Is a European and a British subject, is therefore in the service 
of a foreign State while still, being an employ £ of a British trading Company in the 
country in which he is serving. 

Some of Mr. Yorke’s instruction* arc to ** watch and report any acts of political 
importance! and in the event of anything coming under bis notice that should require 
adjustment for tho repose of the State, his representations would carry weight." 

During this gen tie maids recent visit to Monrovia he stated that he came upon 
documents in the possession of Liberian Chiefs/and signed by French officials, 
purporting to be Treaties with these Chiefs, who thereby recognisto French political 
rights over that portion of the country. Rut these territories cannot he deemed to be 
otherwise than within the proposed Liberian boundary, unless the French Government 
are to receive the whole of Mary land county, 

The natives report that French officers are constantly coming over from tho Ivory 
Coast and from the north t and are making maps and interviewing Chiefs. 

If Mr, York e, as a Liberian official, and as an employ'd of the Rubber Corpora 
tton, happens to meet French officers in this part of the hinterland, his position might, 
I think, become a delicate one. 

I therefore bring this to the notice of the Foreign Office, because this position 
may or may not- result in difficulties, and because 1 am uncertain os to whether, in the 
event of Air. Yorko coining in contact with French officials, ho is competent and 
capable of negotiating and representing Liberian affairs to the heat advantage, 
and whether Ifis Majesty's Government would be disposed to recognise any acts done 
by him iu the hinterland as a Liberian " Special Comniisaioncr/’ even if they- were 
subsequently approved by the Liberian Government, 

1 fowevor, the actual reason of Mr, Yorke's appointment is lie cause the Rubber 
Corporation believe it will assist them in the collection of rubber, for they state that 
" when the natives know that they are hacked officially by the Liberian Government 
they will have less trouble in dealing with thorn. 11 

This, perhaps, may bo so within certain limits of the was Nine, hut in the interior 
it certainly does not apply, because most of the Native Chiefs and people do not 
recognize the authority of the Liberian Government, it being not a real Governmeu' 
and having no power in the interior 

The position is nearly the same in Western Liberia. 

In my Confidential despatch No, 10, Africa, of the t5th ultimo, 1 reported lhe 
appointment of a yonug English mm l and an employ^ of the Rubber Corporation bv 
the Liberian Government as Collector of Customs on the Anglo-Libemn frontier, and 
later os a “ Special Commissioner/ 

However, the difference between these two appointment* i* that Air, Hughes is 
now a Collector of Customs and a salaried official of the Liberian Government, and is 
no longer in lire employment of the Liberian Rubber Corporation, 

I bare^ &c, 

(Signed) BRAJTHWAITE WALLIS. 
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[10046] 


No, 48. 


Foreign Office to Cotemvl Office. 


Foreign Office, April 11. 1907, 


I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Gray to transmit to you herewith T to be kid 
before the Earl of Elgin, a copy of a Memorandum from the Preach Ambassador * 
“taming ail inqmiy with regard to the occupation of the Kbs\ district of Liberia by 
bruisK troops, and asking to be furnished with details as to the result of the Anglo* 
Liberian frontier delimitation, ■ 

1 am aleo to inclose a draft of the reply which* subject to Lord Elgin’s concurrence, 
cat E. Urey proposes to return to M Cam bon, t 

I am t Ac, 

(Signer!) ERIC BARRINGTON, 


[12290] 


No. 49, 


CWtd Waili* to Sir Edward Grey*—{Received April 1(5.) 


(No, 17. Confidential) 

T ,, Monrovia, March 18, 1907. 

I Ht, Libenan Government are unable to afford more than 2,77fiZ. for the armament 
of the gun-boat 11 Alert,” made up aa follows :— 

Two Q.-F. 12-pr guns. 

Two Musi in guns t 4 3G3, 

Ammunition for Ig-pr, guns. 

Ammunition for Maxims, 

j^-* s a,i LQUiit J"iU be paid for by instalments of 100/. per annum, which is to be 
added ten the cost of (he vessel. 

I have, (fee. 

(Signed) BRAITII WAITE WALLIS. 


[122121 


No, 50. 


Consul Walds lo Sir Eduard Grctj, —{Received April 16,) 


(No, IS, Confidential.) * 

1 . . Afonrutna, March 25, L007- 

LLl LhltJM r to my Confidential despatch No. 5, Africa, of the 5th February last, 
upon iho subject of a German Company connecting Liberia by cable with some place 
m K,ur( yS ™ the acceptance of the offer by tins Government, I have the honour most 
respectfully to suggest that. In the event, of my failing to bring about an arrangement 
by winch the African Direct Telegraph Company would Be induced to come to 
Monrovia, the Development Company be naked to connect Monrovia with some point on 
wins rRl xouo vi$ Gape Mount mid JIano t by a single-hue overland telegraph 

l ho distance k, roughly, 130 miles, and T am informed by an engineer that the 
cost would not be great. 

As Sir H, Johnston has urged the desirability of Ilia Majesty's Government 
opening up telegraphic I'imin unicat ion with Monrovia, and if die only communication 
by cable is to b- through this German Company, which may, in fact, opt be bore for a 
king tune he may think it desirable, both in the interests of Ilia Majesty’s Government 
nnd the Chartered Company, to recommend to the Board of Directors the necessity for 
me erection of this overland wire. 

{Signed) ' ’ BRATTHWAITE WALLIS, 


[1778] 


No, 87, 


t So# No. 79. 


[10891] 


No, 45. 


Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 5.) 
p Monrovia, April 5, 1907, 


[Td^raphicJ P. . Mmrcvia, Apnl 5, 1907. 

WHb"refe™eT toj*w£ telegram No. 4: The Liborian Goverament ayc unahle tn 
1 1 Herd the terms stated by Hie Majesty e Government ae price of Alert, but they 

agreeto^thefafe Q® vernraeilt; j 0 p^y annual instalments of l.( K10J., but this to include 

instalments for armament, which is estimated at L087L Hk Majesty s Goveri^ent cm 
their side to share hall of the cost of passage of the vessel from Bennuda to Liberia. 
Officer* to have two months' leave on full pay. Pension to be arranged later. 

Despatch follows by mail. , T it . - . - 

I am to express to Ills Majesty’s Government thanks of Liberian Government for 

kind offer of gun. 
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No. 46. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count Wallh. 

Foreign Office 3 April 8, 1997. 


Telegraphic.) F. """S" 

GUN-BOAT for Liberia 

We do not understand dearly what your telegram No, b means. Do Litienftn 

Government agree to insure the ** Alert ? 

We ako do not understand the estimate you give Fur armament. The armament 
mentioned in your telegram No, I would cost 3*0001. | but the Hotchkiss g|iBS f 
mountings, and ammunition, which wore mentioned m my telegram No. 4, would be 
mven gratis, the Liberian Government only having to pay tlio carriage out. 

IF the Liberian Government are extremely set upon half the cost, of passage being 
paid toy Ilk Majesty’s Government, we will endeavour to persuade Treasury to consent* 
but considerable difficulty is to be anticipated, . 

As regards the office re, we arc making preliminary inquiries. 


v bfa 




Foreign Office to Consul Wall at. 

g^I ^ > Foreign Office, April 8, 1907. 

SIR EDWARD GREY has had under his consideration your despatch No, 15 of 
the 12th ultimo, in which you draw attention to the appointment of Mr. Yorke, one of 
the Inspectors of the Rubber Corporation, ae u Special Commissioner for the Liberian 
Government 11 in the Maryland County of the Republic, 

The President lias, as yon are aware, but a very limited number of trustworthy 
and intelligent persons at his disposal from whom to select candidates for responsible 
appointments, and it is oh vinos that in the present instance he has chosen Mr* Yorko ae 
having had good reports of his efficiency, and also because, as that gentleman is paid 
By the Rubber Corporation, there is do occasion in his case to burthen the finances of 
the lb-public with any salary. Sir Edward Grey can see OO objection whatever to 
Air, Barclay's action on this occasion, which seems, in the circumstances, to have been 
the wisest he could have taken. 


subsequently approved by the Liberian Government A Tho acts done by a Liberian 
official in Liberian territory do not come in any way within the purview of Tbs 
Majesty^ Government, unless indeed there might be reason to complain of them as in 
any way effecting prejudicially either British subjects or British interests. But iLis 
does not in the present case appear to ho a contingency which you need anticipate. 

I ant, Ar. 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON, 


No. 47. 
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No, 51, 


Coneul WffUis to Sir Edward Grey*—(Received April 15,) 

(No, 19. Confidential.) 

S'lJf* Monrovia, March A&, 1007, 

I HAVE Hie hoc.our to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Eric Barrington's despatch 
No, 6 of the 27th February, acknowledging the Annual Message of the President of 
Liberia* and stating that no observations are furnished by me upon it. 

I arrived at Monrovia cm the evening of the 16th January, and within two hours 
of landing here, l made efforts to obtain a copy of the President 1 a Message and send it 
off to the Foreign Office by the boat timed to leave for England the day after my 
arrival hers, 

I had, therefore* no opportunity to make observations upon the Message before 
sending it r and it was necessary that 1 should become better acquainted with the 
situation and with the effect President Barclay's address had made upon the 
Legislature 

In my Confidential despatch No, 5 of the f>th February last,. I gave the particular* 
of flu offer put forward by a German Company to connect Liberia by cable with some 
place in Europe, I reported that the offer had been accepted by the Liberian Qijverb- 
ment. I stated also that I would nevertheless endeavour to come to some arrangement 
with the Government here by which the African Direct Telegraph Company might be 
induced to open up telegraphic communication with Monrovia. 

My efforts are 1 icing continued, and I shall report results to the Foreign Office 
later. 

The President's reference to the defective Customs laws is to those to which the 
attention of the Liberian Government have been drawn by the Chief Inspector of 
Customs. If this Government really support Mr. lament, and put no obstacles in Ids 
way, these defects might be remedied. 

Ihe doctrine of "effective occupation" of this hinterland by the Ameruio- 
Liberkms, to which Sir Eric Barrington's despatch refers, is quite outside the powers 
of this Government, and no one knows it butter than the Liberians themselves. 

Liberia, as a governing Power, is not recognized by the aboriginal Chiefs and 
native tribes in the interior* and mill less by the Chiefs on or near ro the Angles 
Liberian frontier. 

Chief Fa rim u do, a prominent Chief, with whom f am well acquainted, baa 
frequently told me that he would never " sit down" to the Liberian Government, and 
rather Limn do so lie would “ make war." He says that “ black man cannot, rule black 
mail, and he hx>ks upon the Liberians ns s3avtj&. Other Chiefs have said the same 
thing. 

li these Chiefs <£ made war" matters would, 1 fear, go badly with the Liberian 
v fornce ” even if the whole “army ” could be mobilized and seat against them. 

Such resistance on the part of the Chichi would, besides upsetting the Sierra 
L^one frontier, wliich [bat Government has had to pay to keep in order for Liberia, 
be awkward for the Rubber Coronation. 

I hoar that Chief Farbmido is very dissatisfied at being told that ho is under (he 
Liberian Government, 

If Liberian Commissi oners penetrate info certain pans of the interior they may or 
may not be uigic&tod by Uio native rulers. But if they attempt to enforce their 
authority nr endeavour to perform the functions of fJoYOnimcut, they will be restated 
and probably killed. Two have been killed by the natives in Eastern Liberia. 

Li' the Americo-Liberkius arc to be encouraged to attempt to assume control in the 
materland, the results, in my opinion, will bo disastrous. Their penetrating into the 
interior may or may not be desirable iu view ol the oncroacimaouta of the French, 
reported by rue to the Foreign Office at various times* 

However, this {lovormnent do not, and without assistance, cannot effectively occupy 
rhe sea-board ; And us Iheir various departments are in a deplorable state of chaos it 
“ f1 n0lther feasible nor expedient that they should attempt to grapple with the 
ailncuJt questions involved with the control mid administration of the hinterland 

In Sir F. A . f'ampkdl’s despatch No. 23, Africa, of ihn 15th May, 1906, I was 
informed that Ills Majesty s Government strongly deprecate any attempt on the part 
, Bie Liberian Govern Euyui to place outpost* on the frontier f i- otherwise to open up 
hie remoter districts of the Liberian l tinier tarn l until such time as the Customs service 


51 


39 

has-been thoroughly reorganized, and it has been possible to set aside sufficient funds 
for the purpose without detriment to the administrative services of the Republic." 

Am I, therefore, in view of recent developments, to encourage President Barclay 
to Scud up these untrained, undisciplined, and ragged Liberians, who form part of the 
Liberian army, or am 1 to toil his Excellency that such a policy will not be encouraged 
by His Majesty's Government? 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T3RAIT]WAITE WALLIS. 


112214] No, S3. 

Ccttttd Wallis f o Sir Edward Grey— (Received April 16.) 

(No. 20. Confidential) 

Bir, Jtf0nroiria» March 27, 1907. 

E HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of a Confidential letter received from 
Mr. Lament, Principal Inspector of Customs and FmnucLI Adriaer to Liberia, reporting 
the results of n visit to the Anglo-Liberian frontier. 

1 beg to draw yonr attention to paragraphs 7, S, 9, and 10 of this Report. 

Mr. Lament, as ft Liberian official, fully realizes the difficulties of the situation. 

I am unaware what the future policy Ls to be as regards the Anglo* Liberian 
fronjior. 

Rut if the V\ est African frontier force are to be withdrawn from Liberian territory 
the lives of tlic Liberian “ soldiers, 1 * arid probably the members of the Rubber Cot- 
porutioi). also are likely to be in <3anger. 

The natives will tno*l certainly resent any action of author Ely made by the 
Liberian Government, and Chief Kafiira eill attack his old enemy Farhundo. The 
result will be that the frontier will again be thrown into disorder and trade seriously 
affected. 

I am unacquainted with the views of the Foreign Office upon this mutter, and 1 do 
not know whether ei ream stances have arisen which must necessarily change the 
situ ei Lion, hut I believe that the policy of pat ruling this hinterland with Liberian troops 
as they at present exist is a mistake, and one which will be dearly paid for in the 
future. 

These so-called troops can do no good, and are, in fact, likely to do a great deal of 
harm. 'Iheir presence in the neighbourhood of the .Sierra Leone frontier m only 
rendered pnsHble by the presence of the West African frontier force. 

A a to the utility of these Liberian troops, speaking as n soldier, I must way that 
they are noma than useless, for they lack, in a marked degree, all the essential 
qualities which the most primitive military organization might be expected to possess. 

Neither do I perceive that the presence of these soldiers can do anything but 
harm to the prospects of the Rubber Corporation. 

Because, if they continue to go about the country ns they have lately been 
doing, because the *■ white man *' is behind them, his (the white man’s) reputation will 
become before very long far from an enviable one. 

I am anxious to sec the operations of the Rubber Corporation, as a British, 
enterprise, succeed in this country, but I fully agree with the remarks made by 
Mr, Lam out in paragraphs S, 19, ami 11 of his Report inclosed herewith. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) Bit A IT! IWA1TE WALLIS. 


liicloeuro in No* 52. 

Mr. Lumont to Consul IVatlis. 

(Confidential.) 

^ir, Monrovia, Liberia t March 23 , 1907 , 

I HAVE tbo honour to report, for year information, toy retoni to Liberia from 
the Sierra Leone frontier, whither 1 had gone in company with Sir Harry Johnston and 
the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone. 














2. The objects of my journey were two—viz., to establish an effective custom* 
organization on the Augle-Tiiberiun frontier to cope with the import and export of 
goods at the points against the Sierra Leone Government railhead, Banina; and, 
secondly, to arrange with the Government of Sierra Leone free navigation on the 
Man oh (liver by Liberian craft. 

3 r To enable me to judge as to the vantage point- for the establishment of custom¬ 
houses it was necessary to ascertain the main trade routes lemling from railhead into 
Liberia. These were found to be, first, (he Bniima-t'endensbu-Kaure Lahun road, am! 
second, the liaiimii-Iiai w a]] £i Valiun road. The rough sketch map attached will show 
the relative positions. 

4. Our party explored both routes carefully right into Liberia, The volume of 
traffic on the first-named road was considerable and much heavier than that on the 
last Large quantities of cottons, tobacco, trade spirits, and sail flow from Baiima, 
the railhead* towards Kaure Lahun and the northern Liberian territories. A counter- 
stream of produce* consisting chiefly of palm kernels and rubber, sets stcadiiy along 
from Liberia to railhead, 

5. I determined to make Kan re Lahun the main port of entry, and Mr, J. 
D. Hughes, the newly appointed European Collector of Customs* has on the 18th instant 
assumed duties at that point under full directions from myself. 

6. Thu requirements of the other route have been met by lhe establishment of a 
custom-house at a point called Rab&wguii, 200 yards from the frontier on the Liberian 
aide. A Liberian sob-collcctor* directly under Mr. Hughes* control, will take charge 
here, 

1 anticipate a fair amount of revenue from this district, 

7. Conferences of the native Chiefs and people were assembled and addressed by 
the Acting Governor ami Sir H. Johnston at Baiitna, Bmwalla, Bom am, and Pendembu 
on the Sierra Leone side, and at Kaure Lahun on the Liberian side* They were 
informed as to the Liberian Customs law*, the new regulations respecting the rubber 
trade in Liberia, sod were advised to conduct their trade with Liberia along tio other 
routes than the two above specified. At Kaure Lahun the Conference was a large one. 
The paramount Chief* Farbundo, whose territory is bisected by the frontier line* did not 
appear to me to fully grasp why he should pay allegiance to another negro Power that 
has done nothing for him* can do nothing for liiui, and whose authority is an empty 
name* and unsupported by a force that can command respect. The Liberian troops were 
present along with the Sierra Leone "Frontiers” at the Conference, and, in my view, 
constituted nothing more or less than an undisciplined horde—uni formless, il E-set up, ami 
armed with prehistoric guns. From a military point of view, to cal! them a fighting unit 
is impossible and ridiculous. And yet this force represented the Power to which these 
noble-ioolimg Cliieft were called on to pay tribute and allegiance. The contrast between 
the innate dignity of these Susu leaders and men ns against the degenerate appearance 
of the Liberian soldiers was very marked, and the whole appearance of the latter Htood 
ont [ti painful relief to the well-ordered and well-equipped tiles of the Sierra Oone 
pfi Frontiers.*’ 

6. I have no hesitation in stating that lbe passage of such an undisciplined body 
of men along the frontier h not a salutary measure; the authority of the CWniiflsioner 
is not an unquestioned one ■ the force can command no respect, mid were it not for the 
presence of the Sierra Leone Frontier Force they would he annihilated by Farbundo's 
and Kabila's Liilic-S, They could rim, i atn quite sure, effectively m&ke a stand against 
a savage body of tribesmen of half their number. 

9. We learned that a force of 1,200 French troops lay about two days" hard march 
north of Kaure Lahun, well within the inh parallel oF latitude. Taxes are being levied 
on the ull lives, and apparently ill I tbo symptoms of effective occupation have developed 
there. 8ir Harry Johnston drafted a letter hi French protesting against this invasion 
of Liberian territory, and lliia letter, signed by Commissioner Lomax oil behalf of the 
Liberian Gove mm cut* was being taken by Lomax himself to the officer in command of 
the French troops. When E leU Baiima, on (he Nth instant* Luma* was not to leave 
on this mission until Mr. Hughes assumed duty as Collector at Kaure Lahun; he would 
therefore be free to proceed north on the Kith instant. The Liberian troops accompany 
him. 

10, Were the Sierra Leone troops to evacuate the part of Liberia they arc now 
occupying, hostilities between the tribes ^ould at once ensue, and any Liberian force 
interfering would be annihilated' The safety of the European Collector I have placed 
at kaure Lahun would be threatened* and 1 should be obliged to close the custom¬ 
houses now efiLuUuJud, The position of the official* of the Liberian Rubber Corporation 


would also become untenable, and their withdrawal from that part of Liberia would 
almost certainly have to follow on evacuation by the Siena Loone Frontier Force. 

I have 

(Signed) ’ W. J* LA MO NT, 

Chief Inspector of Customs, Liberia, 


[122151 No' 53< * 

Consul Wallis to Sir Rdipard Grey,—(Received April 18 j 
(No. SI. ConfidentiaL) 

^ r > l Monrovia, March 2y, 1007. 

I BON the receipt, of your telegram No. 4 of the 2£nd instant, which reached me 
here on the 27th instant, I bid the conditions therein contained about the purchase of 
the gun-boat ’* Alert ” before the Liberian Government. 

I discussed this offer very fully with Mr. Lamont, the Financial Adviser to this 
country, and, as stated in my cablegram No. 0 of the 28th instant, it was decided that 
the limnoej of this country were unablo at present to afford the terms laid down by His 
Majesty s Government. 

iWever, the Liberian Government, agree to pay for the vessel by annual instal¬ 
ments of 1*000/., but this flinn iij to include the cost of armament. 

rhe armament having been reduced, it is proposed that it. should consist of the 
following:— 

£ 

1 Hotchkiss and aannmmtion .. .. *. „. p™ 

i Maxim ^3(181 + J . .. 1+ _ _ p< 

Mftsitn efflnuimittoiq ,, * L „„ " ” 

i— I2-pr. guM .. .. " l r m 

IS-pr. wamitLittoii (200 rounds) ,, ., +J 

■■ v ■ " 1*987 

Therefore, according to this arrangement, the annual instalments might be 800/. for 
too vessel, and for the armament 200/„ 

Tilt cost of bringing the ship out to Liberia is a heavy item, and this Government 
arc unable to pity more than half the amount of 1*17 51. aujbd for—namely, they would 
pay 587L I Of. 

The Liberian Government agree to insure the vessel against loss in the joint name 
ol the purchaser and the Adtnirfiliy* until the total purchase-money has been paid 
Ibe cost of tins insurance in not, however* mentioned. 

I he Liberian Government further agree that tia responsibility of the Admiralty 
will cease upon the vessel being taken over at. Bermuda, provided Lhat half the cost of 
the journey to tins country is defrayed by Ilia Majesty's Government, 

the officers will receive two months' leave of absence annually upon full pay 
exclusive of their journey to and from Europe. The question of their pensions I cm 
arrange Inter. 1 

The Li her in a Government thank His Majesty's Government for their kind offer of 
a UotcfikiBB gun,, ammunition, and mountings. 

I hope that His .Majesty's Government will be able to accept these terms. W Wu 
once .the vessel *b here* her armament, complement of officers* Ac,* can be gradusdlv 
the “ UerT" 1 ^ mattces of l ie COimtI T improve* which they ought to'do by the help of 

^ l hi' lirststep ie to get the boat to this country. Without n gun-boat, the Chief 
" ! nn d Financial Adviser will be unable to inaugurate those reforms 

of fiscal reorganization winch he has coins to the country to earrv out. 

hi^o the honour to inclose a letter from this officer upon this subject. 

* Tv. 1 fSr® r lrouble in getting our offer accepted at all, and but for the 

!t.- : : V; ' who flos01 7f ^ eal ct0iht [u tho way he Las assisted me, it is quite 

U&ely that this Government might have approaches! Germany with a view to accepting 
tho offvr already made to present. Liberia with a vessel Frev of cost. 

1 therefean Vfcnlure respectfully to express the hope that the terms heroin laid 
dot™ will be accepted liefausc if they are not I fear that the only ootireo then open 

Z'lnZ ***** "? tlie ld . ca of to ^ in « th<s "Alert*” and endeavour to obtain n much 
smaller and more inexpensive vessel 

[1778] 
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And ii this is to happen I can only in lie mnanwliilB endeavour to tide natters 
over here, and make effort* to oppose lie acceptance by this Government of a German 

Tessel „ . 

But whether I shall be muccessful in this or not I do not know, 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) BRM'JTPtVAJTB WALLIS, 


Inclosuro in No. 03. 

Mr, Lament to Consul Wat lit. 

Qjp Cut(0m*itoujr, Mffimfrntf, 3/artA 27 r 1007* 

" I HAVE the honour to inquire as to whether you haves received any intelligent 
from His Britannic Majesty*® Government with respect to Hia Majesty'a ship “ Alert, 
the war-vessel it is proposed should he acquired by Liberia, n , 

It is need]ess to ntato bow extremely important iL is that a gun-boat snoidd, nt the 
earliest possible moment, start patrolling along the eastern shore of Liberia. 

Smuggling on a largo scale is going on, and with probably renewed vigour, as n 
ie blown that stepe we imminent towards its repression* . * ,, 

If vou can urge on His Majesty’a Government the necessity for urgency m this 
mutter I should be greatly obliged, and the revenue interests of this country will all 
the earlier be established on a sounder basis, 

I have, ke. 

(Signed) W. J* LAM ON T, 

Chief Inspector of Cunt on\$ t Liberia. 


Cmsntl Wallin to Mr. Lament. 

Can you come and see me again this morning to discuss this matter further V 
Eleven o’clock I shall be free for half-umhour, 

March 37, ia07. 


Mr. Lamont to Consul Wallis. 
With pleasure. 1 shall be up at 11 a.m, 

AfarcA 37, 11)07. 


W. J* LA MONT. 


[12216] No. 54 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey.^{Received April 10*) 

(No* 22. Confidential.) 

Monrovia, Mare A 29, 1907. 

YOUR cablegram No, 3 of the 21st instant, permitting the Cffiief Inspector of 
Customs and Financial Adviser to proceed with mo in His Majesty's ship <l Dwarf 1 
down the Liberian coast, has caused great satisfaction, loth to Mr. L&xnont and to 
this Government. 

Thi? officer will now be aide lo visit the smaller porta, wliieh he would otherwise 
be unable to do were he to proceed in an ordinary steamer. Ills work will also be 
rendered easier and less risky. 

f made the suggestion, to Mr. Lament a short time ago, and on hie way to the 
frontier ho discussed the matter with the Commander of the “ Dwarf/ 1 whom he met 
in Freetown, and I understand that that officer cabled to the Admiralty for instructions. 

1 anticipate no trouble from the nntiviw during this visit, Although there are 
places along the Km OQOat to which the Americo-Liber 1 ana dare not venture (much 
less attempt the functions of Government), the natives at these places are hardly 
likely to show hostility to a Brinish officer, especially when ho in accompanied by 
a gun-boat. 

Mr. Lament, however, as a Liberian official, is in a different position. 


55* 


it 




[10844 


No. M* 

Sir Edward Grey to M, Cam&on, 


k our Excellency, Foreign Office, April 18, Ipt 7, 

I Dill not fail to communicate to the Secretary of State for the Colonies your 
Excellent ^ oidc^moire of the 0! h ultimo on the subject of the grant to a French 
brrnl^Admm^, of the Ivory Coast of certain dredging Concessions in the 

I have nwtfaft honour to Inform your Excdlenoy that His Majesty's Government 
to art addition being made to the Anglo-French Convention of the loth August 
188.5 provulm^ that licences to dredge in the neutral waters of the Tano River 
should be submitted to the common consent of the Governments of the Ivory Coast 
ami the Lola Loast. 

I liavc* &e* 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[1775] 






















™ Tt 5 Kra ^?, beS aTO u ar«ly- They know no law esceM their 

si® fuUy armed with rifles nod ammunition. P 

_.,°"? Tf T* i V“ id P Maesa a pop'jation of between 15,000 to 20.000 The 

people there Lave the greatest contempt for the Liberians, who dire not ventiio'tW 
It was my intention, in suggesting that Hr. Lament should accompany me to have 
acted in caee of emergency, in «actly the way I have been 3K acfln 
jour telegram herein referred to. m 

I ahull send a full report of mj journey to the Foreign Office, 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) tSIlAITHWATTE WALLIS, 


[13520] 


No. 55. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received April 15),) 


* WirpiT * a , r , Downing Street, April 18% WQ7. 

yQU \ > tte T r ° f the mh im and previous 

oorreepondfflice on the Mine subject, T am directed by the Enri of Elgin to lootieat you 
to inform Secretory Sir E. Urey that the question of the importation of goods mto 
Liberia from the Mano River was recently discussed litre with the Governor of Sierra 
r^reLnted ™ ^ arry Johnston at 0 meeting in which the Foreign Office waa 

?■ Tt ™ "greed that the most satisfactory solution would be for the Governments 
ot Linen* and feierra Uoue to maintain n joint customs nation at Mnno Salijah - the 
receipts from the import duties collected at that port to bo equally divided after 
deducting the expenses of the administration of the station (uidudinc salaries) between 
the two Governments. The chief official should bo a European, to be nominated by 
j Government of Liberia, and appointed, if agreed to, by the Government of Sierra 
L^one. Hie arrangement would of course require to bo legalized by an Ordinance 
of the Colonial Legislature. It was suggested that h should remain in force for two 

years, after which period it should be terminable by either aids on giving mx months' 
noticed 

3. It, was al&o agreed that the duties now levied at Mano Stliiah should bo increased 
to the some amount an those imposed by the Liberian Tariff in all cases where the 
fatter are higher, 

4. Should Sir E. Grey bo prepared to sanction thin proposal, which, it will be 

Tn™? hmB ? f ft e , made in Air, Prabyu*s despatch of 

, 'u ^ n g?y J06 (a copy of which waa forwarded to the Foreign Office on the 17th 
July, flU0). Lord Elgin would attest that Ufa Majesty^ Consul at Monrovia should 
be instructed to lay it before the Government of Liberia. 

I aiu, l&c. 

(Signed) U. L. ANTEOBUS 


[12688] 


No* 50. 


Sir H, Johnston to (he President of mena.—Wfmmmkttted % Sir H. Johnston 

April SO.) 

_ __ $t. John's/ Priory, Poling, Arundel Swutex, 

Dear Mr, President, April 10, IW. 

I HAVE had a discussion with Mr. Probyn at the Colonial Office, at which the 
loreign Office and Colonial Office were represented, on tlie subject of the Mu no Tliver 
and the duties to be levied on good a in transit through Sierra Leone Lo tho hinterland 
in Liberia by way of the Sierra Leone Hallway. 

v W i tl i fo the Mano lUver,! understand Mr. Probyn to propose a settlement 

of the difficulty op these Lines 

1. That an arrangement should Imj entered into by tho two Govcmmeiils of Great 
Britain and Liberia which should, last for two years, and then lie terminable by six 
months notice cm either side— that is, the arrangement proposed, if it came into force, 
would fast from the date of its commencement for two and adtalf years before it eon hi 
be terminated by one or other Power. 























2. The Government of ^iberiiv would Ira invited by Great Britain. to nominate a 
British subject of European birth to he the representative of the Liberian Customs at 
the mouth of the Marta River—at Mane Sultdja, for example The nomination would 
be submitted to the Government of Sierra Leone for its approval, an approval which 
would certainly be Recorded in the ease; of a suitable individual. (What would 
probably take place would lie that you might either select some European yourself 
or ask Mr. Lament for Ids advice on the subject*) Upon the nomination of Liberia 
being approved by the Government of Sierra Leone, a commission would he handed 
to the same individual by the latter, and with tho staff under his orders he would 
represent the Customs Service of tho two Governments at the mouth of the Mr no and 
along the lower course of that river, 

3. The customs levied by Sierra Leone at the mouth of the Mano {and perhaps in 
some particulars at other places within 10 miles to the west.) would be raised to tho 
value of those in Liberia* IVhere, as in the ease of alcohol* the Libenan duties were 
lower than those of Sierra Leone, 3 iberin would, in that, place only, equalize her duties 
with those of Sierra Leone. Consequently, there would be no temptation to smuggle 
goods from Liberia into Sierra Leone, or rice verxti. At the end of each quarter, for 
example, the proceeds received Imm tho collection of customs duties would he halved, 
and the results handed to each Government, The two Governments would shore in, 
the cost of salaries, &e., for the maintenance of this official and his staff at the mouth 
of the Mano* 

If this arrangement were agreed to, Liberia would need no other preventive 
service along the eastern Iwink of the Mano than that necessary to check the export of 
rubber without the payment of export duties. For this purpose it might be necessary 
to maintain a customs station at Liberian Jcne, through which rubber could be 
exported to the coast. 

These proposals of Mr. Brobyu at first sight may not seem to you acceptable; but 
I confess, when all his arguments are taken into consideration, they s^em to me the best 
solution of the difficulty under present circumstances. It is easy enough in the case 
of European or African firms of considerable standing to pass through goods in bond 
for Liberia by a tmnsiro ; but this arrangement would hardly suit either Government 
in the case of natives anil canoe traffic. It would be very difficult and very expensive 
to maintain a preventive service winch would follow the occupants of each canoe after 
they bad entered the Mann, to see that they did not smuggle their goods without 
payment of duty on to either bank. On the other hand, with the arrangement 
proposed it would be extremely difficult to escape the vigilance of the joint custom¬ 
house of the two nations at the mouth of the Mano River, and once this custom-house 


wiLH passed, and the duties paid, it would be indifferent to the nations in question as to 
where the goods were landed. 

One objection which will he raised In Liberia or by Mr. Lament may bo that., in 
tho opinion of those who havo studied this region, the larger proportion of the goods 
which it is sought to take up the Mano River from its mouth are required for landing 
on Liberian sod, and that therefore a half of the total duties collected at Mano 
Suleija may not represent a fair proportion of what is due to the Liberian State. On 
this head 1 have no personal information, and cannot therefore offer an opinion, If 
your Excellency’s Government were able to present sufficient statistics to convince 
the British Government of track a claim, it is possible that the latter might agree that 
in the quarterly division of the custom* money a larger proportion than one-half 
should he paid to Liberia; or it might bo agreed by both countries to fI run *' this 
scheme for a year or for eighteen months on the half-and-half basis, whilst as much 
information as possible was being collected ns to the destination of goods; and then 
for the remainder of the term during which the Convention might run, to allot cither 
to Liberia or to Sierra Leone a larger proportion than one half. As tins arrangement 
does not in any way affect the customs levied by tho Liberian Government at 
Robcrtaport, but only those which may ho leviable at the Lower Mano, I confess 
I think that Liberia would he running no great risks if it accepted the half-and-half 
proposal for two years and rt-hnlf. I understand that if this arrangement were 
concluded the Government of Sierra Leone might be willing to put an export duty 
of f?d. a Hi. on rubber, not only at Mano Suleija for certain, but also at tho mouth 
of the Sulirna, or any other port of Sierra Leone eastwards of Bonth, This was a 
suggestion of Governor Brobyn’s, and seemed to mo a very fair one, as It would 
i ift ctually put a stop to what we know is going on at the present time, tho smuggling 
of rubber by certain European trading-1 Kama settled at Mano Sulci jo* who derive 
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their rubber from the Liberian side of the river, and endeavour to escape tile payment 
of royalties or export duties on the Bame. You could still keep up your preventive 
service watching the rubber trade, hut if those export duties were levied not only at 
Mano Suleija but at tho Sierra Leone ports 10 to 2(3 miles to the westward, it would 
effectually put ft stop to the smuggl ing, as it would not pay to convey smuggled rubber 
a 100 miles or so inland to any other outlet. 

At one time Mr. Brobyn was disposed to suggest that, for economy's sake, a 
native of Africa should ho appointed joint Customs officer for the two countries at 
Mano Suleija; but on reconsideration he was not satisfied that Liberia could as yet 
spare from her service elsewhere a native Liberian Customs official of sufficient 
experience for the purpose, while he feared that Liberia might not bo willing to 
nominate ft native of Sierra Leo no to this post, in case it should cause any feeling of 
jealousy in her own service, lie therefore, having also in view the possible “ tire¬ 
someness” of Woerroaun over the rubber export, proposed that, at any rate for the 
first two years of this Convention, or two years mid six months, the holder of this 
joint, post should be a British subject of European birth, to be selected and 
appointed by the Liberia*} Government and approved and unpointed by that of 
Sierra Leone. 

I believe this proposal will he convoyed to you in a more official form through 
the British Consul m Monrovia; but I relate it to you in the form in which I under¬ 
stood it, coupled with my own explanations. 

With regard to the question of goods In transit destined for Liberia, travelling across 
Sien a Leone, it must be obvious that a great deal of the north-western part of Liberia 
under present, circumstances can only be developed profitably by means of the Sierra 
Leone Railway, Until Liberia has a road and railway system of her own, by far 
the shortest, safest, and least expensive route to the north-western part of her hinterland, 
so far as European commerce is concerned, is vii Freetown and the Sierra Leone 
Railway to Baiima, 

From Raiima the distance is only 12 mi Ice by a very good road to two 
points on the Liberian frontier, at both of which you have now established custom- 
house*— namely, Kebawnnft (Bomam) and Kanre Lahun. The bend-quarters of the 
Rubber Company in this region will be at Kebawarsa, but we shall also have an 
agency at Kanre Lahore At both of these custom-houses rubber belonging to the 
Company or to traders outside the Company can bo exported from Liberia on the 
payment of expert duties* Likewise goods can be imported into Liberia on payment 
of the Liberian customs. Most of the traders in rubber, palm oil, palm kernels, and 
other produce in this region of north-western Liberia, will obviously iind it far cheaper 
and quicker to supply themselves with trade goods at Freetown, or ship thorn to 
Liberia viA Freetown and the Sierra Leone Railway. Tins will bo greatly to tho 
advantage of Liberia, since you will levy both export duty on rubber and the import 
duties on trade goods at your frontier. On tho other hand, it will increase the, re venue of 
the Sierra Leone Railway, and to some extent 1 bat of Freetown ns a port, besides putting 
money in one way and another into the trading houses of Freetown. As it will bring 
thr north-west Liberian frontier within thirteen or fourteen days of Europe, it should 
greatly stimulate commerce in north-western Liberia to the manifest ad vautags of the 
Liberian Government. 

But, ns you know, both you and I foresaw one difficulty which might arise in this 
direction, and that was the double ]>aymont of customs duties. At the present time, 
any one who might seek jo avail himself of this new moans of reaching north, 
western Liberia and grading there would have to pay duty on his goods when they 
lauded at Freetown, and full duties again to tho Liberian Government when the goods 
entered she country iu which they were destined to be consumed. These double duties 
would almost, if not quite, counterbalance the greater cheapness and security of 
transport. Thus north-western Liberia would «till remain at a standstill. It would 
he too expensive, under present circumstances, to carry trade goods overland on men’s 
heads for* 210 miles ’"ruin Monrovia or Roberta Bort to north-west Liberia, while 
it would be too expensive to develop this trade by means of the Sierra Leone 
Railway. 

I there!ore put this important question before the consideration of Mr. Frobyu 
and the Colonial Office. I understand the former to be of opinion that his Government 
(of Sierra Leona) might be disposed, if your Excellency wished it, to pass anew law in 
Sierra l^cone (abrogating the old one) ami allow y, rebate of f>0 per cent, on the goods 
conveyed from Freetown to the Liberian frontier by means of the Sierra Leone Railway. 
This rebate would be paid on the certificate delivered by the Liberian Customs official 
[1778] Q 







at JUbawiinn Of Kanra Lahun on tho goods which were entered at cither of tliose 
stations for import into Liberia. Thus persons from the outside might send their 
goods into Liberia by way of the Siena Leona Railway at only the slight charge of 
10 per cent of the Sierra Leone customs dudes on the game* in addition to the full 
duties levied by the Liberian Government, 

Where the Sierra Leone duty on any article such as alcohol was higher than the 
Liberian duty, the rebate might possibly have to be calculated on the Siurm Leone 
duly. I believe tliat it is only on alcohol tliat Sierra Leono duties exceed those of 
Liberia This Is a detail capable of adjustment. It may be that the Liberian Republic 
will decide later on to raise its dntioa on alcohol to the value of those on the Sierra 
Lcouo tariff- 

If your Excellency considers this to be a reasonable satisfaction of the desire for 
free tmnsit to the hinterland of Liberia through Sierra Leone, perhaps you will send an 
intimation to that effect either through your ConsuLGeneral in London or through 
sudi other diaunal as yon may decide to employ i but it would materially advance tho 
settlement of these affairs if that opinion could reach London before Mr Prohyn 

returns to bis Government. , 

With the question of the landing of the British cable at Monrovia I am dealing 

in a separate letter, 

Btdiove me, &€♦ 

(Signed^ H. D. JOHNSTON. 
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No* 57. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 22.) 


gjj Domnntj Strect, April 20,1007, 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 6th ultimo, and previous 
correspondence respecting the position ol utTasrs in (lie Mtsiern pan of Liberia, 1 am 
directed by the likirl of Elgin to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary Sir E. 
Grey, copies of two dcBpatebes from the Officer ad miniate ring the Government of Sierra 
Lconu, inclosing reports from Major Le Musurier, the OElioer Commanding tho Sierra 
Leone tmtUlion of the West African Frontier Force. Copies of Lord Elgin's telegram 
and despatch, referred to in paragraph 1 of the despatch relating to Chief Donna, 
and of the despatch from Mr, II addon-Smith, to which they are replies, are also 

2. Lord Elgin proposes, if Sir B, Grey sees no objection, to inform Mr. lladdon- 
Smith that he approves of measures being taken to punish Chief Donna. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) R. L. ANT BOBUS, 


Indosnre 1 in No. 57. 

t Acting Governor Huddon-Smith to the Earl of Elgin. 

S Jon fid on task) ^awrwHCnf House, FVectewn, Sierra Lcoap, 

j Lord March 2ft., 1907 ► 

1 HAVE the honour to report that, on receipt of your Lordship's telegram of the 
15th February, I at once informed Major Le MesunGr that my previous. orders as 
regards the support to be given to Chief S ighu should be cancelled. On receipt oi your 
Lordship's Confidential despatch of the 15th February, I issued order* te Major Lc 
Meeuricr, dated the 4th March, copy of w hich I inclose, 

2 I now have the honour to transmit copies of reports Irom Major Le Meaner 
respecting the action he has teken, Your Lordship wilt notice that the punishment 
inflicted by the French on Chief Donna does not appear to have bail any salutary eflfcct, 
and Major Lc M&Sttrier strongly advises that ho should ho allowed to take some action 
agaiuftl him, as, in his opinion, until such action is taken the peaceful settlement of 
affaira in the Kieai country will be an impossibility, 

3, As the French authorities have not given us the support I expected by punishing 
Chief Donna for his share of the attack on Captain Norman, I can see no alternative 
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action will he laken. 1 P M ' ontling the teceipL of your approval* no 

I have, &c. 

(Sigimd) G. B. LI AD DON-SAC TIL 



Indosnre 2 in No, 57. 

Acting Governor Hadden-Smith to Major U Meturier. 


Major Le Moanirier, 

SecJtarTnfStatF^ S”"* ° f receiver! from the 

the !»h iSirti "ttach eo,,iea of my despatches to the Secretary of State of 

-iriUh, r7, 19U '* referml t0 Secretary of Stale; the date 22nd is a 

in which J**"-* «■« Acting Cnlanial Secretary to forward you the papers 
attached. ‘‘ reU ”' of ‘ Statcs c »nfl<!™ti4l despatch of the lull. February^* 

li'M -tr.ynLl'LLLr^ wiHl ,1,e Frcncl ' ontboritiea as regard, the 

hia whh'h L.x-^L, “im' 7? '! ■ n0 ' F J >reeetd wHh Chief Tigbo to thoaftowm of 
*™r„s[ p [ ( i ® vf, 'mi,. d '. 8 7^ t0 - | ,m ’ * n “ wh " for,ned P»rt of the attacking force 
toL'.nJ !ii„ r « ,0 V’ 1 use every endeavour to assemble the people of the 

S for l:So hot rT f ,*&• °t,7? ar ™ il the, yo„ Mend to punish 

j. | ’ L .. 1 disloyal to their Chief find for -firing noon a British nartv If 

he bwtTwwrtd’uk flTlli lh fT’ nJ11 i 1 !“ Uilt , “ T ® >t to you to decide what the linLhall 
the oeLd „ k 1° " mkc 90 Prohibitive !1S to incur too great a hardship on 

unahr fu ak CLe T " J ? S “ l /““S-* b ? resorting toW If you «e 

re^ee v,™ St f • , 8 ®™“* oe * 9 . of the °P^nce they have committed, and if they 

nati - J Z n L l', ," ’t ". P'' nj:illI, "r n *«- way of . fi nc , thelv fBtt wiil ,J Te rl0 
2SJJX-S ZfW tZ V r 13 - ■ Bu * J, °" l?“«- '"'l'eralive it is that the 

manner'" ” *'** *** tile 1» lie 7 X^t^o^Temraent kT loyS 

JStiissiES?* " ftcr the oi> ^ ft-isite 

March 4 ,1907 (SigI1!!a > G, B. HAD DON-SMITH. 


Incloimre 3 In Jfo. 57. 

Major le Mesuricr to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

(Confidential) - 

hie FS^r isrct r; K! " —*>» 

LeL° #TS Iwir^VV ith *5* pU * bl,h S the people bJinnging 

Wh ° W b “ n concerned in MSK 

«“ awastt«£ w ]e ^ ^^ 

march noXof’ktde UteJ ^1,'.! ll “ ^ Eiver some three honrs' 


* Alraftdy ljumt, 













II 


GO 


4 On the Ioth instant the towns uf Wauna and ilaradu were burnt without 
opposition, and about twenty loads of nCU on Ibe *Ulk was taken and i*med as rations, 

One prisoner was taken in the town oi Baradu. . ^ p „ ., 

After ^om* filfl&ciilty, ci man called Monmndi, Chid oi \ Lf.o a <nwu GlOVete 
Yomadti, undertook to try and get some of the people to come “ to . W** Eventually 
he brought in a man called fiemiwom, Chief of VV hum. He brought m a gu‘b white 
cloth and a sheep, and Mated that the gun meant that he canto to beg because his 
people had Bred gtm on the white man, It was satisfactory to learn on his own 
confession that he had deserved the punishment. I explained to him that, bating been 
punished, if tie would agree to bcW« in Mwte the matter nngln be considered 
finished, as far as the people of Waima "ft* concerned, but that ho would have to pay 
four cows and two head of country cloth as a token of ha sincerity, of which I told him 
I intended to -wo Chid Tjgbo two cows mid the country doth as he bad disobeyed 
YiffWs orders, Uo agreed to do this, I told him to inform the people of the other 
towns that they could settle the matter in the same way and even nave the town of 
Tornado from being burnt if the people came m quickly . He agreed to bring them m 
in three days 1 time to Wuladc. 

U, l think there is little doubt that they will come in, ami do not anticipate any 

further trouble from these towns, . , ... , 

7 I hope the manner in which the matter has been settled will meet with the 

approval of his Excellency the Governor* 

8 The column returned to Wulade to-day, the J3ib March* 

(Signed) F, LE MESTJEIER, Major M Comnumthrty 
Sierra Leu us HaUatioti, H kst African 
Frontier Force, 


Inclosuro 4 in No. 57. 

Major U Mtturier to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

(Confidential) Wutadt, March LG, 130j. 

IN' continuation of my Confidential letter of the 13th instant, I have the honour 
to report as follows ;— 

To*day Chief Bewmwoni of Wairrnt duly arrived with his people, and the majoriiy 
of the fine 1 had imposed. He stated that he had tried to persuade the people of 
Yomadu, Barsdu, Foredu, and hela, who had retired across the Mafoaaft, to come in to 
Wulade and talk the palaver; that they wanted to come, but that Chief Donna ot 
Temcis-adu had refused to allow them to come. In view of Chief Beranwom w good 
services* I remitted the baja*cc of the fine, and informed him he might rebuild hm 
town at once, fie has promised to “sit down ,r to ligbu in future. Chief Yigbo and 
Chief M omen At both confirm the Statement that, but for Donna, the people of the four 
towns would come in at once, and the whole matter would be settled. 

2 The man I did not expect to have to reckon with is Chid Donna, whop 
Lieutenant Ddutile gave me to understand had been punished, find would not again 
interfere with Yigbo’s people. I have in a previous letter reported that I considered 
the punishment wn< quite inadequate, but I hoped that at All events we should not have 

any more trouble witEi Chief Donna. . * 

a. Apparently Chief Domm is still able to make trouble with Yigbo ^ peOpEc, ana 
Chief lfcmiwflni states that yeste rday lie received information that Chief Donna was 
“cooking war” with the intention of raiding over to this side of the river. I cannot, at 
present verify thin statement ; should., however* it be true, the position appears to he no 

better than it was in December 1U00. . , 

4. In view of possible trouble I have considered it advisable to retain the services 

of the Freetown curriers. , , . 

3, 1 uni happy to be able to report that, except for the trouble caused by Chief 
Donna, the whole of the Kiasi country is in a more pL'accful stale than ! have known 
it, before. Chiefs from all parts frequently come in to sen me at \Culade, ami a plentiful 
supply of rice is obtained, without trouble, 

G. Chief Snmhuykin, of Temafleadu (not Chief Dfttttta** Tcmasaadu), and Chiel 
Halle, of Bamiraline, who Live on the east of the Mafessn* and have been referred to m 
previous letters as having sworn to Major Palmer to “ sit down” to us, have recently 
reported to me that they have stores of rice for us, but that Chief Dentin will not allow 
them to pusa. ij*tcr in the year it will be very important that we should be able to 


-- !> 


Chief Do™, M,* “ereTpVtahed ™d V, fe f'! r 

ST 7 dcc! ' ,r0 f,Wt tbBre ^ “* be P«e tiE do™'" 

»-*£ ShSoLife ™', u>r it -** hc •*. 

visit to Wulade. * 1 k ^ Kafum has had to postpone hfs 

8 . I have receipt! no further new, of Lieutenant Lorna* 

(Signed) F. LE MESUfUBB, ,We; Wj OmmrmUno 
Sierra f^one RetItalian, West African 
Frontier Force. 


Inclosure 5 in N r (J . 5-7, 

Major Le Mttvritr to Colonial Secretary, Hierro Leant. 

(Confidential.) 

IN continuation of my Confidential ffesrmoh rt tiki ** t* March HO, )907. 
to report that Chief ^ the honour 

fiatrol up the River llafe^a, and infonned TV h J T1 ^ taken tbe 

and mkeri the oath to sit down lo hlT ^ ° f >VALmA hfid Con5fr tfl hi "> 

0 ?|le Sril, h n ad , g ! ,e0 0Ut th ?‘ - ™ »ot ,We ,0 

that his prestige wa.a daily mcreasitur ' t,,tS WCf * ecmtlr, uaU7 i C)iriin g him, and 

Si’S&E£$£rv* 

a iaaaaa g&aB* ' “ «■ tez&nzz 
—1{ snaraa* a , 225 ttB.“ftss‘ snrr tt 

present be an easy matter to cruab him miQ b * H ’ anrf ll wot,1(i ftt 

L 7“ » at Koiu-O 

some weeks before he ge^ Xm I bud X 5 + , h ^ P^ibJy he 

bift march, and the delav is moaioo m* ^ J 1 ®- tQ Mc ^^ era bio trouble to arrange for 

be urged to expedite his departure* ' ^ ^convenience. } would auggeat that be 

(Sljfncd) P. LU MEBUBIEE, Major, fUmmndma 

Stw™ Leone Battalion, Wert Atrital 

rronffrr ^brce + 


Inclosure 0 in No. 57. 

Acting Governor Hadden-Smith to the Earl of Elgin. 

^Confidential.) Goeernmmt Home, Ft ft Hum, Sierra Leave, 

ln „ N rV°f{T Ij 0 r< l shi| *’ 9 Co " fi( 1 enti»l the' Ifith P«bn.«r V 

'.I 'l 0 ;' 1 ,les ^ t I ch #f tfc3nl March, I h, re ,hc honortefo^arTS 

“P^of^rfft'ondEoce with indosorce rcedvod from Major U Me orier 

.“■»” — -A. ~. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G* B* HADBON-SilITU* 











Inokoore 7 in No. 57- 


Major Le Metumcr to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

(OonMentAadA Wirtttdt, March 13, 1007* 

1 HAVE the honour to report that, in accordance with instruction receded frojn 
hk Excellency the Governor ai. Kenncma on the Iflt Jtrch, I «nt for Chief Bara wan d* 
of ftcledn, and informed him in detail of the arrival o* Lieutenant Lorna*, and bia 
intended riiiit to Hdedti. Chief Samwauda haa promised that he will receive Ltootoutit 
Lomax as a friend, and I do not anticipate any difficult* m the matter so \<ing aa 

Lieutenant Lomax keeps hia men from looting. , . , . 

2 Chief $»ra wanda informed me that he sat down to Chid h qrbo, and «to t5L 
under the British Government, He made no mention whatever ol having promised to 
sit down to the French, hut told me that the French were constantly comm- over and 
demanding supplies of all sorts for which they oeruf pan Ho asked me what he diaold 
do, and I informed him that the question as (o who should look after his country was not 
yet settled, but that if he was badly treated, he should send word to me at \\ ii^de. and 

also inform Lieutenant Lomas on his arrival * _, fc 

3 1 have instructed Lieutenant ... as to the dates and route, Ac., of hi-> mar 

to Bcledu, and have suggested his leaving Knnre La bun on the Uth ms. ant. 1 have 
personally interviewed all the Chiefs through whose country he will pass, and I do not 

anticipate any trouble if his men can be restrained from looting. , 

■ J fSitmed) £1 LE MESURIER. Major, Commandtng. 

Sierra Ijeone Battalion, Weet African 
fVoniMT Farce, 


1 m closure 8 in No. 57. 

Major Le \fe*urier to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone, 

,p « I tial \ Wvfade, March 13, 1907. 

011 J 1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith two letters recently received from 
Lieutenant Dclasdlo, also a copy of my reply to him. In vie* 

ore taking place with reference to the French occupation ot part o! Liberia. I did not 
think H advisable to dkaea the question farther with Lieutenant Dcksalle, and h pc 
mv action -ill meet with the approval of hia ExcdtenCT the Gov«rnor. 

(Signed) F. LE HEBURIER* Major, Cmnantlwg 
Sierra Leo nr flattatiife, West African 
Frontier Force, 


IiiclMure 9 in No. 57* 

Lieiitenflut Detasfiilc to Major Le Mesurief * 

,, r, -it.:,,,, le 0 Mart, 1&07. 

* ,JT \r?U rhonneur dc vims accuser reception do votro lettre dfl IS 1907. 

Tout cu pronant bonne note do ee qtfdlu Opnjmnt an sxnM du Chef Sara^unda. jo 
wc mils ouer^flerver oe litieo on rendaut eompto =\ I’mitraitd supentmre, 

Jo ne mo suis nulkmcnt hitfi sur la lottro lie M. le Cnpitame NnnV'anp.ur ac^ k 
liAlddoii rirus [e vouh forai roroiirquer respcctueuscnoent quo le Capital do Gamier, par 

1006,\d rcJ> k M. l« Cnpitniuc Murray commandnu 

alory ik Oukdd, rovendiquait certain regions do 3a rive drools de la Mn fin tin, panm 
lesqu tiles cells de BAl&lou, comma resaortissant do l 1 influence France dcpuis trk& 

l0aS A ra Ste revenrticatlon M. le Capital Murrey r^pondit par an lettre qu'il on 

faisait jmr^k comme nous 1 'avona fait jnaiiu’4 ee jour par tics conces¬ 

sions muted les, qui out illjit donniS do si bout rfenltats dans <sc naalK«iireux pay s ai 
trouble ay ant nctre occupation, et au^ai afin de domicr sur bom relations uno * 

dS qi o Sc ^itmhi; s-fctre neerfditfie pris de la population, ttgratar 
r^tode toils l« blanes ot ainsl IWirtr it no fairo aucinit distinction de 
nat^nali^ eatre nous, qui no flommaa Venus dana lour pays que pour b momr gran le 


nt d e votm avie, et jo crois, ^u'autaDt quo possible, nous devons 
h parrir^tSShSllSdo^ ^ ^ j^ Uta ]Ilt ^ entian dirocto sur la rive dmitc k Mafintia 

j_ arrr ^ emrnt Hcsmirait on tvucun untravor Ies revindications ^veutucDes 
do nos deux Louvomemenls danfl cettc region. 

Jo Vtm* prio, ifcc, 

(%\gn6) DELA&ALLE, 


IndoHiiry 10 in No. 57. 

Linitenant Delasttlle to Major Lc Mesuritr. 

Alonsiuur . _ , Tum^ndou, U 11 Metre, 1907, 

Al i kLjVAJTT, on arrevant it Tamassadou* (province do Samouke) qu^une forte 
SS 1 ^ vers 1 c village dYfosm la riwa' gauebe de k 

Matintia, avait 1 intention de franchir cetto riviere ot da marcher sur Seonaf ita 
l homicur devous informer, afln d'dvEtor toute rencontre inwMni4u quo je fnia actuelEo- 
mimt mm toumde de police sur la rive gauche, don I jc dois soul fail o la police. 

m*tb£“ia aSS 11 16 12 00Urantl h 8esua ' t ^ jon^partimi quo dans k 

YeuiUcz, &c, 

(SigndJ DE LASALLE. 


Inclosurc 11 in No, 57, 

_ jftJ . , , Ma )*r L * Mtzurier to Lieutenant De fatal lr. 

(Confidential.) 

1 Ti nVff (I, ■, t, ■ i s 1 omflrfii, March 12, 1907, 

11th instant L 10T1 ° Ut ° flC ^ aowied S e thc receipt of your two letters of the 6th anil 

2. With reference to your letter of the 6 th Instant, I would resneclfuUy bog to 
lepiesenUhat the Liberum Government having sanctioned our temporary occupation of 
this country west of the Mafcsso. (in fact, also for 8 miles east of that riverh I am not at 
present in a position to agree with you that we ahotild abstain from taking any action in 

n de ' tU E m u VC: ho T'™' rLferrC[l I"™ letter o! the lltli instant to )ns 
^ieclUney Uie (governor ot Sierra Leone, nnd will acquaint you with any instructions l 
rnny reemve on the suhjeeL ip avoid any misundeistanding, I will uudertaha not to 
proceed ta Bdedu without hrst informing you of my intention to do so 

3, IVith reference to your letter oft lie Uth instant, I would begto inform you that 

mtaotioD of crowing the Mafessa, and that the presence of the 
strong patrol m ^^neighbourhood is to punish certain Chiefs who have Icon concerned 
in raiding gome of Chief bglio’s toivna. 

RiverVafaM* , * Ia * , b ° S ^ PDi,>t tl “ t tLe toMli uf Yi «b fa on the riglit bank of (lie 

S. [ lini'e to lltsnk you for your kintlne-.- in iriformfng die of vour lircecncc in Ilk, 
neighbourhood, uhicll -ill prerent nny chunee meeting bet Seen Tny.nen Wyouit," 

. (Signed) l 1 . LK j\Li.SLltil;R, Myr.r, Conutuindtng 

, Sierra Leone Battalion, IFfj/ African 

Frontier Force r 


Inelusure 12 in No. 57 , 

Ailing Governor Haddon*Smith to the Earl of Elgin. 

(Confidential.) Goatr^mcnl Houae, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

MyI ^’ ,■ r „ January 20, 1007. 

IN commtwtmn of my Confidential despatch of the Kith January, I have the 
honour to forward to you copy of a letter, dated the 10 th January, Horn Captain 

4 ft.-. ... WWjnf* UNlTch dltP! URSt. i)f Homfutu.—(Jull^liftd) K. Le ^J r 

. '.cflift ,! l onJpdLie i*Bt -uf Y Uiuikda. tail oa ftkat lauJi of M iiiver.—(InitiiiEJkiJ) V. Le If. 







at 



Le Me&mdcr, forwarding a letter he received from Lieutenant Tte\*s&\k and his 
reply to the French officer. I also forward a copy of another letter dated Use 

h Januao^ f{jr(r(Lr( i c j Captain Le Meaurier a e*|>y of my despatch of the loth 
January to your Lordship, and have informed him that until I receive jour iwbucbocm 
it is infpr^le fur me Co alter my prions order,. I have further informed <M»n 
Lc McHurier that, although he irmst in no case bo aggrtSatro or act otherwise lha« on 
I bo defensive. yet *t the same time should he receive reliable information that Clnef 
Donna intends to attack any of the towns which have remained loyaJ to Chief Xigbo, 
and which are within easy reach of support of ukdej author^ him to p ace such 
force uh he may think necessary in those towns as will afford protection to the 

inhabitants. 

I IllVC AMT. 

(Signed) ’ O. B. HAD1X)N-3M1TH. 

P.S. January S3.— Since writing this deepntch I hare received a telegram from 
Captain Le Meanrier. dated the -Mat instant, oi winch l attach a copy, I tnsn attach a 
conv of my telegram to Captain Le Meanrier to which his is a reply. 1 In receipt at 
Captain ii Mesnrier'i telegram, i deapatdied the following telegram to your Lordship 
on the 21st instant;— 

"Tteferrinjf to my Confidential despatch of the Ibth January p Le Mifloriei-reports 
Donna is being punched by Delanfo, and there is no necessity for us to go to munemn 
country. Donn&’s men continue to cro*s into ’iighos country, which tnucli 
disturbed, Le MeMirier strongly advisee that small column patrol west bank Mateau. 
to give Yigbo confidence, I have given authority to Le Manner to give protection 
to YighoV loyal towns, but he must in no way act aggressively, but on the defensive 
purely, ponding your instructions after receipt of my despatch, Norman quite 

convalesce!” Q B H - g 


Inelosurc 13 in No. 57, 

Captain Le \fesuricr to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Lean*. 

tial 1 Wutede, January 10,1907. 

U 1 ILAVK the honour to forward herewith a letter received from Lieutenart 
Debihalle, Commandant’of the French post at Bamba, together with a copy oi the 
letter I have sent him in reply. 1 trust T have been correct in requesting lum to 
refiniiL for the urgent from entering Minemu country to punish Chief Uonnfi I did 
so us I consider it to be of the greatest importance that we ourselves ehou.d punt^h 
him, if we arc to maintain our position and prestige in this part of the Klflfii count ry, 

{Signed) F. LE KESUElhE, Captain, Acting Officer 
ConiJ 7 innff mg Sierra Leone t Battalion, TVcst 
African Frontier Force. 


Inelosurc 14 in No. 57, ■ 

Lieuienaft< pelmatic to Captain Le Mcmricr. 

Monsieur Bmba, le 6 Jnaaitr, 1907, 

J'AI rhonneur do vou- informer quo je pnitirai tic Ikmbn. ie 8 Janrter pour 
elfectuer une reconnaissance qui aura pour but principal de Jonncr satisfaction a la 
demnnde con ten ue dans votre lattre du 0 D6«emfare, iDOfi. 

Ycuillra, fSc. 

(3igu£) DE LASALLE. 
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hiclosurc 15 in So, 57, 

Captrnn Le Mcsuricr to Lieutenant Delamtle. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknow^H™ ^ ‘ f w ' l! ^ January 9, 

1907, informing rne of vou< „ ro , ]rtH 1 1C receipt ot yjuir letter of the Sth January, 
‘hunting you for 90 kiajy iwti,, J™‘ 1 ,'n Minemu country. White 

fame time beg to point out tbit I coLdw^e ! “«« e9 ‘ ions ' 1 "uuld at the 

1H rwiuMtiog j-ou to |lun i,h Chief Donna in vtotfrf thcwTl “,“r pr««tp« 

definite instructions on the HuhW* V r he fact that I am hourly expecting 

punishment adminhtoZ n f n Also I consider that any 

responsible for *"*■> -dcrtnheu by wKo J, 

refrain for the present from taking enem-t;* 1 fort that you will ace your way to 
communication on the subject I extreme] ^ ^“ U€r ^ ?ou ™ eivc briber 

cstiscd on receiving this letter SI St mconvcn[ ^ Cc Hint you may be 
by Captain Norman. 1 ^ as lt v,ews contrary to those expressed 

WHh C0,nplilnra ‘* “nd f««r brother office, B , I heve & c 

IStffned) P, LK UESUttOB. Captain. C -ommondmo 
Mwra Leone Battalion, West African 
Frontier Force. 


Indosnro IG in No. e7. 

Ca ’’ tm * Lr M ™ rUr *0 Colonial Seerrtery. Werra L'on,. 

(Ooofidential,) 

I HAVE the bone, to report on the general .rate of SS^tSSS^ m> 

Chief Cb^to^rthorWffiele^^t « r » iJ «" »* 

abstained from doing so on hearing that a lar^r N1 " k L ,lie . * ,ut lls J 

11 ukde. He will doubt! ea , mwTSS ttai ta . d « 

men, and may at any time carry out bi* i-i a i - Eurt e only constHtud of fifty 

probably construe my recent iuaetion and abfence^.f 'imtrot lb “ "’T ™’ M lle wiIi 
tmaide or unwilling to move Even bIiamI 1 h ^ i ^ ^ lVL ' 1 ■« eitfier 

thould, acting an,lor niy pwnt Zrn^ti^ m&k *™Mhtr raid vn Yigbo'a towns, 1 

would earnestly request that J may be given ia soonL i3<,t .^ vltE jj\ JiT f Ai ^h\ and 1 
as to my future action, ' E ,l A li Wp^tble, definite uietnicUon^ 

,h “. cou,d ^ <«» 

ncliie. to maintain (.Ida purely dcfcnstTc attiiudo'r ^ ' 1 fi , IU ll ' ( ,lief Donna become 

and nil the wounded arc doing well d for any length oi time. Captain .Wn„ 

(Signed) P. IE MESHIUEE, Captain, Acting Officr 
LommnniUng Sierra Leone Battalion. IVm 
African Frontier Force. 


in dunum 17 in No + 57, 

Captain Lt Ur wrier to Acting Governor Hod Jon-Smith. 

(Telegrapliic.) 

tQm Excellency's telegram of the Nth .. . i r > ^ 

i Masnlic con lain ci! in my rcjmrt n«i 0 u ■ L ^ Eeasons ior itiquostia^ 

IhMma ie being lai" ,^by C’aJ^ Ted" a*™?* “ C ,1, " t he ™"* d «* deb./ 


[177SJ 
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IpcloHure 18 In No. 57- 

Acting Governor Hoddm-Svtith to Captain U Mr sorter. 

January 14,1007* 

(Td t Presume ye* have strung reasons for sskirg Deling* 

M»mZ* sUtTe^T^a, Segbws^ ne*hi «« 

27th s Baiima 29th. 


IacloBurc 1ft in No. 57. 

Tht Earl of Elgin to Acting Governor Haddon-Switk. 

_ . ... Xtoiffflitf? Street, February 15, 1907. 

^ ^PASBD t« approve «ti« proposed in your Confidential despatet.of the 
10tb January, but am He™ to direct punitive mb .- wOm ttnsreufable W .11 
not authorised support to Ylgbo, referred to ln your despatch of t.ha:23*d J y. 
render aimecemaly action suggested by Le Mesuncr m letter of Bth Junuary 
paragraph 0 (c)? Despatch follows by mail 


Inclosurc 20 in No. 57. 

# The Bari of Elgin to Aetiufj Governor Hfidd(m-Smith. 

^Confidential.) Downing Street. February 16, 1907. 

' WITH reference to my telegram of lh« 15th February, in which l w pressed my 
Approval of the action proposed in jbur Confidential 

cxriiunad ihat I am averse to direct punitive measures by a BrUtali torce it tftcj ^ » 
avoided I have the honour to transmit to you. for your information, the mdoat^I t^py 
corrc-spondonce with the Foreign Office which was entered upon aTter llu - u ' wl * t 
vour totemm of the 1st January laportrog the engAgemcnt at W atade. 

5 from the correspondence *hi& -nclndes 
BmbnasT in reply to the communication of which a copy wan mclo^d in my Gonfiden 
1M despatch of tlo 11th January, that the French Government atAje t.hjt mstnictums 

Lve b^n sent to their officer. In the Ki,,i country that they 

turn to rv which in inconteBUblv French, and that the Secretary of State for Ft e g 
\ffairs wncludcfl+hat this statement must mean that they will he mstructCLi to■ - 

draw to the other'side of the frontier-line aa established by the Fr&nco-lnbenan Trent) 

of December 1892. lam, 

(Signed) ELGIN. 


[12971] No * 68 ' 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office .—(Rucnord April H2.) 

Downing Street, April 20j 1907. 

lr * l A rilraeted hv the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter d 
Iltb“ a »py of * Memorandum from the French Ambassadorwith 

i^ to ito MwpSSf oi .1,0 Rim district of Liberia by foiuah troops, and the 
dXdtetiol of the Anglo-L^berian frontier, together with a draft of tbs reply »hrcb 

sec T « r hia w "k 

uonemlly in tEe terms of the draft reply, but that Ire JMf op."™* that h «oeld be 
better to omit paragraph 4, it. regard to il.e withdrawal o( tire breach troops “ ,J l * “ 
steps which the Liberian Governmeat were understood to be taking to ssrcrl tlieir 
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m « *bieh a copy is 

and lire not likely to be sucmfcl. ' Government have met with a sermuH check 

I ra, 4c. 

(Signed) K. L. ANTKOBUB 


Indenture 1 in No. 58. 

Acting Governor Haddon*Smith to the Earl of Elgin . 

My I^rd!' tmJ ’ Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leant, 

haul seat five of l.is native soldiers into the Ki^"teaW K 

tassrassasi tsstfSxa 'H ” 

their action, which resulted f r , two I ihpriL'fV™ Kq i? du * * h ? am Kiasw, rented 

seksm * - t *** 

£terser ^sitSssis^ 

ElSisMSSSaS; 

I have* &e. 

(Signed) G, B. HADDON-aillTH. 

SS'bZi'SSi! 1 "' “ ™r i™““® **> ~ua» .a ... i. 

— __ G< B. H -S. 


Inclosum 2 in No. 68* 

(Confidential.) 6’itl to Colonial Secretory. Freetown. 

^u.ttfcnsas:'-assfiSMR, 

^uuld call attention to the foUoinag points in explanation of the statement ;- 
1. Damb&rrn ts a Kissi town about 27 miles due east of herf’ K. . the n,; rt f „ 4 - 

Baoolii. “ 18 )C ' CCrl 7 “ ,l 8 m,l<!9 ca! ‘ l of l>«'nb«rra. and in ,„„l cr a Bub-Cbief, 
. f rr^,l.?/ r ^ n *l’P“ r ' 1 *»">#. »S nett her Konga nor the Ciiief teeuslwards 

sss.^assstr*'- 4 »^ -«4 ans 









08 




«.*.***>* Hj 

Llbenuu Commusioiiera ( M %5 f d T lw^ troops to proceed to Kmmlu at 

ss^iSSS* SMUS 5 s«a s & ** * - 

•""fl*. declined to do this until I receive sanction from the Government of Sierra 

Lonne, on tho following grounds :— patter appear* almost purely 

The English subject Abrabsm having e ■ 

" -Eion is mere then 25 miles from the Anglo-Liberian frontier, 

and my powers are restricted to this distance, 

in .newer In m, M objection, they spiral to me in the name of human-t, 

T 1 ^ “ wlUing to *" r "' Wm,b "' 1 ' 

for my going any distance intel-iliena^r thm pn^. n ^ ^ ra0 ,« against the 

[ therefore strongly recommend that _ dUtrict Tho feet of British and 

town of Koindu and, if nece-sary, the - ( d more than anything else 

Libcdan troops acting■together iindor a S^f^osofthe two nations 
to show the natives otthiscOLiiir)^ F opem u«ais he sent me by 

1 would respectfully art that action or ci M flJI hCB iuuon by the ftm, 

a*r ssSt® t a£ v u *3$-> tjrziJs. TS&; 

iraawisa* sr«sA; su ■» - 

Ki,9 ahonld r take a foree from here, Mr, Hughes will accompany .t aa U*» 

Cottimiasionir. . . !n these oDeratidro, lieutenant Lomax ha®, at 

Pending the receiving of saimfeon 1 ] . ilie Headmen of Koiotlu, to 

MCStftS ^ » but -* h<,pc90f hi9 

being liofh able and wi»>"S t0 d " ‘ 1,l f; . 

fSiimill * it, HAU1VAB GILL, Lieoiemnt, 

0 P Smuamdmg Dm**™', *’«< 4ft*" 1 Frmtltr ^ 


Iiielosure & ill No. 

Btatomtat h McCarthy Litem* Scfdicr. 

WILLIAM McCarthy. Liberian wildier. »«*** as of K „ w 

On the 18th March. 1907, I ■* D ^" b#re *’ 

Lahun.^ ^ ^ AB another Liberian soldier came d ' r “/.tiier“old^^no ofwhMI> 

caught nil his compMHonSs He told cue thi . ‘ Kr,ijidu. aotnc distance 

3 unarmed, hS been -cot by Comm.^ouer Lomas + ■* tht mi , 

bevond llamharra, to serve a summons for debt on a ao r identify the 

5*? British subject named Abraham who .eMO,psmad^«J» T ^ ^ . , 

tstjsstt =&•=MgjSS&asr -Aar 

•psas. rfA“Tg , «tfa‘o.j 6 u«— 

or Mundis there. The &>Mtgr then esca^. ^n^hci ^aA also capped, ™tne into 
At about 0 a.w. the Susu man Ahmbamt Libe ri*n soldier and wounded 

UrtTubarra and told nio Mint I he ^ . , neighboring Chief and offered 

AbW lTeSta t f oTpcrt™fe matter to Commoner Lomas. 

Taken down by me at hanrv l^hnn. tlm 10th Match. ^ L,eulcnnnl. 

"W W gores. 


IS 


flfl 

Inolosupe 4 id No. 5K. 

(Confidential.) Gi " « C«/o»,W Secrctniy, M-ceto™. 

Sir, 

to f ™ 7‘ tinu ** i ?' 1 niy Confidential letter of vcsteXy'^T’ T^h f\' 1 ,° 07 ' 
to forward herewith nlatoruep^ by Lumiiui a t'i , **’ „_ have the honour 

eyewitnesses of the affray, ami ’ ™’ miu> 

I have, Acl 

(Signed) ft. HAR WAR Ql,, L , 

tW ”* rfm ? <l«( A/riom gy OT ;, W Fwcf 


fncloimre 5 in No. 58. 

stal^ml bp w™ A'ownra, Brift.t Suiyrct, a TVodir of Dc™. 

^**“1 KA VURA ' 1 BritiJl a trader of Daru, sUte. as follows i- 

■« Koiadm Prelum f" ^ «d a Sas „ named Abraham 

he had conic to aocnmomd a man fi r J ! t ' Lhief of ECrjiurJLt that 

end weal in|fi hi* how* H 7 l ! '* € ^ ’ a,>t,lu &t firat “W f * All n K ht,« 

ago- The Kims then rushed on uh ^ the , <iot ! £ h “ d paid long 

would be about IQ j (l t .h e Btr ' j T i>} p Llis b «™_ih e Liberian aohitcra, Thia 

matched and limned to what Limned Thi'ffi T^irn I“ the ?^ e o! ' ^ and 
the back, of their reeks with SIT'tiJ ) etrii “F 

Abyabam lo Lhe adjoining Chief Rain ilia v.™ t 1 ■ ,J,be !“° »«ldi»r, and 

Koindu. When niglf, es.ne 1 Leaned -m ihe .«“**»>* of 

Liheriau «Wie ra B^hi SMS **^*332* 

Lihermw be«u«. they were ... much cm afmut* <L h - V' fefuse,J *" b «V the 
British subject, he saiu tliat he (the Chief) wa-«'friend ,f"iV" S u 1 -',* 1 . Ailn * ,mm "*a a 

i^sariafflias.- - ■ 5 a; £ a^stisutt 
mJwS ajrjstsxaRs “ *•««. - 
s' r-’-T sstti asst is saasasft;»**-. 

iMundi Elian whogoea into their country. ’ ^ J Jiny fioldier, 8 ubu, or 

0, ; ,l,e3 '- 8ob - Ct “ f * COBlrols u " c «f from twelve to thirty.fve huts 

aacn down by me at Kanre Laliun, the 20th March, 1907. 

(8,gD ^> y ]i ' HARWAft GILL, Litvinuint, 

Co mwumWmg /JrlacAmem, ^ fri , on y VM J, Vr 


Inclcnurc S in No. 58. 

Sta,emtnt *» ^ 4rn *™ « a- end a Brfh'rA Secret, ,/ 

ABRAHAM TARAWALI, a Sunn and a British subject, of Pendembu. sUtes :- 

summons on'FtaoT.lu,^Chief*of tf^viftLc*o 7 ftoi'n h | fivli . soJ'iiors to serve a 

arrived there about fl a“ on t“ i SIh S' ?«“,“* I™ cm. We 
Hojdiors ^ the man who owed me t\u fi *?'" ttf tile 

IifuI no money to pay. Uc then denied the diV,” s"' mJj 2 ,ttc< ! hc il t Qhif f,ut Mid be 
K^is rrinhed out of the hush Find seized in rJ’i VTr* rth ^' r ^ n l la ft »i*«iber of 

tinifs and would cot »it down to an. n ‘ ^ ft '°„ d 118 _^ c ^ ,Jld P 1(t ™edicmo into it 

T 







British Government. He took me from the Koindu Kiasia, and refused to allow them 
to remain in his town. The kisais had stripped me naked and beaten me. Baimba 
Noma gave me a gown, and sent his son to escort me to the Paramount Chief Kongft 
at Damharra. 

I do not know what happened to the fifth Liberian soldier 

Taken down by me at Kanre L&him, the 20lh March, 1907, 

(Signed) R. HARWAR GILL, Ljcuifnaati 

OnmtfflJinij Detachment, West African frontier Force. 


luclomire 7 in No. 56* 

Lieutenant Gill to Colonial Secretary) F/lwfoicfl, 

A'aare r VfnrcA 24, 1907. 

HEREWITH a statement of a native, Musa, in continuation of u totem cut® contained 
in my Confidential letters Noa, 2* 22, and S3. 

(Signed) B, IIARWAH GILL, Liiufflwtif, 

Commanding Detachment, [Vest Africaa. Frontier l 1 ore?. 


[□closure 8 in No. 58, 

Statement by Musa, an Inhabitant of Kanre Lakvn, Trader , 

MUSA, an inhabitant of Kanre Lahun, trader, states:— 

On the nth March, 1907,1 wae at KoijmmO* a Kisai town about two and a-balf hours 
south-east of Damh&rra. I remained there until yesterday. About two days after the 
fight at Koindu [he pronounce* it “ Ktmdu”] the Chief liaooa, of Konoaso, sent word 
to Baoola, Chief of Koindu, to bring to hint the captured Liberian aoldiera and guns, as 
he. Daooa T ml down to the English Government Yesterday [Lc>, the 23rd February, 
1007) two Liberian soldiers and one gun were brought to Konosso, and are still there. 
I then left to bring word of it to Kanre Lahun. Before leaving, I heard a re port that 
they would bring in another Liberian soldier to-day. I also heard that, the Chiei 
Gambai* when a captured Liberian ssoldier had been sent to biin as a present, had 
refused to accept him, and had returned him to Koala, after breaking up bis cartridges 
by beating them with a atone. 

Taken down by me at Kanre Lahun, the 24th March* 1£07. 

(Signed)) R. HARWAH GILL. Lieotenani, ^ 

Commanding Detachment, Wett African Frontier Force. 


[13101] No. fifl. 

.Vjrnior/xjirfwjn by Sir H. John#ton t expecting the Amerieo-Liherian Occupation of 
North-West Liberia.—{Received at foreign Office, April 23.) 

I HATE read the Confidential despatch of Consul Braitbw&Ite Wallis to the 
Foreign Office, inclosing a Memorandum from Mr. W. J. Lament, of the Liberian 
Customs, j have also heard the opinions recently espressed by Mr, Probyn the 
Governor of Sierra Leone, and have noted tile proposals contained in his private letter 

of the 18th April. , r . , 

I would venture to deprecate any hasty opinion being arrived at, or any hasty 
action taken with regard to the doings of the Liberians in the regions bordering on 
the Sierra Leone frontier, l cannot quite agree with the conclusions drawn either by 
Consul Wallis or Mr. Lament i do not think Mr, Lamont has accu Lieutenant Lomas 
and his police since the day on which Acting Governor Haddon-Smith, myself, and 
others quitted Liberian territory to return to the terminus of the Biorra Leone Railway, 
mid with one exception nothing (so far as I am aware) has occurred Mince the beginning 
of March] to lead us to change our opinion of the value or prudence ot the steps then 
taken. Consul Wallis has not visited this region for aome time, and i do not think he 
baa ever met Lieutenant Lomax, Mr* Lamont is, l fear, a little prejudiced against the 
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Motr; Srtfts-«>• ^r. t 

f ompauy, and Mr. Lament mto 'tofaicallr in* 'the^r* D " eet " r th ® Chartered 
steamer before pratique was (riven 1 Thn p t (? question of boarding a 

succeeded in detiE Mr l£™t#^I hc fiis instance did his best* mid 

far tlie whole business waa quashed But iomlS n ^ ICt ^ Liberian Courts, and so 

tssts-fe ■£**> KfixsEsr »* ”>■— 

u£vss:... sinu; ****.-- u~, 

altogether fair either to the Liberia ^Govern m™ r ItTiS!?** none of these critics arc 
for example, is a pleasant-looking voimr individuals Mr. Lomax, 

speaks- and speaks well—four native * l we ® mannered. Re 

employed by the President of Liberia as a w:,j r\ Ie - ihte * he hm bocn 
northern frontier and in the regions or. ii.,' ? ! c ™*tniaaton«* lo travel along the 

Leone. He k undoubtedly liked by the maioritv JfTh? ^ ^ l )0rdi T n R fth &■*”» 
come into contact, Re also made a trnnA SL 2 ? * *** n ? t3V ® P? 116 ^ whom he has 
Kanre Lahun and in the region north i> ] r )f the British officers stationed &f 

4 Sierra Lco» gr^2/S a £ ^ h <*» «d-Med at 

general, -A? to the £ JlTJS ^ ^ ******* [fle British « 

expedition, n mim her of them arc met. * ( 0 ^ c , Jlt,r [ ° accompany (urn on this last 
Sierra Leone Police or frontier force. Othcn Tt »Tb P J0 ™ mh 'v) from the 

cou.f. Several of these -not mm t v-w C re A f 3£ f Amnneo-Ltbenaw from the 
comiuissioned officers. This was ^minted out cither aa pol'Cemenoraon- 

Commanding at Kanre Lahun and liafi.rrhu-iH tc> Lieutenant Lomax Ejy the Officer 
to the coast. There ^comXnt, ‘1 S " jt ^.^ionahle character back 
humEudl.v mb the OMrfs en Lbem/torito^ dt°L«"“dl ^ lin ® mftor . ^ 

Si™ iX tiov,™,,;, ;! ™ ; c , o r, raii , lTS “f?* 1 * the ««-»or &• 

Smith *nd mj-idf t„ bveatfeau Th^ hl.lT, duljr Aeliug Governor Hiddea- 

Cona Ll Va "i b? , th ^ *« ^ 

coXtTty SrSiSi toMJS? *"“■ 11 "-Al'-BmlDrtmi of the 

Sierra Uenc) „ s /el! , 1S by/ev .J / l.*'7 " f U,t pr. ,l 

to be beeele/f ]„ 01K , ;L l!w “ ! , c *’«** , ot .^tortion, &c.. wer/femul 

o*eh-pimi#licd in the «ey of fines Ol-Cmifiiie^^Ti^f. ^t t . c ® rt4ul ®*" a ,r »deni lied been 
Of, mthcr. it * ^r~ 

existing Bre-Jnw, of the Liberinn r,./^ T ‘ rui, , tlc ‘ r tgnomne® of tJ.e 

returned to tliem* ' bl!r ' aI, Gwot “«"* Consequently » 5Uln o( moncy ttas 

^rii ^ho n ™ p h p^d l, e i ^ rt t^ e ' , : r ‘¥ > T *r in which these tc,l 

pohoe broke do«- n eempletely under the erom-eseminmio,,'rfelpette'Kke dTm^II 1 ' 

otheer occupying * certain post. This is a misstuteoienT'' * .P' 01 ^ 1 to lh# '''reach 
one time Lieutenant Lomax nnortod to „ ,/ "tement—no doulit nnintentiuiifd. At 

and food lares on LibeZ ”S T flhi re, » * * rt *" Ft V* hm ™ «• W*W bn, 
and asked me ns he / T’ ,s c , un( ‘™c<i by the British officers). 

him, in I re ne i, u ,/Sr ^rded ’“m ^ ,T ] J ,ilkc ' 1 ^“fted & 

pointing nut tliat the district was noli „ i,hin t -| L .'• uu ' '‘Jdresa to any such officer, 
End complained of fhi/ac ion R, . , / ,*" J tllr,t '>« »^ives 

now retired from (Ids too n I rt f“ 1 li ' arA ,Ui * he French had 

Lieutenant Lomax not to'ti further will, (lie 1 ,/;, , 10 '’| U T, " r ’ at “,‘V ra te, adrised 
all these questions very careftdlv with ti ,, ... . ’ f rt the interval, after discussing 
Governor at Kanre I^hu“ue L d l i J -^ *™ »?. t!l « Acting 

men, lo occupy the town of iieledu from «■ hi .V ,j Jl ' | l .' 1<11,lul l^’max, wiili 100 of bis 
opinion of , k7 Briti ■hoffi^sthafbyrdo. 1 1% ^ 11 "'» 

Chief Kafnia (..ho.n he knows ’ersou, k l,,. I “'f 1 '* «?' '" to «>th the 
negotiating), and perhaiiB imhice tlv r rhi.I L ' 11 “ MM l,c tla!l already heou 

Liberian rfovc niaent 1 U ,0 COn,,; ^ * Ub > J <«™ q»«0j under ti,e 

Beledu is some 20 miles north of the most advanced British pcs,. Thu Chief,,, 

Bat I .?? VT « abrupt in imw r 

f One ease retej Urk m .Led 







Bctedu is friendly to the English, and would certainly receive Lmnax afl a friend if lie 

came with an introduction from the British officer. 

With regard to the region of Kaure Uhim, whfeh is under the narire role of U 
Btinda * Mr. J. IX Hughe* (an Englishman) had already been appointed by President 
Barclay to be Liberian Customs officer and (’ommuwwmeir for native aifairs, to reside at 
KonrcUhun with the Chief Fa Banda, «5th twenty-five Libcmn police. Ah noon a* 
this could he accomplished. Lieutenant Lomax was to have nothing more to do sth 
Kanro Uhtm. Mr. Mcldtwghlin, an officer of the Libyan fibber Corporatio^ wm - 
reside 20 miles further south Fit Kobowanaf (another customs station), 

k,, arl \Tnerico-Liberian Customs officer mi a subordinate to Mr. Hughes, irurely 
&»lfV3Ww aitoRether ««**> ** Mr. MeLanghlin to r epntoontt h. 
Liberian Government directly in the matter of Custom*, since he w« an Inspector ot 
the Rubber Company, and of auirre as such had to have his esports of rubber droned 
by an independent authority, Still, Mr. McLaughlfo » a trustworthy man, and it ia 
ffcoendly recognised that he is to advise and in some way control the AmenCO-LibeiJkD 
Customs official at Kcbnwami when the latter cannot be under the direct supervision of 

Mr ‘ AU ihettiZttoi* were ewafullj explained » several conferences to Fa Bawl* Mid 
to every Chief of importance within a radius of 40 miles- of Kouro Lihuti .md Hu 
adjoining Sierra Leone territory, and also to the Sierra Leone and Su^ l traders 
Fa Bundft was told that the British troops would continue to remfltu at future L.dui i 
until it »aa convenient to the Sierra Leone Government to put them elsewhere, but th.it 
they would always be within call of that place, even >J they remained A ■ * t mite* 
distent en British territory, if they were removed he would realize Unit the Liberum 
Government would be represented by Mr. J. lh Hughes and the police under him. I 
certainly realized no ill-humour or unwillingneu on the dm* I'* Buiulo in ucccj>t the 
changed situation. He and oilier Chiefs already know Mr. Lomax, « ho had the supreme 
advantage of being able to Ulk to them fluently and correctly in th«ir own language 
Meude Thcv call him by his Christian name-” Willie , " Unasked, these Chiefs 
rural (he question of whether the Liberian Government mal.td them to pay but tex as 
they had proposed already to do for the British. Tl»j were told by Lomax i\mi tie 
ii nest ion of hut tux would not he raised tor the present, but i hat when the time seemed 
?i, lC conference would be called on the matter. I therefore wish to impress on the 
Colonial Office ibatul! Liberia is seeking to do at the prurient tune, umirny through 
British agitata, is to collect its customs on its frontier mid to tcul ita way cautiously, w ith 
the *dvi£ and backing of the British, towards the maintenance oi law- am order m hesu 
regions. Since ! have left thus country 1 learn that the Colonial Office has heard 
telegraphically that Lomax marched with some of hm incn ugutuet * Cliief dwdhiig to 
the east of the region we visited, that there was fighting, and that two ur thru, i\ix 
Liberian soldiers were killed or wounded, I have received ubjo utely no news on Bus 
head, cither from .Ur. McLaughlin or from two other i^nte of the Robber Company 
who hare just been traversing this region to the east, 1 tod sure if there i L ad hei.n any 
serious disturbance they would have reported it at once, ns it must hare affected H e r 
UWII movements. On'the contrary, they allude to the country Mttl.ug down, and to 
Chiefs and people being ready to open up a trade in rubber. _ 

I do not wish to he dogmatic. At any time we may receive news which may Miow 
that my favourable anticipations oF prudence and good jndgmeut on the part of Lomax 
may have been unfounded. I would only ask the Colonial Office not to he hasty m 
forming conclusions or reversing receto nclfein, but to consider how utton during the 
last two years Lomax ami other Representatives of the Liberian Government have been 
accused of maltreat meal of British Hubjeet* or of malpraeticos generstty, and these 
accusation*, upon investigation have turned out quite unfounded. ( ->fcourse I doi not 
wish tile Sierra Leone Government to run ary undue n-k, but l Mioiil.l like the arrange 
men! nettled by Mr. Haddon-Smith and myself on the Liberian irontiet to bo gwen 
Six months' trial before it is decided that neither Hughes nor Lomax can efficiency 
represent, the Liberian Government in this direction, or that the 
Hitch a very serious stop as that proposed by Mr. Probyn m his k ltcr ot In lSth Apr 
u step which would certainly nr (me emulation on the part ot Franco, h «ould produce 
an exceedingly bad impression iu Liber in, and Lliat at the most entien.] time, ^ ben 
President Barclay is reeking re-election for four years and is trying to defend to hi. 
ft I low-country men bis recent policy of placing British subjects in most privileged 

* CmujuJ WiUia spefia this umm Iflwrnjwte " PkrUndu*" 

f AVtawaiu, not KaL*w*n»* rv» ajdVlt by Mr. LwmMt 


J . - i -j —B«um ns rue direct Sermntfl of toe Lihnriftn /'j,* Vl>1 ., inirbn * 

to reorganiw »™ Deportment,. Mr. Lament a* vet tun only Men ,,,“l 
portion of the Liberun hinterinnd. Conan] Wslli* ha", likewiq,. ml, „ ery amah 

amal! j.ieec of the interior, n„d that at very resent It' O,^ Z" ,T 
European ■Kent, of the Chartered and Bubber Companiea—wme twemv tZee^ 
t«>Z-Z' Zd 1 “" lr ff r f n f inU)riw " f f-'heria in ,,|i directioae d,.ri4 UxTlalt 

..nail joe'4 d 4 Xh aht'E in' * * °t 

LieuteZi^LoSZ 8 ! ° f , ,h '’ &0Ten " , ’ ent - » ll <’ d«—like Mr. George nTfW*,^ 

a^ttJ^fc'la*s!Sa£ -, ’ —- **• 

Liberia, it ia no K reat sacrifice to Sierra Leone to -ZliflTZ ^iitl ton 'er tid 
occupation, or even to continue it as long tm the Liberian- like it n 'a-*- . i ", 1 

1 ' aret0 be rtationed a fc,r BlilCT larthcr totb^3,« 

f. J . 1 i “f erlinent for me to net tip mj on n opinion againat ahat of aueh an able 


gji.it* t*m: =afs&rt .as 

neatoml-nt ITth!* St "l * diatenc* from the Liberian frontier, in tbc 

neaU.m pan „j t|„. Sherbro country, im.i here it >va, evident to me that eieeUnnl 
proyiaion had already been made by Mr. Probyn to marntain Imi and order 

April 19, 1907. < 8f « I16d ) n - U - JOHNSTON, 


[13079] 


No. iiO. 


f;ojiiuJ H um to Sir Edvard Grey,—(Receivrd A)>rit 23.) 


fN'o. 14.) - ' 

(Td ^teAT for Liberia : Yonr telegrenr No. 0. ^ +* 2 *‘ ^ 

Hio Liberia Government are w illin g to insure the vessci 

as toteZnlt Which ,eft l>J ’ dl ° of ^ lsi 

I nm sending you another despatch on the subject, 


113070] 

(So. 9.) 


No. fll. 


Sir Edward Orcy to Consul H aiti*. 


(ielegraphic,} ? Foreign OjRce, April 24, 190?. 

tiLN-BGA I tor Liberia^ Your telegram ho. 14 of yesterday. 

™ vp much 1 r^T »K UniteteSBi. It Would, howevnr 

armament wa Setom Comment were willing to accept the offer of 

teleslm “ 0tl,ine “ S to ^ <lu<?slioB of tbc «« ®f referred to in my 












[I3432j 


Consul fVallu to Sir Eduard Grey. —(/frcriprri April 


(TelegraphicA P. Sierra Leone, April 25 T 1907. 

GUN-BOAT for Liberia: your telegram No. 9, Africa. 

Half the coat of passage i@ the utmost that (he interests u£ Liberian Government 
will allow them to pay, The following is all the armament they can afford to buy :— 


2—I2q*. rum 
1 Maxim „ 

AiniMtiiutiob for 12 -pr. £tm&. 
Ammunition for MuLn) 


Tin Eh estimate is selected from a list supplied by the Admiralty. 

Liberian Government are willing to pay for the coat of earrings of Hotchkiss gun. 
Yon do not state how much it will come to, 

Liberian Government will pay for cost of vessel, armament, and passage by 
instalments, but cannot afford to pay more than 1,QGGL annually. 

I have done ^roy best, but cannot obtain better terms. Higher payment* not 
advisable owing to condition of Liberian Treasury. 

Wo could obtain much smaller vessel from acme private firm, and lit her up 
afterwards, in the event of His Majesty's Government not accepting above terms. 


[13398] No, 63, 

i.ojiftul iTallis to Sir Edward Grey -— (Received April -] 5 ) 

{No. 1S.J 

(Telegraphic.) P. sierra Leo «<■, April 95, 1907. 

CABLE Company will establish cable to Liberia if guaranteed 1,0001. per annum 
for ton years. British cable Company is desired by the President of Liberia. 


[133981 


No. 64. 


Eoretgn QjJ\ n*p to /l/hcan hifffl Telegraph Company ^ 

(ConCdentiul.) 

™* , . _ , , Office, AptU.2% 1907, 

1 Am sorry that l have been unable before now to reply to your letter of the 
Lfjtb ultimo respecting the. proposal to establish direct cable communication with. 
Monrovia, but the question is one which requires ji good deal of conid deration. 

In that letter you state that your Company would be willing to lay and maintain 
a cable in consideration oF a subsidy of l h 000f. pur annum for ten vears atibicct 10 
your obtaining exclusive rights, and for 1,5007, per annum without such rights. 

As regards^ the first alternative, 1 am afraid that we could not support any 
attempt to obtain u monopoly of lauding rights, and the question for decision thcre- 
torr.i is whethar any arrangement can be arrived at with regard to your second 
proposal, 

I think you are aware that any subsidy which might be granted to your Company 
would have to be made up by contributions from the various parties interested vtx 
the Governments of Liberia and Sierra Leone and the Liberian Lubber Company, Ac., 
but ns far as I can judge it scorns hardly possible that even from all these sources 
combined a sum of more than J,(MXW. a-year could be raised, We now understand, 
however, from our ( -ousel at Monrovia, that even, for tldft lesser sum, properly guaranteed, 
your Company would be willing to lay a cable, and I ami to inquire what her (he 
information, we have receami on the subject from Captain Walks is comet 

V\ on Id you, therefore, kindly let me know your views in the matter with as little 
delay as possible ? 



lou will of course understand that this letter 
661196 a forma3 offer of the subsidy I have mentioned. 


must not bo regarded as in s 
J am, Ae, 

) LllIO BAKEINGTON 


[13432] 


[ 12212 ] 
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13099] Ho, 97. 

/f. Johnston to Mr. R. L. Antrobut,—to Foreign Office, April 30,) 

St. John's Priory , Poling, Arundel $ Suite*, 
Dear Antrobus, April 2-0, 19-'7, 

CLARKE \m shown mo your letter relative to the keeping of France out of the 

Mskaua basiti. . 

When Bmger's proposals for the act (dement of the Franeo-Libernui imntier 
wore submitted to von in 1906, after they had been approved by the Lilierian Govern¬ 
ment, you at once objected to the French being allowed (theoretically) to leave the 
Nii^er watershed and come down to the main stream of the Makona Riveri Ikjs'iiuWi 
ns you remarked, it brought a wedge of French territory between Liberia and Sierra 
Leone Railway. 

I bore in mind your remarks, but it was not until I reached the verge of tins 
territory with lladdan-Kniilh, and talked things over with (1) tin? British military 
oiheere imm the Kiti country; (2) Lonmx, the Liberian Commissioner: Mid (51) 
certain native Chiefs, tliat I realized the value to Sierra Leone, and perhaps Liberia of 
the Trans-Makona territory. 

The people of category (1) spoke well of the healthiness and prodnotrveness of 
the country. They did not consider the Kisis unmanageable, or the reconciliation of 
Kafum impossible. No. (2) declared the Kisi country to be "the granary not onJv 
of Liberia hut of Sierra Lewie, the richest part of the country he bad ever wen, ’ 
and he was writing a strongly-worried despatch to the President, asking him to reject 
the Ringer-Johnston frontier proposal and retain the tmos-Makonn within the limits 
of Liberia. No, (S) (principally Monde Chiefs) expressed such dislike at coming 
under French rule that they promised the most loyal attachment to tho Liberian 
Government an alternative. 

1 found Lomax popular with these Chiefs. Do could talk to them fluently 
and correctly in Mends, besides also being able to speak Kisi and other native 
tongues. Some of his police were rapscallions, but these he promised me to 
weed out. Moreover, as I have repeatedly mentioned in trt her letters, he was to have 
ns his coadjutor Hughes, an BngUshman, for some time in the service of the Rubber 
Company, who had been appointed native Commissioner as well as principal Customs 
officer by the Liberian Government. 

Very well; I represented all this to tho President* the more willingly m moat of 
tin; responsible Sierra Leone officials—civil, military, and railway—assured me 
emphatically that the Trans-Mahona accounted for much of the produce and trade 
carried oil bv means of the Sierra IjCoiic Railway and roads. 

Rut in the meantime other explorations had lieen going on in the western hmn 
□f the Upper Gevalla. conducted by Mr. Alfred Yorke, an Assistant Manager of rite 
Rubber Com puny, and by various Liberians, official and unofficial of Maryland 
country. The results went to allow that the western basin of the Cavalla was 
amazingly rich in rubber, and was peopled by an industrious and friendly population, 
well disposed towards European*' and Liberians. (Mr. Yorke returned to his work as 
Inspector of that division with a Commission from the Liberian Government to 
represent them in Customs matters on the French frontier, in much tho same way as 
Hughes dots on tho Siam Leone frontier.) 

President Barclay therefore deprecated sending any intimation to the French 
Government that he had clianged Ms mind on the question of the frontier. He is 
resolved not to lose the western basin of the Cavalla at any cost. The gist, of his 
feeling is probably this :— 

“The Kisi country (Trans-ldnkona) may be very rich in rice, palm oil, kernels, 
and other produce, but its wealth from its geographical position must flow towards 
Sierra Leone. The Kisi country is declared by the British and French to he m 
turbulent tiuti my troops and officials cannot unaided keep it in order. Very well; I 
took all tills into consideration in 1005-lOOtj, and that was why I jiccepted the Bingcr- 
Johnston definition, by which I exchanged tho Kisi country for the western basin of 
the Upper Cavalla.” 

The point of view of the two Bril ilk Companies would certainly be tint the 
TratiP-Makonu territory was of very little Use or interest to them It is not known to 
contain any minerals, and it certainly produces very little rubber. Our interest in 
Liberian territory in that direction ceases at the Mtwkona River, which is in. many 
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respects tho northern Itoundary of tho fnre*i r+ ^ , 

indifference to the two Companies whether the torritoru a oE 

either French or British. l)n the other hand the' jw begomea 

tho richest part of Liberia in the imref valuable kiwil IT* a country« certainly 
P«m«. nonSfanUa miner:,1 .5lthW* haratoL 1^’ "!,**" itta 

tl>« nitaotto, i,y Liberia of (be 111 las ‘ 

lookintf beyond the mere interests of the Companies to the „Viii«’m//' 'V*?’J-" aa 
Leona nr even of Liberia. tirnu- [ was impressed liv liio sinf,.,, t , , /’ 1< ' rr!l 

to the wealth of this.. in cattle rij™i ■wfrjg Lomax w 

Ln its relative healthiness. It is also the ease that -it ||,.,t P H > 'I'icts, and above all, Ha 
Mr. Torke’s detnM Report on the LonrSfof the wXntoZaL ”* 

UoMcier, by (be time I dismissed these matters With Clarke ami mnrtclf I I,. I 
nwctvcd tins Report, as well a, Barelav*. loiter ,|,„,ij„j„ , I Bad 

the frontier proposals. The situation therefore resolved itadf into fids - iSxiriftsjld 

was secured. Did the Coto&ial OITie, and e S,™ n ‘o t SlPT 

enough about the Trans-ilakona to make some effort”, ”L 

cither within llte limits of Liberia fwkhsh kaens it mum i , , ™ 

jsv^sittrstJrsSsttSSttgg 

i&msjbb ^s^tetssAiix * 

I therefore censed to press the question, though [was not equally etmvh eedTf 8 (t,e 
value to os of tl»- extreme northern pajrt of tho Gold Coast 1 0 

^|jmdid*h«rt the retention of onr existing rights on the'^ Gambia or north “f 

l h ^ “ n F®“^ 0n - of ^urse, waa strengtiwacd after our conference with Pmbvn 
M hethcr or not I m^mideretood you (and it ia quit, possible I did), there ^me t o 
be no doubt Imm Probyn’s statements that be cared vorv In i.] L > or m hL- Zi .■ 

\ iLrhl'V 1 *?™ 11 t S ritor ^ ICc i]h r tl y ^raversed my statements that tlio adjoining 
Liltonan territories in any way ennehed the trade of Sierra leone or tie ireH.t 

receipts of the Siorre Leoa* Railway. As Governor of Sierra Uenr . he oueJit to knni 

^ I 118 . H , lttl . out lusinoerity, becauao I urn assured iii all directions i fL 
■ ■icirri Leone that fit: has preyed himself a most painstaking Admlni^tritor * who lui« 
not b«. content to accept his views or opinions from others, l„tta^formJd *£. 
bim^lf by careful observaliotu I eftunot say that I agree with him about Sierra Leone 
not depending a good deal for its wmuirnr nn (he Liberian territories. Fmoklv I 
‘ 1 Inni- ^ J thmk myself that Si -ira I^eone may heoouK mnncnseJv wuaft hv 

tie future dhhimchou- of the hmteriond of Liberia, especially bv means of the 
railway and read extension. 1 dare say you will recall tbit, in Ms eonvan^atEons 
10 \ C 'P SCKx1 rt?J ¥ jns for <1 ill-Wing from me, and no doubt ht is ri-Hit 

, . . ,7°! n R -'I therefore, I certainly bare formed the impvQHaEon B ftrat1v 

iat rebyn doce not attach anythingf like the same impeurtanoe that I do to the 
■.-)iiiun\mu of Liberia and Sima Leone, and ifecondly, tint he docs not hetWo tq 
virenglj . w«; other» do «h# the te> it, - 

•m^lnnce to Smrm I^one, end worth come Baerifice eith'er to reEt wUl” Mho 

lnuila [>t (aliens which means under liritiKh supervision, nr actualIv to carry ouf .. 

arrangement both with trance and Lilieria by which it might llmillv headed to tlie 
(emtory of Sierra Leone. I also have gathered ( mm mJ WnvoraauJmTwh voo W 
il.neel. you a,Mac . „ great deal more importance to'the I.iheria,uerti'» I lem 
I i1m-s. jou do not think; that this question nf the Trana-Makonn is sutlldentlv 
XT*'"' to ««^‘Bce other mtcresle in the Gambia or :,t tltc hack of the Gold 
Uvt.1. 01 course the idea l famed at iho beginn inf; of this year, that Liberia ou.-ht 
10 any case to retain the Lume-Makona within her limits, is knocked on tlie iicad^liy 

iaaeh\ Th ,L“hA^^K^? eited “ "»* •**«*“ - my part. ...J hate dounao 

[1778] ’ 
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President Barclay absolutely refusing to sacrifice the Western Cavalla to retain thd 
Trans-Maktma Abo, of courses if the British troops wore withdrawn now from the 
Kki country tike result would Iks lamentable ; Frauen would at once occupy* and would 
probably then refuse to cede the Upper Cnvalla P m tliat Liberia would lie mutilated in 
both directions. 

The bold plan which might be adopted would be this : For the British Govern' 
meat at the present moment to approach France in a frank and direct manner, sot 
forth the trouble caused to Sierra Leone and British commerce by the uncertain 
condition of the Liberian frontiers, and ask France as a favour to Great Britain to 
declare that the frontiers of Liberia wore henceforth determined by the southern limits 
of the Niger watershed and the course of tbe Cavalla. from its source to its mouth, or, 
if they wore uncertain about the vagaries iu the course of the Upper Garnilu. than at 
any rale by* a line determined by latitude and longitude which answered te the 
hypothetical course of the main Ca valla on the most modern map. France mi get ask 
come favour in return,. It would In: open then to consider whether what she asked or 
what she wus finally prepared to accept outweighed the advantages te Sierra Leone 
and to British West African commerce in general of the limits of a largo Liberia, 

Finally, if the British Government diet secure tM* del imilu cion of a large Liberia, 
which would Include not only the western basin of the Cavallrt but also the Trans* 
Makona territory* tihe might well ask in exchange a rectiScation of her eastern 
boundaries of Sierra. IjCoeo at the hands of Liberia* Cither as a direct' compensation for 
sacrifices made by Great Britain elsewhere, or ill satisfaction of the sinus still owing 
by Liberia to Great Britain, or, finally, as an acknowledgment on the part of Liberia 
that she did not at present possess the resources with which to maintain law and order 
in the Kisi country. 

I hope this very lengthy letter clear? up the point at issue. All that I am really 
keen about is: (t) That the British troops shall not he withdrawn from the Kki 
Country till the French frontier is settled with Liberia; and '2) that whilst they are 
there no unkind pressure shall he brought to bear on Liberia to relinquish the 
collection of customs revenue. Because it is only from a considerable customs 
revenue that we can exjiect Liberia to create and maintain a really efficient fKdieo 
force in the interior. If we do not hustle her* if we convince her of our real desire 
that her territory shall remain intact, and (hat who shall be given a reasonable amount 
of time in which to develop a nationality, we shall meet with very lit (Jo resistance to 
the idea of reforms in general or to the intrusting of the carrying out of these reforms 
for the present, fa? capable Britishers, such as, for example, the reorganization and 
command of a Liberian hinterland police forces. 

Tours sincerely, 

__ (Signed) H, H* JOHNSTON. 



[12526] 


No, 68, 


Foreign Ojjicc to Co nsul Wo.llut. 

(No, 12.) 

Sir, Foreign Qfi&tt April 30,1007, 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 20, Africa, of the 6th ultimo, I am directed 
hy Secretary Sir Edward Urey lo inform you that ihe question of the imports cion of 
gp0ds into Liberia from the Many River wua recently diacuj&ed at n meeting bet ween 
the Governor of Sierra Leone, Mr. Antrobus, Mr. Clarke, and Sir Harry Johnston. 

The conclusion come te was that tin:' most satisfactory Eolation would b-a Ear the 
Governments of Liberia and Sierra Ledge to maintain a joint customs station ur Mono 
Salijah; the receipts from the import Julie? collected at that, port to bo equally divided, 
after deducting the expenses of the ad mini strati cm of the station (including salaries), 
between the two Governments. Ihe chief official should be a European, to be nominated 
by the Government of Liberia* and appointed, if agreed to* by the Government of 
Sierra Leone. The arrangement would of course require to ho legalized by an 
Ordinance of the Colonial Lugishiture. It is suggested that it should remain in force 
for two years, after which period it should be terminable hy cither side on giving *ix 
mouths* notice. 

It was also agreed that then duties now levied at Mauo Salijab should be increased 
to the same amount as those imposed by the Liberian Tariff in all case? where the 
latter are higher. 
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- T am to nquest that y 01 , will ], ly t ], e f oreg , ]in „ p ,. 0B05a] b „ fn „ 

sa* 1 see- «« xtUst 


the Government of 
Id seem to offer the 


1 am, &c. 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON. 


[14D84J 


No, 69. 


Jjncw Direct Tdcyroph Company to Mr. Chrke—(Mecmed 3% j.) 

t niiT , ,v t kffCtra Douse i Finsbury Pavement, London Anri! '!(> 1 (107 
I fLU L to thank you for your letter of the 26th. instant h * F ' 6 ** 190 ' ‘ 

Ills information supplied you by Captain Wngii j B not confer Ti„ r 
two offers had already been subjected to serious t C T\ 1 ho Company« 
with m* Company would be canJdtmhlv losers }, y ei wStf ! ‘ !l0se 

*« *• “« J* «•»*!» the comm™,i,:„hi. 

b« oovered by t he suggested ™bv«mti oua , p]„» tclcgmph £ ' ,n " B >' 

I am ostracnely disappointed lo hoar that you fear the itmbilitv f ,i n . . , 

^iZtr a r uiiportowcftort 10 ° bta - 

m ■?$* *«*« & «* 

snaplo unction of hnlp mftn other auim*™ „ Tlf » i e * a . ^ J[la now become the 

,h - «*** %*Je .2 ®^ 5 sgssJtsss 2 ^ tnni <o 
smtoKm* rfTbLrTOoX e &^ltelL ff0 v l ' repnro<I f 

Have the Germ&ng offered te do tins mid in Ht ■ . . 111 cue tract is signed 

,iDdora,rad ' * *« 


(Signed) 


I have, Ac. 


imODIilCK, 

-V nnntjiig Director. 


[14408] 


No. 70, 


AMam Direct Telegraph Compamj la Mr. Clarke. —{Received Man 4-i 

sssir^'tsts.Tsissr”' **• “ j - 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BliODRlCK, 

Managing Director. 

Inclosurt!! in No, 70. 

Mr. H. 'Jamieson to President Barclay t 


c:_ African Direct Tdcjroph Company, A/ojiroriff. 

A VITHIFR f | l , , November 7, tOOfJ. 

A ^LATBUt of Liverpool niflrdianta and otlars iuteraatod in Liberia having 
a^toaehed the aW C -nm„J Tt-logmph Company at it, bca.t-.na.rt.rs ktadK 
«-h. C h I *, tk, Gtrneml SnperiMtt in% iATSiSTSAttSSSiff 
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the city of Monrovia with its general eyntem of cable*, I received instructionsi from the 
Dincton to proceed here for the purpose of inquiring into the matter and making any 

by the steam-ehip - On. W— - in the 
Afternoon of Saturday, the 3 rd instant, and on the Monday following your Excellency 
was kind enough to grant me nn intervittW, at which 1 had the honour o. preseii t.LDg 
mv reapfccis and also of explaining in some detail the purpose of my wit t '^j[ >T1ToV1 ^ i 
‘ With further reference to what parsed at that ldtemeff, 1 beg respwtfnlly to lay 
before you certain stipulations which mv Directors have instructed rijc-tj) petition fur 
and in return for which they will undertake to connect Monrovia with 
rab[c system, nnd through the sume bring it into mid maintain it m telegraphic 
r oinmunicalion with Other parte of the world similarly connected sdn^tly 

(Hy the word "Government” is meant the Govsmmetn of the UenuMicof Liberia } 

} By the word +< Company "is meant the African Direct T Gegraph Company* Limited, 
t^am Itractqnnrtciv «te «ithat*.l in W««u House, Fiiiabmy ftiremem, Undon, E (,) 

L The Government to grant to the Company ihc payment of a aubsUiy of «* 
par annum for a period of ten years, from the date of the establwhiucnt of t’uljlo 
eonmmm<*tion, (It is not improbable that merchants and others interested uould bo 
willing to help the Government towards meeting this payment) 

fa 1 The amount of the above subsidy will, it is estimated, cover about half the 
cost of establishing and uaintouimg cable commimicutieu, and the Company « 
to assume the burden of the other half in the anticipation that in time U will bo 

recouped by cable traffic. 

2 . The Government to concede to the Company sole and exclusive telegraph 
cable rights for a period of twenty-five years, also the necessary bud whereon to build 

the following:™ 

(ft.) A cable hut, where the sea cable will be landed, and joined on to the land 
cable leading from there to the public cable office in town; 

(c.) C&Me office for the transaction of public business ; and 

(J.) House for the living accommodation of ihe staff, including the usual domestic 
servants. 

It will be preferable If this hitter is situated in as healthy a posit ton of the town 

as circumstancea permit, . * . , * 1 *^ fwiWl 

3 During the term of the Concession the Company to he granted freedom from 

taxation and port dues, free import of any materialB that may ar. any time U 

by it for the erection and upkeep of 3 la buddings^ also of all ftrnirf fide telegraph 

materials required for its use, including official stationery, and die protect-ten of the 

Government when regionalily required, + _ . . , T . . ,1 

In respectfully presenting the foregoing stipulations and proposes I trubt bat 
iiiev will receive your best consideration, and if there is any additional information 
that may be required I shall he glad to furnish it; further, in caw yo“ may defura to 
offer any counter or alteruatjve prop 0 f*a 3 p> l beg to assure yon that they will be most 

carefully considered by niy Directors. „ . . ^ 

Thanking you for so kindly consenting to receive me in interview, and with me 

o( my hHmble ****** 1 h4T & ) H. JAMIESON, 

General Superintendent, 


[14092] K »- n - 

Cohnioi Office to Foreign Office.-~-( Received Mny &} 

g^ r Dmi-tiing Street, Mag G, 1907, 

I AM directed bv the Earl of Elgin to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey, with reference to recent correspondence relating to die position of 
affnirti in North-West Liberia r the accompanjrtng eeny of a despatch from thu Actiug 
Governor of Sierra I .roue, containing a proposal for the transfer of a portion Ol Liberia 
to Sierra Leone, coupled with a readjustment of the frontier according 10 geographical 

features* ^ ^ Sir j^.iward GreyV concurrence. Lord Elgin propose to reply 1 hat 
His Majesty’* Government are unable to consider any proposal for annexing a portion 
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SI 

me«rf r lhat > Cofony tyX kT ^ KJt>onBO en , t “fe<l '*P<>a the Guram- 

of substituting a DahrnJ boSl ““‘v 17 ’ 5* ,Ju “ l lll » «**.*»■ 

the north-eastern portioe tKe " H *•*«>» Governor for 

Sight o£ listing Anglo-Liberum frontier will not be lost 

reference, that ihcT^t'T' e ™J B *«we of record and 

recently by Mr. Leslie Probyn (ttS !Z “fife boundary w M made 

f>ffieor Comniaiiditig the Sierra Local® Ikuttnl '' 1 rra ,^ DHe - ^d Major C, E. Palmer, late 

» iH?e 0? le8 v e . SaiSU^akSSlf ^ »SE 

JcluiR Governor s proposal) aud hlue (represi-miaa Ur 'pr'T “ r>! ' the 

picposal) on the acoompaiiul>i n rnun g j. ...:i 1 1 ^ 1 roljyn a and Major Palmer's 

end ^Major Palmer dii^frod Xt tbe 

roatinuatioE of the boundary fro,,, tlm „ i , f -1 e 1 ' 0 '; 1 ' nlur oul J' die sucffe S [«J 

the River Mali. a| 0i ;t,]d "IveMoC^lTf “ l . i0 “ ° f - fi23S 

** AVm * th9 *'» to ^ *** where it JK[. ^ t^Moa, ^1 theace 

l UflJy ^ 

< S W»ed) B. BERTRAM COX. 


fnebsure in >^ a 7 ^ 

Attin > 0wt ™“ r Hadd^Smlh t » ik. Kart of JSt s , n 

(Confiden(iaL) ~ 

My t/5rd, House, Freetown, Sierra beane i 

„ r he course of conversation Jr T , ^ HK)7, 

m eODsirleradon of the larqo 1 " W ' W fc him that, 

port™ of the north-west frontier of Liberia which nicurrad m protecting 

of performing, it would bo a ^ Repijblfe was tocapablf 

|iic reapoasibility of the administration of the countrvV 1 liU *** undertaken 
it she, in return for such service, could r r ri^fj r n! " ' 1 U ' 0 , c ? ,lf ^Otectorate, 

fori >«■ suggested in tliis cmmeaiou that our „r«™t lord ^ 10 “ ? “I territory, [ 
60 altcreil a B to run as follows prosint. UOrth^satern boundarv should be 

r s: zss°& : 

¥°V> * a» KomoasoVf piuZ^ 011 22 3&S 

*» «s^La u. .aa^ 

.BUggcadon. accorniugiy should your l/.r-feh/p approve of my 

proposal OTlj-^d'w 1 ^'draw vourr^ l^.'r ™ r '' e ™f io11 Iwfowyour Lordship as n 
(’onAdenthi, of the 2%th Mareh 'iDOfi ' 1 '^i 1 lclU 1 OJ] io Mr. Probynh d&spatdi 

I have, Ac, 

_(Signed) G. B, HADDON-SMITH. 


f 14 "5J No. 72, 

CW 0al «; ()^ cf , 0 Ferrigu 0JSct.—(Receii>it A i ay 8 .) 

-Sir, 

IVjra reference to (he latter f rotn rhi. nn:„. ^"'Z? It™,' •'% ^ f»7. 

4 * 4 ldeSranl tbe Aoti "S of Sierm 


[1773] 


Not printed. 
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tn Xunro Lahun in company with Sir U. JL Johnston, I am directed by the Burl 
Elgin to transmit to you, for the information of Secretory - s ir Edward Grey, a copy 
of a despatch which has since been received from the Acting Governor upon Oie same 

subject. 

2, Lord Elgin does not at present propose to give any instructions lor the 
withdrawal of the troops from Kanre Lahun as suggested in paragraph 1.5- cT the 
despatch. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C + P, LUCAS. 


In cl on lire in No. 72 . 

Acting Governor Hadden-Smith (Q the Enrl of Elgin. 

(Confidential,) Government //auj#, Freetown, Sierra Leonti 

My Lord, Match 8, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, in accordance with your Lordship's telegram 
of the 20th February, approving of my proposal to visit Kan re Lahun ( I proceeded 
to that place, in company with Sir Ham LL Johnston, Mr. M. 3. lament, of the 
Liberian Customs, and Dr. MnlwcU, the District Commissioner of the country 
bordering on that part of the Liberian frontier. 

% The object of our visit was to explain to the Chiefs and people that too 
country to the east of our Protectorate is Liberian, and that although up to riscent 
date the Liberian, Government had taken no active part in the administration of that 
country, they had now decided to assume their responsibilities over ft and to introduce 
therein customs duties and the ordinary trading licences. 

3 . There are two important trade routes from the Liberian territory into the 
eastern portion of our Protectorate, namely, the rood to liarriwalla and the road to 
Kanre L&hun. Trade from both these routes converges on B&ifrna, which is the final 
terminus of the railway. Therefore it was thought advisable by Sir limy Johnston 
that a Liberian Customs station for the collection of duties should be established on 
each of these roads, 

■£. We first of all proceeded to Bam walla, where I interviewed the Chiefs and 
the people and informed them that all British subject*, so long as they complied with 
the Liberian Customs Regulations, were at liberty to trade in Liberian territory om 
equal terms as the subjects of that Republic, I explained to them the tariffs which 
the Liberian Government imposed on certain articles of produce exported from 
Liberian territory, and the necessity for traders in rubber to obtain a licence from the 
Liberian customs station. 

The Chiefs and people perfectly understood my remarks and, whan I pointed out 
to them tliat it would he far more beneficial to their trade to have a friendly Power 
like the Liberian Government administering the territory adjoining our own, instead 
of having another foreign Power who would impose fur greater restrictions on trade, 
they quite saw the advantage of having the Liberian Government as our neighbours, 
and they expressed their willingness to abide by the Liberiau Customs Emulations. 

5. As Bomaru is an important market town, the Chiefs and people of Barn walla 
suggested our explaining the now state of nfTairs to the people of Boimni, and we 
accordingly proqetided there. I explained the situation to the people of Bomarn and 
they, tike the people of BamwaUa, unanimously agreed to the new order of things, 
hut suggested that it- would be more convenient if the Bor tar u market was removed 
to a more suitable site, exactly on the boundary of the frentier* so that it might uot 
be necessary for their packages of goods to bn unpacked twice. Both Sir Harry 
Johnston and myself considered the suggestion an excellent one, and, accompanied 
by the Chiefs and people ol Barriwalb and Bomaru, we proceeded to the frontier, 
where, at a distance of 100 yards on the Liberian side, we woe fortunate fo find a 
suitable site, on which a town formerly ytcied. for the Liberian Customs station us 
well as for a market. The Chiefs and people were unanimous in their approval nf 
nur choice of the site, and, in compliance with our wish, they suggested that the site 
should be called Kebawana, which signifies “ the uuly placo for crossing. 1 ' Arrange¬ 
ments were made with the Chief of Bomaru that the land should be cleared and Lke 
house for the Customs officer nn well as a market-shed erected. 

ft. In order to prevent any abuse of power in starting the working of the new 
Customs station, I urged upon Sir Harry Johnston the advisability of placing an 
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wsvarjiftyg tetazs ■ass y rsu™ 

CBttssiK 

sSnSSSSSSSSS SsSS W 

MTfcSdte i utiea - i SK&srawasss 

wincl. Ifoi,nd atKanre Uhuu-tturt is, ibc occupation of the town bv IS 
? d “ 1 , ? utcna 8. ‘ke «U«ff evident I}-protecting—ia muStSTi 
i ccas ? as ’ oon “* possible. Fortunate^ in Lieutenant Gill nf 

Sss=■“V a " ss 3 ?diS' Is 

1 l ,a<i » awtin» witb Chirr Fa Bun*, and tbe peopla and traders af Ivanre 
thf “ Pi™! position of affairs, to I had dona to the p^ple 
,, .1 R ,,ln -" and ,1,0V m their turn ex-pressed their derided jirri'r-re niv 

J “ ‘ “ L Lll T‘n ?‘ >vf!rI,n !™ t shwld take charge of that part nf the eonntrv ^Sor 
. i tut shouldbe any risk of its being OOOOptld by any other Power than Fnirlnivl 

10. Expecting Fa Bundu, I a m afraid that, although he aemiW™! i n *h n 

\'Z^r at P J* wiH ^ <* ladled to the fact’ that xSiStai» ™ 

. n ^. er Brmrfi. Unfortunately this Chief ia not temperate and I am informed fW 

Sxygg?!*. •«* from W. sub-Chiefs, 

thl lMoS? ffi***™* boundnrv, and that such taxes have never been handed over to 
he District Comm,sooner 1 informed Ira Runda that, as Liberia hJwiSSrf 
c aC nc udnumstiation. of that part of the country he must esneet that our 

ffl tz^n^ f 4° “ iWk 

b *' Z?r rt Q t US ? ,K S c>3rt ls nndcr tho ,lr[t{sh Government, he could alwavs regard 
°*f rjeutJ 'T 1 Wlll,n S ^ give him good advice. ' =* 1 

ipijt.it tr K™wania, Sir ITarry Johnston has arranged with the Liberian Govern 

iiuut topjaoe an EngHsh Customs officer at Kanre Lalurn, and Mr. Hushes of the 
Liberian Customs Service, has been selected for that purpose. The Cbie^And people 
ixpreased great uatisfaeimn with tills arrangement. I pointed out to the traders who 
are British subjects at Krinre Lahun that nny complaints respecting excessive duties 

to thc ““** ™,id iuveti^t 

. 1 . 2 ' UhT /y Johnston agreed with me as tn the advisability of removing the 

Lilxu-um troop* from Eanre Uhun. and. to ho posses,os the n.,,..Wv Zroro’from 
the Libanim GovorumenL he has instructed Lieutenant Lomax to leaveV^re Lahur 
at all early dato, leaving only twenty-five Liberian soldiers with Mr. for 

patrolling purposes. » u 101 

l 3 ' \ Vl . Lil reference to the continued occupation of Kan re Lahun i t y our tmems I 
am of oprowa that, as the Liberian Government have now actually assunatd^tiie 
administration of this part of tho country, our troops can safely*he withdrawn 
^lLhoul uj any way endangering the maintenance of peace in Lilwrnn tomtorv or in 

2Sti!&?&Sn££g*‘ ' -w* •> 

r^rs-.irr, 'arta; 

^.■aiwfe u ‘.s ssrjsf s£ 
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Government, up to date, as far as the people on the eastern side of the Pre Xu. tore it 
tue concerned, is a negligible quantity. It & not surprising therefore, that when tbev 
suddenly let loose on them what is termed their “ Army Mo poire the countiy, and, 
without notice or warning, imposed new duties and rapisted on (h ® lr P n ^^ 1 
tradeni naturally questioned their authority, resented their action, and that friction m 

conse^enra have not been many ernes of sfeiEUres. In fact, I may sum 

them up as three cases, via, :- 

(n ) The case of Diumbn and Maraud© Cho&kft, reported to your Lordship in 

> 11 . Prnhvn's Confidential despatch of the 2tSth April, 

(fr ) LusaiTiee r s case, reported in Mr^ Probyn lb Con Adentm! despatch of he 

1 st November , and 

(c.) The Bobobu case. 

With respect to (n), the men from whom the goods were seized went down to 
Monrovia, where the case was settled satisfactorily by the agent of the Liberian 

ItcHpoeting (ft), it was inquired into by Dr. Mas well and Lien tenant Jxsmax fit 
Kanre lihun, and resulted in Lusamee receiving compeusnUon. I his man admitted 
ltiat he had warned by the Liberian officiate, and, after receiving suchi warning, 
fed Mite *£E goods into British territory. I consider that by the Bop^on- 
tfttive of the Liberian Government meeting my wishes and giving him compensation. 

hf ~ ^i^resp^tte^O^ohobu is a place near Schama, on the Mano River, and it is 
stated that Lilwriaa troops entered our territory and robbed our people. 1 have 
referred this ease to the British Consul at Monrovia, , , ... 

15 if the Liberian Government intend to administer this part of their territory 
and to'encourage the opening up and development of the country, it would mean a 
very large increase of traffic to the railway from Baiima. The. produce sent into or 
from this part of Liberia must necessarily be corned Iff the railway j it is on 
impossibility that such produce could profitably be conveyed to any other port than 

10 G n my arrival in Freetown yesterday, I received your l/mlshin 0 telegram of 
the 1st March, informing mr of your approval of the publication of the Liberum 
Government Proclamation. 1 shall carry out your Lordship s instructions m soon a* 

I receive the necessary documents from Liberia. , 

17 in case any negotiations are at present taking place with the British, branch, 
and Liberian Government on the subject of the north-western frontier of Liberia, 1 
have thought it advisable to soml your Lordship the following telegram: 

** Returned from Bomwu, Kaure Lnhun. Whale question amicably sett led, I 
have explained meaning of new state of affairs to the people of frontier towns. 
Liberian Government have been able to establish custom-howra at frontier line as 
nearly as possible to Bomaru and also Kanre Uhuu,each of them m charge of 
Englishman, Liberian Government military office* end also native soldiers except 
twenty-five withdrawn from Kan re Laban. Johnston with plenary power*, Ll be nan 
Government has ordered Lomas, Idberiaa Government military officer, and the native 
soldiers proceed to Itelctlu; this te on account of trejol, officer having been at that 
place collecting taxes. Johnston ha* been in formed that ttetadu within our spin re of 
mflnencc, Despatch fallows by mail. Johnston informs me that he hm urgently 
advised President of Liberian ftflpublte recede from frontier line ns proposed by 
Bineicr, Johnston. It is proposed to revert to 1£U2 delimitation of frontier Instruc¬ 
tions have been sent by telegraph to Liberian Government RcmfEacutatiTe I ans 
suspend action till further instructions received from Ministers Lihcnnn Republic, 
Johnston sails on 5th March,” 

1 have* &c. „ 

(Bigucd) G. B; UADDON-SMfTII 


mam 
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No. 73. 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 

Sir, 

sjmmt$£3!*£3£i& 

In connection with these interests it freonentlv huntsmen n t 1 

eommuiucste with ilia Majesty's Consul at Monrovia wiik™ r‘" 

Owmg to fe» fact, howevat, tkat tha re is no will \ taJ. ,? *V* , * Ue . 

& B rJ*r to ( besen ^ ,o 'gs***# 

happens tobea steamer just leaving for Liberia they have frequent I v to Tf? tH? 


BA *,«as 3 aie aBT "= 3 

g=p- sis sc&t&pgiufiiggg* 

SIKs|f=^j™ssss,fe JSASilS rKt 

eum^of left to be made up, and lam to express to the Lords Commissioners Sir 
t ^ S ope that on consideration of all the circumstances of the ease they will icree 
to th ls amount being contributed out of the Imperial Exdi^uer 7 agft * 

I am, t&x 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON. 


[14498] 


No. 74. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office, 


Sir 

t « Uj f [1 y r8 f ei ?? M L ° previous correspondence on the subject of tlie^pr^scd 
1 J”? ti: i M .°? r ? V53 - f a f directed by Secretory Sir E. Grey to transmit t^vou 
F - iVri n- l J x • eforo , th ® Cretan’ of Stale for the Colonics, copy of a letter from 
Et. Africa Direct telegraph t Qmpany,* offering to lav a cable to that place? if lhv\~ can 
be guaranteed a sum of 1,0001, a-year for fifteen yeail P ‘ Can 

hi tiiaac c^txcninstances, and in view of the great advantage which would write 

IiS* l r i 1C ^ tf rr"Tn ur ' ^graphic communication between thia countiy 'and 
Liberia, Sir EdwardGrqy iaappI^g to the Treasury to authorise a cent.ribuEL rf 
f r a-year ter fifteen years towarda the expenses of the Company, and lie understands 

beD0 S U ^ iclj woulti accTue t0 Sierra Leono if that Colony 
e^iuld lie telegraphically connected with Liberia, Lord Elton is on hh side ™ n s. nir i 

On- ! II m! wEn CTam ™ t ° f th: , a Cijhj ]y u > tribute A like sum to the I’lndmtokteg. 

L ° U P th * [ ' mi Ibo Company aska for, SfrH 

Johnston behoves that a sum of between SOOf. and 4001. a*year can be raised hv thr. 

toaM^^fh! °|E hlS | l) "’" \'r pwi l of ,he !o ™ 1 Men *»“*9. »IUI ke Is bein(f raked 
’ 0-1 “f‘f'to )°;. oU . uln * d « ai!te “<1 binding offer in the matter. It »farther 
™ “ fej tbt! . k'benan Government will be willing to guarantee an annual 

p. y lent of 4tHW ti and thus complete the. amount required. It is true that the German 

likdEi f °r notIiing T but there docs not seem any 

f ? r ™ rno t,me 3'^ white the British Companv underteko 

’hali m'TT 11 H ° f 110 sl P a 5 ,tT<J oi tlw ™ n trgct, ocamntmication wit}) Monrm-b 

H le ‘>^7 would not give what will be 

totl hk^h ! H V ^m^nniuon w,th Sierra Lwue, and there appears some 
^ l Government wdl consider those special advantages of 

sufficient lmportenoe to induce them to promise the contribution asked for. 


[1778] 
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As soon as the other amounts wanted have been assured. His Majesty's Consul at 
Monrovia will be instructed to bring the matter to the notice of the ! ibcrian Government, 
And to express the hope that they will see their way to agisting. 

i am, &e, 

(Signed) EEIC BARRINGTON. 


[14498] No. 75. 

Mr. Clarke to Sir IL Johmton. 

My dear Johnston, Foreign Oj^ee t Mag S, 1907. 

T INCLOSE a copy of a letter just received from the African Direct Telegraph 
Company on the subject of the proposed Monrovia cable, as also copies of the letters 
which have been written thereon to tlic Treasury a nd the Colon ini Office.* 

Will you now see what you can do in the way of obtaining from your own 
Company, and any Liberian firms you think it worth while to apply to, a guarantee for 
fifteen years of some sum which must not be less than 20(X n-year, and should, if 
possible, approach 400b, in order to allow for any shrinkage which may take pJaCfc 
You will sec that I do not think it much good instructing Braithwuite V. aJiis to 
approach the President in the matter until we Mve actu illy got the rest of the contri¬ 
bution in hand ; but ihere is no reason^indeed, I think it would be n good thing— 
why yon should not write to him privately on the subject, 

I am, &c- 

(Signed) A. W. (TTiATtKIv. 


[15106] Na 76. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 9.) 

Sir, Downing Street 1 , Miry 8 , 1907, 

j AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to transmit to you, to ho laid before 
Secretary Sir E. Grey, with reference to the letter from this Office of the 20th April 
and previous correspondence relating to the situation in the KiiisE country, the accom¬ 
panying copy of a further dea^toh from the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone 
forwarding" correspondence between Major Le J[courier, the officer in command of 
the Sierra Leone Battalion of the West African Frontier Force, and Lieutenant 
Detaaallc, one of the French officers stationed m the Kissi country, in the course of 
which a statement is made by the latter officer to the elfccl that the Liberian 
Government has granted to the French the right to police the frontier within a 
definite zone, 

2. Lord Elgin would be glad to learn whether there is any foundation for 
Lieutenant Delasalle^ statement, since the relation between France and Liberia 
which the statement would seem to imply would be hard to reconcile on the one 
hand with the right of occupation conferred by Liberia upon His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment, and on the other hand with the assurance given in the note from the French 
Embassy of the 9th January that the French troops would he maintained ns fur us 
possible within the territory which is unquestionably French, 

I am, &cs. 

(Signed) li. BERTRAM COX. 


Incloaure 1 in No. 76, 

Acting Governor Hadden-Smith to the Earl of Elgin* 

(Confidential.) Gotrrnjnfn* Hause y Freetoivn t Sierra Leone , 

My Lord, April 4,1907. 

REFERRING to my Confidential despatch of the 2Sth March, I have the 
honour to transmit copies of letters from Major l^e Mesnrier forwarding letters 
received by him from Lieutenant Delasnlle. 


* Nos. 70, 7a, wad 71 


1 re “ mn “ n ‘ tad Cunfldentiol 

British r rrr ,it *> 

2 mm a 

I have, 4&c. 

(Signed) G, R IIA D 1)0N-SMITH 


Indoaure 2 in No, 7fi„ 

iVfl>r Le Meturier to Colonial Secretary Sierra Leone. 

(ConfidentialJ Wutade, March 23,1907. 

* 4 ? »^£SSw 3 ;S£ sar 1 h#Tc erery toiw tbat -^ 

~ s ,4t & 

Kafum might be permitted to return to lib connin'. 

4. Should Chief Kafum arrive, I nil! at once inform yon by telegram 

(Signed) F. JjE MESTJKXEE, Major, C«a™mtfin» 

£«"* limalim, Weil African 
Frontier Forci?, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 76, 

Lieutenant Deltmlk to Major Le Mcsurier* 

Mon Capitaiue Bantba, le 16 A/arj, 1907, 

Chcf^. AI tlir de ™ usaccu *er reception dc vote lettre, quo fai tmnsniise k mca 

Cta une errenr dVenture qui nik fait vous dire quTfo se trouvait sm In 

h parffliterucdt Romplaeement de oc village, dont 

j ai rLh.i 6 La situation ciacte au cours do mas pr&H'dentes teconnaisauces. 

h oZT ™* A * j ' ai 10 Chef Wouto, qui h&ito encore k m reudre 

dTeaTOjrM son Mr f , 13ama Krmiur.t, ct d'altcndrc ioi le 

if.suitat <k I entrnvua qne vous auras avee Ini, 

atteC r 6 ? to ■Kafoula—dont le pdro luLmSme, ie Chef Yadamagui 
avait reconnu J autont^ en ayant sollldte ot ohterni maintra fois V m mi bicn nvrmi 

Eritlinrli< l uo n V&&X& dans son pays—fl^ircmit, Oonfonnd- 
la F^io d ^ ir CSprJUl6 J)ar sott p£rtJ G]1 “lounttl, rater ton to s:v vie lo fiddle sujet do 

Yeuillez, &c, 

(ffigu4) DELASALLE, 


Inclosure 4 in No, 7& 

(Confidential Major Le Mr sutler to Lieutenant DelasaUe. 

r " T 1HVTT i » , a fFvlade, March 23,1907. 

the loth instent 1Qn0Ut to *° kno ^4ge the receipt of your Confidential letter of 

YilJo 2 1 ^ n0ted } '° n * with reference to the potion of the town of 

T Jlamia Jvamam duly arrived, and I have asked him to tell Kafura that T shall 












be glad to see him at Wulade, wbeD, in conjunction with all the big Chiefs of this 
country, I would like to discuss with him the present position, with a view, if possibly 
to put an end to the unsatisfactory state of affairs resulting from the operations in 

1905. V \ 

4. I have noted your remarks with reference to Kafura's father and has desire to 

remain a subject of Irance- 

5. I would bog once more to thank you for your kindness in assisting me in this 
matter. 

best conaplimenta, I have, &e. 

(Signed) F* LE HE&URIERj Major, Cornirtflndtep 
Sierra Leone Ztatfafam, West African 
Frontier Force* 


Inclosuro 5 in No* 70. 

Major J> Afesiaritfr to Colonial Secretary, Sierra 

(Confidential.) fVnlada, March 26 1 1907, 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a lei ter from Lieutenant I)ela$al!e, 
dated thy 20th instout, together with my reply. 

2. ft seems strange that the Liberian Government should liny© permitted ua to 
fake temporary charge of part of their country which Ehcy had already placed under 
French control, 

3. TVc have been two years in occupation of this country, and Chief Yigbo 
has never mentioned the fact that he was under French control, hut willingly 
took the oath to “ sit down 11 to mh* The same applies to the other Chiefs of this 

eountTy. 

4. With reference to our having any right to operate on the left bank of the 
Mafessa* Lieutenant Dclasallc quotes a letter of Captain Norman*® as authority for the 
French to havo control on that side of the river, [ have, in a previous latter to 
Lieutenant Delasalk, pointed out that I considered Captain Norman wna premature, 
and that I was not in a position to confirm the letter till I received further instructions 
from his Excellency the Governor. The only point that was definitely agreed to was 
that Lieutenant EcLkiII e, having started, kIkjiiIcI carry out his patrol against Donna 
and look after the country pro tem . I have no knowledge of our permission from (he 
Liberian Government, to operate in a 25-mile belt, being restricted to the country west 
of the Mnfessa* 

5. I do not, of course, intend to cross Ehe Mafessa without a definite order to do 
so, and will use every means in my power to prevent a collision between French and 
English patrols* 

0, In view of subsequent events, and from information received from natives, 1 
am not at all inclined to agree that the country east of the Mafesetv i& so peaceful as 
Lieutenant Delasnlte states, and after Donna's recent action 1 am more than ever 
convinced that lie was not sufficiently punished. At present his country is the home 
for all malcontents. 

(Signed) E. LE MESH RI EE, Major, Commending 
Sierra Leone Battalion, WcU African 
Frontier Force'* 


Inclosuro 0 in No. 76. 

Lictr tenant 0eUt$alh to Major Le Mtsurier* 

Mon Commandant, Bamba, le 20 Mars, 1907. 

ME conformant aux instructions revues aujourd’hui do M. lo Commandant dcs 
Troupes dc ta Guinde Frampise, j*ai J'homicur, en tepouse it votre let tre, do vous 
presenter, bien respect uousoinent, lea observations auivantes:— 

1* Si lo Gouvcrnement Lib&ricn vous a antoris© dc fa ire la police do la front tere 
do Sierra-Leone juaqu'fr 8 mi lies k Test de La Matin tin, at je tie snuruis mettro en clout e 
ccttc assertion, qui est affirm^ par M* k Commandant Le Mesuriar, j*ai Fhonnour de 
vous informer 1 quo le Gouvornmnent dc Liberia a depute longtemps accord© & la France 
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la police dc sa front!fere dans uno zone limit©* au slid par la Mftkona et k l’ouost par 
11 XovembreT^jT ^ Slrrm ’ L ^ 0n G ddftnde par la Convention Anglo-Libdrieane tlu 

pf l cn '; erttl 4 de *? *<*oM qvc, de ccttc dpoque, c*e?U-dire bien avantl'dtablisse- 
Slonntronfte^pnys aH ^ a< ^ ct d(! de* reoonnaiasanccs Francises 

lj f* Kaffiula et Dig© finent leur somnisrion aux Fmnc&is. Leura enfante 

elquclqnefeis eux-m*m«i, vmrent wuvent k KMdougou rendre visite au* different* 
oincHTS qm se sent succ&k dans le commandement de ce pwte* 

Ccs relatione no ceeafreut quo lo jour de Ikronpalton dn post© d'Oulad© par les 
troupe. Hntenmqncs; et encore bfiftucoup dc CheL, nntamment Kal'ouh, vinreufc se 
n.fugicr pres de ecus qui, en main tea dreon stances, Joe avaient proteges centre 
incunions dea bands® de pillante organises qui terrorbaienl le pays k eetto 
©poque. lJ 


Si le Gouvcrnement Francis nc protest* pas au moment de l’oecnnatitm dn pays 
pur les troupes Angloa**, ct cess* dmtervenir dans cetfe tegion, ce fut unbmsment pour 
cntrriemr das relations do bon voisinage avec FAngleterre ct &fm do ne pas 4mer 
eette PuM&ee dans I muvre civilfsaW qu'elle s'clforpait duecomplir dans one 
con tree on le Gouvcrnoinent Libdrien so reconnaisflait inco liable de meintenir Fordre et 
sa souveramete. 


. x+ ^ a,!i si 3c= Gouvcrnement TVrm^uis a decide de no plus intervonir nur la rive 
riroite de la Mafintia, cn dehors de qudqucs rdmous depots loogtcinus pneifi^es et 
souimscti k son antont©, comma La Province de Kounte, 3es cantons de Diolakoldou* 
kr.ijofandou, Gustodougmi, et Jtelcdou, il n'a jamais re none© k cxercer kcs* droits 
dc police sur la me gauclie de cette riviAre, et m'a 3 au contraire, <lorm© dcs instructions 
pour mamtemr I orurc ct assurer la pacification de cotta region, 
d ai inform© k diffdrentes reprises MM, lea Commandants dn post© d'Ouhidd 
cc In mission qui m eta it etm.fi.6e, cl M. le Capitame Garnier, coinninudant le seetcur 
mihtmre, coiinrma raes dires par hji lettre du 2f> Novwnbre, 1906, 

La legitimit© dc IWtion Frengaiee mr la rive gauche de la ifafintia fut d’aillcura 
Oihciclicinent reconmie par la k-ttre du 2fi Ltembre, 1906, que M. le Capitalne 
ftonnan modimiil en me priunt do punir le Chof Sumouko (SmobukJu), coupable 
o. Tuenrsions sur In rive droitc, 1 



f 11 orgtimsant uuc petit© oolonnc de reprc^sioii, aver laqueiie j'ai inflias© imp sanglante 
Ic^on oux pillards de Samouke, iiono, et Millimou, 

, suite d© cette alhiirc tou^ les Chefs do la rive gauche vinront on persoime 

implorer la ptiix, en nic promettent de tie plus di rigor aueuuc atteqne cord re leu 
populations dc la rive gauche, se sonmettant ineine a Favance mix reparations 
pecELii[5iirr i s qut [Kiurraiont lour fitre imposoca pour lours pillages antdrieurs, le.squcls 
eux prdtendireut u’Atre quo dcs actes dc Ti tigfiane©, 

Dcpuis cotte cpOquo aucuno plaintc aourcllo n’est |iarvcmie il ma ©onnais^anoe. 
j " s Fobtiques laissea dans t:i r©gioa pour survoiller dc plu^ ptes Ics agispements 

dcs Chefs ae m oot >ig]ial© aucun incident. 

I I n’yadone plus lieu dtexeroerdes rcpr&aillet? sur b rive gauche, ot nous ponvons 
attend re «i toute siieuritc quo lea auterittb sup6rieurcs Anglaises et Frincaises se soieat 
entcuduca ivu an jet dcs te|mmtions juicunhira, 

k preseuce de votre reoonnni$^aa.cc h Yomadou (rive dreitc), proximitd du 
village de .'Sdoua (rive gauche}, avail, predate ime certuino offervesoencc causee par 
qindques Kissleas de (a rive droite • jui vit)rent dire au* habitants de Stkitta el de 
Famossadou que voua avea I'inteution de mardher sur oca deux villages, Mon arrivec 
mopirtee ©alma [es ©sprits. 

Cot incident futile ddmontro, copendant, qu’il semit desirable qii’aucunc dc nos 
patronillcs, qu F auo*m tirailleur memo Isold, ae franebisse la M«finUa sou^ nucun 
prefcexte. 

veoonnaiBsa nees restaat ehacuno sur la rive qui lui est alfectec, Ford re et la 
pdr pourront ©tre facilement main terms. 

Le prestige Eump6cn ne pourra qu'y gagner dans tout le pays, et nousi ©viterons 
ainsi toute occasion dc Iroiasements ft dc rwioonfns inopitidea entre Jys patrouillcs de 
nos deux postes, rencontres qui out donrte lieu autrefois a des mdprise.s iriHnimeiil 
regret tables. 


Vouilloz, &c. 

(Slgud) DELASALLE* 
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I n closure 7 in No. 7ti. 


Major Le Mrsurier to Lieutenant VeietaUr* 

(Confidential.) 

@i r Wul&dr, March 25, 1907. 

I IL1VE thehonour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20tli instant. 
I have noted the content*, and will forward the letter to life Excellency the Governor 
of Sierra Leone for further instructions on the subject 

2. With reference to your remarks on the Angto-Liberian Convention of 1S85, 1 
was under the impression that, by the terms of lho Fra nco Liberian Treaty of the 
Sth December, 1&92, the northern boundary of Liberia was the parallel pacing 
through Tomhikundn (about 0* 4i 8 V latitude north) and reaching to a point about 
140 miles oust of that place, when the boundary runs hi a south-eagerly direction to 
Mount Duna, which is in latitude 1° north. 

3 . 1 agree with you that we must run no risk of our patrols meeting, and will 
Undertake to give you ample notice of my intention to cross the Maftssa, should the 
occasion to do so arise. 

4 . i hevo to thank you for the trouble you have taken to explain to me all the 
details of the situation so clearly. before receiving your letter 1 was unaware that 
the Anglo-1 Jbemn Convention of 1885 still existed. 

With best complimont8 n I hove, &e. 

(Signed) F, LB MESUfllER, Major t Commanding 

Sierra Leone iuttuiian. We fit African 
Frontier Force, 


[16S19.I 


No. 77.. 


Sir Edward Greg to Sir F. tierlie. 

(No, 21 a, Africa.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Mag 9, 1907. 

IN conversation with M. Cam bon to-day I 'again referred to toe question of the 
Liberian frontier, and expressed a hope that the French Government would soon 
settle that frontier in order to avoid the risk of confusion which there must be so long 
as it wm unset tied. That Was our only into re-4 in the matter. 

I am, Ac, 

(Signed) E. GREY. 



U2214J 


Foreign Office to Consul Wallis. 

(No, 13.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 9, 1907. 

I AM directed by Secretory Sir E. Grey io acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatchea Nos. 19 and 20 of the 25th and 27ih March feat in regard to the stops which 
it appears are being taken by the Liberian Government, with a view to the more effective 
occupation, of the country in the interior, especially in the direction of the Franco- 
Sierra Leone frontiers. 

It is almost needless to observe that His Majesty's Government would welcome 
any serious and well-considered step which the Liberian Government might decide to 
toko with this object, and they would in particular he glad to End tout the Liberian 
forces dispatched up country were sufficiently strong to permit of the withdrawal of the 
British troops which are at present, at a heavy cost to Sierra Leone funds, occupying 
certain districts of Liberia in the neighbourhood of that Colony* 

Hie Majesty’s Government cannot, however, conceal from toeniKclves dint toe 
appearance on the scene cl such a force as that which would seem to have been 
sopt up, at once ill-disciplined, ill-armed,and without any white officer, must inevitably 
lie:; source of embarrassment and i langur, not only to Hfe Majesty's troops, the natives, 
and the Liberian Government itself, but to the French Government who at die special 
request of Uis Majesty s Government arc now engaged in withdrawing the troops 
behind their own frontier. 

You should make a representation in this sense to the Liberian Government, and 


ft «**•,’*“ «™ «t hm & th. 

*•“ ** •" *• kind 

l jUD t &C. 

_ {Sisnwl) ERIC BARRINGTON. 


I!2971 l No. 73. 

Sir h'tlward Grif In M. Omirtn. 

If our Excellency . 

to ZtZriy"” ISjftS ° f Sw dUSLr 
drawn to the raids which Ind ^ V iJ L ' y AU " uJS falsely b Government was 

SwSS”S onl ~^£<Rend St SfafaST 5 ” 
wnaont having been obSined ** “ ,attor ' 30,1 tteir 

o^iTthe h fttf 4 , to W <WfaU. to tamtam 

MW Gr,vr ra ™nt. S.-"""* *» “* 

attompl, on the pert of the Chief Knfuro to Wit l.imtlf ° X1 «**“**“r 

derive o° H?,ZL^’ to **“ QoTemmen,. With every 

not bMTCnlTpZt.K Td! J S rr“ ?el,t ? ! s,tbdm ' v *“« '™P*. it be » £ 

countries, lint hoe not vet been mjQed 1 ^ ^ thfi Kepwatatat,™* 0 f b,,tb 

the s.s'ssssrr: ^,x‘Sf,b 

Govemtaent would hive to W obtain"} to Arir S?« in".'" 

oxchungo to receive an assurance that whaniwr the I' t’ n t i ■ w ?^d be glad id 
be delimited, they shall in bkc n ^ ™ 1 ( ^ki]>enan frontier comes to 

coneecrates the arrangement ccciu? a copy of the document which 

I liavo, &c, 

__ (Signed) E. GREY, 


1 1541 ^J 80. 

Sir if. Johnston to Foreign Office*—(Retched May U,) 

Eonr Clarke* 1S ’ mjfho P^^ Street Within, London, 

uHi* ^ hi®'iw’Ztribution lm 

the Cable Company [ h na 1 iK W ‘T^ W \ >iak \ ttJwan ^ the subsidy for 

Nf» db'BnfaSfBrflfe W’Afriea!' 11 ” 4 '" Mo “ ot * Boollll S 

of Livarpod a*»S 7 ’] !!fW,i c ‘?''°f sla K »“o <* t«o nsprescntativ., 

to the ehaiel.ok of CW It Z Of m ^ 7W ^ to write 

Director of iTT^rL 

I tbo HL .bt"‘if I t i f "'i/sii' S a,l, . ln . t raUicai1 ™moI sulisidy for fifteen venr, 

Trimaury ft ,S h r k f* *J* H JtotoULt ««.. onll <1. 

other citribotioLe U ffl ^ 71, “ ,J ! F r . «*«- . 

wonld tbeo W to find nothing Slt^g 






..Wantage. to the Cable Company. Of eoonfc if it was ***** on .<*"*'** 
n«MMa»,I would endeavour to arrange some contribution, 06 

SSn?Companies, l«t, a. we have already made such * 

without as vetoettim; any profitable return, and as thedisposal of on* capitni u 
r ither dbatlv Eviocateti I aan not mixiouB to participate in liua upti»trawtecl expenditure, 

fading, A abwlutaly «« »£- *£%£ 
the 1,0001. annually for fifteen yearn. Surely Mueibtster and Uverpwl, wiu> mere 
u'imuilie West African commerce, ought tu make up a coninbul ieu e *' y - , . 
fl£S then you would ta.b £> ebgt.larly jtaM-yfe £ 
relievo the Treasury of one-half of its promised contribution. Hut we dare not .o u 

on either Liverpool or Manchester. TouI8 siM o TC i ? , 

(Signed) H. ‘0, JOHNSTON. 

PS—Of course, if neither Jones nor any oilier firm in llic north contributed a 
™, v » this cable, and it still lacked 200L a year to go through. I would apply to the 
IfiberUm Govoxnmont and to Erhuger for permission to guarantee tlm out of ho 
UK) txxil ■ but this would mean deflecting a good deal of money from the road-making. 
TA,£2m*li™ Urn present atibon the Liberian Uovoriummt. :mdt when 
that Government was more prosperous, they could increase there su bail ; > - ■ 

t | ms rflliHVQ their rcud-makb]g doporLflicrnt (as we arc, practically) Ult cimrgo. 

a day or two, a number of photographs tu M 

xbh road. ^ H. & 
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No. 8L 

foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


^ Foreign Office, May 13,- 1907* 

frJSia^2»5saSwsusSa »• w 

frona^tbat pW^ fc ^ fc* Sir E. <3«y concurs in this course of action. 

J. 3l1‘[] 1 &C. 

(S igned) ERIC BARRINGTON, 


[14992] 


No, 82. 


Foreign Office to Cahtdai Office. 


Foreign Office , May 15, 1907. 

8lr ’ f AM direr ukI by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt vtjonr 
letter of the 6th instant respecting a proposal mode by the Acting Governor of Sierra 
Cie L the tmalr of a£££ ot'lil"™ to Siena Leone, anl for a readjustment 

□f the frontier according to grograplueal tentnr^ Tirr>n „_ to addres * 

Sir Edward Grey concur m the reply which the Eavlof Elgin proper. to mun 

to the Acting Governor on the subject, 

i nm. <HCr 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON, 


[16578] 


No, 83. 


CofcmW Office to Foreign Offim,~-{Rtceiited May 21.) 


Downiny Street, May IS, IOOi. 

iT * f AM directed bv the Ear! of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
, 1.0 » %i 3 Zr» copy of .Vtatab ,0 Bin M^aaty'a donaol at Monrovia. 


[158371 


No. 80®. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Combe», May 13, |907, 

Frite^Ia^mbt'lhdibfioeT’T,^' ,l,l ®. n0,t . du . ls , Avrif que k> 
10 AoOt, 1889, d J « ftaprentott Anglo-Pmntaile du 

neulres de Irt Hiviere Tniioe rfii'vnkir.jt.r "pp ' - 8 P ernm dragage dans lea raux 
la Cute d'Ivoire el do L C6te ( rt£ ** a ‘ l C0ns6Iltament fIe * Gouveriwure de 

point 1 !,oS StoSfc ifir* T l ' a r rdd “ •<•»* Goiivernement, » <* 

W2 Affair^ VSSSStS&tm^u CuX,e | le - 

"““tant k consmcmont du (SouvcrSw &is ” '» no(B 

Le 13 Mai , 1907, 
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Inchmre in No, 82*. 

Lieutenant-Commanrirr MacLenn to Admiralty , 

(Extract) " Ditmrf," at Sierra Leone, April 20, 1907, 

™>J EtfStfl mZ :- report that ““ mj letter of t5le S4th ^ ™J — 

on ll^30th ierm Le<>ne 28th Ma " h A ' U -' P roceeJ od to Monrovia, arriving there daylight 

»h«.i t L. C0 ™ I ^ n7 wiai , f4ia . B j itsrl , nic , Majesty's Consol, called on President Barclay 
nhose [lermtsaion waa obtained to land armed parties if it were found necessary whilst 
g* 0 Liberian crime, in accordance with inslruetions contained in Admiralty telegram 

Customs, o P n r tbe™Le PI,eareti ^ ** *"• t ’ kine >lr ' 0hief «f 

6 ivM SOth March, Consul and Mr. Lamont embarked, weighed, and proceeded to 

W-ii 1, ?}5 *£ d T • tll0Uth - of tte RiTIr Cavally, which forms the bounder? 

Ll1 *™ territory Arriving there a.m. lat April, Consul and 
Mr. Lament landed in surf.boat lent by the Liberian Government for the cruise 
pee-embarkTiig at 4 pa r having had no friction whatever with the natives on shore 
i here is an English trader resident at Cavaliy, 

4 P.M. proceeded to Cape Pul mas, anchoring at that place fr&O p.m. 

0a,k., 2nd instant, I landed in company with Consul and Mr, iimoot, called on 
the Governor of district, and visited ail European resident*, Many complaints were 

0n the of their treatment by the Liberia^ officials a report 

of which is being prepared by the Consul, ^ 

10 A,K„ 3rd April, proceeded to Gwttway, arriving at I SO Pit,; owing to the 
heavy eurf and Sea, it was found impossible to land at this place till the following 
Jn0T1 TrL^ ^ ien ^ <insu lj Lomont, and Hub* Lieutenant Wilson landed in eurf-boat * 
+k . i* 9 n h ^fr 9t ^ proclaimed ft port of entry by the Heptiblic, and it h hoped 
that the result will be a considerable increase in customs revenue ■ as At present l have 
been informed, smuggling of both arms and rum goes on wholesale from this iwrt un to 
Cc^ Town in spite of th|i proposed customs station, I cun quite certain that this illicit 
traffic in arms and liquor will not he stopped by its means, a small steamer or gun-boat 
being absolutely necessary for this purpose * 

[17?8) 3 AO 
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1 omitted to mention tint on the Slat f M> whilst off Coss Town, *u t rente 
for C&vally,, a largo merchant Htcamer was observed about 3 miles ahead, stopped ; she 
had all her lights on and had a bright light down by her water-line, for the purpose, 
believe of loading a boat; she remained stationary for about a quarter of an hour and 
by that time we were about a mils and a-half away from her, when she suddenly steamed 
away full speed, no doubt hiving caught sight of our white paint; having atearo tor 
B knots only 3 was unable to follow her, so played a search-light oti her to try and 
discover her name, but owing to the distance this was Sound impossible* 

I then proceeded to look for the boat which i thought she had loaded, but did not 

fiDd The natives along this coast are amply supplied with modern arms and ammunition 
by means of this illicit traffic, a declaration to thin effect being made before the Consul 

It‘45 a.sl, 4tin, proceeded to Grand Eteeters, arriving at that pl*ee 3 p.m. A 
canoe coming off to the ship, a message was sent ashore to the loan! king to inform him 

that we would pay him a rialt the next morning, , , , A 

B-30 A M,, the 5th April, landed in company with Consul and Mr. Lament, and held 
interview with King. A report of the proceedings at the interview is being forwarded 
by the Consul i 'therefore only touch on the general trend (d the conversation, _ 
The natives of tbb place are remarkably intelligent, almost every a du It speak mg 
English, they all evinced ft strong desire to become British subject, and freely expressed 
their antipathy towards the Liberians, saying iMt they never knew thuir country 
in Liberia before, and that no Liberians had ever visited that country, and they could 
not understand how it was that people who laid claim to their country never visited it, 

or even sent for their Chiefs. , . , , * A 

On the question of owning a Liberian customs station there being raised there 
were marked signs of disapproval on all the lace* of the people assembled, numbering 
about 500 or (100, and on being ftsked what their views on the subject were, they 
answered unanimously that if the King of England told them to pay him taxes they 
would do so, but they did not see why they should pay taxes to tbe Libcrums, of "horn 

they of several of the Headman, portraits of the Royal Family were 

conspicuous, the natives Uking a keen delight in pointing these out to ns, 

Durin^ the time we were on shore, two of Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co, a at«amcrs 
arrived one anchored and was boarded, and found to be engaging boys for service on the 
coast. It was ascertained from her that the other steamer had called Co discharge bojs 

U Grand Skaters is not a port of entry, the presence ef these ships i* C0 ? fa *JJ 
to the laws of the Liberian Republic, and Mr* Lamont, I believe, ift taking steps m tbe 

"“‘Tt'.ppmni to have been the custom for man, jeers for British merchant-ships to 
call at Grand Sestets and Cess Town to engage and discharge then Krom aon, who«™ 
undoubtedly tbe best of their kind obtainable on tbe coast, and no attempt has hitherto 
been made'cm the part of the Liberian Government to check this* 

At2 F,M- on the 5th instant proceeded to Cess Town, arriving there at ± iOj.M. i a 
message was sent ashore by canoe to call in the local Chiefs (*ho p wc were informed, 

were away in the bush) to attend n meeting nest morning. 

At B A.S*, bth, Consul and Mr. Lamont landed and held a meeting) accent panted 

byLwoteMn^Behua^^ stated at the interview that if the Liberiut. flag was 

hoisted there tlicy would break it, and that if the Liberians came there they would 
drive them out; they also staled that they were well armed with modern rifles a d 
prepared to carry out their threat; also that the only people they would obey were the 

ntl A Yul! report of the proceedings here is being prepared by the Consul. 

2 F.31., weighed and preceded to Nutma kru, arriving at that placr *>. l j 

7th April. Consul and Mr* Lamont landed with Stib-Lieutenant Wilson, 
rejoin harking again at 5 15 P.if. This is a port of entry for Liberia, and a customs station 

is cBtabHshe^^h;^ ^ district appear to be quiet, tliough they informed m that inter- 

tribal warfare wan going on 15 miles away* 

There is a German factory at this port. . * 

(5 A m 8th April, proceeded to Sinn, arriving there at 9*15 A.a,; this is also » port 



■of entry, and a customs station is established there. Consul and 
K) A.M-, accompanied by Sub-Lieutenant Wilson, re-emb&rkiiig at 
fi 9th r proceeded with Consul in steam-boat to villa; 

reluming next morning at & a.m. ! 

10 45 a,m., 10th, weighed and proceeded to Cestea River a 
6 f*sj. i4ame day. * 

9 a,M„ Uth April; Consul and Mr, Lament landed and h 
Cfliefo, rc-embarking at 10 45 A.ir, 

1T3Q A-M. proceeded to Grand Ussaa, arriving there at 5 p.st. 
y A,M+, 12th April, Causal and Mr. fosmont lauded re 
3*30 p.it. 

A J 5 weighed and proceeded to Monrovia, arriving 
(13th April). Consul and Mr* Lamont communicated with the sh* 
15th, weighed and proceeded io Cape Meant, arriving 
1 f.m. Consul and Mr. Lament landed, Consul teem b 
Mr Lament remaining ashore with the intention of re forum m 
mail steamer, ® 


fS A.it, lCthp weighed and proceeded. 

Islands for^btfiught.'*^ riflc *"“*“• ft,>m * Ii S' 1119 ™ i off Banana 

Daylight, 18th, weighed and proceeded to Sierra Leone, mooring ahin at ■) a « 
wa 8 d“hd n,, '' miCa,,,1S ' :tr “ i ' 1 inrorn,!,tb11 be ** by wire, telegram jjo. 7 

t0 ‘ bc ‘"““SSling »f arms on the Liberian coast, I have the honour 
to submit that on any future oecaamn when “ Dwarf” is visiting this coast I maybe 
g.ven instructions as to what procedure [ ought to take, if any, in the matter. 
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instructing him to xu ga &e Liberian Government to withdraw without delay the troops 
whjch are at piesent m the neighbourhood of the north-weal frontier of Liberia F 
. ,, ta * "Bspateb has been communicated to the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone 
™ 5j? deep;atch of which a copy te inclosed; and, as reference was made to the 

tbe tr r ch trw P fl ^ od ^ citing Franco-Libcrian 
frontier, of which no definite confirmation appears to have been received, lord Elgin 
has judged it advisable, as will be observed, to instruct the Acting Governor to make 

“bSTh^i^"dl^ 0ae ‘ IOOPB and to W informati™ 

oeMaion to transmit herewith, for the information of Secretary Sir 
Edward Grey, copies of two despatches recently received from Sierra Leone on the 
F f v h? r epCfr ^ d between a small detachment of Liberians and certain 
?*** k* ° f a %P d looting by the Liberian soldiers. A copy of the 

thf^cTof 0f waa iacIosed ia th »*5? *«■ 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) IL BERTRAM COX, 


Inclomire 1 m No. SA 

h 

The Earl of Elgin to the Officer Administering the Government of Sierra Leone 
(Confidential) 

¥ TT’i’Vn? A i * Downing Street, Afoy ] 7, 15HJ7. 

t h0 -T fcovou with reference to previous correspondence 
° pps’f^n '-J siffitia's on the Angto-Libemn frontier, the accompanying 

ConJnt mE**- WhjCb h ? b T add ^ 5Kj *** ** foreign Office to S lljdtfl 

^ «*• iiberiaiL Government to withdraw 
O. f k- ™ opa ' v ~ h “? at F r<JH * nt “1 the neighbourhood of the British 

of S^Ne 9 p a tehi 0M ? t,Tl AUf tb0 movt ' mt!Ul " whm y° u havo '“ ad * the subject 

0ba ? rv '? £ at > ^ Office despatch reference is made to the 

fr^t fr ^H b r d ^ l ° f th ° Fw ® Cil t0 ^ fartKt - r Bide of the Fnrnco-Liberiun 
SSJ..V IT 7 qUU&t T t0 ? ! t ke mtJuiry '■egerding the movement of these 

ohSin' d 1 1 bflV0> wltbout de %» an y m formation that you may be able to 

I am, die, 

(Signed) ELGIN. 


Inclositre 2 in No. 83. 

Acting Governor H addon Smith to the Earl of Elgin, 
lto°T^ ntiab ^ Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

to rri , ^rt?bo! nUat, °?* < ? dc&mch of the 28th March, I have the honour 

£dTh,X™ 1 reFor,od kiUGd “ L K,)1U<|1 ' w « “ww- 

J.r„nf;,„ L F^!f a 1 t J" In ' ,X , b f 0 ilfomreil the Officer Commanding the West African 
f rontier Force sit K&ure L&huo, that Chief Kongo is coming to Kauro Lahun in see 
him and ]8 bringing his aul^Chiof Baooia with him. 8 

L]e ^oant Lomas threatened to attack Koindu, I have thought il advisable 
to addr^s a letter, a copy of which I attach, to the Bril isk Consul m No^ovia 

l. Lieutenant Lontax has tjeen delayed at Kanre Lahun owing to want of 

Eiberian 11 I?^W ?1I ?' m ii JO0 i i A ^ Ucati .°P has ^een made to me by the Resident of the 
t X U? £□«,«? in3 7lf I O " r ^ mid provisions to pass through this Colony 

o Mr. Lomas, aq,d I have acceded to the President's request. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. B. 11 ADDON SMITH. 


[1778] 
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In do sure 3 in No, 83, 
Mr. Evelyn to Consul Wallis. 



(Confidential) Colonial Secretary's Office, ifrwtawit, 

fc r , * Sierra Leone, April 20i 1907. 

I HAVE tho honour,, by direction of the Acting Governor* to forward you herewith 
copit'K of the correspondence whitli has taken place on the subject of i he attack by 
Kissis on some Liberians at Koindtn 

2, His Excellency thicks it le advisable that you should urge on tfie President of 
the Liberian Republic the necessity of pointing out to Lieutenant Lomax the desirability 
of not attacking Koiodu t aa it Eum^t be !>onie in rniud that the people of tht» town are 
not sufficiently acquainted with the wavs of administration of Lne Liberian Gov eminent, 
nnd that it is also questionable whether Lieutenant J.oroa* was within his rights in 
sending an armed force to collect a debt for a British subject, 

3. Ob EicflheneV has further directed me to add, that as the prisoners have now 
bfyan relcaseth it will be Bufficient* in bis opinion, if the Chief of Koindu wns warned 


as to hie future! behaviour. 


I havQ T Ac* 

(Signed) E. E. EVELYN, Acting Colonial Secretary. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 83. 

Acting Governor Hadden Smith to the Earl of Elgin. 

(Confidential.) Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leone „ 

My Lord, 4prii £3, 1907, 

AS I have received complaints of looting and ill-treat mem of natives over the 
frontier bv the Liberian soldiers under command of Lieutenant Lomax, I have thought 
it desirable to have a letter addressed to the British Consul at Monrovia, copy of which 
I attach- 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G, B, II AD DON SMITH. 


Incloettre 5 in No, 83. 

Mr, Evelyn to Consul Wallis. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Freetown, 

Sir, Sierra Leonty April 20, 1907. 

3 HAVE the honour, by direction of the Acting Governor, to forward herewith she 
attached copies of letters on tin 1 subject of looting by Lieutenant Lomax’ men in ihe 
neighliourhocHi of Kanre Dublin, and to ask you to bo so good as to take step* to bring 
the matter to- the notice of the President of the Liberian Republic, and to urge on the 
President the necessity of sending up such instructions to Lionlomuit Lomax that he 
will take string oat measure* te prevent bin- troops from looting, and in this way 
disturbing the country on our eastern frontier, 

2. Ilia Excellency h aware that the part of the country' in which these small 
detachments of Liberian troops are employed belong* to the Liberian Republic, 
at the same time it must not be lost sight of Uisil we arc policing at the request of the 
Liberian Government a part of their country, consequently if any portion of the frontier 
becomes disturbed our difficulties are considerably increased. 

3. His Excellency ha*, aa an act of friendship to the Liberian Republic, given 

E jrmi&sion for arms and ammunition to pass through this Colony for the xnm of 
teuton ant Lomax* detachment, but miles* the mon kinder command of this officer arc 
kept under proper control. Ilia Excellency would be compelled, although reluctantly, to 
withdraw the permission already granted. ■ 

1 have Ac. 

(Sigued) E. E, EVELYN, Acting Colonial Secretary. 




n 



In closure 6 in No, 83* 


<\ f ttjor Le Memricr to Mr. Evelyn. 

^Confidential.) w t „„ 

r .J' A 'l E , tjl f 1 ”? our to fr.rwarcl herewith a report from Captiun Bontl who 
rttoi Ily prooeedml to KaareLnbun i» escortepocie toW.ISde. The eoutaateof I'btain 
Sg^jyy g* on ty corroborate the reports that constantly reach me of the Earn 

Itana lw tak^’ta o,,r^ “7 i h !i' s m tUe ao '“*‘V* 1 *™uld most strongly urgethat 

.■ taken to pnt an end to the present very uniMtiefnotary situation winch ],,-.v -n 
any t,me become met serious. should Liontcrmat S' w bi .Im iff 

XSg ° Ver ““*** ^ ^ ™ ti ™ s in '^ ; “ ™ are Sing an,I 

(Sjgwd) F. N. T;E HESURIER, Major, 

Officer Commanding Sierra Leone Battalion r IV.A.F.F. 


Inelosure 7 in No. 83* 

Captain Bond to Major Le hfeturier, 

UKSXr *“ 1 ™e on the Kite's at 
eohlicrsTt’ «* ° f iU - tre! * tm<!nt rf “■** * Liberian 

thev Tir l°“ 1Bra , are . 5 «“ l <•“» »' forties from Kaare Lnhun to collect debts, sad 
they take fowl and nee from the people without paying for Lh.tn ,C n„K 

figjljjSg* Wlt *' *« *im Of collecting their private debt,, anti go out amiet! 

dish, AW S 1!im f iuf r, r " le,i m T c , tb * t tl,C5B soldiers are continually plundering and 
disturb".o h,g eoantry. II ts son Johnny was beaten a, Kanre I ah,,,, a tew days Wore 

Johnny*! Lieutenant Lomax heard the case an,I Awarded 

no * *“ paiti ' Tben [ left ^ 

leavinn ,0 Ku^S nl Lh..u h0 tar 0 ° f Lieutenant Lomu* and his men 

Morris LtJUU ‘ for Bs,kd “- 1Iu rtatai that he is waiting for rifles fron, 

(Signed) If. H. BOND, Captain, 

Adjutant, Sima Leone HattalUm, tP.A.F.F. 


[ 16787 ] 


(No. 21.) 
(Tclegrat 


NQl 

Co ns ul Wallis Co Sir Edward Grey.^ (Received May 23.) 


1 k §U&BQAT P for Liberia Monrovia, May 11, 1907. 

g 

iiilicnan Gdvermneut agree tu— 

1. Bay dou'n whole cost of passage out, 

2. Pay annual instalments of 1,000/, for cost of vessel 
J, lay for carriage of Hotchkiss irnn* 

k 1 1 [sure vessel and pay for cost of insumneo. 

l uwiu inform me by cable of cost of insurance and of cirriasreof Ilotclitbs .»n T s 
Am sending despatch on subject by next mail * 1 ilotehttos suna* 










[18789] No ' * 5 ’ 

Consul fVain, In Sir Zdvard Grey.- (Received Huy 25.) ^ 

(No. ( Afw ^8j 1907- 

of «** Constitution have been carried. and Prosidcnt Barelny 

lias been racketed for fr.ur yean*. 


[16897] - Ko - 8G - 

Post Offiee to Fbr«J» Office .—(Received .'fay “' } 

Gennat Post Office, May 23, 1007. 

Ikar Jjnvfy Trp'isurv vour official letter of the Stb instant 

„ fflt, T~“'^Sg £. 'JK’S. SK* 

‘t- * *&*■? 'strsajss 

sisSs .jissu— -« a^ja'BEfsBt'sasa 

of the traffic, that is to say, a subsidy « W*”; S’ undertake 

the parties who wilt may in short of 

S.TS JtSoK .Btf SsWffiB SB C W v-r* “ 

ffi &ee m obiectioo to our making inquiry of the 
Company on any potato regard to wind, wo ’ 

(Signed) It. J* MAtliilY. 


[16787] No - S7 ' 

Sir Edward Grey to Consul Wallis, 

(Nt> 13.) Foreign Office, May 24, 1007. 

(Telegraphic,) i J . J 

GUN-BOAT for Lilwna. 

\ our telegmn No. 21. wenisf-’tln" the east of injuring the 

Inquiries are being made by the Adiuira L -P . ® , lonj Ollieers 

-J Wcrriw of the Hotohkiss gun* and ammunition » be 120/ Olteep 

*&■*«*£ the Admiralty. Siberian Gove™m<tol *iU have to pay Itar 

passage to Bermuda, where thev will take over the Alert. . 

What arrangement do the Liberian Government propose for opening credit lit 

f ° r 'TdmLT»Lh ? H to be clearly understood that Liberian Government are to 
provide crew to take the vessel from Bermuda to Monrovia. 


[12973] Ka 881 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(No. 24. Africa.) ***, Office, May 24, 1907. 

’ l TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of a letter horn the Colonial 
Office respectin' she portion of affairs in the western pari ot him mi. „ * 

Ymir Kxe dlrner will obtorW that the principal disturbing element m those 
parts is the hostile and refractory attitude adopted by Chug Ihunui. ,_Lleut.i..i.. i 
Dclasnllv, commanding the French troops to the 

Donna, and it asw-rlrd V that officer that he would no r 

Alai or le Mesurier, the Oflicis Commanding the bierra L«me Battehon, now reports 
D a thta punishment has not been attended with the expected 

seme importance to Oliief Uonnn receiving a more effectual punishment nt the Hands 
of the British force, 


No, i7 + 


I concur with Lonl Elgin in thinking that Major Je Mesurier'a nrmxwd s hnn\A k* 
adoptol. iiiul inetrucitionA will accordingly be sent, to that officer. P - 

, . r n I^} UBSt tlm r°4 " [l3 bri ?% Ui the knowledge of the French Government the 
facts of he ease, and inform them of the course which His Maicsty'a Government 
propose to adopt in order to bring Chief Domin to reason. J Government 

I am. Ac. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[12973] No, 89, 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office , 

sit 

JettJ SeCretarT 8 “Edw»ra Grey to acknowledge the radipt of^your 

lUterof the 20tb ultimo, respecting the petition, of affair in tJ.u wester i nJf ,,r 

iic ™ cure ia the prop °" 11 *^'«3Si5S * 

Jjr Edward Grey* however, is of opinion that the matter should be exoteined to 
to f«™ Cti0n8 *° ttat being sent to 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) ERIC BAERINGTGN, 


[16996] No, SK). 

Volonud Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 2b.) 

th 1MH tbe ®“ l 0f Elf i in t0 •^wtadSTtlu- iwript of ""your letter of 

tilt. 16th Hand], and to request you to inform Secretary Sir li. Grev that Lio Lordshin 
ins bad under his consideration the suggestion that an exchange might lie elected 

Jlebl'ides* l,S C0 “" tl7 a " d I ’ l * nC8 of f'b'bts in the Gambia and the New 

V,, , 2 'i Ur f "?** th »l the suggestion does not come from the French Govern, 
ment direct, lint la tlm result <>1 a conversation between 11 is Majesty's Consul al 
itnkar and the Governor-General of French Wes, Africa. ] la J would obaor™ 
gt ruruJU that, from the political standpoint, Itis MajestvV Government vnaxua t 

^rn!-J nll> v ap ' jn ^ U> ^l 1 or ^^chauge a liritiab Cobny, and th.it, if the 

aniI niisrupresontation wMeh would be aroused by r<ndi a proposal 

«iiw b K f T Cd ’ l ' ! e 1 l ir ° I l ri< - , ;V (,f tb ? tr ™imvliQR and the value of the ctnisiil^riidiln r ivi' T i 
mu, he toimd lcgiWte orititism md the dipJemt^ 

must be dear and well Joined His Lord^tup thinks, therefore, that ft may be useful 

wit hrJSrfl ^ Ih;!t im. made to the pLt 

tu regam to the Gambia and to the present portion of the Colony 

a. On throe pwvioiu oomiona (in j 365M87U, in 1*1$, and iu 1903-100 i) it has 
11 tc} ccti ^- t ic Gattiliia te I’ninoe, In 1 S? 0 P when the Froueo-Gertmui 

war ^nsi'd the negotiations to bo broken off, Mr. Giadetenc, who wa. thru“ 
Mijnster, ivtts ^impeUed by tho opposition aroused to viy in tlm Uouhq of Commons 
tlait fhei^ never bad lieeu the slightest iutentbu of taking anr lie^ecdin^ of the 
kind without the consent of Parliament - The negOtktS 
when Mr. Disracdl was Priuie Mtoistor. and an arSmgement^ Z 
winch, to return tor ttoxKMon of the Gambia to Fraime, Great Britato would hive 
iihtoiiuii an engagement nn the part of the French Government not to interfere on 
re.) I'ortitm ..1 the coast from the Pongoa River (north of Sierra Leone) to (he 
in I *, hl i. T,r ; , P <,S! ? 1, fmwever, again mot with considerable opposition to E^rtoi- 
Dtoi .SSu Si f ‘ “'i 1 ' 1 ™ at >f missionaries, and the negotialions were abandoned. In 
IJtU-lJO* the cession of the Gambia was proposed by the French as pari of the 
they demanded in return for giving up their riglils to Newfound, 
riifi ’ l ( ^® n * do ™ e > however, informad the French Ambassador on Iho 2Eth June, 

1J04, that he and his colleagues "bad come to the conclusion that it would he 
ILffij 2 g 











n 

as 

impossible to defend the abandonment of an old British Colony which had been 
British long before the French had occupied the surrounding country," 

-i. The present position of the Gambia may ho &umamraed aa follows:-— 

The area of the Colony and Protectorate is about 1,000 square miles, and the 
population is estimated at 162,000, of whom about 300 are white. The trade in 1900 

was— 

£ 

Imp.rta .. *. .. .. ** . * 447,457 

Etporto + * r * ,* .* x 426 p &78 

Tot*. 

Shipping in ind Mt i, « . .4 ,4 4 4 -- -10-1 h s I a 

The revenue and expenditure in 1006 wore ;— 

KdVt'UUf 4 . 44 4 4 P- -4 -4 44 

Eifwndiiurv .. 4, .. 4 4 57*800 

The balance in band fmiountud at the end of 1900 to 86,Xo4l, and there Is no 
pubHe debt. There is an excellent harbour with deep water ai all times But these 
figures do not represent the whole value of the Gambia to Greet Britain, The 
retention of the Gambia is of importance to British lmile, because the Colony is like a 
wedge driven into the adjacent French Colonics ; and so long as we huld this wedge 
and levy small duties it will be almost impossible for the French to levy excessive 
differential duties in the adjacent territories. It the Gambia were given up, the 
United Kingdom would not only lose the comparatively small trade of the Gambia 
itself, but would run the risk of having the much larger Senegal trade closed to 
British manufacture by prohibitive duties, as the trade of Algeria and Madagascar 
has been. 

5. It is possible that carefully drawn fiscal stipulations might to some extent 
safeguard the trade interests of ibis country, in the event of the Gambia being given 
up; but such stipulations would do nothing for the native in Labi touts of the Colony, 
These people have Iwcn encouraged to place themselves under our protection, and the 
mud important Chief of all, Musa Moltuh, whose extradition was, a few yearn ago, 
demanded by the French, has been told that Im will not be given up. It would be 
impossible* therefore, in Lord Elgin’s opinion* to contemplate the cession of the 
Gam Ida without providing ample safeguards for the rights and position of the native 
inhabitants, 

6. Having regard to these considerations. Lord Elgin is of opinion, as at present 
advised, that the elements for making an arrangement which would he both equitable 
and cabbie of defence in Parliament are lacking, and he would deprecate any 
encouragement being given at present to the suggestion put forward by the Governor- 
General of French Wart Africa 

I am* tA-o, 

(Signed) IL W. JUST. 


[17005] No, 91, 

The Liberum Development CQntpany to Foreign Office ,—(Leftired May 25.) 

Dear Sir, IS,, Rixhopsgate Street Within , London, May 24, 1907, 

I HAVE been asked by the Managing Director of ray two Liberian Companies 
tn transmit tbo inclosed letter to you for your information. Sir Harry -Tobnuion 
thinks it as well to place on record the attitude of the Liverpool Chatnlwr of Commerce 
towanls the attempt to establish direct telegraphic communication by a British cable 
between the United Kingdom and Liberia, 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E, C. MYEJNG, Secretary, 


99 


«7 


Inclosure in No, 91, 

Lw'rpovt Cornier »/ Ommtnx lo tk' Lite*™ Company, 

Dffiir Sir, „ , 

I AM directed ta Inform you that ot A% * ^° 7 
between Monrovia and Sicrn. r>*nnrt wna as L , ) 1JJS tent re proposed cable 

AMsm Trade S«C ^ S ? *» C*L»\to> of tfa 

•wSKStysf jgft r,r B£— “■ *««. w 

Yours faithfully, 

__ THOMAS H. BARKER, Secr'tnry. 


[10897] 


No, 92, 

Foreign Office to Post Office, 


Dear Mr. Mackay, 

LAW has eent me your letter of ycetenlav ahnn* ?^ r ^ 13974 

Monrovia. - Jr fthout telegraphic communication with 

cb*4!L Pre, ° n ‘ f ‘ mir,!{ ™ e,lt btca m "«1> them as to the rates to be 
th(‘ (Up^. o“S“^i7± , r ■ TOttr W"*"** direct wit), 

I mrn B fa , « Z&£BS^Sg£gj£L^ 

I nm h &c. 

__ (Signed) ERIO BAHBINGTON. 


[17200] No . 9j 

Cansul ll> s " Edxard Grey.—(Rwfejtf u„ y 37 j 

23, Confidential.) 

I HAVE the honour to renort tW th- * . Monrovia, April 23, 1907. 

Monrovia on the BOH, ultimo tart h o nnlS f te C ' * K ahjp n , Dwarf ” oalled at 
coagt* as previously arranged. P conveying me down the Liberian 

reports t^haTc^hS’me LoTU" S t t ulb ** 10 1,13 veriol '» 
G-ebo, an< ] other tribes towe^X f° ‘ ho D attlt “^ «* ‘be Kru, Bm», 

the administration as i'sp.-ci;illv affecting th- itSAw r ^ |JublL '- -'' ls o t!l c state of 
and whether British Settlement.) 

Government. J “ r c0,lld be a^orded iirotcetion bj- tlie LiberituI 

beingart^l^'^t^o^S “ 3 - 

limited European uontrol; and u hetlii r il„, ,tiA Ji* 0S l lec J. l ’ d to attain under such a 
tion could be 1 checked under Iho naw ^t^. ^ 4 s " lug = 1,11 = uf “»» amniuni. 

|x«is of ont£r« ™ b •' Kl tbo 

Sr ,ipo, ‘ thL< «-s toft t$s ZyT%oZ t: 

the ta ** the hostile attitude of 

although unbacked by foreMo obtain ^1" ^ ^ Cnt voudit p ll > managed, 
task of reform would be considerably lightened- attlon & thL ' aborigines, the 

native^Lament toll? 1 * 1 ^ ll0stilit ? rflad 

various reports gave me reason to pjrmvt Tn V 'P™ pronounced than the 

h 11 t0 eS ^ ct i and 1 that the condition of things 














WDBftJly «b so nnsntisfaetory tint I hava linen compelled 

Majesty's Government ew luivo a mol knowledge or Ike true state of afiiui* ns they 

^fc&SSBftBi the Ctouwd* of the “ Dwarf," it 

we should proceed at once to the southward, and from there work upward* from ki 

CavallMo^^MmtnU ^ y RM OI) the 30th ultimo, arriving at Half 

CaralLa on the 1st instant. l 

During the journey south the following incident occurred.— t . 

On till evening of the Slat, white passing the Kru country off iiccauimiy >■ 

^.SbUn. It nppeared ns-if tkero w* a h^t ekmgside. 
ind it was snceeitei that the Tassel cnuM he there for no legitimate purpooe. It «w 
deeided therefore, that, ns the itcnmer lay in onr immeilmtu ntsirsr, »t sliimld ffl PF' > ‘“||j 
lier anil ascertain her ™mc and d-tmation Whoa we get to wit m, about th*£ 
quarter* of iHnile of the vessel, she appanmtty recogmr.e.1 that wo » r 1 ;; 

and made nif ss quickly as possible to the northward. I lie searchlight was “I “ 
hot the vessll being faster than the “ Dwarf,” she very q a.eklvontat earned 
and we were unable to ascertain her nationality or name; hut Urn Commander 
expressed the opinion that she was a British vessel of the bldor, Domptoa hm . 

It has since been rumoured about that a British steamer had been uurpnwd in 
the act of lauding arms, and hud Viccii chased hy a stun-bout. . . , 

Half CaYulia eonsista of a native town of the Sreha; tribe with an ahenpna 
imputation of some 2,000 to 3,000- Messrs, ft. 1>. M oodin and Co., Untisli 
merchants, have a small (railing store Imre in charge C « tauropean iigcnt. 

They complained to me that they receive no protection here, und that i* 

Liberian control. I held a meeting of the native Chiefs at their^al^nd’(k> ‘s 
expressed their satisfaction at my visit, lhe agent of AtwSM. VVoodm and Co. s 
business nUhis place made a statement before me to the effect that u large qnaulty 
of arms had hern imported into the country, and that a largo number of the natn es 

were in possession of modern rifles, # v . 

I have tlihonour attach n copy of this gentleman s statenn n , 

The next place of call was Cape Palmas, which is a Tuirly large Liberum Settle¬ 
ment containing several Europeaa stores, who do a fair trade m the natural products 

At Capr Palmas the Superintendent of M my land County insides, with whom I 

T received several complaints from British and German tncndiants that ibey 
were the victims of petty-annoyances and peiWCution fromthe Local Govemmctib 
Tht'v stated that they were frequently summoned fur trivial offences, and “iat justice 
fora European was almost impossible' te be obtained, I investigated sonic oi these 
complaints- and found that there was reason tar them. 

There is a disloyal and dangerous Liberian clique here, headed hy a person 
named A .1. Uorocn, who has apparently great antipathy to the white man. 
Mr. Dossen holds the appointment of Associate Judge in the tsjmnly, and lias not a 
good reputation. This ■ refractory clique, which is a political oiyanmation, is in 
opposition to the head-quart it Government at Monrovia T and there ] s fl strong 
tendency upon their part to endeavour In re-establish llic independence of M&ii aui 
countv, which it held during the earlier part ol Liberia's history, 

l" considered that like various complaints received wore suCuciently serious to 
justify mv bringing them to the notice of tho Superintendent of lhe county. 

1 consequently called upon that officer, in company with the t oimnander id is 
Majesty's ship "Dwarf/ 1 and expressed the hope that ho would take the necessary 
steps to prevent this unsatisfactory state of affairs continuing. Hie ^upermtenueu 
expressed bis regret, mul promised to do what was in his power to rectify matters, 

l might mention that the Local Government is very corrupt and unreliable, 
and has no control over the large aboriginal outlying population, consisting almost 

entirely of the pow erful Grebe tribe, . . . _ „ 1 

Having spent the night on shore at Cape 1'almas, I left tin) tallowing day, the 
3rd instant, for Gamwuv, arriving there tho same evening. Owing to the surf being 
su bad, i was imabb to ero^s the bar that dny t but tlicl so the follow utg inortuna- 
This place condete of ten large native towns, which nre under the control of fr.&inpf 
named Urn way* I u spite of ibis place being so close to Capo Palma*, there I* neither 
control nor administration here by the Lihcriau Governmeiit, and the people are 
clamouring for some definite form of government. 
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Tw o days' march towards the interior there is a native war going on between two 
seta nf the Trembo tribe. The dispute has been going on for some little time* in 
spile of halMierirtal attempts made by the Liberian Representatives to settle tha 
matter, who, however, take care to keep at a respectalde distance from the scene of 
operations. 

A little way outside the native towns an American lady missionary is residing* 
who is in charge ol a bcIjooI. T took tlie opportunity of culling upon her, and she 
hidug alone and practically unprotected, 3 offered to render her anv assistance I 
could. [ learned a good deal alxjut this section nf the country frem Hiis Indy, wlm 
stated that the neighbourhood, although rich, wo* being ruined by local diaturbaoees, 
by the inability of the Liberian Government to deal with or control the natives, zmd 
hy the large amount of smuggling which wjls taking place by the steamers which 
frequently pass. 

Ai 12 3«> j-'.m. on the 4tli instant I left Gorswny for Grand Scss, arriving there at 
3 l 30 f.m. on tiie same day. 

This is a most interesting part, of the country. Grand Sess itself consists of a 
group of towns inhabited hy u mixture of the Kru and Orebo tribe*. The population 
is n large one, conaisting of about 10JKK) prapto, wdio consider themselves quite 
independent. ^ 

At ^ jt-H* on the 5th instant I arrival ni this town, accompanied hv the 
C-ommander of Ilis Majesty’s ship '* Dwarf 1 ' and one officer, haring previously 
received a friendly message from the Chief that I, an* British Consul, would receive a 
moat friendly welcome from him and his people. 

U e entered the town under the Bcnitiny of crowds of people, and were received 
with great ceremony by the natives. Before a large concourse of people T held tho 
meeting, having previously introduced the members of our party to the Chief. I 
informed him that the object of my visit was a friendly oue, and that E had come 
for [he [M'rpose of seeing the country in which I was redding. The Chief then 
stilted that it was the wish of in* people and himself that Great Britain should place 
some control over their country. He said that they owed and gave no allegiance to 
tho Liberians, whom they regarded as slaves. He said thru thev would not allpw any 
member of the Liberian Government within their territory and that rather than do 
so they would take up arms, The Chief was supported by the crowds of people bv 
winch we were surrounded, who made loud shouts of approbation, many of them 
brandishing thdr knives and other weapons with which they were ’ armed to 
emphasise their remarks whenever the name of the Liberian * Government was 
mentioned. 

the situation became an awkward one when the presence of Mr Lament was 
announced. 

ilo wan present at this meetings amt lm.fl come for the purpose of endeavourin" 
to make some arrangement with the people here to establish re me sort of Customs 
control m the country, I tried to explain to the Chiefs as taetfulk as possible the 
object of Mr. Lemont- & visit. 1 

My remarks were liateufcd to with great attention by lhe people, and tlie apeakcr 
lrime Minister ) put many pertinent questions both to Mr, Ltunont 
and myaeif ns to tho reason for hi* p^tence tie re, and as to why ho, a white man, was 
working for the Liberian Government* 

When these questions were answered, the Chief and Ms people flatly refused to 
pn\ any ttatics, ilo matter hy whom collected, if theV were to go to the pockets of rbe 
An ictico- Li bemnsL 

™in- TI 'i tf (,1),lfei .^ 1 T e for fHime hours, and the people stated that they would 

willingly pay duties and receive a CoHonm officer in their country if it were for 
Vrrcfit Britain, hut never for Liberia. 

The people were intclljgccL and many of them spoke English Niimbera are 
employed ujH JS i our ^teamcri>, and journey to Liverpool and other Euro&Mii feta. 

1 noticed that their farms were excellent, their towns clean, and that they were 
fully armed, possessing many modern rifle* na well as ammunition 

During this meeting iho Chief, m refusing to show aflogtancr to the Liberian 
Gmcriin ici t( producof 1 a treaty upon the slave question, which n-;w made oil Grand 

. |'A_e 3 -s nn, the --..til March, 1W, hetwuen thi‘ Chiefs of Grand Sestets and His 
Majesty a Government. 

0 The b, J ter hoatilLty khown by these people whenever Hie name of the Liberian 
Govcriiraeat was mcntiomal deterred mo 5mm entmins u,am a diaciBsion upon tlm 

LImSJ 2 [> 






81 

102 

object of Mr. LocidiQtit'n visit, asdl bad quietly to advise that officer to refrain from 
doing io r teeing the temper and attitude of the people. 

f held no brief for the Government of the Republic, although 1 did whatever I 
could to further their cause. But even if I had held such a brief I should have heen 
unable to contradict the outspoken statements of the Kru +< Ministry*" who accused 
thi* Liberians of being aa incapable Government and oue of corruption, and who were 
afraid to enter their (the K>n + &) country. 

To emphasize their remarks a fetish doctor, earning n sword and wearing the 
garb of barbaric Africa, would step into the ring and slash the ground with it, while 
the people shouted their approval, 

I have seen nothing like this before in Africa. 

At this meeting* like the one which followed it* the savage from this interior 
mingled with English -speaking and Englished reesad Xnjs, A number of these had 
served as stewards and seamen on board our steamers, and had journeyed to and fro 
between their country, Liverpool, and other ports in Europe. 

The brother of a respectably dressed cabin steward stood next to the semi-nude 
foti&b man, who was decorated with ju-ju nail the mystic charms of Ins Ix'liel 

The contrast was extraordinary, and demonstrates one of the peculiarities of the 
Kru people. This nice is met with all over the World, serving in Elis Majesty's ships 
and in our mercantile marine. 

Some profess Christianitv, speak good English, and show considerable intelligence, 
but upon return^to their country they lapse hack to barbarism, and become ns depraved 
as their unsophisticated relations h 

Toward* the cod of the meeting the Chief presented the officers of ITis Majesty^ 
ship 11 Dwarf” and myself with one bullock* which he killed and had conveyed on 
hoard the gun-bont in canoes. 

I returned him a suitable present, and I was asked to convey to His. Majesty’s 
Government their high appreciation of our visit and the feeling of loyalty of the Ivru 
tribe® towards the British people. 

On the 6th April I arrived at Sass Town, which is tbs; principal town of thifi 
portion of the Kru stock. 

Like Grand Sesa, the inhabitants an' a mixture of the Kru and Grebe. This 
section of the country consists of groups of large towns close together, and has an 
estimated population of between 15,000 nnd SO,000 people, none of which an , of course* 

Liberians. 

Sass Town* the place vie visited, was the largest native town I have ever seen in 
West Africa, and has a population of at least 8,000 people. Here, again, I found 
that, in spite of the fact that many of the inhabitants liad been to Europe, a large 
portion of the populace appeared wild and savage, 

Fotisb charms and ** medicine” were conspicuous, everywhere* and numbers of 
the people, ati at Grand Seaa* were dressed in the costumes peculiar to pagan 
Africa. 

Not knowing how we should he received by these people, who consider themselves 
independent and recognize no authority over them* it was necessary to enter their 
towns with extreme caution, but having received a friendly message 1 from the Chief 
previously to our landing, I felt little apprehension that the meeting would beany* 
thing except a friendly one. ! entered Stun Town uo-otnpnnied by Lieutenant 
Delius, E + N., of Ills Majesty's ship “ Dwarf,” and Mr, Lament, the Liberian 
Inspector or Customs and Financial Adviser, and we found that seats had already been 
prepared for us. 

As before, I carefully exp hi tned the reasons for my visit* and the Chief and ids 
people appeared very glad to see us. Tlic Chief stated that lie and Ids people 
considered ilium solves independent of the Liberian Government, and that they had a 
rich and populous territory* 

lie said that it hail Immmi their wish for years that they could come under the 
protection of Great Britain, whoso steamers and other vessels had given employment 
to their people for generation*, 

t pointed out to the Chief that his country was within the territories of the 
Republic, and that although the British steamers appreciated the services of their 
labouX* wo could not assume control over their country* 

Immediately the word Liberia was mentioned there wore loud shouts of derision, 
several of the people jumping up and brandishing their knives ; and when 1 reminded 
thorn that they were within the territories of the Republic, there was an uproar. As 
soon its tbo noise had subsided* the Chief told mo through his “speaker n tliat under 
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in their country. 1 P 1; 110 dutl e» Libena nor federate a Liberia offiria i 

In iXliteXtoa 1 , ’"l r ld WBlw “ e °W. officers 
GoverMWQt ' “ w,ll,ll S'y W duties if they were to go to the British 
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Tl!ri'L 6 L l V"‘.. UV ;''! t ° CCUr ' UIh! ™ !1S ® S1 “to would cease to exist 
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the effect that everv mail in It , i. r , 1 1 hat there is a law ir the country to 

and a sufficiency ot ammunition under file nenato’^'f 1 0,10 rific 

they had any of the <0,1 3y‘ “ , “,K > ■ ^ ^ fim ’- 1 ^her 

many of these were received !>ut .... ^ ir:s :ri t _r country, ami they said that 

sent up to the interiors ‘ ,ed * tl,0B1 '“ ^ immediatol, 

toke^Lri|^^^ m h | ac £, e : ** Chief nretonM pc w | th a 5 , lC ep a s a 
returned him a Auitebte nresent 1J T ^ - L 111 ^ British Nubjccte ; aad having 
at Nonna Kru at « 2 '* “ «> e ™* *-»*—*. 

t!.ere or,, one o^twofa^i^ 'toref (OmZ'mfS’OulrtJ ” “ ^ ° f C ““ y * wI “ n! 
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Upon my being aka* to embark.. I »» met by another defutatioo. wke 
uxurctised iludr apprwiation of my visit iu out' of lli* Mojusti -■ filups- . .. 

'Tmsi-i'Tk K Settlement thaw is no control over the abmH Potion, 
sna the local European residents told mo tliat tho Courts were dreadfully wrrupt. 

M l,,;,,. .he load agent of Messrs. Woetmam* 
mforntathT Stent the count,*-, and was most hospiteb e to »to rffcMjj *J 
« Dwarf," He said that outside the town of bico Liberian law did “°‘ T'Tthafthree 
the Got eminent had no power over the large native copula ion. ll»“» . ’ «f 

natives were all armed, and I took some of this gentleman’s remarks don n, « copy ot 

WhiC A^fewteUw to the south a native war is in progress between two sections of the 

KrU OuL following day I made a short journey up the Smo '",^’two otthers 

steam-launch, accompaniedhy Lieutenant and Commander MaeLean and MtWMk 
IriSed n mLul unlive village some in or 12 miles up tins ever, and 1 found tho 
nnnnip iliirro vtirv wild. sind. for fetish purpose^ cbubi Ws, . 

^ i « warrior ” showed us a human hand which he had just cut off from a man ho 
had^llodTa diap r ll“ carried this hand about with him attached to » F« 
string a sort ,5 fetish charm, and admitted to us of having eaten a part > !.« 

victim. He actually began to bite the lingers of this hand in 
ivrru trerv 'dad to ct4 away from this tfruesornfi spectacle and w dd Emrountltii-.&v 

ImLton a* an example, sfiowia* the depraved state of many of 

the a distance of thfoowt £S 

iu the scale, they received us with every token of respect 

various complaints in our earn against the Aamrioo-^bwW ^ ;*%* 
branch of the Bluberri tribe, an off-shoot of the ha a stock I ““ g 1 “ 

number of them were armed with modern rifles. 1 myself ™ l j oj , ' , 

saw and examined Winchesters, Sniders, shot-guns, a i 

found that they all had ammunition i an. when I i cm how they ohtoniU 
these weapons, they staled quite openly that they had im n . /: ^ , r t j. c 
as they requireil from the merchants, from the steamers, aud from other ituls ot me 

'““on the 10th instant i left Greenville, Shoo county, for Tw^hora 

the same evening. It being too lute to 1:..attempt to w« « “ ™ f '*daa®$ 

the following tuorniug, mill found there two European trading-houses and a depot 

tU “ A U Ube n 9 .7 Customs officer collects duties from tho European sto^ but. as in 
other places, dare not do so from tile natives, over winch he lnu> » con - 
natives here seem a very unruly lot, and complaints w ere «£*. ln ^? 
about their Inals heitg seised by the river people. 1 hey «• u hi get i-credit « ■ 

the UtH-riau Government, who had no power to give n. 1 his ulc sp. is an vita 
of ibe state of affaire enisling in many of Ho. other smaller belt emo its. h e 
Liberian Customs officer, of doubtful utility, being the solo Bepresentatnc 
Government, and surrounded by a laigc aboriginal population. 

The tew European traders in il.is place are entirely in the hands of the natives, 
lyhci appear to bu as well armed us in »nv oilier jdaoe. . , ,j t , n l- 

I saw the Chief of .his piece, and pointed out to I..... 8 ,“.^ . “ 

people from seising boats and interfering with trade, lie promised to do 90, «*>»« 
that the whole of hh wens the friend* of Grtyt Britain. tives 

Tin- of (lie liublMT Corpontiba ftt this place m* 1h ‘ J ; 

MT arl 1 days'journey towards tie J alley »( the SMgtti* Bm. » 
wtib ammunition. They arp probably smuggled into the country, cim l 

interior tribes in exchange for produce. , i «,ui, 

The Europeans ulso stated that tow* often occur * mu Ftl ' _ j . T | 

native*, who conn: into tlidr yard* Mly and doimnd f ™ ^ " 

merchant* said linn they were quite unprotected, and that ewnphunnig to he Lihnian 
Government was worse than useless. When a Libcr.au OlUcml WMJ-Jg » 
investigate, no attention was paid to liiu. by the natives, who snapped their Imgus .« 

his F fihortlv after leavinB Ibis place, I received a letter from Mr. York, one of the 
ftabbar lEKpi-elors (eopyliiclosed,, who stated that, in it dispute between the natnes, 
a Chief was killed new the spot 1 stood when atldrqwing the people. , 

On the 1 Itll instant I left lliver Seas for Hucliai.au, toe seat of Government ut 
the county of Grand Bitesa^ wlierc I arrived the tome evening. 
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»to S^X^dSZ^wtio^ in «*P" W ? to ft 8 oapi.al; aud in it 
The Superintendent of tee county rMill P 1 ?* 1 ®- 
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did very quickly, and has ^‘ “ ^ * 

that ifiT^Ste The^rrttt l TT ° f *iCi 1 TOUn,r >- h »to stated 
the Liberians into the sea. U th *? wmild °° me down and drive 

hy tlm"nafive y ilrmte >** 1**» tapwstod 

> '“ l li!1 " n ° l ^ •• A&SftC 

under a mT iZd Tv! "''"‘i" '‘ a< "“ t 

far M to that 5the LiherJ, oSn^i^rSd t to^ 1 “ ^ 

whichw^S^htwe'Jn'^rr 1 lhc j< T^ ^ -«» port, 

mails Indtoitzr^ ^ "f, 1 ^ ,K ' •» to obtain any 

the eoiititry aSt " , " ; ^ ^ 1 *“ Tecciv,!tl h >' the Superintendent of this section of 

P ! 0 " at,vrs ‘ Th,S l™ TcU w ™‘-« it was 

‘Tr a ^Tt ei l,ere to «ttond to customs and other matters. The same 

^''-i'^iii^lst ^ 

ft)is l’ ort 1 haJ to decide whether l should remain at Csj.e 
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Mount and wait for a return steamer to Monrovia* or proceed in the H Dvrarf to 

Sierra Leone. , ,, , * nm 

Thu latter vessel bad not sufficient coal to return with me to Monrovia, amt as 
I mi-ht have had to remain at Cnpc Mount for some time waiting for a steamer, 

I derided to continue in the Dwarf 1 ’ to Freetown, because at that place I should be 

able to— 

See the Telegraph Company about coming to Monrovia. _ , ^ 

Sec the Acting Governor upon the subject of the oompliunts he had made ns to 
the unsatisfactory situation on the frontier owing to the presence of Liberian troops. 

Be at the end of a cable which would facilitate the negotiations about the gun¬ 
boat “ Alert" for the Liberian Government. 

My trip along the Liberian coast terminated, therefore, upnn the Ifith April, 
having taken eighteen days over the journey. . , . 

The tour has hecu of value, and in every way has been fully justified. 

The journey being made in one of His Majesty's ships, has not only strengthened 
my position in the country in the eyes of the Liberinafi and natives, but it has 
given a further proof of the interest taken in Libcmu affairs by Ills Majesty a 

T MTumont was also enabled to visit fO&ofefi which be would not have been aide 
to do in an ordinary steamer, and be has become well acquainted with the attitude ot 
the natives towards this Government 

The problem of customs reorganisation is a very difficult one without a greatly 
imart**Sd European staff. Tito question of this Government dealing with the 
powerful and hostile Kru Cud other tribes on the coast will require most careful 

Their attitude is hostile, and even with a gnn-boat under the Liberian dug, 
fightim* is likely to occur, and then the- whole of the Kru country may he up m arms 
aud disturbed. ' This would coot money, and is likely to resuli in muck bloodshed; 
and there is the important question of the supply of Kru Labour tor the steamers 

"am V attempt to administer the hinterland by the AmcrinCKLiberian^ can result, 
under the present circumstances, in nothing bul a disturbed state of the country. 
This will be detrimental to British trade, and will make the problem of dealing with 
this interior in the future a much more difficult one, . 

The attitudo of the natives towards Lhe Am*rico-IdWnanB P and the inability of 
the tatter to carry on the ordinary affairs of Government, may lie ein-umstoners in 
which His Majesty’s Government are not concerned. 

However* as efforts have boon made to assist Liberia to put her house m order so 
that her independence may be in no waj threatened by other Powers; it may bo 
considered desirable to urge upon this Government the necessity of permuting an 
increased European control over other Departments of this Arlmmistnition. 

The revenue which is being collected hv the efforts of the European Otwtoms 
officials is bring shamrfuliy squandered and oinbe&zled by the Treasury , 

In no single Department of this State is there anything but the grossest fraud 
and dishonesty; and if I may bo permitted to express my humble opinion, 1 should 
say that an increase in the European staff here is of vital importance, il the attempted 

reforms are to have any real result, * . . „ nan*. 

But this mcrease can only he obtained by pressure; and the boreign Uflice may 
not consider it desirable that any such attempt should bo made. 

Before terminating this iteport* l desire to mention that throughout tins trip 
I have received every support and assistance from Lieutenant and Commander 
C. K. MaeLean, E.1L, Commanding His Majesty’a ship " l>warf." 

This officer spared neither pains nor trouble to fit in with my arrongementa, and, 
thanks to bis help, a tour which was by no means easy of accomplishmeat has been 
satisfactorily completed, 

l liavc, etc. 

(Signed) BRAITHWAITE WALLIS. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. U3- 

St at men t made by Mr, James Petrie, Sub- I gent/or Messrs, W. fj. FFoodm and Co., 
at Half Cur alia, Maryland County, Liberia. 

MY name is James Petrie, i have lately been sub-agent at Half Cnvalla for 
Messrs. W. D. Woodiu and Qo* of Liverpool, 

I have resided here about five month*. 

Tht- population of this place, including the small villages within balf-a-mUe 
radius, is ata'iit 8,0tKJ, consisting of Hie Grebu tribe. There is saiusuliiiK he in or 
carried on here. 

The greater j>ari of the male population, consisting of the Grebe tribe, arc armed 
with modern rifles.. r ihis is to the best of my knowledge and belief. In ntaiiv cases 
I can prove it. These rifles are of a grout variety, and consist of French rifles, 
Winchester repeaters* Pea tody's, Ac. 

They also have ammunition. 

They come to me and bring toll cartridges, asking me to obtain them for them. 

The Grebo tribe in the Cavalla district are often expressing the wish that the 
British jffinuid come here. 

They do not like the Litorians. 

(Signed) JAMES PETE.IE. 

April l t 1907. 

Witness* 

(Signed) Thomas McMinv, 

Assistant in chary? of Messrs, IT. 1), Woodin and Co.'s 
Factory, Half Cdvctlla. 

Made and subscribed to at Half Cavalla, Maryland County. Liberia, this 1st dav 
Of April, 1907. ' h 

Before me, 

(Signed) Brafthwaite Wallis, 

Ilk ISrttnnnic Majesty's Consul. 


Indosure 2 in No, 93. 

Statement made by Herr Gust Laaekmann, Agint for Messrs. A. (Fccrmdttft, at Greenville, 

Smo County, Liberia, 

MY name is Gust Laackmann. 1 arn agent for the firm of A. Wecrmaoii, I 
have toen residing in Liberia about six years* mostly at Greenville, Sino County. 

I can state that moat of the native population are fully armed wiLli rifles and 
cartridges. These riiles consist of Martini-Henry* Wiiichegtera* and Mausers* 

I have been in Nazran Kru w hen I have seen rides landed there by the Knimen 
from lhe Steamers in bundles. 

They were modern rifles—Mausers, Winchesters, &o. 

To-day I Stave received a letter (produced), inclosing cartridges, Martini-Henry 
(produced), asking for guns and cartridges. 

There is no doubt that all the Km people are armed. 

All the natives are demanding European government, 

(Signed) GUST LAACKMANN. 

Witness, 

(Signed) G hr Ann It. Wilson, 

Sub-Lieu tenant, K.jV*, Ilis Majesty \j &Jiip il Dwarf 

Made and subscribed to at Greenville, Sluo Couiitv, Liberia, this Sth dav of 
April, 1907. 

Before me* 

(Signed) BbaitjiWAITE Wallis, 

Hk Hritannic Majesty's Consul. 













Incloaure 3 in No. 93. 

Mr. A, Yorke Co Consul IVtillb. 


g* T River Cess, April 2 t 1907, 

REFERRING to our conversation yesterday, I now beg to inform you of tha 
following incident: Tins morning, at about II a.k., In Messrs, Hannan's yard .vast 
door to us and in the presence (and notwithstanding that presence) of Mr Giles, 
Native Commistiioncr, a free fight occurred between native Chiefs and their followers, 
with the result that the man named Yoiu, who is subsidized by the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment and paramount Chief, was killed. [Guns wore bred, and for tire moment the lives 

of every one here were in danger. „ „ _ „ » ^ , 

At the present time we know not what may occur, and the Liberian Government 
has no one here able to protect ttio factories and atop these troubles. Mr. Giles and 
hisseren soldiers are going »p to Gnat Haw with the news, and in the meantime 
every one is left to his own devices, A certain panic ih m the air, and I tjua* it 
worth while to inform you, as you may judge it advisable to return and settle this 

a direct consequence for this Company, the rubber trade will be stopped for 
some time, os a native war between bench and bush people is new opened. 

The fight and murder occurred not twenty yards from where you were sitting 

talking with me yesterday, . „ , , . 

The dead Chiefs partisans are likely to seek retaliation on the lactones. 

Yours faithfully, 

A, YQRfCE* 
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No, 94. 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 30*) 


(No. 27. Confidential.) Mag 1, 1907. 

WITH reference to my cablegram No, IB of iho 25th April, [ bog to state that 
l had an Interview with Mr. Jamieson at the office of the Direct Telegraph Company m 
Freetown upon the subject of bringing s cable to Monrovia. 

That gentleman stated that with a guarantee of 1,000/. per annum lor ten years 
the Company would be prepared to come at once te Monrovia. 

He stated that an offer had been made to Hi* Majesty a Government, but that 
nothing definite bad been received from the Foreign Office. 

President Barclay would he glad to see the African Direct Pelegraph Company 

established at Monrovia. 

1 attach a letter received! from Mr. Jamieson* 

■ . I kavCj &c 

(Signed) BEAITHWAITE WALLIS* 


Inelosurc in No. 94, 

Mr. Jamieson to Consul Whtffii* 

Bear Captain Wallis, Munja Leo fic Statvto, April 25, 1907. 

REFERELBG to our conversation yesterday, I have received a reply tram London 

etatiuc that no further development is known there. I thank you very much tor the 

interest you teko in our cable proposals, and jpur kind offer of assistance and can 

only repeat that my Company are still willing to undertake the work (and at once), 
provided a gnamnree of 1,0001 per iinnnm for ten years car. be *Mg«d. . 

If 1 tuny express a personal opinion, I think it is rathet,a_pity the I resident (in ' 
give ns nn opportunity of reconsidering the situation before closing with the Germans. No 
reply hue been received from him of my kind to the proposals 1 submitted, in winch 
1 Sid that should it be desired to make any alternative proposals, they would he most 
carefully considered by my Directors, 

Once more thanking you, believe me, &c. T <MuJsrtK 

(Signed) II. JAMIESON, 

Gcntrul Superintendent* 
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[15837] No. 93V 

Sir Ed ward Grey to M. Camion. 

Your E xcel lency, Foreign Qjfice, May 37, 1907. 

WITH reference to the note which your Excellency communicated to me on the 
13th instant on the subject of the dredging Concessions in the neutral waters of the 
'Dano River, f have the honour to inform you that Hia Majesty's Government concur 
in your Excellency's suggestion that the proposed addition to the Anglo-French 
Agreement of the 10th August, 1889, should he given effect to by moans of exchange 
of notes. 

I have. Ac 

(Signed) E. GREY, 


[17JS] 
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No, 96. 


Consul FFa ills to Sir Edward Grey.^—^Rtctived May 30 .) 


(No. 30 t Confidential.) * 

T niw *u u j , Monrovia, May 4, 1007. 

I ±IA\ E the honour to report that the former German Consul here* who after 

■ of ^Jj 6 development so heme, was transferred to another post in Nice last 

Cover ^ ^' ort ' Coine Monrovia upon a special mission on. behalf of the German 

_ ^ 1S a ® com F i ^ ie d by an expert engineer, who is out for the purpose of 

armnging for the advent of the now German Cable Company, which, I understand, 
is to be brought to Monrovia m quickly as possible. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BRAITH WAITE WALLIS. 


[ 17618 ] 


No. 08, 


Cofttml Walli* to Sir Edward Gr #*—(Received May SO.) 


(No. 31 ♦ Confidential) 

•<IT\V’» 1 <WWI , .. t *l T . „ ,. Monrovia, May fi, 1907, 

yj-ffLE IJOSj linen the Liberian Rubber Corporation, Limited* came into 

existence with about 62,0001. of working capital (as the successors of previous British 
«~ouipames formed to work the Concession originally obtained by Lord Raglan) 
progress lias been made in tapping the rubber resources of the interior. The 
predecessors of the existing Company never had much working capita^ and confined 
their operations to about four stations at Monrovia, Greenville, Divblizulu (St Paul's 
Kivcr), and Sikong. 

Tbe inolosed map* shows the stations founded in the first half of 1908. Since 
then ai number of the places marked as H proposed stations Jl arc now' occupied by 
European or negro agents of the Company. 

lie sites of the station? in the Bnssa County have, however* hecn found 
geographical!y to he situated further to the east than they are shown on tbe 
accompanying map, which is inaccurate* being only an approximate sketch. 

There are about twenty-three Europeans - in the service of the Rubber Corpora¬ 
tion, not mol tiding thfi general manager. 1 

These Europeans fill tbe following posts. One of them is Assistant Manager at 
Monrovia, Three are inspectors of the ne%-foraied throe divisions into which tbe 
country ha» been divided for the purposes of the Corporation, 

These divisions arc called western, central, and eastern. 

The rest of the employes are superintendents at the ports of entry* and foresters, 
besides one or two uccountents and clerks. 

ihe output of rubber is illustrated by tbe inclosed comparative Table for six 
mouths* by which it will be seen that for the last six months, the Company’s output 
itus been lb. as against 39*281 lb, in the same six months 190&-8. 

( This does not. represent the export which the Company anticipate when all its 
thirty stations are in full working enter. 

The Company arc planting rubber at some of its Inland stations. It is more or 
less required to do this by an understanding with the Liberian Government. 

The natives are paid by the Company from Gd. to Is. per lb. Tor collecting the 
rubber in the forests in the interior. Some of the native Chiefs are paid appro*]- 
tuatuly 1 oeut. per lb. subsidy for the rublfcr issuing from their territories. 

The royalty due to the Liberian Government is now fused in the export duty. 
Practically this duty amounts to 3d. per lb. 

The Company is required by the Liberian Government to instruct the natives in 
art of collecting the rubber in the best methods, and it is expected to discourage 
adulteration as much ns possible. 

The success that has attended these eiferts has already caused a rise in price, 
during the last twelve months of Liberian rubber, from 2$. 3d. or £*. Id. to 2#, 10d. 

per lb* 

* Not printed. 

f 177 a] 2 { 

















Although the interior contains quantities of rubber. oue of the ^ 

drawbacks to its protimbla exploitation is the tnM warfare which se do»i 11 »« * hi 
flrnwoa cKaro iu . tL#t TO;ln} . or the roads arc closed, ami Hint the 

European foresters are frequently prevented by the aboriginal 

through the counter; and that tolls are often demanded by those Chiefs from the 

" r T n U t^^rWr*ndTrte Liberian hinterland becomes mere settled, the present 

the prospects of the Rubber Corporation 

in tM& country arc satisfactory. _, _ 

I luive. Ac. 

(Signed) Bit AIT! IW AIT E WALLIS. 


Inclosure in No. 06 s 

for Sis Months ending respectively the 31st Jamiurv 
1006 and 1007. 


IttJBBEE Export-% 


Tutals, 


Gi-aod B»aiiu 


Ekloarovih. 


Motith. 


1004-6.1 i 906-7, 


140(5-8- I40S-7 


190G-7, 


1006-?. 1905-6, 


1005-6.1 


190&-6 


AugTlflt M * 

ScjjteJtJ ber 
Ottober ,, 
Nonmbet 
December 
Janumry .. 

Purchi-Ht'd in, Jitftu- 

try. but uliHJlSp- 
|>w3 through luck 
h. 4 eteitmere, itc. 


yaffil 
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*!?S P * LiL(,ri ?> ** « } te exists to-day, to administer this hinterland h 

d “" te * »"* « *«“** •— -» be n grove 

.1 hiiTe, &c. 

(Signed) BRAITHWAITB WALLIS, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 97. 

Major Le Mttitrhr to the Colonial Secretary, Freetown, 

{Confidential) af . . A 

n*entlj?™Ei*d toTn, '° rT^t hBrew, , th 4 «port from Captain" Blind, who 

[ f 1XilX \ mon “* c3oj[] n ltJ tli« country. I would most strongly urge 
put an ead f° tho PPBWnt very unsatisfactory situation whi ah 
may ataaiy time become most serious should Lieutenant I^mar* men be permitted te 

SSSSfift** aWl “* " hiia ** «*“ 

(Signed) F. H. Hi MESIJRIHR, Major, 0§i eet Command™, 
#wrrtt Leone {latfaiion, Weiti African Frontier 
Force. 


Iccloauro 2 in No. 97. 

Captain Bond to Major Le Mcourier. 

Enure Hun on ^ 1 “* WuM# *“ thc ^^M^S'at 

I received complaints of looting a „d of ill-treatment of natives by Liberian 

soldiers at Dca, Mauo, and Mom use. f LIDcmn 

riif'^e solchem arr'scut fjut in smalt parti m from Kunre Lahnn to collect clchN 
and they bike fowl and rice from the people nvithout paying for them Sorne enlist 
Kmjre Um solely withtiie object c!3^ ikJr 

for that purpose* Chief Fa Buoda informed me that these soldier* aro^contimiaih 
plundering and disturbing Les country, His mu Johnny was beaten at Kan re La bun 
n few days before my arrival by a Liberian sergeant. Lieutenant Lomax heard tho 

as u ?™P eus * ti<)n - This sum had not been paid when I 
left Kanre Lahun, but Lieutenant Luninx promised me to ii&y it. 

I here seem* to bo no immediate prospect of Lieutenant Lomax and life men 
JfoZvm liClL ' dU * UC ,tatca that Le is writing for rifles from 

(Signed) II, II r BOND. Captain, Adjutant, Sierra Leone 
Battalion, West African Frontier Faroe. 


Lidos ure 3 in No- 97, 

(Confidential ) Li 'extenant Gtll to the Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 

f«c ,. . . vb A'fTnrf Lahmi. March SO. 1907 

T^ eontmuatimi of my Lonftdcntint letter of yesterdnv’a date, l have rhe honour 
te orwartl herein (h statements by Lamina Kaniara and Abralmm Thrown I i who ivero 
eyewitnesses of tho nlfrov, and who have arrived here today. ' 

I have, Ac. 

{Signed) E. 11A It H Alt GIL L, Lieutenant, Common ding 
Detachment, J Vest African Frontier Force* 
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Inclosure 4 in Ho, #7, 


Statement by Abraham TarawaR, a Sum and a British Subject, of Pendemtm. 


SOME dap ago Lieutenant Lomas sent me with five Liberian soldier* tesonru a 

nmu^onBa^U^CUef of tlie rill^of Kmb^h.w o owajime^ ^ 

S Z wLoo'Zt tVedU VJ'l.o.f^.d the debt, but raid ^ 

had no mcnov to ray. He tt.no denied Hie debt Seen afterwards a large, 

XU> rushed out „f l,..sb U...I nri/.-d us. Bauot* told «•£**£* "^7i,Vri£ 
n W and would not sit down to ant Government. The Kivms killed two i J irK..ri. x 

IttSZrad Sounded another. Bao/to rrauted to kill me, but some ™ g»£ 
him to send me to the Chief Bnimba Kenrn as s p™»L They ««t ■?* *> 
Nemaaudoueof the Liberian soldiers to the Chief “ 

' m£ . }lv vwv jumrv, Ho said he sat down to the British Governments lie 

took mn from the Koindu Kissi* and refill to allow them to remain m His town. 
The Kisais had stripped rac naked and beaten mo Bm.ubrt N < ™ Pl mo a s 
and sent his son to escort mo to the paramount Chief Ivon^a iu Datnbarra, 

I do not know what happened to the fifth Liberian soldier. 


'ffblc-pTi dowa hv rno at hmrc lAtuu. , T 

A * 1 mitmed* Kv HAEWAIl GILL, Ltmtmant, Commanding 

y * Detachment, West African Frontier Force , 


jVforrA 20, 1007, 


Statement by Lamina Kamara , a British Subject t a Trader of Dam, 

C\ the I7lh March t wont with five Liberian soldiers and a Siisu named 

AdLtwm VeurrivM the* ubuut 9 

Koindu that ho bed rame to summon* a man fur debt. IIbe'Clu toid™ ^ 
■■ ill ritehi « and went into his house, lie came out again and said Mie Uoht naa »clel 
Z duEThe K^.l,™ rushed onus and toX tho guns from t .0 tobemu 

Ldicw.- Ti.isivm.ld he about 10 *.M, > th.t S truW;le, 1 $$5 < g? 

of the busk and watched and listened to ivl.at happened. rll e Kwne t.uai tw 
I ihorians l.v strikin'’ the bark of their neck* with clubs. They then took llu. tu 
Liberian soldiers anti Abraham to the adjoining Chief Bairnba ^mkj***®^*^ 
lies eastwards of Koindu. When Eight came I 0 sca|*sd to Daml.arta. The neat 
morning Abraham arrived at Dnmbarra, and told me that the Kusw' had “w him 
ailf i the two rcmamiiiB Liberhm Mildiera to Eaiuiba Nema to »dl them, llu* liU ' 
refused to Imv the Litmus became they were so much cut about On hearing 
that Abriham was n British subject, He said that lie (the Chief) ™ a non o 
British and had taken AMum from the Koindu Kiihm and sent luai m &ilot> to 
Kongo, paramount Chief cf the Ungucdn.«*«»» *t Ibimbarra I he th ™. 

the two 1 remaining Libcdans to the Chief Gambi of Bangbam (north of ftumba 

«. mum m mrammuumm. 

Morduera, and Hoongoom J»ve cooked medicine,and said that they will kill any 

soidbr Susu 3 fir .Mcndhman who goes into their country, . , . 

Each of these &ub-0bi&fa Controls one town of from twelve to thirty-five Huts. 


T&ken clown hv mo at Kaorc Lnhun. 

) ^ j{ All WAR GTLL, Lifuipwant, Cununflsdiitp 

^ 5 Detachment, West African Frontier Force , 


Aftrrcii 20, 1997* 


Statement by William McCarthy, Liberian Soldier, 

OK the 18th Match, 1907, I was at Dainlxami, about 1> Hours east of Kanre 

^^About fi a. si, another Liberian soldier (’nine in an I toM me that th * 

fiausbt an His etnuiHinions. So told me that he and four other soldiers* two of whom 

werc unarmed, iJd been sent by Commissioner Lomax to Koindu, some distance 
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ij'Tiiffsii,* rrr 03 fw ; ,icbt on a Kissi !,araed >t t k> suit 

Ltr w J ( 1 Abraham, who accooipanicd tho party to identifv the 

dvfendu.it, H lien this party :lri lrai llt Koindu, the Kissis scattetod into ti e ImTh 

ttol'Tv f y h T» ^‘" y oti,CT Kw*. who surrounded the party a„d tort 

tliur 0 uns from them. After a struggle ha escaped anil got into tho IrLr^ 'Pk;, i 

token place at 3 p.h. on tho 17th. The Kissis Z1 iUtCy d“wu nt stditf 
Susu9, or Sleuths the™. The soldier ihen eeeaped to Dau.berra. 1 J ' 

.U,Other. The ether three the ICissis W tabu toOUrf^TS'i? 

sassisi: “sy? —* -™ *4a5rn« s as 

I then bit to report the matter to Com miss inner Lomax* 


Taken down by me at Knnre Lalum. 

(Signed) a. UARWAR GI LL, U autem ml, Cou.mcad.ny 
Mere* 19 . , SWS7 Dttuhmnt, West Africa Fr a,.tier fw 


VffrtA 19, 1,907. 


. Statement by Mu*a t an Inhabitant of Kunre Lahti*, Trader. 


east ofVarahVr^ M ? r0lj ’ 1! . ,n7 >. f.*"* » l Knnoss.^ a Kiss, town about 8J hours south- 
. }■ . kambarra. I remained there until yesterday. About twg dnvs after the n.,lit 

ch^K (1,i ; P~ ce V t S uo ? a > thoC,li(!f ^Za.or ^K^TZdto»X 

S 3eI |'' V lI 1 n U '« him the ca P fcurtd Liberian wldfetw and as the 

u^doun to the Ilntaali Govermnout. Ycstanday- i r t., the 25rtl Pt-brmry 1 # t™ 
Ljbcnan soM^r^amd ono « were brought to kotumo and unj still tSrc I i c 
left te bring word of it to More E nhun. tl,en 

Before leaving I heard n report that they would hrinsr in another Tilvn,in« 
joldier to-d ay. I fib heard that the Chief Gambol, when a captured SSS 
hail been sent, to him & pi'eaent, bad refused to accept him, and had returned him 
to Koola after breaking up his cartridge* by hooting them with a stone. 


Taken down by me at Kan re Luhun. 

(Signed) R, EARWAlt GILL. Wnrtrarat, CMmmira, 
od Detachment, West African Frontier Farce. 


March 24, 1307. 


1 Lie leisure fi in JTo. 97- 

Major Le Memrier to the Colonial Secretary, Freetown, 

[ConfidirH iaI.) Wulade, April l, 1907. 

, \ [A ^ { r t] ' e Honour to acknowledge (he receipt of your Confidential letter 
attached, and I have noted the contents. Copy of telegram received. 

f 2 - f /f T0 1W01T ^ a WV7 of Lieutenant Gill's Confidfltitiai letter which he 
teiwanled to you on the 28th March, mil wrote to him at once instructing him that 
^,5*S d H;^c no action in the matter beyond that su-jestod in your tdeimim of the 

muSStmttue^ m ”*» m ”'”' ’'" i *s ““» 

result of v Inch can only disturb the country, 

(Signal) F. K. Lb MliSURIEE, itajo r. Officer Commanding 
Sierra irctr Aiifslini, llVyf African Frontier 
Force. 


2 G 
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InelosuTs <6 m No. 07* 

Major Le Me wrier to the Colonial Secretary* Freetown. 

(Confidential > WMh March 20, 1907* 

' [ HAVE the honour to report that I have just received a copy of Lieutenant 

G ill's Confidential letter which I undent find hau been forwarded to you. 

a I consider that Lieutenant Lomax is ill-advised to send out his men on 
missions of this sort, considering the unfortunate reputation 1m men have for looting* 
3 I do not consider it advisable for a mixed force of Bntlfh and Lftenu troops 
to operate tos.thcr.torf should any operations be coaoidered nec«*irv a sufficient force 
of at least. 1(1(1 mm with 0 officers could readily proceed from M nlat e and effectively 
dcrtl with the case, at the same time leaving a sufficient force at \\ uladc to insure the 

imfotv of the town and district w . „„ „ 

(Signed) F* N. LE MKSURIER, Mayor, Officer Comminuting 

v 6 Sierra Leone Battalion, Wat African Frontier 

Force. 


lnclosurc 7 in No* 97, 

Lictitenaw* Gill to the Colonial Secretory, I'reetwm. 

(T 1 irrfl die 1 P March 23, 1907. 

° *TO&H telegram of the 2tith received, copy forwawlod to Wuladc, Lomax refuses 
to odor ransom, and states Intel,lion of attacking Koindu when his guns wove- I 
have protested against his further disturbing this peace of tills country pending your 

reply ucte. 

In closure S in No. 97, 

Lieutenant Gill to the Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 

(TeWranhio ’l P Kanre Lahun t April 23, 1907. 

LIBERIAN looters fought nt Gooa, near Delia, on the 20Lh. One sergeant 
wounded and one soldier captured, one Kisai reported blled, and OhW i.ooa shot 
through both thighs. Have reported to TViilade for action. Report foilcrtrs. 


Intdosure 9 in No, 97, 

Major Le Mesuritr to the Governor * Freetown, 

t », v p April 23 , 1907 - 

6 HAVh° received two separate complaints of Lomas soldiers. One case of looting 
and violence. One of shooting native near Boa and looting* Lomax admits that na 
men are in a state of mutiny. Strongly urge that he leaves this country, other* ibs 
serious trouble may arise. 


Inclnsure 10 in No* 97. 

Lieutenant Gilt to the Colonial Secretary, Freetown , 

^Confidential) Kanre Lahun > .rtpril 20, 1007. 

I HAVE the honour to report that a patrol of Liberian soldiers under a sergeant 
(Carr) yesterdav looted seven chickens, one kinja of rice, and one jug of plm-oil 
from ttano ami Gianni, intimidating the villagera with fixed bayonets and threatening 
to shoot &nv who came near them. They then loft in the direction ol Doha, 

1 have requested Lieutenant Lomax to call in lids patrol and to cause restitution 
to be made tc the villagers, and have also informed bun that l am reporting ihe 
matter and requesting that steps be taken to prevent the recurrence of these citsi's. 
I inclose copy of his reply. 1 have it from Mr. Hughes and several Liberian soldiers 
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that tho reason of thm looting is that Lieutenant Lomu* refuses to par or ration Iris 
niesi, m spite of the fact that lie has 0 it meted large sums of money Irom the natives 
pur^M! lla tt>ur ' !1Illi las fli0 reeeive( l several remittances from Monrovia for this 

Eighteen of bis men under Sergeant Head, left for Monrovia a week ago, to lav 
their grievance* before the President. Sergeant Cure and thirteen more men were 
going to da tho same two days ago. but Lieutenant Lomax talked them over I 

troi aud toclt ™ e tLC ind ’ We,B «“ 9 110 olf ^ ™ that they could go on 

Lieutenant tflma* still says that hr is waiting for the guns from Monrovia 
before going to fioledn. Had lhe« guns been on 1 I 10 way at Ltu, end of February as 
lie son] 11 .i y were, they would bare been here weeks ago. J re Jr, ird tin’s as an excuae 
for not obeying the orders lie received from Sir Hurry Johnston to leave here, ns he 
waa told to do so, without waiting for the gun*. 

Mr, Hughes has reported Lieutenant Loinuv* conduct to Monrovia. 

Lieutenant Lomax troops arc dissatisfied, and quite nut of hand. Ho himself 

mkea 1 to'i°h tht i m ’ } *“? «“"<<»(> nupevtfally ask that any steps possible lx, 
tafen to hasten his departure from this district, as the conduot of his men is hound 
to undo any good which we may have done to thcHiountrv, 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) E. IIAIUVAIl GILL, Li.ulfl.onl, Commmdmg 
Detachment, West African Frontier Force. 

Ke ™ *»“ Battalion, West 

April 30, 1007. (Initialled) It. H. G. 


Inclcwure 11 in No. 97* 
Lieutenant Lomap to Lieutenant QUL 


vnTTUc • r . ,, fitirtTe Lahun, April 30, 1907. 

) OUES informing me of the stealing of Carr and his band is received. 

J have sent out in search for them and shall have the matter investigated. 

Mr Hu«dies°° tlllnSOf tlC mCn out the same was reported to me by 

This is tho same crowd who struck this week and threatened to desert. 

I have, &o, 

(Signed) IV. D. LOMAX, Lieutenant, Commanding 
Liberian Frontier Force. 

Certifies! true copy. 

(Signed) R. HAEWAR GILL, Lieutenant, Commanding 
Detachment i West African Frontier Force , 


Copy of above forwarded to Officer Commanding 
African frontier Force, Wulado. 


Sierra Leone Battalion, Wmt 


April 20, 1907, 


(Initialled) E. H. G* 


Inclosure 12 in No* 97* 

r* * , Lieutenant Gilt to the Colonial Secretary, Freetown 

(Ucmndeutial,) J 

lT " T tf t tti-i *L 1 * * JTflinrif Lrfiturt, April 22, 1907. 

fn.iokf »lL 0 ^. to ™ llI ' m “>y teles*™ of this date: ■■ Liberian looters 

L'l Ji !nr L !T jL ^V- ?!? aergeadt wounded and eiic soldier captured, one 

h ^, 1 ^ported kiliedy and Chief Gooa shot through both thighs* Have reported to 
Wuladts for action* Report follows." j 

I also uiclose stateiacute of Makundoo and Mahommed about the aiTuir. 

Sorgfl&nt Carr and Ins baud of looter returned here last night, but up to now 
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Lieutenant Lomas has not seen fit to report the matter to meThese "* 
rjii -| lartrc ill K*we lJihun and Lieutenant Lomax appeal* to bi. dom n , 8 r 
lta“ 35i auitrinenUi to Major U Sfaurier and 

anti liedoo to restore peace, a* ] Can neither leave here nor send out a patrol "■‘ttiom 

an officer on such nn important duty. rfcwifid«ntiAl letter 

Tho band oflootere is iho one I mentioned in mj Confidential letter, 

HAEWAU GILL, Lieutenant, C-ffmmandii^ 

K 5 Detachment, Weet African Franker Force, 

In closure 13 in No. ft". 

Statement by \fakundoo (Brother of Tcngivr\ Chief of Deha). 

STTLfjEANTT CASH and aix Liberian soldiers arrived at Dehn on tba evening 
of jRtaUihtotart. The, told Tengjvd that 

them for rirc. TengwS told them to stop till morning, and in thes inmnMiS 
collected twelve bag* of rice. He mid, " I have some more ^jorneiib Th 
witl, me to Kodoo to settle a dove palaver with Chief Gj»l The 
uberians tvant with liim end so did I. When we got to Kodoo the Chief to** 1. is 

one hamper of rice and ono sheep, and made axsrwuf and 
We slont at Kodoo. Next morning a lot of Kissis came in with , sj* ■ 
Lids Sergeant Carr told them not to come *“* ' 

of one of the Kfesis 1 hands and pushed bun over... F All S his gii and 
on one Liberian soldier fired Ins gun »n the air. 1 he Kiwis |, rl ™ nt 

Irird to tube it from him. One Kissi mined Pengoo bred Ins gun ana - " , 

Curr above the eye, ami others beat him on the head with sticks itofc parto I 
ren in opposite directions, and the Liberian* fired two shots at the K« 
i^iipf flooii vn$ allot through Loth thighs anti another kissi ♦ 

one shut, and a third Kissi was hit in Ihe bead by the other shut. Wo then ran an a^ 
K caught one Liberian soldier. This «*>" 1 ^ a{t £to 

~nt Lack to Doha Tcnirwd sent me to Kan re Lahun to report nTLl3r 

1 ,i,.,uei.ant Lomax. Kodoo is live fatmis from Doha towards the north-west, about two 

hours' walk* _ _____ 

State in-mf frji jl&ftaniintfdj a Trader of Freetown t 

YESTERDAY morning, the 21st instant, I to m Dema. * hi ^j{TT 
Dukerv loft to eo un country to collect a debt. When lie got to Kodoo, aboutu a-«*> 
be found a natover i/oing on* lie returned to Demn and told me that he heart J' ,l S . 
m «SUSfiKSS to eatch and tic the Chief Gooa The ^herians caught the 
Chief, and One Kissi fired and wounded a Libermn. The Liberians then hred two 
guns mid bit the Chief Gooa m both legs and killed another kissi. 

Dcma is between Delia and Kodoo- 


[1610-6] So - n3 ' 

Foreign Office to Coiuori H rtiii*. 

1 ?* 18 ^ Foreign Office, May 30 , 1007 . 

ATl .1 AM directed bv Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you the accornnnuy- 
incconvof a letter from the Colonial Office. (torn which you wifi observe that a 
statement has been made to Captain 1c Musurier hy Lieutenant Delasallu, one of tie 
French officers stationed in tlie?Gi*w district, to the effect that the 
has ^rented to the French the right to police the frontier within a definite itone. 

%i P Edward Grey is disposed to think that the statement is founded on some mis¬ 
apprehension, but he will. Cglad if you will endeavour to ascertain confidentially 
whether there is any truth in the report, 

I am. <£C. 

(Signed) ERIC EARKINQTON. 


• Na. 16, 
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[161061 No. BS. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Stir 

letter nh b C - Cd *Sir Edward Grey tonilipt J.f vnnr 
I Of the Btk instant, respoot mg the statement made by Lieutenant Delate L a 
etter addressed te Captain Le Mesurinr that the Liberian Govermuent hud emitted 
te^hreach Government the right to police the Liberian frentier with!a aKnite 

Sit Edward Grey is inclined to think that the statement m based on some mi*. 
apprdKmsiion. A copy of your letter has, however, been forwarded to Ris Majesty's 
Consul at Monrov,a, with tile revest that he will endeavour to ascertain confiddtSw 
whether there is any truth in the report. wnuaoanauy 

I am, Ac, 

(Signed) ERIC EAKRINGTON. 


[16787] No. too. 

Foreign Office to Admin:tty. 

Sir 

with reference to Rwdgu Offlco fetter of 
piircluue by the Liberian Government of the I'un-boat “Alert ” l am directed \ - 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to state, for the information of the Lords Oommiaaiunere of rii?- 
Admiralty, that a telegram has been received from His Maiwty's Consul at Mnn 
revia reporting that the Government of tlm HepofaUft accept tie offer o ! * a w- 
on the condition, laid down by His Majesty's GUrnmcnk Tt 

n nci:ordanct; with this the Liberian Government will _ 

1, Insure the vessel at thoir own cost,. 

?' c^stof the passage! frern Eonnudn to Monrovia, 

t 7> fl+ * ; 0f ! ,c (lf fho Hotchkiss gtuu and ammunition, 

l. lay Tor the cost of the vessel by annual instalments of l 3 000f, 

ti 1, B \ Grtijr would bo £ lad to W. at as early a dnte as 
possihLCj the cost of insuring the vessel. " 1 dS 

With regard to 2, ."l, fln(l 4, lie would be irlad. to learn when thn i ri 

missLoners of the Admiralty would wish the first instalment of the purchase monev 

to 3 ®” k> * and carriage of guns and ammunL 

Cr>, jSul at .Monrovia lias been instructed to ascertain whai armmsa- 
moiiis [hp^ Liberian Government propose to adopt for the Davmeut nf h*.. -il" . 
expense*, and to inform them that the issponeibility of His \f,jr*t¥’s Govern rlt 

SXwEjfe i» *te** 7 0' at Bermud,! from muTbe‘ 

eav't^ted to \tonrov.a by a <irew provided hy the Liberian Government. 

engagii the Tolfewing .'^ 1Cers ’ Slr E ' would be glad if von would take step, to 

per --A* ”™ 1 Be, °* W ° fflcer “ C *I )tain: “W. SOW. per auoum; alfewar.ee, 401. 

I per annum; allowance, ^ per annum 

3. Second bngtnwr; salary, 130/, por annum ; allowance, 301. per annum. 

One of the engineers must have sonic knowledire of gunnery 
t would perhaps be advisable that a report cm the state of the vcsaM 4 i„m 
uallecl for from tin; dockyard authorities at Itermuda, in order that some idea may be 

LiCrian GovermnTnt ° ° n ^ ** wiH *" rei,,1 - v to ** ^bded ever te'the 


I am, Ac. 

(Signed) eric BARRINGTON* 












V\ 
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No. 101. 

SSp Edward Grey to Ggfuruf VfallU. 

fTele^phie.) P. . „ Foreim Offict.Jtnt 1,1907. 

LIBERIAN troops on Siorra Leones frontier: ionr despatch ho. oJ. 

You should urge the Liberian Government to withdraw their troops immediately 
Yon should also report by cable the result of the action you took on my despatch 
No. 13 of 9th ultimo on the above subject 


[18322] , No. 103. 

Sir K Bertie to Sir Edward Grey .—(Revived June fl.) 

{No, 16. Africa.) 

g,i r Faria, Jme 4* 1907. 

f HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a report which I have received 
from Mr. E. A. W- Clarke, recording a conversation with M. Bingcr, pf the French 
Ministry for the Colonies* in regard to the forthcoming Sleeping Sickness Conference, 
the affairs of Zanzibar and Liberia, the Nigcr-Lake Chad delimitation, Am 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inolosure in No, 102. 


Mr. Cfarke to Sir F* Bertie. 

(T-hetrect,) P<trt*i June 3, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that l went by appointment 
to-day to ace M, Singer at the Colonial Office, I had Imjou unable to do so before, as 
he had been away from his Department unwell. 

t * • * • * 

I then approached the subject of Liberia. I said that the bag delay which had 
taken place in the settlement of the Franco-Liberian frontier was producing a very 
unfortunate state of affairs in tho Republic, the Government of which seqmed unable 
to settle clown seriously to grappling with the reorganization of the administration of 
the country until this vital question was disposed of 

M. Binger at first said that he hoped the matter would now very soon be settled, 
but ho presently admitted that bis Government were purposely keeping tho question 
open, as they found the lilieriaus entirely unable to keep order, and in these 
circumstances it seeded absurd to del li nit a frontier which could, after all, he no 
more than nominal, and he added that he thought we ourselves had acted with hut 
Hcant wisdom in agreeing to a definition of the Anglo-Liberian frontier. 

We then discussed tho general situation of Liberia, which we agreed was 
very hath 

[ observed that two things were, in my opinion* absolutely essential to the 
establishment of the alluirs of the Republic on a sound bEisk: (1) The appointment 
of a European Treasurer, who would Iw abb; to sec that the national revenues, which 
now, under English management, were increasing, were spent in n proper manner and 
not wasted as at present] and (2) the formation of mi armed force under European 
officers. Whether tho Treasurer acid the officers were French or English was, 1 
thought* a matter of indifference. Wo should have perfect confidence in the good 
faith of any one the French Government might recommend for cither post. In these 
circumstances, i considered it would 1w n very good thing if advantage could (ms taken 
of the visit which we understood that the President of Liberia was going to pay to 
Europe this autumn, and if his Excellency could be informed jointly by Ixith the 
English and French Governments that il was really impossible that such a state of 
things as now exists in Liberia, especially on the frontiers, abouId be allowed to 
continue indefinitely; that it appeared to ns that the two indispensable steps to be 
token in the direction of amending it were the appointment under proper guarantees 


Republic with M, ^ ** m 

conference with the President applied to hi™ l i ^ ^ «nd. Tin idea of a 
^roposi- it officially he had evcrv wi tl,.., 1 " * J"; BX “ dI - nt ; “ nd if we could 
Government; the settlement of tiie hW,,™-'i ■ ’ ‘", d be . willingly accepted by his 

President * a bait to lot our He fewf i. heM »* * «‘ e 

persons to take part hi the conference were him. if*,i‘ ,,dtta t , la ’•bought the proper 
that ho would prefer It* it should he held j» London. ‘ C 1 reSldwt » Bn(1 »“ d 

unofficial." Ij3nil> that ° B bo,h sidcfl lh ® conversation was strictly private and 

to our ™ U l d let " ^answer 

boundary. It had been Zl"nSTlnh », nf Chad 

Commission was at a standstill, ' ' * ago, and meanwhile the work of the 

Iteen settled a fortnight^™ ^Oo 1!d' S |i * J*™ concerned, tho matter had 

that thoCommii ia i^ tB J^ d „ n ^P7i"^.^ , “ t ‘ ho, «pJy A*ultJ he to the effect 
with the views which t ll !° «* accordance 

SUeh information in Hieard (heem.'n ™ ri tll 7 ahould (l « **me time collect 
merits 1„ consider "on ririn a 7,v, * tEC<i f would enable the two Govern 
line Which might beZar “»““•**>* i» cause » any suggestion for deviating 

l&mi,'^f bi UvJJ^n rf “e!,ri ( “ y T7~** .« ,he m»do br 

sustained th mus l, the action'of the IWh^uthL^n^Ct^ Um * l,ad 

had teic^fhldXty 5 a^fortoLht 't?v " 0t , V" 5?* **** rf ’“ d that h<» 


f 183g 0] No. 103. 

(Xo. 20.1 Ponign Office to Cornul Wnllit, 

Sir, 

SECRETARY Str K Forex™ O# cf, June l t 1SX)7. 

President Barclay baa that now that 

coming to Europe, and amongst other JS 1 ? ¥ ^ CMa ho ^ desirous of 

memioned England. ° Countries which ho propose to visit has 

ill 8 «>*tin the 

him and discuss with him any matters resDoctin^ /Jk? , wJi ^ toost happy to receive 
about. 7 niaEtcrs wspectmg Liberia winch ho may w&h to apeak 

£ am* &a 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON* 


t 18746 ] No. 104, 

Conxui Waiti* to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 8.) 

(No. 38. Confidential.) 

Sir, 

. 1 HA VIS the honour to renort tlini n,„ ... Momma, Jt v a3t la y 7 . 

the state of affairs on tho NnriCm r ■ Stench Consul tolls me that owing to 
officers, are being mol U^ m Zn^T *2^. a Jrcnoh force, under white 
General. K olo,,,lIIC<l "» Konakry by order of if. Bourne, the Governor- 

who have been tom*tore r ' 8 t ,lrld a ,lllni8l lr ^ Knfortun * te m*t»® tribes 

the Liberian hinterland F "' ] ' ;h 1>Wt “ 
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The French declare that the liberum Commissioner, Mr. Lomax, is responsible 
for all the tremble and unrest which is at present taking place in parts of this 
hinterland. 

X hard just road a number of French Confidential despatches written in February, 
March, and April last by the military Commandant and Civil Administrator at the 
Liberian frontier to the (j overnor-Gcnanil of French West Africa. 

I bavo been unable to obtain copies of these despatches* but they arc full of 
complaints against Mr. Lomax, They state that he is inciting the natives to attack 
the French outpost#, The natives are informed that it is the wish of the British 
Government that they should do so, and that they would receive their help. 

The despatches comment upon the occupation of Wulade by the Sierra Leone 
troops, and describe Mr. Lomax as being “ treacherous/' " dangsreiiB,” and "a 
hypocrite.” All the late fir, Volz's papers, including his diary, arc in the hands of 
the French. In them were found very disparaging remarks about the Liberian 

Government. 

The condition of things in this interior near Sierra Leone and French frontiers, 
caused entirely by the presence of Liberian troops, is deplorable. 

1 lltlYtS SkA^i 

(Signed) BRAITHWAITB WALLIS. 


[18842] 


No. 105, 


Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 8.) 


(No, 24.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

GtJN-BGAT for Liberia. 


Sierra Leone, June 8 , 1907 . 


With reference to your telegram No* 13. 

The Liberian Government, find it impossible to send a crew to Bermuda to take 
the + ’Alert 5 ' to Monrovia. No Liberian crew are capable of this. M. Lament and 
myself have been recruiting natives discharged from British meiwd-war with good 
diameters for the gun boat. President Barclay suggests that if 1 proceed home I 
should complete the negotiations next month in Loudon. I shall bring home money 
and papers for this. It is better now for the gun-boat to arrive here in October or 
November after the termination of the heavy rains. 


[19177] No. 106. 

Sir H. Johnston to Mr. Clarke.—{Received June IQ.) 

SIR HARRY JOHNSTON presume his compliments to Mr. Chrko, and 
to inform him that he has never heard of France having asked for. still less Liberia 
having granted, permission for the patroiling or occupation of Liberian territory by 
French troops, Mr. Brahatm the General Manager of the two British Companies in 
Liberia* who is at present on leave of absence, confirms this Opinion. 

President Barclay has generally gone hitherto on the assumption that the stories 
of French trantigrefidon beyond the frontier were untrue (ho has several times aunt 
Commissioners to report upon the subject); but, as in the most recent case, when he 
was informed by Commissioner Lomax that such transgression did exist, he was 
anxious to protest. The matter was left, however, very much for Sir Harry Johnston 
to deal with; and, ns representing Liberian interests in this frontier question, Sir 
Harry actually drew up in French, for the use of Mr. Lomax, a protest against the 
French occupation of any part of the Kisi country south of the latitude of Temba 
Kunda, This draft of a letter wm left with Mr. Lomax to make use of, but on 
learning subsequently, through the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone, that France 
had informed Great Britain she was preparing to withdraw her troops within French 
limits, Sir Harry wrote, or telegraphed, to .Mr. Lomax not to present the pretest, of 
the form of which President Barclay was aware, and had approved. 

Sir Ilarry thinks that the wrong impression on the mind of the French officer 
(Lieutenant Uetfisallc) arise* from information transmitted to the French Colonial 
Office anti French Representative# in West Africa in I December 11305, in which ihey 
were informed that a frontier arrangement had been already come to between Liberia 
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*«d Hint the' result of this, woulTl X tZTT Sir U*"f John*™ 

territory, Liberia, on the other hand home- W0ll } d SjJ* .■*» Tmaa-Makona 

Sir Harry Si,.™ that ^ tho . W,: ' ste . m kaam of the Ca valla, 

on this subject whkli ho forward*^ +i luo P 0Ssc ® their archives correapondenoe 
for the northern territerica of the Hobr (Commissioner 

WI*.0r . *™4lS * 

•Wh SS«“i t ‘t iberia 

Fcance ° f Of the frontier, and **"* 

May 31, 1907. 


[18842] 


No. 107. 

foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, 

WITH reference to my toltor of tho r '^ 13,1907. 

Sir Edward Grey to tmnzmittn tl t, 3l * fc lllt ^ 1 Rm ricrec ted by Secretory 
of the Admiral?, theX^nlnS [? lr f r™^" <* the Lords OmnWouJ 

StZb ioqfcSh^wol bfflK,?“ VeSSd ™**° W ** oJT^Tn 

if not, what would betb •'<™r nf .. a ^ *t Bermuda, and. 

passage to Bermuda and the passage IioS^frLTionnj]'!^ e ° Untry ' oI ““ 

I am, 

(Signori) ERIC BARRINGTON. 


[19667] 


No* 108. 


Admiralty to Foreign ’Office.—(Received June 14 .) 


Sir, . 


>rf.ich His Majesty's ship ‘‘Alert'Xouldl.X m.^d h'f ?* t6e *•“ “F‘ 

1. The name of her Commander. 

2* To what nationality her crew will belong. 

*£»*<"»“ selection of a suitable 

SLisr ass 
s; sisteanarjas; aasas t *=**---*» 




NX 10*. 


[177S| 










to carry. A provisional complement was recently furnished to your Department as 
follows ■— 


OlpttoLD 
Lwai«tuAtK 
EnKiflufrt .. + ■ 

Petty oEBcera (ew&raeo) 
,,' „ (artificer) 

Native— 

Somhii ., •. 

Stoker* 



1 

i 

» 

* 

9 

2b 

18 


I am to suggest that Mr. Wallis might he asked tor information on those points 

^ In the meantime inquiry is being made of the Commtonder4u-c Large* Bermuda, 

as to when the vessel could be ready to leave. , , 

With reference to Mr. Wallis' telegram No. 24, which Its been received semi¬ 
officially from your Department, i am to state that the estimate of 1,1'->L for 
navigating the "Alert” from Bermuda to Liberia (mde Admiralty letter of the 
6th March) includes the cost of sending the crow from England to Bermuda and 
bringing them home from Monrovia. It™ not intended that the crow should be 

engaged in Liberia* . . . . i4 _ 

A further reply will he sent to the remaining questions dealt With m your letter 
of the '10th ultimo, via., the date when the first instalment of lhe purchase money., ns 
well as the cost of insurance, passage to Monrovia, and carriage of guns and 
ammunition should be paid. 

* I am. &c. 

(Signed) C, L THOMAS. 


[ 20041 ] 109 

Admiralty te fbrtfiyn Office, —(Jtecd&fld June 17 + ) 

gi r Admiralty t June 14, 1907* 

I AM commanded by mv Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you* 
for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, that the orders w hich 
have been issued to His Majcrtva ship " Mutine " for surveying duties on the Liberian 
coast nnd intermediate points Vn route include the taking of soundings off the west 
coast of Spain and Portugal in Older to define the 100-fnUiout line. The Commanding 
Officer has been warned to keep well outside the territorial limits in running these 

lines, 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) C, 1. THOMAS. 


[ 20066 ] No - lia 

Vtejfir#. Eider, Dempster, and Co, to Foreign Office.- -(Recited June 17.) 

Cotonitti How, Water Street, Liverpool, 
My clear Mr Clarke, Junr 14, 1907, 

' WK have had a conference with our Nautical Advisers with reference to these 
oiwm ports on the Kron Coast, and they say that Grand Cess would be a hotter open 
port than GnrmwL We get the hulk of our labour from Grand Cess, and excellent 
hrivs they are. You might kindly write me fully and lot me know what ports you 

decide we may go to, and'we will carry out your ideas. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) ALFRED L. JONES. 


[IS 322 ] 


No, Ill 

&!> Edward Grey to Consul Wallis, 


(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) p. . 

Ml’ despatch N a zo uf the 7th Jllfl , Office, June 17,1907. 

*J£u8 ££tSfitte 2P - ”" w v ith «f „r the 

can be discussed in London between the i'lrsidmW* T° r ° SL ' t ^ er othet mutters, 
the French Government. tfe 1 resident and Mm and a Represented™ of 

Vou should inform the President of the above confidentially 


[19667] No. 11 a. 

Jg. sir Sdriari Grey to Consul Wntlis. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

GUN-BOAT for Liberia. Ftrreign Office, June 17, 1907. 

bamg^ing^rr it J;i; < ^T Aar “ d «gto«re are 

The Admiralty suggest that to action there shCld ^twoTu™ I Si! 
and Six European Tjuttv officers TW iwrw *■*, *, Luropoan Lieutenant* 

of sixteen native stokers and twenty-fl^ jJative watstiaL S *T ]d * xm *& 

telegreLph how runny natives the crow will consisTof Ij J ln s fori ? me by 
Government will engage the extra officers that tlit- ^ether L, *° lj!beriaT * 

if so, at What salaries f the Adm,rolt * conmdm* necessary, and, 


[20176] No. m 

'rVeasury to Foreign Office.—(Runted June IS.) 

Sir 

1 THE Lords Commissioners of His T* Cha ? bcr *\ 1?, 1907. 

Sir Eric Harrington's letter of the Uil matnn* \ T ^ rt ‘ flsur ?' 1,:LVf * had before them 
lUb ultimo in which llis Maiestv's f i!?‘a oopy of a despatch of the 

inachisable to pro* the Liber inn Government 3 * would hc 

iSOSSSSt, £ £S SESf “ ‘ass? 

--icS'i'CLrs '2 

asters.c*- • ■«■>-»» ■w.vMttasa 

was not carried out; hut tbev cannot acquiesce in tvjf fl m !f rinfid w ^y tins 

and they would therefore) suggest that ^ho^wrian^ovJrnmrnf^ 1 ^ P^P 011 ™ 1 ™^ 
make n payment on account forthwith * eminent should he pressed to 

1W usM lor the >« to l 

1 am, (fee. 

_ (Signed) G. 11. MURRAY. 


[202911 No. lid. 

■W. Gambon to Sir Edward On #,—(fireeiW Ant 19.) 

M. lo Secretaire d Ltat, Ambastado ,h France, Lomlrrs, h l(i Jain )'K)7 

meat hWAngW. du 10 Aoflt. 1889, 











daua la Rmfere Tanoe devront itre soumises si ragrfrneni de* deux Gouvememcuta 
locans de k Cote d'Ivoire Fran^aiae et de la Cote d Or Anglaise, 

Si vgtre Excellence veut biea m'accuser itoption do la prwaaate communication 
ea me confimiant eon adheuion a cottc disposition addiiSonnalJe iv la Loflveution du 
10 Aollt, 1889, cat Change de notes eonetatera fentante entrc Lea deux bonvemer 

m6EtS ' Venillez, Ac. 

(Signd) PAUL CAMBOK. 


[20288] 


[20341] 


No. 116, 

Sir F. Bertie fo Sir Edward Grey,- [Received June 20,) 


(No, 20. Africa.) , 

g|p Fartfi Jane 18, 1907, 

ON receipt of your despatch No. 21, Africa, of the 2-Ub ultimo, 1 communicated 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs the course which Hk Majesty 9 * Governmmt 
intended to adopt in order to bring Chief Donna to mason 

1 have the* honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a note from M. Pichon, in 
which he states that the Minister for the Colonies, who bis been informed of the stops 
altout to be taken by ills Majesty's Government* hns instructed the GovernuisGenmal 
of Western Africa to report any measures which the Locet French authorities may be 
led to take with regard to Chief Donna. 

£ havflj &c, 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inchwnre in No. HG. 

4 

Af, PicAdn to Sir F. Bertie* 

M, r AmbassftdflUif, Paris* le 11 Jain, 1907, 

PAR uii office en dale du 27 Mai dernier, votre fisedfence u bicn vouln 
in'cntretcriir de Pattitude hostile prise dans la Liberia Occidentals par le Chef indigene 
Doimn et m arniniioer, eii mAmc temp, que le Gouvemoment Jlritanniqui: se proposait 
dknvoyer au Commandant du batai Hon de Sierra Leone Les ordres uforaeaLres pour 
que le Chef on question f&fc mis ii la raison. 


!S^SS.te’ T£,aw S 52 K 

, Agrd&s, 

(Sigod) a P1CIION. 


[17818] 


No. 117. 


^ No 31 j Foreign Office to Con tut Wallis. 

fyA' yg &¥!£. sg&ss 5$S?il8a£ Us 

aS&BESSSiSEEwSW 

fast two years tend, in his opinion, to show how easily it ;I r 0r durmg the 

^^ktosstoy. Sir Lrry Sot lnrtott cf^5Cta£2C 

which any difficulties have been experienced. ' r L m8 ™ lc ^ lrl 

In view of this expression of opinion^ I should be glad tf you cmiM rn^. u 
“ ol ™ coaerKta uu,ta “«* of the opposition from the natives to which you ^ 

I aoa r &e. 

(Signed) E. BARRINGTON. 


(20066] 


No. 118. 

Foreign Office to Sir A. Jones. 


^Jgsir^ w. «, uth ^ ®,2cs jsta-sl 

I beliovo to bo eorrrct of the present ports of entry in Liberia. ‘ ‘ ’ 

ri im ■ E T03Ume .* ! c d< Gnmd Cess" to which you allude is "Grand Sostcrs + ’ Tf 
Ins zs the case, I flunk we should be quite prepared to aM tFi^ Tin™.,, t> 

to open that place as a port of entry in WK*?’ST 6 

Hz?* bcen *- a * »*-W [ && 

tu l^Xtr«z 

seives in a position to subscribe towards the British eable to Monrovia. ’ ‘ 

n connection with these subjects I might perhaps recall to your recollection th* 
eonver^uon wehad m November fast, nnfthe assu4noo which you Oien nveZ ^ 

v&szstss’ e-^Kssss 


(Signed) 


I am, &e. 


W. CLARKE, 


[1778] 














Enclosure in No. 118.. 


Ports of Entry m Lfibetitt* 1W. 


Mono A 

Kaarc Lahun f siymi Leone frontier, 
Kcbaw&na { 

Jene ) 

Eobertaport (Cape Mount), 

Monrovia. 

Marshall (Junk River). 

Sasa (Grand Bassa). 

River Gena. 

Greenville (Stno), 

Nana Km. 

Nifu (T)- 

GftittWfl ^Garraway). 

Fifth town. 

Cape Palin as (Darfur). 

Half Cavalla. 

Weto, 30 miles up Cavalla River. 


[2Q604J So - 119 

Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 22.) 

(No, 31. Africa,) Parfr, June SI, 1007. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 20, Africa, of the 18th instant, r have the 
honour to transmit to yon herewith copy of a further communication from the Minister 
for Foreign Affaire relative to the measures which it was proposed to adopt against the 

Chief Pron i n ^ a made last January by Lieutenant Dd&ealle 

reenltinK in the submission of the Chief in question. 

The Governor-General of Western Africa has stated Ina opinion that there need 
be no fear of any hostile action on DwaimV part unless an expedition be sent against 
hiiti The French troopa have- beea ordered not to cross the Mahitua, and the 
Govemor-Ganend has expressed the wish that the Government of Sierra Laone should 
issue similar orders, and that, if necessary, the authorities there should address ihem- 
gfdves to the French authorities if any satisfaction weir- deal red. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCES BERTIE, 


Indbsunp in No 119. 

M. Piehim to Sir R Bertie. * 

M. TAmbassadenr Pari*, le 20 Jtiin, 1907* 

COMME suite k inn communication du 14 de co mois relative au Chef Libcrien 
Donna, ffii Thounour de porter a la connaissance de votre Escellenco quit In auite 
dune reconnaissance eSectudc en Janvier dernier par lo Lieutenant Delasa in dims In 
rdciob situee entru la rive gauche de la Mafintin ot de la Makona, fa dii Chef lit en 
aSsnn amsi que tons les mitres Chefs de la region; il prom.l de no plus tnvener 

la ^^ nsH) ^ ttant pgu imiicationfl, le Gouvernemeat de 1'Afrique Occidental ajout* 
que dans an pen sec, les autoritfo Britanniques nont plus i craindre d actoH hostile* de 
Donna a mo ins quo dee reoonnm francos ne soicut envoytCK ehe/. ini. ■ 

M ftouttm ajonte null a nreacril A nos troupes de ne jamais depos&er la .Mafintia 
en cea de pourauites centre lee pillars, «t exprimo le vesu que par rmptoCite, Ic 
OouveriLomunt de Sierra^Leone observe una ligpe de couduito analogue, et quo, le cub 
£ cb<knt, les autorites de la dito Colonie Aadroaaelit h nous pour obtonir satisfaction* 
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* C, V’- * * 

. 


Je vena semi recoimai&sant de vouloir bien porter ces propositions a la eonnaisaance 
de votre Gouveraement et do me faine oonnaitre sa.r^pcinse de iiuini&re A ce quo muu 
collfcguc, lo Miidgtre dee Colonies, pnisse auesit^t quo pcwsible en communiqupr le sens 
an Gouvernour dc TAfrique Occidentale. 

Agreed, &e, 

<S%n 6 ) S, PICHON. 


[ 20095 ] No. im 

Ocntfttf iVatiix to Sir Edward Grey,—{Received June 22.) 


(No. 26.) 
(Tclegraj 


pLeiejgrapMc,) P, sierra Leone, June taor. 

STATE of affairs on the Liberian frontier. 

Your telegram No. 14. 

I have to report that fill troops an? being withdrawn from the frontier immediately. 
On the 15th June a special messenger was sent through Sierra Leone to order troops 
to return to Monrovia. I have had considerable difficulty in obtaining their with¬ 
drawal, which may save the deplorable situation, for, after evasive reply and unfulfilled 
promises, negotiations to accomplish this end have been going on since February 
last. 

Thanks to false reports from Lomax* Liberian Government have been entirely 
ignorant of the situation. 


Sierra Leone, June 22, 1907. 


[20904] 


No, ISO. 


Consul Wailit to Sir Edward (hey,—(Received June 21..) 

(No, 40*) 

Sir, Monrovia, May 27, 1997, 

REFERRING to iht telegram No, 23 of the 18th instant, I have the honour to 
report that President Barclay lias been re-elected for four years, and that the 
constitution fur the term of This Office Jins been, changed from two to that of four 
years, 

Mr. J. ,L Dosscn Ilus been elected Vice-President. 

Mr. F. E. R. Johnson, formerly Attorney-Generah has been appointed Secretary 
of State, and Mr, C. 1>. B. King, formerly County Attorney, has been appointed 
Attor n ey.General. 

1 have, dto. 

(Signed) BRAPPHWAIT E WALLIS. 


[20176] 


No 122. 


Foreign O^rr*? to TVtfyjnury, 


Sir, Foreign Oflife, June 1007. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the J7(h infldnnt, respetsting the expenses of the domarcatbn of the Anglo*LiIkirian 
boundary, 

With regard to your request that the Liberian Government should be pressed to 
make forthwith a payment on account, of the expenses in question, I am to state, for 
the information of the Lords Commissioners of 113s Majesty's Treasury, that LI is 
Majesty's Consul for Liberia is about to conic to England on. leave, and that them is 
no one at Monrovia who could be intrusted with making a representation to the 
Liberian Government. The matter will, however, he discussed with Captain Braithwaite 
Wallis on his arrival, and Sir E. Grr-y will not fail to inform their Lordships of the 
result in due course. 

The question of the payment for the “ Alert*" winch as a matter of fact will not 
be delivered to the Liberian Government until the autumn, will also be discussed with 
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Captain Wallis, and a farther wmmunicAtion on the subject will then to addressed 
to you. | am &ih 

(Signed) ' KRfC BARRINGTON. 


[ 20291 ] 


No. 123. 

Sir Edward Greg (0 M* Camben. 


v t n Foreign June 2b, 1907. 

IHAVEtfc honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the mhiosta^ 
in which your Excellency informs me that the Trench GoTOrnfficnt assent to an 
addition beiri" made to the Anglo-French Convention of the 10th Anpust, 1880, 
p“g ttof licences to dredge in the neutral nature of toaM 

6c submitted to the common consent of the Governments of the Ivory Coast and 

^tove°toi honour to inform your Excellency that His Majesty's Government 
accept the addition of this provision, and that they agree to consider the present 
exchange of notes m giving effect to it. ^ ^ 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


120266] 


No. 124. 

Foreign Office (O Aimirvlty. 


Fbrieijft Office, June 2b, 1907. 

* T ’ 1 LAID 1 before Secretary Sir E. Grey your letters of the 12th and 18th hmi&nt 
respecting the purchase by the Liberian Government of the gun-boat Alert, 

? In reply 1 am to site, for the information of the Lords Commissioner^ of the 
Admiralty; that ilia Majesty* Consul at Monrovia baa been.uud me tot by telegraph, 
to inform the Liberian Government of your suggestions a* to the number of othe rs, 
jjetty-ofHccrSj and crew which it is desirable for the * 4 Alert to carry, and to inquire 

for what period the officers are to engage. , . t . 

With regard to the amount of leave which will be greeted to them, I am to 

state that they will receive annually two mouths' leave on full pay. 

With regard to engaging a crew to navigate the vessel to Liberia* the ^hote of 
the cost of which, including the my of the crew, it is understood from tire second of 
vourTttors uud^ reply, l LruUud I» the estimate of U7W turned m your 
idler of the pth March last. Sir B. Grey would to obliged d, wh™ the daw «f 
delivery of the “ Alert 1 ' to the Liberian Gov eminent is definitely settled, your lk pur 
ment would undertake all arrangement* in connection with it 

A further letter on the subject will be addressed to you after consultation with 
His Majesty* Consul at Monrovia, who is expected to arrive; m England shortly 

on leave. T 

I am, Ac, 

(Signed) ERIC BARRINGTON, 


[16746] 


No. 125. 

Sir Edward Grey to .V. On niton. 


F lleurv foreign Office, June 26* 1SHI7 

OUT I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, according to a despatch 
which I havo reoeived from His Majesty* Consul at Monrovia, a. I reach force is 
(Jitpp mobilised at Konabfy, by order of M. Roumu, the Governor General of the 
French Soudan, with a new* to punishing the Northern Liberum tnbos which have 
been raiding French territory * 
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Ln my reply to your Excellency* Memorandum of the 02nd March last I h»A tit* 
honour to Mate that, under agreement will, the Liberian dSSffifaf 
Government had temporally wtahlialiod military poets in the IGbhi district of lihena 

into whlr tho CT Kr fmn > Wall ' 8T d(ffl P atch wbat ia **m= *wt district of Liberia 

unwrSintv * tl in T 'n?^T S* (*“**“** ™w of this state of 

of th^-Wb rZ U * " t T T }* - vo,ir Lxcclleney would draw the attention 

in p nm A i Gojernmoiit to the desirability of instructions being sunt to the Officer 

of t{ f expodikon to avoid again nppreacbmg the district where the 
British posts are established, and from which, as vour Excellency will ramnmlmr tha 
French troops have only recently been withdrawn: f WlE1 reniG,,lbe L the 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[18322] 


No, isa 


fNo. 28. Africa.) ** **"* ** Mt ' Li “"' 

***’ I.HAVE reived Sir F. Bertie's despatch No. toT/th !T * 

inclosing a report by Mr. Clarks of a conversation between himself and M. liiujrer'of 
tlic French. Colonial Office, on the subject of Liberia. " ^ > 

- *PP™* P r(Jin] P^ e Clarke’s proposal that an effort should he mndt- tr, 

induce ills Liberian Government hi appoint a European Fiiiancini Comptroller ami to 
formal! armed force under European officers ; and I'consider, further tint the visit oft t 
IWmt ol Ltbem to this country, which it is anticipated iiU S pie in toe con™ 
tin. next few months will afford a favourable opportunity of cndeavourinir lu induce 
to Hepnbhc to adopt these two reforms, which, as* far as L to .can, ar?fsS to 
!ts future prosperity and to preserve Order in its own territory. “ 

t js .it moat neodlCnSS to observe that. His Majostv* (.iovFirnmeat would ho varv a>UA 
Could they secure the cooperation of the French Govemmom who equjjlv 

“ r c0r ^ in the rtottte «»o iD LiW^;T pr^hS 

; Fr Barclay tlio necessity of the two reforms above indicated, and I am uccordredv »,, 
inatnict you to address a note to the French Government in the above sense addins 
tliat in the event of the President coming: to Lundun tliev would Ivn "rh /W i ^ 

t KS*sra 

^wasttstis* | —• •—™ £ 

1 Should be glad to be favoured with Lhe views of the French Government chi thi* 

Mr “ “ lrly a **’ “ *^ EWe f ” otA ” I-' the uccitaa^ nrran^"‘ 0 T s ft 


I am, Ac. 


(■Signed) 


B. GREY. 


[18322] 


No. 10? r 


„ UJ 1( . v foreign Office to Colonial Office , 

(Confidential,) 

0||! ^ 

I AM directed by Sccnstaiy Sir E. Grey to transmit to you lierewiti^fo/thc^for- 
niauon of tho l:jir! ol Elgin, copies of various torrapondouco. as marked in Vl 
margin, 0 on the subject of affaire in Liberia. marJvod lu the 

1 am to suggest, for his Lordship's consideration, that it would Its inadvisable 
tins stage to commumcate them to A a Governor of Sierra Leone, and mh-M to 
sufficient to utlona b.a Excellency that tlte whole question of Liberia and itVr.dations 

* Nr* &2* t 93, 102. and ivc. 


[1776) 












to the jo^ghbouriug countries is under consideration and that in the meaiiwhiJo ao 
change should be made in the status quo on the Anglo-Liberirmi frontier, 

I w»* &e. 

(Signed) W. LAN GLE Y. 


* Ha. lift 










Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Foreign Office ; July 4* 1907- 

* WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 24th May last, 1 am directed 
bv Secretary Sir E. Grey to iransmit to you herewith n copy of a despatch from His 
Mflleaty , i Ambassador at P&rie,* respecting the measures to bo taken to punish the 
native Chief Donna. 

I am to state that Sir BT Grey win bo glad of any observations the Secretary of 
State for the Colonics may have to offer on the instructions sent by the French 
Government to the Governor-General of Western Africa in regard to this matter, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W, LAN GLE Y, 


[22148] 


No. 130. 


Sir A. Janet io Foreign Office.—(Received July 5 .) 

Colonial House, Water Street, Liverpool, 
My dear Clarke, June 26, 1907. 

T HAVE had a consultation with the Chamber of Commerce on this question of 
the guarantee for the Liberian cable. 

I cannot get on with the matter as regards the guarantee for the cable, but one of 
the memiiera of the Committee, a representative of the Sierra Lftono Coaling Company, 
has given me the inclosed, 

1 have seen Mr. Taylor on the subject, and he thinks it is no doubt satisfactory, 
but wo would have to go into the matter of expense.. . 

1 think, however, that it would put Sierra Leone in direct touch with the Liberian 

frontier. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) ALFRED L. JONES. 




No. i m 


[20341] 








■_ »- 


-r 


.... 






[2 20 SO] 


Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey,—-{Received July 4.) 

(Teie^aphic.) V. Sierra Leme, July 4 W 1901. 

GUNBOAT for Liberia. t 

The Liberian Governcnent wish the officeto engage for a period, of three years. 
The appointment of the two lieutenants and six petty officers is impossible owmg to the 
ooet being too great. I fear that Liberian Government cannot take gun-boat if it is not 
to be had upon terns already stated - 

Will you inform me by telegraph that arrangements about gun-boat are proceeding. 
I should bo grateful for a reply by the 6th instant 
See your telegram No. 16. 


No. 128. 
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laclosLire I j a No. 130. 
hitrra Leant Coaling Company to Sir A , Janet* 

Sir, Upland* Buildings, 3l f Castle Street, Liverpool, 

CABLE or land win, to Monrovia, A ** S5 * 1907 ' 

JSSAS^ & WM ° h ™ U ^ y °“ “* ^ wbot I 

%srJF£r& 

m ^^rSfS^^'Srr " 1 “^v^*° fl * 

caooenSd), If theC ™ dmi-iI (flt S“ F far ^ Sierra Leone k 

SulyTnahj a distance of about OS mjW th™ * uaraa ^^rough ^emi Leone territory to 

40 auW M, “ diatan “ ° f ab ° ,lt ^ *° 

fc, risbof 

eonld not, without the addition of a land line. ' me ’ * d ’ e pur P oso tliat » “hi* 

Yours faithfully* 

(Signed) P, DAVEY. 


Indies tine 2 in Xo. 1M 

Pl«* ,'spHtmg proposed Cubit Lint* thrwgh Sierra Ltont m d Ubtrian Ttnitorit,. 


[32089] So. 131, 

|No. 18.) ^ Edtpard 0rey t0 CQmul JWiflSf* 

Ule fn Edition of the appointment of the petty office™ be^t^J’ 38 "' 
nrmrnl buti it seen* necessary to ha™ Diem for Sso™ of ina™™ ' “ U yo,,r 

date a™ p^ r e( |i™ e<!m0 " i3 “ ^ y0U refcr in ^ telegram' No. 28 of tody's 


[20695] No. IflS. 

-Sir Afownf Grey /& .1/, Confab. 

Your Excellency 

WITH reference to previous correspond™™ mMT&li***’& 1 -. 
Liberia, l have the honour to inform your Kv^llem-y P t JVV' * <? ln 

teys&K &£•“ "”>>■-«■« ijissiftss 

«.i,'L'C!zT 3 K ” SSStlS^'£ 25 ?~*“ “ .** J — 

I have, (ftc, 

(Signed) E, grey. 






















[22148] mo . l&b 

Mr H C/urk* lo Sir A 

Dear Sir Allied Jones, Forwrni J*fc 9, 1907. 

I AM much obliged for your letter of the 20t3i ultimo. 1 am sorry to hoar that 
you do not see auy prospect of obtaining even a small guarantee for the Sierra Leone- 
Monrovia cable, l had hoped 'from what you said, that the auecee* of the scheme was 
assured in consequence of your support 

I am afraid there is no use in thinking of a land cable, which would, I ana 
informed, be much more expensive titan one laid by sea, and, an it ia not so much that 
Liverpool and Manchester object to a sea cable as that they do not care to subscribe to 
anything of the kind, I fail to see how the introduction of a acheme for an alternative 
route would do any good. 

I presume 1 shall hear from you presently in regard to your letter of the 21st ultimo 


iSigned,! A. W ( CLARKE. 


[22964] ^ !**■ 

Coionuil Office fa Foreign Office .— {Received July II.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies: presents his compliments to ihe 
Under-Sec retail of State for Foreign Affairs, and is directed by the Secretary of State 
to transmit, for the information of Sir E. Grey, with reference b\ the letter from the 
Foreign Department of the 8tb May, copy of correspondence on the subject of the 
establishment, of direct telegraphic communication between Monrovia and Freetown. 

Downing Street, July ID, lfN>7. 


Incksure 1 in No 134. 

GunfruiM* Ptobyn to the Fttrl of L’kjin, 

(Con.ffden.tiaL) 0 overti mmi House, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, Jane 12, 1007. 

I HAVE dm honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential despatch of 
the 15th May respecting the establishment ol direct telegraphic oommumcauon between 
Freetown and Monrovia. 

& In paragraph 2 of your despatch the word 11 guaranteed " is employed, I under- 
stand, however, thai it is intended tb&t this Government should contribute an annual 
sum of 200/, towards a subsidy to be paid to the African Direct Telegraph Company for 
fifteen year^ Reports on lids proposal have been n ude by the Collector of Customs 
and the Colonial lAminagrtur-General and others The reports arc in favour of the 
subsidy being given, and I propose asking tho Legislative Council to pass a resolution 
in Favour of the proposed subsidy. 

t have Ac. 

(Signed) * L. DROBYN, Governor, 


In closure fi in No. 13*. 

Liverpool C'AfUiiftfr of Commerce fo Colonial Office. 

„ fAverpoot, June 27, 1907 

I AM directed by the Committee of the African Trade Section to eav that they 
have been approached by the Liberian Devefopnu m Company and asked whether they 
would join in & financial guarantee in order lo have cable communication established 
between Monrovia and Sierra Leone. After careful consideration the Committee name 



to the concluaiou that their interests in Liberia were not aaffiflieat to warrant them 
SflOiptiBg Uie invitation to guarantee part of the expenace. ■ 

f hiivc, Ac. 

(Signad) THOMAS H. BARKER, Steretary. 


120604! 


(No. 32. Africa.) 
Sir, 


No. 135. 

Sir Edu ard Grey to Sir F r Bertie. 


T IT A \n? i a j - i . fiorvign O^fj, July l£2 t 1907. 

u blitl l,,lde t my *Jp»^BW*imyoor Excellency's despatch No. 21, Africa, 
of the 21st tdhmo, on die subject of affairs hi Liberia, and more especially nf ip,, 
expedition which is about to be undertaken by the British forces, againsf Chief Donna, 
the note from the French Minister for Foreign Affairs which h therein 
VJ"f J r ' H shitcfl that the French troops have been ordered not to ereaa 

V M diulia, and expreesee the hope that similar mstraetiana may i Je given to the 
Commandant of the Sierra. Leone forces. 

« r ™P TL f ion ’ Excellency will have seen from my despatch 

l >f r h f J ;i m]:Lr -' ^ that the Fr( - C]clj troops had been withdrawn 
from i he neighbourhood of the ttitte temporarily occupied under agreement with 
the Liberian Government by the British forces. It appears Hint this is not the m ■ 
on the contrary, it would appear dial the French troops have advanced something like 

"ri”l cl^Lute d ~ '" thiQ ° f0W ,,f ““ *“**“ of the 

M. Pictlm, now .aglets thin the AUfintiu should be regarded as the li m , „f 

K?£m?Z* r L'- 'f ?, ° «**««• 0{ * e *‘ un of Uw Swop* of the two countries. 

He adds that Chief 1 Joann has undertaken to confine himself to tho left bank of dial 

river, ami quotes the opinion of the GovermnsGeueral of Ulsteru Africa that no 
apprehension nm be antertamed m regard to Chief (foniin^ proc^xliii^ unless an 
. xpeditmn should bo sent againsl him. 1 * 

This opinion may be correct, but in view of the fact that Chief ffcWs country is 
only a few miles from the frontier of Sierra Imue, while il, j & El sr ,. M many f^m tlm 
Ireiidi, it would appear to be much more convenient that the ^British fo^es should 
maintain order there, and, a-n a mutter of fact, as you are aware, ordera have already 

rhe whole position of affairs seems to print unmistakably to the necessity at as 
oariy a date as possible, of coming to stuns arningemonl in regard to the filleres of 
influence within which the British nod hroneb troops should respectively police the 
Labenan frootwr districts and this point might well form a subject of discussion 
at the Conference between the President of Liberia and Representatives of the British 
and french Governments, which, m my despatch No. 28, Africa, of the 26th ultimo I 
instructed your ISxceUency to sngge .,1 to the Freud. Government should take place in 
IA>ndon this outuran. I ^ ^ 

^ our Excellency should address a note In tlLts seusft fo the French Government 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) K. GREY. 


123034] 


No. 130. 


^ tr F. Bc'iiP to iHr Edward Grey.—(Received July I Of 

(No, 21, Africa.) 

Sir ' k , T1 . Pffm, July 17, i907. 

,, J IL\\ L l.3m honour lo inform you that l have this day addressed a tmre to tJm 

h rends GovflmiEH Ut m tlie awbe nf your despatch \ T U. 32, Africa, of the I2lli iu^ijitu 
rofipccting ike measures to be mkci, for llic dmsuycmciiNjf ike Chief Dnimci in l iborii/ 
m,d the adviHfihihty uf a (h^u^niqji of ih,- subject at a CodI trtmco m London 
A copy of toe nolo in question i» Jirroiu hidascd- 

I have, Jhb* 

(Signed I FRANCIS BEIITIB, 


[ 1778 ] 







m 


Inclosure in No. 13®- 
Sir F, Brrti* ta M Pi chon. 

U 1 if' Inf Paw, July 17* 1907- 

I Dll) Lot fafl to transmit to Hi* Majesty's Principal Secirtaiy of State for Foreign 
\IIaire cony of your Esccilencv's note (land the 20t.li .lone last, respecting the measures 
to adopt against the Liters .Chief Donna, “f 
to which they bail given rise on the part of the t.overuor-t.eneral of 1-reach est 

Af ”'lhave the honour to inform yonr Esoellcncj lllat I hate received a despatch from 
Sir Edward (irev to the effect that Hie Majesty's (lovernment were under the impression 
from a Memorandum dated the full January last from the French fanha^sy m fo-m fin 
that the French Irnops had been withdrawn rein the neightathood ofthe u ™wnj 
temwranlv occupied under agreement with the? Liberum (loyeyumenl by (lie ltntiwfJ 
S Ita^rhowevcr.thatsuchis no, the t .W y.,ntrnry the French 
troops seem tiihave advanced alxml ytl iml.w into the Repuhbc, and to be within a 
few miles of the head-amartorH of the BnU&k Commandant ut \\ made, t 

Sir Edwaid Grey lindi^iriiui* h-cuti your Esetitency a comm sin 3 cation to me, (itited 
the EOth ultimo, iI ilu. the ie that the MafinUa shouldI he regarded ns the hm 

£ , r demarcation between the respective spheres of action of the troops of tl c two 
countries It ie added in your Excellency's note that Chief Donna Jtas undertaken n> 
coniine himaelf to the left bank of lhat river, and the opinion of the i.ovcmor-Gcitora 
of French West Africa is quoted that no apprehension need he entertained m regard 
to Chief Domia’a proceedings unless an expedition he sent again»( him- 

It appears, however, to His Majesty^ Government, in \w of the fee iof^-lnef 
Donna's country being only a few miles from the frontier of Sierra Lwne^whilo it ia a 
amt many milea from the French frontier, that it in much more convenient that the 
fh-itmli forces should maintain order there; and, as a matter of fact, orders have already 
been aent to the local British Commandant to take the necessary measures to bnug 

^ In\hf opinion ^f His Majesty's* Government the whole position of affairs seems to 
uoint unmistakably to the necessity of coining to some arrangement at as early a date 
as possible in regard to the sphered within wluch the British and French troops should 
respectively police Lhe Liberian frontier distncte- fair MwA Grey OO^den that 
tiiisiKjml might well form a subject of discussion at the Conference between the 
Kent Liberia and Reputetives of the British and French Govm-nmenL, 
which t as Mr. Lister had the honour to suggest to your Excellency m hia note dated 

the 27th ultimo, might take place in London this autumn. 

I have, etc. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


[24079J 


No. 137. 

M. Cambon to Sir Eduard Orey t —[Received July 20.) 


Ambassade dr France, Londres, 

M.loSecrfUired'J-tot. . „ f» 19 J»/W. 19OT. 

p a}{ s a note du 10 Mai dernier, vofere Excellence me faisait wivou que te 
Gouvcmmnent liritaunique consent! mit pour sa oommuniquerau Gouverncmcut 

FrcifliCais le [irocfs-vurVi.nl signe cn 1003 pour la damnation d° la frontlcre Anglo- 
libcriminr, wits la condition de recevnir <sn dchange comtmmicat.ions des Arrangement* 
analogues auxquels pourrait dflDudr lieu lit delimitation des frnntures Franco- 

UM S“3: ohargfi de foire eowinStre it votra Excellence que men Gouvememeut 
ureml trte volon tiers ^engagement demand* par le Gouvt^ement Eoyrd rt qu il serait 
heuTCUs de rtoevoir uommuitioatioii du proems-verbal Anglo* Li herlen de 1903- 

\euiilez, Ac. 

(Slgnd) PAUL GAMBON. 


[24541] 
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No. 137 a. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Cambon , July 22 t 1907» 

EN fniflanl eosuaitre a M, le Sfinistre des Affaires Elrangeres le& vpee du 
Gouvernement Britanuique aur les reform os financiered ct militaires quhl serait 
destmble de voir intrpduire dans ie Liberia, Jc Charge d'Affaires d'Angletorre a Paris 
demand ait. Ie 27 -Jum dernier, si lo Gouvernement de la Bdpabliquo soniroit au 
{joiiveruomcnt Royal pour con&eillei- ecs refooucs au President de In Rdpubtique de 
Liberia pendant sou procham voyage en Europe?; Mr. i.ister euggcrnit quuu .Ichnnge 
do vueg ait hen k Londres, si Ie President du Liberia vieitait cstte capitate, entre des. 
iiopresuntrints des Administrations Colonfalea Fran^aisa et Anglaise afin dtetablir un 
accord eur lee meilloors movens d'assurer la stability du Gouvernement Lihdrien, 

situation politique de la France au Liberia se trOUvorait snuvegardete le jour oil 
Jit deiimitotion do la fronti^re outre cet ICttit et les possesaioUB L ran^aisc^ limitrophefi 
auniit assure la sdenrite de cos possess ions. Co but pamtt devoir thro proebaiaement 
sttemt par 1 adoption d un trace do fronticres confonne aux desiderata du Gouvome- 
mciit 1'rarnyvis. Dun nutre cote, lea intereta commercially de la France au Liberia 
Bout do faible importance. 

l ift dehors des questions de delimitation nctuellemcnt a l^ttide, la Franco ne pent 
que poursuiyre le maintien du statu quo politique au Liberia. II nV axuait lieu pour 
elJe do se departir do eette attitude qu'au cas oil la situation actuate itequerait d r @tre 
afiectee eoit par Ja desegregation de LEtat Libenen, soit par riutervemion effective 
q une 1 u?&gance ay ant au Libt^ria des interefcs preponddranta. 

Ambassade de France, I^mdres, 

ce 22 JuiUet, 1997, 


fi 

[24923] M, 137 b. 

ConiUif FFa/fij' to Sir Edtcard Grey, — (Received July 27,) 

(Ko. 43. Confidential,) 

8ir, r . . .. Monrovia, June 10 t 1907v 

1 HAVE the honour hi forward Lctewith duplicate uf a letter received from 
Mr, Lnmnnt, Frincipal Inspector of Cufltoms and Finaneifil Aihiser in Liberia, upon the 
smuggling of Messrs Elder, Dempster, and Co.'s steamers, of which Sir Alfred L. 
Joncg, KtC.M.CLj is the head. 

, A report upon an interview^ with that gentleman upon this subject was sent to rue 
hi Sir Erie Barrington’s despatch of the 24tS November, 1906. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) BRAlTHAVAlTE WALLIS. 


Inelosure in No, 137 n. 

Mr. Lament to Consul IValtix. 

^ r r CiiJiomff, Monrovia^ June 3, 1007. 

I HAVE the honour to ask you to kindly give the following mailers your 
consideration with a view to submitting the same to His Britannic Majesty's 
Government. J J 

t regret to say that the warning given to Sir Alfred Jones respecting the wholesale 
contraband trade carried on by his steamers at Liberian non-ports of entry has produced 
no tiiJ'ect, and that the nefarious traffic is persisted in to the great detriment of Liberian 
revenues and trade. This ia in great measure due lo the lenience shown by Sir Alfred Jones 
to the ship masters reported as guilty. J.agt year His Britannic Majesty's Government 
0slied on him to explain respecting the steam ship "Ancobra/ and an assurance was 
given that the master at that vessel would be punished, but, contrary to that assurance, 
tsir Alfred Jones promoted or transferred the captain (Denny) of that vessel to a better 
command, lie also promised to limit liis vessels to lhe legal ports ot entry, but this ia 
[1778] 2 M* 










another promise he lias utterly failed to redeem- No attempt 1ms been made to put A 
stop to a trade reflecting' the greatest discredit on British shipping amt British prestige 

While it may he signed that His Britannic Majesty s Government arc under no 
obligation to protect the revenue interests of Liberia, the friendly feeling hitherto 
displayed by Great Britain to this weak Republic warrant* my putting the situation again 

"before His Rritannic Majesty's Government. a . . .. k f 

There is one aspect of this huge illicit trade—an international one—to which t 

specially desire to draw attention. „ , . j 

The particular dues of goods illicitlv landed on the Libctisn coast is mm or other 
raw spirits. By the terms of the Brussels Conventions a fixed rate of duty » kid down 
under which the various Powers in the liquor zone agree cot to reduce their spirit 
Tariff—ft measure wisely given effect to—to control the spirit traffic on the \\ est Const 
of Africa 

The wholesale landing of large consign meats of barrels of spirits, numbering 
as many as 300, and even OQG, of 20 gallons each, without the burden of duties being 
laid on is a breach of international law of an aggravated type- _ . 

Ilia Britannic Majesty's Government, as a signatory to the terms of the BnraeJa 
Conventions, will, 1 am confident, very strongly deprecate action by Bntiali lines of 
steam era that compromises so serion&ly the good name ami faith ot His Britannic 

Majesty^ Government. . , ...... . ..» 

The German lines running here do not ply this contraband trade, this being strict! 
prohibited by Messrs. Wocrmunn, Hamburg. After a careful study of the ad uni ion 
fim convinced that the only offenders arc the shipmasters of Messrs. Elder, Dempster, 
and CflJs vessels running to the West Coast. . 

The fact that these British lines, viz., the British and African Bteam-sMp C & ^T 
tion Company and the African Steam-ship Company, persist in this large and wholesale 
contraband trade is locally ruinous to the prestige of I!is Britannic Majesty a Govern 
ment and militates most disastrously against my position and progress in this country. 
If the traffic were of the ordinary petty type I should not advance thu complaint, but it 
its carried out in such wholesale proportions, and in such barefaced defiance of ItegLi a- 
tions. that the matter is one that I feel convinced can be meet effectively settled by Hm 
Britannic Majesty's Government stepping in strongly on the matter and cam pel ling 
Sir Alfred Jones to actually take such stringent measures that the trade will ho 

German merchants of Liberia have complained repeatedly to me of the damage 
done to their legitimate trade, and from what 1 know and see their complaints are 
justified to the lost degree. The printipal German agent at Since forwards me a letter, 
a copy of which 1 attach, reporting the calling of two steamer*?, viz., the steam-ship 
(Captain Jones), and the a team-ship ■■ Abeokula, at Saos lo^ti {not a 

Customs port of entry), and landing 1 there large quantities of nee and rum to the 

absolute destruction of the legitimate trade of the country. 

Other steamers of Elder, Demote re I have evidence of the clearest type 
are the steam-ship Soho," steam-ship " Roukmft," and steom-flhip "Chanm. -All ot 
these have recently landed large quantities of rum and nee on the Km Coast at non- 

' 0rtS In f &gam bringing this matter to the notice of His Britannic Majesty'* Government, 
I would urge that Sir Alfred Jones be called On to redeem the promises he gave His 
Majesty’s Government last October to limit the call* of his steamers to the legal porta 
of entry, and to direct his ship-masters lo obtain their sdiip-hoys {kru labourers) from 
these points. Calls are made at the non-porta of entry on the pretext of obtaining or 
landing ship-hoys, and then wholesale contraband is tarried ott. Ample supplies ot 
labour can be obtained at the legal ports of entry, a list of which is appended. 

I would also respectfully urge that the makers of the above vessels be called to 

account and punished by Sir Alfred Jones in a more effective manner than by merely 
transferring ihcm to better commands, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. J, LAMQNT, 

Chief Inspector of Customs, Liberia. 
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Maritime Ports of Entry in Liberia. 


Manoh, 

Cape Mount, 
Monrovia. 
Marshall, 
Grand Bassa, 
River Cess, 


Since* 

Nana Kru. 

Garraway. 

Cape Palmas. 

Half Cavalli. 

(Signed) W. J. LAMONT, 

Chief Inspector of Customs. 


[24933] No. 137 0 , 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey.^{Received J u ly 27 .) 

(No. 53, Confidential.) 

firt* ' 

lT * T rr * tm i ± , , * Monrovia, July 1&Q7> 

„ i d r\r ™ honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir P. A. Campbell's despatch 
2 0 : % uf t3lc 30tb \toy last, upon the subject of a statement made by lieutenant 
Dolasnlte, ono of the French officers stationed in the Krai district, to the effect that 
the Liberian Government has granted to the French the right to police the frontier 
within a definite zone. 

In repijr, I have the honour to report that President Barela v assures me that no 

such permission, was over granted to the French, and that there is no truth In thi$ 
report* 

I hare, &c, 

(Signed) JHlAlTOWAlTE WALLIS, 
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No, 138. 

Colonial OJict to Foreign Office*—{Received July 27,) 


tile nih^iiiSS^d"t W 10 “ k,l ®» led *e t! ’c wtiJi^CkEof 
Liter,«» frontier, and of jour further tetter rf (tle Mb ; n ,7 M |, 

J telegram from Hi* Mjjeet/a Consul at Mean,,via, in Xeh t l'SZk 
b “ ea ° l ° Witbdr8W 10 Monrovia with the Liberian troupe under his 

o ,J 1 J® . 10 ,ake this opportunity of transmitting, for the information of Sccretarv 
Sir Eduard Grey copies of the despatches from tlie Governor of Sierra Leone relating 
to the presence of Liberian troops and Liberian Customs officials in the north Jest of 
the policy of His Majcst^s Government i(1 re J T1 

o H ie British OMp*on of that AfefeL I am also ^ mdoae . Z if S 

ThiS‘K 1 f C Corrt - s pondence with the Governor, arising out of a rumour that the Kissi 

™!n 3t ^ military operations were directed in 

1905 and IU06, » about to avail himself of a promise of safe-conduct, and'to eo to 
ol^ie for an interview with officer* of the Sierra Leone Government " 

3 r am to r«M you to inform Sir Bdward Grey that Lord Elgin ames with hia 
option that the correspondence inclosed in your letter of the 2nd insist should not 
be commurneated to Hie Governor of Si em Leone at present, and to “ st toe 

SteiRffih'of feter! 1 * 22,,i b “ bCCn fta, " ed in ***£ «‘b 

I am, do. 

(Signed) R. L. ANTROBUS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 138. 

Go pernor Proby n ^ fAr Ear/ of Elgin. 

Government House, Freetown, Sierra leone, 

- lOHfiu - * -Way 31, 1907. 

... " [ 1 1 to Jour Ctinfideutiu 1 dcspitcl, of the 17th Msj, rcsiBciin- the 

withdrawal of the Liberum troop, from the neighbourhood of the British outposts in and 

d!b,V»L*w!3 1 I ,a , vc the bonour to indole oopj of o Confidential Report, 

daten the 23 rd May, which 1 have just received from Major Le Mean tier. 

* f or , the * Br P We this despatch l assume that President Barclay will have 
sufficient influence over Major Lomax and bis men to bring about their withdrawal 
r^desure to stole, however, that I believe that this assumption will be found to be 

3. In paragraph 2 of the Report it is stated that Major Lomax (in command of Ihe 
Libera - soldiery) has under,.m.ed the authority of Mr, Hughes, the Liberian Optoma 
ofTiter, The Report shews that Mr. Hughes loots to Major Le Mesurier for support 
Jt seemn to he natural that Mr. Hughes should expect support from Major Le Meaurier 
a rut the latter under existing conditions, ia hound to give th- support asked for. The 
nativds know (hat Mr. Hughes represents the principle of Liberian Administration, and 
they consequently assume that we are indirectly supporting that AdidinLstration. Even 
■ " A P T Y* ma * “<■ bis men retire, the natives will continue to have the moat 
unfavourable opinion of the Liberian Administration. There are two Liberian Customs 
ofhcore stationed at or near Kanrc Laliun, viz., Mr. Hughes and Mr, Madougblan, who 
Uiftfioa European, and i* stationed at a post on the Liberian frontier uhfch is about 
15 miJes south of Kanre Lahun. These Customs officers work with the a^intaucc of 
mitLve proven]ivc officers, it is a malter of absolute certainly thm Borne of the latter 
will (m spite of every effort made by the European Customs officers) u*e tlieir position 
as a means of Oppressing and pillaging the natives, ] mate that Ibis u a matter of 
ahsoJnie certainty because cases are on record in which native Sierra Leone Custom* 
preventive othecra have abused their position. The natives will regard uh an responsible 










(Confidential.) 
My LqtcI, 
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lor oil abuses by die Liberian native preventive officers. That wo should hr blatiicd for 
midi abuses is the inevirable result of the pteeenl unomJous by wind. Libsrm 

is nemiitterl to exercise civil administration in a country which is for tin time being 
umicr our military adir.inislrntioo. The power and influence of our military ainnimst ra¬ 
tion are therefore seriously jcopardined in two wayg— 

(n.l By tbe past malpractices of Major Lomas men ; and , , .. . 

(4.) By the misunderstandings which must arise from the existence of l.ihonaa 
native preventive oditjers. 

*, . * t Urtiflr Le Mesurier states that the Chiefs are 

wa. »• r«. ■=»» 

.« W. “ w “ ' ff-b gg.wgff.’irt St"^“SajS?3 

the uresence at Kanre Uhun of Liberian troops and of Liberum Ciustoms officer 
ThwiL having been a divergence of opinion in the- mutter* however, the Li icnaii 
Government bare, in point offset, had an opportunity of undertaking the adi»mistrat.on 
ot iiic country. The result of this attempt is described with admirable pruiaboti 8 
Edward Grey s despatch of the 9th May, which is inclosed m your despatch under 

acknowledgmcnL should be done. In considering this question, it 

is nocciarv rbear fn mh“ Sat it is fallacious to think that it woul. be o( dreat 
advantage to Sierra Leone if the territory inquoatwa was under the ™ot™l ot s strong 

StSSl aSB 2 

made that the Liberian Government will at some future time j >ecome poi^rtd and 
efficient, it must be considered that a railway or improved roads wouM be made in a 

SU «*■ ; r "rKS.aiSCJ! 

5C*ex.‘.k *«i««..i »w i k..™ “ "“axis's: 

e mi ion i spumed) natural l\ pose to Monrovia or to tape Mount. Loth places an ebs 
“ VSM the tfur. Uhnu dmtriet Cargo can be load^ and unk*dedrt 
..11 t : mw (> f the year at Cape Mount, and without the md of surf-boats , ft bu.ak at r 
could be constructed at CapeMounl without difficulty, 

useful port The natural trade port tor the Xante Uhuh district jsiyjionnt or 
Monrovia and not Freetown. Baiima. the terminus ol lira railway, is -Jl mills 

'""'^g^The'fcct tb^BtenT^onT f — ** «— 

„,av be mentioned the‘claim recently advanced on bahalt of that Government Hit 

elicet that Import duties paid to Sierra Leone should he refunded ™ 

the Liberian Customs offices at Kanre Uhiiu, in spite nt the fact that turn offic would 

should bo ceded or Iced to 

H ' a !QPS»U£^f-<« ***** 

for the L'olonial troops to leave the territory, fbe responsibility ior tiie inhumanity 
fee with Government. If it £eaid that the latter ft too weak to »bj 

the territory and thm Unliafi troops should remain in thui territory, J respectfully mg 

to submit thit the cost of these troops should be borne bj ‘.'L ?Kry tolETMijsrtv 
not by this Colony. The bettor pian, namely, cession ol .he umto? W“* 

hart been decided in be impracticable on inter national grounds, uud rins, 1 submit, «fn^, 

11 < j ij.y, dntv of nrevcatitiff the inhumanity is not a Loiouiiri question. 

S ut iSS W US to underike the administration of the territory under 
eonditionUhS com^ th; officers in charge to 10 U the Chidi. that, at an iur ehmte 
date in the future, we intend handing over the country to that Govern incut. which they 
dcspiwe and detest, namely, the Liberian Governscut Hie opinion ol the ■iwtivca with 
rw^cl to the Liberian Government* rightly or wrongly, can only be described b> the 
two adjectives nhich I have used 


The question of the future Government is one which cannot be left in abeyance 
as is shown iu paragraph t of Major Le Meauricr’s Report. The Chiefs will 
insist on knowing definitely whether there ia any intention that the country shall 
ultimately be under the control of the Liberian Government, and, if the officers in 
charge are compelled to answer this question in the affirmative, it will inevitably follow 
that out temporary administration will he full of difficulty ami danger. There will le a 
constant feeling ol unrest, the people will fuel that their energies will be better 
directed against the approaching Liberian invasion (as they will regard it) rather than 
in attempting to develop the country, 1 am convinced that the opinion which [ thus 
express uh to the attitude of the natives will he supported by every officer who has had 
experience of administration over native tribes on the coast. 

10. I propose, therefore, that the Liberian Customs officers at Kanre Lahun should be 
informed that the West African Frontier Force will he withdrawn from Kanre Lahun at 
the beginning of next dry season, 

11. I propose that the Chief* should be informed that it is not intended that the 
Colonial troops should remain permanently either at Kanre Lahun or at any other 
particular point iq the territory east of our boundary, I think that the Chiefs should 
also be informed that it is intended that the Colonial troops should make occasional 
patrols in force {riot less than 300 strong) through the Chicfdoms, and that any who have 
disturbed the r l riba] Governments; which during our temporary occupation we have 
been dealing with, will be punished. The proposed patrols will he able to elicit 
information as to the movements of the French. 

+ A* far as the Liberian Government is concerned, past events supply u sufficient 
justification tor these patrols. 

12. The recommendations in paragraphs 10 and 11 of this despatch are made by me 
in a spirit of compromise. 

The territory iu question cannot be satisfactorily governed unless the military and 
civil adminiatrationa are undertaken by one Power. If Liberia was able to undertake 
such administration* there would be no question. If the Sierra Leone Government 
were authorized to undertake the ad ministration j success could only he expected if the 
officers were able to tell the natives in plain terms that the Liberians would never have 
anything to do with the country; uulefis the officers can give that assurance the 
administration would necessarily be unsatisfactory. 

The compromise proposed by me in the two preceding paragraphs will tend to 
strengthen the existing Tribal Governments, and will help to bring about a settled 
feeling in the country. 

The proposal that the Colonial troops should make occasional patrols in force can, 1 
think, he carried out without incurring any risk of leaving the Sierra Leone Protectorate 
without a sufficient force tor the maintenance of Iand order ; the patrol might begin 
at the north of Komadiigii and proceed along the French boundary ; it wjlJ continue its 
way through the Kkri country, and re-enter the Protectorate through the Kanre Lahun 
territory. 

The suggested jjatml will involve some additional expense, and there is itlwayr- the 
possibility that ihc officer in command of the patrol may deem it necessary to leave it 
body of men temporarily in the Kissi country or in Kanre Lahun. 

As already stated* past events justify the proposals in so far ns the Liberian 
Guvernmimt is concerned. If* however, the latter Government or any person 
reprosenting its interest protest against these patrols* l respectfully submit that there 
is only one course open, namely, to throw the responsibility for Liu- complete 
administration of the temtorities upon the Liberian Government 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) L. PftOBTK. 


Indosurc 2 in Mo. 138* 

Major Le Afentrfrr to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone, 

£ Confidential) F^wfudf* Afsy 23, 1S07, 

I HAVE the honour to forward the following Report on the general situation at 
Kanre Lahun and the country south of the Moa, and on the results of Major Lomax* 
continued presence in this part of Liberia, The Report in based on reliable information 
[I77fl| 2 7f 
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received from Lieutenant Patterson, now at Kanre Lahun, and W fulij Confirmed by 
reports I have received from natives ;— 

2 Major Umax is at present at a town called Dodo* about 30 miles sfratb^c^t of 
Kanre LabU, Mr. Hughes. Ourtoma officer and Commissioner 
Kanre Lalum, report* that be is constantly receiving complaints from Chiefem the vicinity 
of Kanre Lnliun ami Dodo. These reports state that Major Lomax and bin men compel 
the Chiefs to bring in supplies of rice, catle, aheep, frwla, f ° r ^bich no payment is 
made, and that in consequence of this the whole district is diflturbed, most of the pcop e 
rurmin- into the bush. Tills latter U serious at this time of the year, *lwn people 
8hoiihllie working al their farms. Mr. Hughes states thati tnatc ^ rapidly incoming 
paralvzcd. Apparently Major Lomax has given out publicly that he a guing to slay a 
Scrnhle time atl>odo P (hat he has placed Mr, Hnghus temporary m charge a 
Kanre Latron* to which place be (Major Lomax) intends to return later and r^ume 
control The result of this is that Mr, Hughes 1 authority is senoualy impaired. J he 
majority of the Chiefs in that district are desirous of working for Mr. Hughes, hut are 
afraid to do ho for Tear of incurring Major Lomax 5 displeasure md auburn punish¬ 
ment There is no doubt (hat Major Lomax has been undermining Mi Hu.ghea 
authority With the natives ■ there are numerous witnesses to prove this. 

3, It also appears that armed Liberian soldiers casually stroll into kUKi Lahua 
without any order, from Major Lomus, who seems to have no better control ot In* im rj 
than he reported he had a month ago. These men cause gru^e disturbances in the 
town. On the gOtb infant one of these men was in the town giving out that 
Mr. Hughes had no authority there, and that he wp only there (cmporsri y lie 
iudled the people to strip some of Mr. Hughes’ Customs guards of their khaki clothing, 
nnd generally made a great disturbance. Mr. Hughes had the man arrested. He 
was found to have been drinking, and was very violent. At Mr. Hughes request. 
Lieutenant Patterson allowed him to bo temporarily placed in the Ironlu-r g^rd^om. 

I would beg to most strongly protest against Liberum soldiers being al towed at Kamt 
Limn while it remains a frontier siation, end I would be obliged if might fee given 
authority to authorize Lieutenant Patterson to arrest any of them whom Mr. Hughes 

should Z ider ua a e ^ ^ former representation to Major Lomax (that I should have 
to arresi any of his men I found on the north bank of the Moa), his men have at 
nrc^ut confined their attentions to the country to the ^th of that river But 
rumours, often perhaps exaggerated, have spread over tins part of the country, .md have 
hatla moat disquieting effect. 1 have recently returned tmm a patrol Hi rough this 
country From the questions the Chief* asked me, there is no doubt they arc quite 
uLhl/to understand the present state of affairs, They - anted to know about the 
administration of the country and the present status of Major Lonmx and hu 
soldiers. They arc unable to reconcile our mode of administering this country with 

our permitting such atrocities to be committed a few m * ]es ov j! r t]iy ^ vcr - ^ ls . 
necessarily very disturbing to the country, and Chiefs with ideas ot extending their rice 
farms are anting themscKea whether it is worth their while to make turnup the produce 
from which may bo looted. 1 am, ot course, unable to toll them whether we going 
to star in the country for a year longer or not, L find myaell jdaccii m a icrj difficult 
position and can only try to soothe their fears, and tell them that I hope that there will 

be ii more sallsfactory state of things at an early date 

5 I would most strongly urge that steps be taken to expedite the departure ot 
Major' Lomax and his men. Should his withdrawal be found to be impossible, I 
would suggest our leaving tins country, hut lor the fact thai it would be almo.t 
inhuman t leave those people to be plundered at will by an undisc,pimod body of 
untrained soldiers. I would point out here that since his arrival at kanre Lahur. 
Major Lomax has enlisted a large number of local wastrels, who Openly mast to out 
frontier* that they enlisted nolcly for the purpose oi being allowed to loot, knowing 
full well that Major Umax seldom pays or rations hi* men. 

G The state of this country is at present so satisfactory* and both the attitude of 
the Chief* and the work done in making farms anil rebuilding towns have made such 
Strides recently, it seems a pity that further improvement should be retarded by the 
t^wtuMirp, af Mai or Lomax and hi* Liberian sold ions 

*"*« ot ‘ (Signed) F. S. LE JIE3URIEE, Mujor, Officer 

Commanding Sierra Leo At Battalion, 
West African Frontier Force, 


91 


^ 


138 


In closure 3 in No. 138. 

Governor Probyn (o the EnrI of Elgin, 

(Confidential,) Gopfrism^a^ House, Freetown., Sierra Lidjjf, 

My Lord, June l t 1907, 

IX continuation of my Confidential despatch of the 31st VI ay, containing certain 
proposals with respect to the Kanre Labun and Kissi countries, t have the honour to 
suggest that Dr. Maxwell, the District Commissioner of the Railway District, who is 
proceeding home on leave, should be asked to give such further information on the 
subject as you may require. You are aware from previous despatches that Dr. Maxwell 
is regarded as being specially gifted in dealing with native affidirs, and as Kanre Uiuin 
baa been visited by him and is on the border of his district, I am sure that advantage 
should be taken of ins presence in England. 

2. IJr, Maxwell will be able to *how that it is impossible to expect that the Kanre 
L&huij country will remain peaceful or will develop if the dual administration continues, 
lie will he able to show that the natives will hold us responsible for any abuse of power 
by the Liberian native preventive officer*, and, further, that it is a matter of certainly 
that such abuse will take place sooner or later. Dr, Maxwell assure* me that the 
present position is exceedingly grave, 1 believe that there may be an organized 
uprising of natives against our troops at any moment, and that the cause of iliia danger 
is that the natives suspect us of betraying them to the Liberians, 

I hare, &c. 

(Signed) L. F ROBYN. 


Indoeure 4 in No. 138. 

Governor Probyn to the Earl of Elgin, 

(Confidential.) G overmintt House, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, June 18, 1907. 

IN continuation of my Confidential despatch of the 31st May, respecting (he 
withdrawal of Liberian troops from the neighbourhood of the British outposts in and 
near the Kissi country, I have ike honour to inclose copy of a report by Major 
Lc Mcsnrfer, dated the 8th June, respecting the situation at Kanre Lahun, 

In paragraph 2 of my despatch ol' the Slat May I asnumud that Major l»max 
would obey orders, ft is. of course, not yet known whether President Barclay will order 
Major Lomax to leave the area in question, neither is it known whether Major Lomax 
has yet received orders to withdraw. 

As bearing on this subject, and as illustrating the difficulty of my position,, I inclose 
Copy of a telegram which I sent to Major Le Meander in reply to a telegram received 
from him, worded ua follows ;— 

"Telegram dated 10th June, 

“ Lomax intends returning to Kanre L&htm, 11i$ presence will be very disturbing, 
and liable to lead to serious trouble. 1 ’ 

2. I forwarded a copy of my Confidential despatch of the 31st May to Major 
Le Mesurier; the latter, however, could not have received the copy on the 8th June. 
Else date of the report now inclosed. 

irt paragraph 3 of my despatch of the 31st May. and also in my Confidential 
despatch of the 1st June, I stated that (lie Liberian Custom* administration would 
inevitably give rise to trouble. Paragraph 3 of my despatch of the 31st May assumed 
that the European officers acting for Liberia at Kanre Lahun would work, as far an 
possible,, in co-operation with the officers of the Colonial troops, and, further, that the 
Liberian Customs administration would be conducted on those principles which are 
regarded as axioms in the government of native tribes on the West Coast by European 
Powers, 

Major 1& Mesurier’g Report now inehraed shows that grave difficulties have arisen in 
consequence of the lawless action of the Liberian Customs Preventive Staff (native), and 











also ill at. the Europeans acting for Liberia are using their power in a manner inconsistent 
with just government,, and apparently solely with the view to securing profit for a private 
concern, namely,, the Rubber Corporation. 

No reason whatever enisle for thinking: that Major Le Meander has been misinformed, 
or that lie exaggerates ^ tint is taking place. Should the Tacts now brought to light 
become public, it will be said both in and out of Parliament that the Colonial Govern¬ 
ment is* in fact* assisting a private Company to extort money from the natives of ihe 
territories in question. There appears to me to be no answer to such n charge, ns it ia 
unquestionable that, if the Colonial troops were withdrawn into the Protectorate, the 
whole of the Liberian Customs staff* both European and native, would decamp forth¬ 
with from Kan re Lahun and its neighbourhood, and would seek protection in the 
Protectorate, 

3. i beg to call special attention to paragraph 4 of Major Le Mcsurier's Rejwrt* 
Chief Fa Ruuda, who ia referred to T signed a Treaty with Mr, Alhlridge, formerly the 
District Commissioner oT Shcrbo. This Treaty is one of the series of Treaties by which 
Hia Majesty exercises control over the Sierra Leone Protectorate, Mr. Alldridge 
informed me that, when Chief Fa Rimda and his principal men signed this 'Treaty, they 
did so in the firm belief that they would thereby come under the control qf the Empire, 
and would be consequently safe fL?m molestation frmn the American black colonists 
who constitute the Government of Liberia, The Report of the Anglo-Liberum 
Com miss ton, however, disregards this Treaty, 

In the issue of the West African Mail" of the 24lh May, 1907 (p. 211), is 
published a declaration by the Liberian Republic respecting the Concession now enjoyed 
by the Rubber Corporation. This declaration states that for SO miles from the const all 
land ahull he considered to be settled land in the Republic of Liberia ; that within the 
belt extending for SO or 40 miles from the coast the Liberian Government (subject to a 
proviso in favour of' the Rubber Corporation) may act aside forest areas for Scttlcmenta 
or colonization by Africans or persons of negro deacem ; that beyond (be limit of 
tO mi leu the territories of the Republic shall be deemed to be the region over which the 
Rubber Corporation: i& to have the solo right of collecting and dealing with rubber. It 
may be inferred from this declaration that tbe Liberian Government do not regard the 
rights of the Republic over the territories situated beyond LOniihs from the coast as 
matters of even remote importance, i have troubled your Lordship with the reference 
to this declaration, because, in view- of the grave situation at and near Kan re L;iSmii, it 
may be thought justifiable to reopen the Anglo-Liberian boundary question, so as 
to throw the territory now controlled by Chief Fa bund a into the Sierra Leone 
Protectorate, 

Mr. Alldridgc luis just left Sierra Leone, and being now in Engl ami would be able 
to confirm what is stated above with reference to the conditions under which Chief Fa 
Einula signed the Treaty, 

Should the Anglo-Liberian boundary question be partially reopened as suggested* 
snd should it he arranged that, pending the readjust men f. of the boundary, no Liberian 
troops or civilian officers arc to operate within Chief Fa Ruud a is territories, all the 
difficulties now existing would cease to operate. If the boundary is permanently 
adjusted us suggested, these difficulties may he regarded as permanently settled. 

Chief Fa Bunds is. the Chief referred to in your Confidential despatch of the lOlh 
August, lUOf-L 

4. A partial readjustment of the Anglo-Liberian frontier is a matter which involves 
serious consideration! ftven if I he policy is approved, a considerable time must elapse 
before I could receive your instructions in the matter- hi l he meantime, the ref arc* l 
propose acting in the manner detailed in paragraphs 10 and 11 of my Confidential 
despatch of the 31st May, HH>7. Since that despatch was written events have occurred 
which show that a patrol in necessary in the imperri country. I have also received a 
report from Major Warren* the District Commissioner of the Koinadn^u district, in 
which he states that one of the paramount Chiefs in the south-eastern pan of [hut 
district is adopting a rebellious altitude with respect to the houae-tAX assessment, Thu 
report suggL'Gts *' that as soon as the rains are over & strong party under an officer 
proceeds down to south-eastern corner, which lias never yet been visited." 

A patrol in force, such as is recommended by Major VS arren, is undoubtedly 
necessary. The patrol suggested in paragraphs 10 and 11 of my CWEideulinl despatch 
of the 3lflt May would be able to undertake the work. I have not yet been able to 
consult Major Le Mcaurier on the subject, but l anticipate that, if two patrols have to be 
mafic in the Protectorate proper, it will be necessary to withdraw, at leasi temporarily, 
all troops from Liberian territory. 
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For™ T/ ,he .P™**"* »* r «‘>R th °f West Africa Frontier 

rorce actnougii amply suffiemnt f<i maintain order in the Protectorate j . 4 Wc .n 

KnLtrmi”“S. f [r n ! '*“* ('«' «.» Confident*! d«|»tch of the 80th'Maid.. 1908), 
IS not strong enough to carry out the necessary natrol work in (he Trotem^™*,. a *A /* 

the time eupply a foree^r the military SEEmS ' 

I have, 

(Signed) L, FRQBYTT* 


Inciosuro 5 In No. 138* 

Major Lr Mesurhr to Cffkmai Secretary, Sierro Leone, 

(ConfidentfaL) . . 

w«i.t I rv n Mdh«ni.eT Ur *° ™ >!>e prc 8 enti“ aafio™ 7 U,e 

country scniL of the Moa, and paHieui&rly at Kanre Lahun and district:— 

2, Major Lomas with the Liberian soldiers, still remains at Dodo* from which idaee 

fined riwir lcmtiri & and pillaging. Fortunately they have so f ar eon- 

(intd their attentions to the country south of the Kanre Lahun— Dea road our m- L m fin* 

° M^^wation, Mr. Hughes recently hi formed me that another Liberian Captain 
iuf C e r VerV ^ hort l v Ai K ™ re Lahun, so I presume it ha* been decided not to 
r< L': a . -bajor or his men. This country will never oven begin to recover from the 

nbSL° f BSPl^’T* 1 fi 1 *? tllC Liberiftn fowl loft the north-east of 

Liberia- Should Major Lomax be permitted to proceed further east, the natives will 

t rCtU ™j < S hft * * ]i ! n $ timc ^Ptessid them that he has coma to 
nta> for eight years, and that, we are shortly leaving the country. 

j. # ", , r , t of administering the country round Kanre Lahoo W 

™r P ° 0P 6 **?!?? " ”" , f h ** Ma j° r Lmii ^ «L The Customs apparently 
failed Eo realize expectations, and recently Mr. Hughes has commenced to serve 

0 ummonse,s, and hear palavers, from which he acquires it considerable sum of money 
.. »re Bet ter item all over the country to answer charges of debt, Jfcc. .Some not 
understanding thin rfgtme, do not at once comply, particularly if they think Major 
Lomax will disapprove of their going. These latter are brought in and licavilv fined 
A great many Chiefs are at their wits 5 end, not sure whether it is better to Lobov 
■i.ior Lomax or Mr. Hughes, for these two officials are not working together Recently 
Mr Hughes sen! for Chief Gaud 1 of Dodo to come to Kanre Uhun The ChtefS 

Si*™Tvi^ n ft l?f ht T? u^ h *T with otllCr Chief * was h ^y fined. Chief 
./ 1 ^ 1 ? ! mh Ma J° r Lomax, so presumably the latter gave Gandi to 

u erstand he did not wish him to go, otherwise it is bard to imagine why he refused 
supposing ^fajor Lomax had told him that of course lie must obey Mr, Hughes, j have 
q u oted this case t O 1 11 list rate w hat in goi n g on alio ver tli c country. Tli o "res ul E ia tb at 
the natives hve in fear of botli Major Umax and Mr, Hughes * 

n ' i *t 1 draw- attention to the gross injustice meted out to Chief 

ll5Zl'S " ] 7T C ^ C - 9* fi«* arriving at Kanre Lnbuu Z 

< \ *} | V f 3mn Cflrnq complaining that Fa Bunia had a large number of ncoole 

who had been captured from Vahuu, as (be result of a raid £n"7in W 2* 

l ?T* rs * d fhC L tw0 - Qh[vh 6L qacl1 f ° r hearing the case, and them teld 
la IhtnrJa he must return Ebc jirisoru-rs. Fa Buudn has returned seventy seven neonfe 
and paid Mr. Hughes &0f as compensation lor those not returned. ' N 

■>. that all prisoners captured in raids and in wars during the past ten years car be 
returned is obviously impossible, and it seems especially hard that Fa Bumla should 
have been selected E<,r thia unfiur treatment* Fa Buada complains that it has lessened 
bus am lion yn. the country, and that every one » laughing \i him, I would W fco 

ifew SS bs r f tr ^ d ^ ident of the Liberian Republic, with a 

e S? b ^ en ?‘ 6 ? ve r r oplc . ftnd th . c m b ^s to chief i.a iCda, 

t ^'isists ol one interpreter and some twenty lo thirty 

\u S S \ ’ T ° % \\ ll T ta ^° Jee,J I nckt " d ,] P riPj Kftr!Pe Lahun withoutpmpSdiaracters 
Mr Hughes hears nil the palavers, and has so taken away a great deal of ,^vc“ from 

Jnl ? ' 10 r ™ 3t ^ i*» Chiefs nnd people are brought up before Mr Hughes 

siM2r w Th° c °r i* of c r •*»" ** fiSr^TS 

* 9t6 f \ m i‘ thc J}*xtura1 result w that corruption and fraud are rampant Severn! 
ca*e* of dobE over fifteen years old have been tried. When ] remonstrated with 
1r* Hughes he stated that Hie people liked him to bear the cjuseg, and that, beside?, he 

2 Q 
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bad been sent to make money. I have bad to report to Mr, Hughesi several of his 
messenger* tor looting, and in every ease he has been most obliging and cotn[>eo^t«d 
the chiefe Tbe natives, however, are in almost ns much fear ot the niuaeawcrt or they 
£S “ Liberinn soldiers. Fa M hos ««□% reported to « 
secret 41 porroh” in the country south-east of Xnnre Lahlin. Ho has so hir been unab 

to a^ttrUin ^object. that fiome definite steps should shortly be token to 

pot an endTaXtion which* simply mining the country, and at t-hoJ same tin* 
destroying the prestige of the white man. Mr. Hughes informed me that the statio .at 
v ?r Jnm w ™i r i ii,-st mv its wav on the customs <1 litI cjs obtained, and the result is 

t bst the people are being bled t.» make up for the deficiency- T,1C * t * t * ? f 

teat ine people contrast to that, on tbe south, where, since the 

aWSS violent extortion has been adopted with 

disastrous results. p N . LK MESUBlEli, Major, Oficer 

Cornmanilhit/ Sierra Leone Battalion f 
West African Frontier Force. 


Tdclosurc b in No* IBS, 

Governor Probyn to Officer Commanding West African Frontier Force u 

[Undated.] 

{Telesmphtc.) , , m frBm K nnrc Latin n to-day stating Lomax intends 

roJSp™ cominumeatc to Major Le Meaner I want further report an o 
fntcutUni of Lomax after Major Le Musiirier has seen my Lonfideiitud dtHpal^.h to 
Colonial Office ofSLftt May and Colonial Office Confidential.despatch of 1/tb i , J , 
Miyor Le Mesurier should telegraph at once if assured Lomax is disregarding orde 

of his Government, 

Repeat this telegram back to me to prevent errors, 

Inc Insure 7 in No, IBS, 

Governor Proiqp* to the Earl of Elgin* 

, t , , [Record Jnfy 22, 1907.] 

(relegmphre. flovernor's Confidential despatch of Kith January, it is 

said SS«<U C .ctiL upon the francs jhj* «* ><*£« 

to ninth paragraph of my Confidential despatch ot Blst May, '> hat *n&vm 

ICtB ™ fficer commanding West African Frontier Force telegraphs for wsttuctbns, and 
I shall have to go to Wulade. It will he ft great importance to me ,f I can have 
your decision before departure. 


Incloaure §■ in No, IBS, 

The Earl of Elgin to Got&mor Probyn, 

1 . v //turning Street , Jvly 25, 15)07* 

C the neighbouring countries , under 

*^SiSyo5SV» l'«rd from Wallis that Lomax has been ordered to wilhdrow. 


[25349] 


No. 190. 


M. Geofray to Sir Edward Greg*—(Received July 25L) 

, , , JsnbaaHtde de France, Londrtt, 

at le Secretaire d Etat, /*- 28 Juillct , 1907, 

_”AE sa note du 20 -Tuiii domier, votrt Excellence, se refemut mix operations de 

troupes Frim^aises snr lea confine ds la E^pnblique de Liberia, rappekit qne log 
troupes Britanninjues ^t&ieul momeu tenement dtablieu dens Co temtoire de Xiesi, coa- 
foim6ment ii uu arrangement uvec le Gouvernemeat Uhdriea, et demamkit quo les 
officiera Francis re^usaant pour instructions do no pas p&jrtrer sur ce territojre. 

Le Gouvomeur-GcndraJ de l’Afrique Fran^aise, ainsi que 1 'Ameur d^Aagle- 
terre Paris en a &tv informs, a deja don ltd dee ordres pour quo les rtwonuaisfiauces 
Francoises no d^passeat pas la riviere Uafmtio et quo tout contact evented outre lea 
detachamenta Fruneais et Anglais ait le camctferc <]p conrteisiq qu'exige la nature dcs 
relations entre nos deux Geuvernemetils. A pres avoir pris conuaissance do le note de 
voire Excellence, M, lo Munstre dee Colonies a invito M. Itoumo ji persister dans la 

f mdanta attitude qu K Ll avail adoptee, et ie suis charge de ic fairs savoir a votre 
kodlence. 

Veuillea, <5tc, 

(Signe) GEOFFRAY. 


[24079] No. 140. 

Foreign Office to Consul WetUi$ t 

Fbrei^u Office^ July 20, 1907. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State to inform you iliat, at the request of 
tiie French Government, His Majefty’s Government have consented to romnntnicate 
to them tho Agreement signed in 1003 with the [uiherian Government for tlie delimita¬ 
tion of the Anglo-Liberian Frontier, on condition tlsjvt [he French Goverijment shall 
communicate to Ills Majesty's Government the results of the delimitation of the 
Franco-Liberian frontier w henever such delimitation takes place, and provided that 
the Liberian Government have no objection to such a course, 

I am to instruct you* on your return to Monrovia, to lay the matter before the 
President of the Republic, and fo inquire if he h agreeable to the communication of 
the document in question to Hie; French Government, 

J am, &c. 

(Signed) W* LANGLEY. 


[25827] No. 141. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received August 2.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Downing Sireei i August 1, 1907. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to transmit to you, for the information of 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey,, the accompanying copy of n despatch from the Governor of 
the Gam bin regarding the establishment of French customs stations on the boundary 
between the Colony and the French possession of Senegal, 

I am, i&c, 

(Signed) H. W. J LIST, 


Inclosure in No, 141. 

Governor Denton to the Earl of Elgin, 

{Confidential,) 

My Lord* Government Nbuve, Bathurst, Gambia^ July 4, 1907. 

IV1TH regard to paragraph 24 of my de-spateh of the lS£h May lust, I have 
the honour to inform you that up to October in last year tbe only customs station in the 
-North BeiiiI; Province, near the Anglo-French boundary-line, was at the Jnntniek Creek, 
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close io the sea, Since then, Iiowcvct, five new station* have been established, the 
situations selected for them being immediately behind our river wharf towns. They are 
from 20 to 30 miles apart, and are Kar&ng, behind Duniaji in lower Niumi; .Malar 
Dammi, behind and between Jouarii, and .Tammi Kund* in Lower Enddibu ; Motwa 
Kunda, behind Kalim in Lower Baddibu j Amoro Kuuda, behind Jircmg in Upper 
Baddibu; and M'Baf, behind Tamba Kota, and Tenduito in Sabach and Sanjall. 

2. The staff at each post is one European officer and six native sotdiers, except at 

Karanp, wher? a native officer takes the place of the European officer. The soldiers 
patrol the boundary between the stations, and are paid to be very rough with any natives 
whom they may catch trying to smuggle goods into French territory. , 

3. It "is very difficult to say w hat the duties are, as there is very little uniformity 
in the amounts collected. When the natives have no money the Customs officers take 
a portion of the goods, provided they have been brought openly to the customs station ; 
if any attempt b made to get the goods in secretly everything Is forfeited. In the 
North Bank ail tobacco is forfeited. 

4. In ihe McCarthy Island Province customs stations arc beung established, but so 
far verv little progress has been made, i imagine, however, they will bo in tall working 
order before the next tabling season commences, Kalen and Maka Colibantang are 
the onlv places at present where duties are collected. The duties seem to be assessed on 
much the same lines as in the case of the North .Bank, except that tobacco is not 
forfeited, but to subjected to a duty of 50 per cent. 

5 . So far no attempt has been made to establish customs stations along the 
frontier of the Upper River Province, and the same maybe said of the Smith Bank 

Province, , 

q ] n Fogni also there are no customs state on r, but m Combo there arc three ! 
Siliti, about 5 miles south and east of Bussori; Kai'tita Lamm, about 4 miles due south 
of Rufat a; and Kahajor, which to sit uated 2 miles to the cast of the Allahins River, 
about 5 miles south and east of Kartong* 

7 # Here again the duties imposed are variable* There is also a licence to trade 
costing 10 fr., which covers the entry into French territory of goods to the value of 

SOD fr. L , . u . . 

8. As an instance of the difficulty there to in arriving at the duties charged, [ may 
mention that in two eases in which Kolos were imported over the boundary from Combo 
into French territory, one man was charged 1 fr, for 10 kilog,, whilst the other had to 
pay fof H per kiiog. 

9. Tobacco is sometimes confiscated and sometimes allowed to pass. In the latter 
case the duty to equivalent to the full value of the tobacco. 

10. Again a duty of {R is occasionally charged in every 5 fr. worth of goods. 

11. Rubber to not allowed to pass into British territory. Everywhere there is an 
export tax on all animals coming into British territory which varies from ! 2£ per cent, 
to 25 per cent, of the value of the beast, but so far no attempt 1ms been made to 
prohibit the export over the boundary of ground nuts. 

12. The stalT at Siliti station is one European officer and five soldiers. At Rafuta 
Lemiu there to a black officer and three soldiers, and at K&bajor the officer is a mulatto 
and has four soldiers under him. The boundary and alt roads and bush paths near it are 
patrolled by these men. 

13. From what I have written your lordship will, I think, recognize the difficulties 
I have met with in arriving nt any definite conclusions with regard to the Senegal 
Preventive Service. Take duties, for instance,, the information I have been able to 
collect shows that they vary very much, ihe amounts charged would appear to be assessed 
by the officers receiving them. In some cases they are moderate, in others excessive; 
and I question much if any definite Customs Tariff hews been fixed for the boundary 
stations. 

14. So far this attempt, at a preventive sendee has done us little or no harm, but 
if later on it is continued an well-organized and definite lines the Gambia must lee! it 
verv considerably, At present it is only French subjects who suffer, and they naturally 
resent not being able to obtain their goods at the nearest market as they have done for 
years, arid their inclination to to come over to British territory and settle there, hut our 
land is ]iniited, and very shortly we shall have no room for them, 

15. In my opinion, the establishment of a really effective and well-organized 
prevent ire service will, as far as the northern boundary of the Gambia is concerned, 
await the completion of the Hues Kays Railway, but on this point l also find it very 
difficult to obtain reliable information. As your Lordship is already aware, lhe hue has 
been commenced from Thies to FChkje by way of N’Diourbel, and from Kays to 
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Amheddi, and we know that it passes through Tamba Rounds, and in this way we have 
the general direction. I also have it on very good authority that the nearest it will be 
to the■ bmmtiary-hne is 30 kilom,, or about 1S| milts, I have heard that it goes Item 
is -vahayc to Mulcm* but I do not place much dependence on this information, and am 
more inclined to think that the exact direction from NUahayc to Tamba Kounda has 
not yet been fixed. 

n ■ 1 1 R' A * r ? T ®f ? 3u "^ VV 5 B * ddibll| b Sabach, and Sanjail nre concerned, J do not 
think the trade of the Gambia will be much affected by the railway, whichever route is 
taken It will be north of Kaejach and the Sdoum. River, and we shall still get the 
hioni-lq Hills at Jonara anil Jrtmnii Ktinda, Ballaugbar, and Kaur as we do now' and our 
goods n-ri] do there, but h Will injure our trade with ihe neighbouring French 
Fmtectemite very materially, practically ruin it at N ton imam, Kuniuur, Lemin Rota 
(McCarthy), and to the eastward if u passes through Mu]cm. On the oilier hand, if it 
goes in a comparaUyciy direct line from N'ttahayc te Tamba Korn.da it wifi not, I 
believe, do the Gambia much barm. 

17. But there- is one tiling that may be accepted as a fact, the present Governor- 
tiencrai has made up his mind to have the Gambia, and finding that what was granted 
under file Angl<nFrench Convention of 1904 does not kelp him very much towards this 
end, is devising new- plana for securing ti, and is doing hi., best to find some means of 
ninking the Colony valueless. Ii what i am told to correct, us far as M. Koume is 
concerned, the railway will run &$ do« to the boundary iih possible, but there Is a strong 
party m iuvonr of the more northern mute through wbat to the most populous part of 
the country, and it is very likely to get ite way. 

IS. I forward under separate cover one of the French map* sent rae by the 
Intelligence Department a short time back, upon which both the suggested lines of 
railway are shown m red, and I also wend a tracing of a map prepared by the Survey 
Department of Senegal, which has been aimilariy dealt with* 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) GEGIIGE G DENTON. 


L25970] No. H£. 

N- 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—[Received August 3.) 

’ wtqiIT . , . Downing Street, August 3, l»07. 

.WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the state of affairs 
in the neighbourhood of the boundary between Storm Leone and Liberia l am 
directed by the Bari of Elgin to transmit, ta he bid before -Secretary Sir Edward Gray, 
copies of two telegrams from the Governor of Sierra Leone on thn subject of the 
proceedings of tin. 1 Liberian officer Loams. 

1. It ww stated in the telegram from Hto Majesty's Consul at Monrovia, a copy 
of which was inclosed in your letter of the 5th ultimo, that orders had been scut for 
tin 1 immediate withdrawal of [lie Liberia a force, hut it would appear that Lieutenant 
Laimas- has not obeyed these instructions. 

T - ?■ lj£jfd I Kl S*“ h of opinion that, before author!ty is given to Mr, Probyu to arrest 
ijUHttenant Lomax and his men, an effort should be made to secuxi the absent of the 
Libcpan Government to such action. I am therefore to suggest that a telegram 
Should he sent as Mon Us possible to His Majesty to Representative? at Monrovia* 
mtoruung him of the situation and instructing him to obtain the consent of thn 
Irihurun Government to the Governor of Sierra Leone taking sudi action, cm their 

Iiatt against Lieutenant Lomax as hto condiid mav warrant It si.Id to- stated 

Hint the situation does not admit, of delay, md that immediate action in nectary. 

■L I am also to Inclose a copy of the telegram which lias been sent to Mr, l/robyn 
alte r semiofficial communication with your Department 

I am, ike. 

{Signed) 1L W. JUST. 


o p 
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In closure 1 in No. 142. 

GFouWrtor Probyn to ihe Earl of Elgin* 

f TblemuhicJ l Received July 30. 1907.] 

aEFEKSIJJG to your tel otrram of 20th July, .and to second paragraph of my 
Confidential despatch of 31st May, Officer Commanding West Afiriean 1 rentier horn 
reports Ikhuu attacked two villages between Kmxt Lahtm and \\ idade. Iwo natives 
repented killed. It is reported men el the West African frontier Force were also 
fired 11 e i. Liomax has returned to Dodo, to the south of Kjw Lahun. Country m 
state of if rent disturbance* I propose to act as agent for Liberian Government ana 
[?] arresting Lomax and mm as rebels against Liberian Government, and also take 
action with military fore* to such an extent as may be necessary. Please telcginpli 

approval. __*_ 

Inctosiire 2 in No. 142* 

Governor Probyn to the Earl of Elgin, 

(Telegraphic.’) [Received ,4ii£iJsr 2, 1907J 

IIEFERBIHG to my telagram of 30th ultimo, Murray reports natives col touting 
for operations of war. T am going up, Peudtoglroceipt of your reply to my telegram, 
I am in great difficulty. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 142, 

The Earl of Elgin to Governor Probyn. 

(Telegraphic.) Downing Street, Avgust 2, 1907. 

IlEFERIUNG to your telegrams of 30th ultimo and 2nd EusUnt, steps are being 
taken obtain consent of Liberian Government to action proposed. P p ntlmg instruct urns, 
which will be mnt as soon ns possible, you should not initiate fomblo nmasures against 
Xrtmax unless impelled to do so, but you should explain to Chiefs that Ins action 
wholly disapproved by His Majesty's Government* 


[265151 


No. 143. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office,—(Received August 8.) 


o- Daurmnp Street, August 7, WOT. 

* I AM directed hv the Karl of Elgin to acknowledge the weeipt of y™r letter Of 
the 4th July, timlosimr n copy of n despatch from IIt$ -Majesty s Vmliassador al -iris, 
with a note*from the French' Government in reply to an intimation of thc 
contemplated to punish Chief Donna, and 1 am to transmit to you, to b.‘ Lnd 1* tore 
Secrets rv Sir Edward Urey. the accompanying copies ol farther t es]>:itdies from the 
Governor of Sierra Leone relating generally to the situation created by the presence of 

French be^ee^fMm to' ' im losure in Mr. Frohyn's despatch of the 10th Juno 


Guinea 


on the -1th M:iv was suggesting that the country <ni the Ml bank of rhe 
Should be regarded nTSndor French authority, and was referring to the nsk of 
collisions if British troops crossed the river* Lord Elgin observes tls.it M* Veil ats 
attitude is apparently jiwtij&sd by the note sndteed m your letter under reply, smoo 
Chief Donna's country is fur tei the south of the recognised frontier. . 

<$ l am to add, with regard to Mr, frobya’e Confidential despatch of the 
3rd July, that, in view of the delay that has token place. Lord hh^m propos**. 

Sir Biward Grey's concurrence, to instruct the Governor that the proposed 
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punitive measures should not now be undertaken unless Chief Dmua rives further 
trou file. 

I am, &€. 

(Signed) H. W* JUST* 


todosurc 1 in No. 143. 

Governor Probyn to the Earl of Elgin'. 

(Confidential*) Government Plot yrr, Freetown Sierra Leone 

7 tv ’ * s . MW 31, lflh7. 

A JJ ““SSL™** W|11 ' direction srn, to ini'll in your Confidential despatch of the 
ha ™ tht) honour to inclose copy of a report hy May* Le Me#urier* 
aatcflllie J3re May, tram which it will hr seen that the difficulties connected with 
e French mllucricc In the territory close to the Kjsm country still continue, 

, in' “Probabhj that Lieutenant. IMasslie has not yet received instructions from 
_ K \ n -' nclL Government. I am sending Major Lo Men utter a copy of vour despatch, 
nml am requesting him to make a further report on the subject 

I have, fee, 

(Signed) L. PROBYN* 


Iadosurs 2 in No. 143. 

Major he Mesurfcr to Colonial Secretary r Sierra Leone. 

(Confidential.) ll ulade, May 23, 1907* 

. A j'j the honour to report that I have recently received the following 
complaints from Chiefs in this country :— 

2 ' C j'^ Fasso-Lekkoh of Kundew&koro complains that recently three French 
f 1 ji™. * } ! (? k ' x ™ Bambinh*' preceded to Tomnsndu, it l own in Liberia, and 
nog-cfi the Chief, a man called Faruia, who is a sub-Chief of Fasso-Lokkob, These 
® WWs bret demanded tax, and, when it was rot paid, flogged t he Chief and seized 
ton country cloths and two sheep. Kumtowakoro is in thr- extreme north-west corner 
2 } iLissi country, and Temasadu is about four hours’ march to the east of iL. Chief 
iasso-Lokkoh, smee Major Painter’s visit, to him last year, has been friendly to us, 
ana trequcntly supplied us with rice. This appears to bo a similar case to that which 
occurred at iteiedu earber ia the year, I have informed Chief Faaso-Lokkob that I 
mu reporting the matter to his Excellency the Governor, 

J. Chief Boren wo ni of \\ aima, whose town k within, a day's march of Wulade, 
nlmust due north of it, and oo the west hank of the Mafessa*complains that Chief 
Ltonna setztt nay of his people who cross over tin- river, and constantly sands him 
threatening messages. Chief BeranWoni was one of the Chiefs whose towns 1 recently 
burnt for participating m the fighting in conjum.-thm with Donna flffiidnat Captain 
lormftii, lie subsequently came in and paid it fine, ami has since been rebuilding 
tos town and making fa mis. 113s submission to us is doubtless the reason for Donna? 
hostility. 

4. Chief .1 tmguvraru of llansdu* whose town was raided ami burnt hv Doan* to 
IVwmh'-i 1906, nornpLiens that, bin people are afraid to return From the hush to 
rebuild the town, :t« Donna lina threatened to raid them if thev do* Baratlu ts a 
town about four hours' march north of Wulade, and is on the west lmuk of the 
Mafc.ssa. 

b. She complaints contained in j and 1 are further i -sUimcs of the harm Donna 
is doing, and confirm my previous reports that he w .s not adequately punished 

hv tJn- i<rene3i. I have cousklcred it uadess to again complain to Lieutenant 
DeLasnlle* 

(fSigncTj) F, N. Lli IM ESURIER, Major, Officer 
Commanding Sierra Leone Battalion , 
lilwf/ African Frontier Force. 


0thi$at ^ lbT ^ d ^ l ‘ ^ T eBWBd u . it i, » small 










Inclosure & m No^ 143* 

f?orer>ior Probgn to the Earl of Elgin, 

Qot>ernmt*t Flouse, Freetown, Sierra Leant, 
u t j June 10,1907* 

I HAVE tho honour to inclose, for your information, copy of a letter, dated the 
4 , 0 , Mat from fclifi Lieutenant-Governor of French Guinea. 

2, Yt will be observed that reference is made in than letter to co-operation between 

the French and English troops in the Kissi country. ... r . - 

M Veil I at dulv arrived in Sierra Leone and was afforded evejy facility for his 
invest lotion. But on the question of co-operation above referred to, Mr. Gnddon- 
Smilb explained that the matter was one with respect to which he had no authority 

*° M. Veillat left- this Colony shortly after my return from leave. At an inter¬ 
view i had with him reference was made to the stoppage of trade acf» f 
caused hv the Customs Preventive Service of tins Colony and of fhat of ! - LftC 
Guinea. ‘l agreed with M, Velllat that the existent of an artificial barrier to 
tmAv was regrettable, and mentioned the fact that a proposal was under consideration 
hv which free intercourse WO i'.d be possible betoken Kivrm Lerme and acres* 

the Mano River; I explained that the proposal was Based aponii no d in* 
meat of the customs duties. M Veillat appeared rather struck wdh thcjre^sal, and 
asked whether he might mentioa the matter to the tiovcroor-Gcaeml witha voi to 
considering the applicability of the principle to the frontier between ^^obny ^d 
French Guinea. I stated that there seemed to me to he no objection to the matt r 

hern^th^ retefid ^ Writtfln j e ttcr lA which he expresses in the most cordial 

manner his thanks for the facilities given to him dunng hi^ visit 

I have, *C. 

(Signed) L* PRGRYN, 


Ineloeure 4 in No. 143. 

Lieutenant-Governor of French Guinea to Governs Probgn. 

\t 1 a flniwwnam 1 Q&nakry , hr 4 jfoih X907. 

' VOTJS avez dtd inform* pur M. le Goavemenr-GioiSral de lAteique Ucctdeutale 
Ernn^ise du fiussa-c a Sicrra-Lcwre de M. Veillat, AdmmuslreLeur eu clief d« 

Colonies. chargti deludes economi tpies. , , , , * *-*,__*« 

M. Roume, qui vient do passer quolques jours on Gtunde, ma mvi !* a 
mcme temps mission h ec fonetionnaire de Vnua entretomr ticsa&aires relatives h notre 

commune froutierc vers le Ki>si el Jes con Lins presumes de Liberia, 

Vos officim ot ltt nfitws V son! on rrtetiom Mqmito «'t eoni.ates.de ton 
Yoishrtge. mate quelque indooisUm n’gncr na mjrt do* zone* impulses Iliias 

l€®Quelles peut s’oxereer kur action respective. * . „„ ■„ 

Sur les herds do la Rivi&re Maiiiuk, m mrtieuJu r, les pdbrdfl de ehaqm. nro 
tmvcr&cnt le count iTeau et ravaged les villages du c6te oppose, ;l F^ 
p M apflnt lours repairer. One £urvcillao.ee active tiecesaiiire pom Lllt l" • " . 

actra dc bandit ism e et les punir quand on ne pout les pretenir. ; .> ' ■w/t.tcmn 

entente u oe sujel wire to trfUriti* Anglais * lr„ cl m 
demaude dea mwen> onl pouwiiivi sur b rive gauche urn- «mde qui > ru tj ■ n* 
avoir faft dm mizins Lr In me droite, M h ^nvjetion quo votre 
clime, coniine moi, qnc de tel. accoids sont Ires con Venable pour assurer la security 

r Mais ees jq.ure derniers jaE etd inform^ que lc Comimndant de votnr pu^te 
d’Onldd aumit liateniion du traverser la Matin tin et d’operer stir la nve 

il cn pun mi it res «i I ter des ineitlcnts regrettehles entre les detael lemem.s de troupes 
indig^ca appurtenant aux deux nations, malgre touted les pceautions des grades 

Ear °fcms H cosamiaitions, ju j^nse quit teraii urgent, en attendant qur nos 1 mutes 
communes d'iniwncn fiussunt m-uement arreted do considerer cam me som Uu^rU, 
Fran^aine U live gaudic de la MtAntia, plus une province qui paie regulurenicnt 
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0t darl5 hc! . UClIe Une Aosbi80.Yc.ro ]» 

marciie de DunknlcW ^ rBe ° ,U “ 1 *“““ I" 11 ™ 11 ™ jusqu’ic Erois hrurcs do 

n laa itodTrdr h, S:.i 6 L 1 ?T r fai - sait 1-temmm, do portogrr mo 

1.1 rr ■ r J . de Conner des onires en consequence. II soSt tmtendu 

2 ,1m", T, A,,Sla ^ "-.tinumirot it ccrriponXo, 

D„Tifei^lr“ ^ l ' S , ' 1:llr;,it, '“ rs l'«“ territoiro do™ I'autro. b ' 

qaeS l>tmrni w ' lai “» rtouJrc “ “»t™ distortion 

{SigaiS) 


Inclcksure 5 in No. I l3, 

Goimior Probyn to the Earl of Elgin. 

My ^ Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

t0 ^° Ur f°5 rlrfc[LtE;iI despatch of tlie^Oth ' jtay, in which you 

I havc thf C # n - e ? Ur ° S U ' in ? takcn a ^ iast Chicf 5 the Kissi country, 

,u Ur n a mf ? rm tE]rit Lc Mcsurier men,mends action S 

pSSX,W , .“? r 'v. r““ U: '-«*»» «* a. 

owin'" tnfhdr If f IJ J! 5 ^ ^ tat WOu ^ Ej0 held of opemtions; and, streondly. 

owing to the Mnfessa River bumg miw in flood. 1 ' y 5 

tt]f d this matter, therefore, should remain in nhevanco till December 
S*.*h- ?>.?» SeffP*.«to* rrontter Foroe will bo too frtljr «oupi^^ 
dote to ]H.rmil of tlifi pomtiro oipodltion against Chief Donna being under token. 

I have, &e* 

(Signed) L. FltORYN. 


inclosure 6 in No t 1 id. 

Deputy Governor Smith to the Earl of Elgin, 

jdy Ix>rd^'^ ) Government Hauie t Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

dreJtoi/rt tir«^7Tb «nv ll T | fcll< ",r rt i " f tllu ( s,!<;,,nli pawgraiph^yoar Confidential 
1. . ■; 1 nt ^la\, I have the honour to transmit to you a conv nf n lf.(w 

If M f 8urier , d “ tol Ui0 211,1 Jins, from which your Lordship 
ehM.r 1 that thu Freueh, se far from withdrawing to the farther aide of the 

Rivor Ct> LltWJan mnU0r> hflYC established posts m the east hank of the IfofeZ? 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. B. HADDON-SMITH. 


Inclosure 7 in No, 143. 

i/njor La Mwurier to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

lyppif „ f . Daru, June 1907. 

T ' l; ff rKf,,Mn « P^ ra F l1 3 f >r yuur Confidential letter requesting a further 
■ it on the movements ol the Ircnch troojis un the esist side of the Mafessa River 
I have the honour to report as follows* 

2. Lkuitomnt DclasaJle was at Bamhn a fortnight ago, and at that time had four 
Kffei «f> east hank cf the Maies^i, from Bamba to the junction of the 

RlV r Tb# I « 111 uf fo111, ™ each, and are U the tolTf 

L „ V Utlk ™ n * 0i <V:Stiab and * nU * ia - f have bwn unable to find out whether the 
imn at these posts are regular J’rem-h M iere or whether they are only Court 

u'\ lh T k n ° t UUht lJjC> aru i]1 u,Lirt)n], 1 i‘iid are posted froin*lianjlia 

zCs Z «rt or IK aLS; re ‘ lWlcd 10 |1:1¥0 l,e,!n “ 11 fcw wed “ a e“ 

[U78] . 2 Q 







3, During the first week in June, six French sol fliers were staying at Dangourdu 
(Lcli country) and were reported to have come from Dankaldu, a l j nencli post, north- 
east of Kundowakoro. These soldiers came to order rice and supplies. 

4, On the im June one of Chief Yigbo's tub-Chieft, named tangoura, 
complained to me that aisteen loads of rice won; seized by the people of tarandu, 
who slated that the official* (Court messengers ?) at Sufedu had instructed them to 
allow no rice to cross over the Mafessa, This rice was intended for Wulade t and 
Sangouru was merely pacing along the road through the country, having nhtan 
the rice from the country south of the Mca, hut above the junction of that river with 
the Mafessa. The town of JTarandu is on the east of the Mafesam about one day a 
easy march south-east of Wulade. 

5, Various other unconfirmed rcjwrls tend to show that the f fcnch, go 
making any attempt to withdraw, arc rather advancing into the Kissi country. I be 

pasta in the east of tho Mofeasa arc recent additions, . 

(Signed) P. K, LE MES1 JEIEPm 1 ^Injor, Officer 
Commanding Sierra Leone Battalion t 
West African Frontier Force. 


[25970] So. 144* 

Sir Edward Grey to Acting Consul Ring, 

/Telegraphic.) fWpn Office^ August 8, 1907. 

>tY telegram No. 14 [of 1st June]. 

Following from Governor of Sierra Leone :— 

“ Officer Commanding TV eat African frontier force reports Lomax attacked two 
villages between Jiaure Lahun and Wulode; two natives reported killed. Men of 
West African frontier force also fired on. Ijomax returned to Dodo to south of 
Kaure Lahun. Coimtiy in state of great disturbance. 1 propose to act as Agent of 
Liberian Government and arrest Lomax and men as rebels against Liberian Govern¬ 
ment, and to take such action with military force as may he necessary/ 1 

In a further telegram from the Governor natives are reported to he collecting for 
operations of war. 

Inform Liberian Government of state of affairs, ami urge them strongly to grant 
Governor at once authority to act as proved. 

If Liberian Government demur, lmt not otherwise* you should point, out that 
situation likely to arise from Lomax’ action, if not checked, may be so serious as to 
compel Governor to take notion for defence of frontier without their consent. 

You should inform Governor, and report home by telegraph as soon as authority 
is obtained. 


[27239] No, 145- 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office,—{Readred Avgust 14,) 

Sir, Downing Street, August 13., 1907. 

I AM directed hy the liarl of Elgin to transmit to you, to lie laid before Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey, with reference to Colonial Office letter of the 3rd instant, Ihe 
. accompanying copy of a telegram which has been received from the Governor of 
Sierra Leone regarding the proceedings of the Liljemn officer Lomax* 

'2. Sir Edward Grey will ubservo that Mr. Lormx was protected from attack by 
natives owing to the action of the West African frontier force, but it appears to 
Lord Elgin that this protection is incompatible with the strong dhaimtoval of ids 
actions which the Governor ban been r'quested to inform the native Chiefs that. I Lis 
Majesty's Government feel* Lord Elgin proposes to inform tin Governor accordingly. 

3. It will bo seen, further, that the Governor considers that ihe President of the 
Liberian Republic lias not rcniUed Mr. L^max, Lord Elgin is unaware of Mr* ProbynN 
authority for Ibis statemmvt, hut il the facts are ns stated by Mr* Probyn* it would 
appear that EL is Majesty's Consul at Monrovia must have been misled by the Liberian 
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GovL-n.mont when he informed Sir Edward Grey in [he foie™™ * cnm , nf 

1 am, Ac, 

(Signed) H* W. JUST* 


Inclosurc in No* 145* 

Governor Probyn to the Earl of Elgin. 

(Telegraphic.) rt * . , , 

Lav/ltiM l laRI *' Ia telcmiin of foetid instant, Lomax lad^foiJgil/rTOps 

hv natiT^owfo^^fet^* *5ft? 1 ®* liQ,it - antl wef e protected from attack* 
■ , ‘/ J ° wir 5 to West African frontier &ms under Murray Mnrmvs cntiAimt 

^ The ftwridcnl of Liberia.. licpublic appSentlv hdetm «n 

ft U™ S/ZPiTm^ ““ ^ hi r- but 4po»*ted r ilm U,-another dLS. 

it ia Clear that Lomax remained within the 25~tmfe limit after he had 
resident s message to go to the new district to which lie had been appointed. 


[27389] No. 146. 

(Confidential.) 0# " “ *'*" <*«-(*«** Aug*,, 15.) 

ME TJader-Seen'tmT of State for the Colonics presents his eomnlimeuts to the 
y mfoe^e crehay of State for Foreign Affairs, and is d rented by tl.e S« otary of Stlte 
to ransnnt for the information of Secretary Sir Edward Gn/ id^S , " 

letter from the Colonial Department of the let instant, a of "la jl 
Governor Sir George Denton, on the subject of the i. inosit on of ei»X/ .J.u « 
on articles entering French territory from the Gttmbta! 

Dawning Street, August 14, 11)07. 


Indosure ia No* 14G. 

Governor Sir G, Denton to the Earl of Elgin. 

(CaafidenCial,) Gepcrwmflif House, Bathurst^ Gambia, 

YU ,. jr - . dttlff dri, 1907. 

I.\ continuation of my despatch. Confidential, of the ith instant I hive the 
»>fo™.yc«r y>rdslii,i tot I learn, on the rery bcst autiieriL tlat no 
alleript is now beirjj matin to impose customs duties on article* going into IWh 
territory from the Gambia, in the Nianj Ouli Circle. ^ 3 ncjl 

. *. , E . zlC]i tol<8 that the Itoyttrnnjcnt or Senegal finds that the exaction of these 
duties dnv» people into English territory, and also that the cost of the preventive 

2S£fi t0 fi n fnr<5 fi the collet;tit>n ? f them, is very heavy indeed* P For those 
reasons Liu; system will Eat be persevered wjIIi. 

I have* &c. 

(Signed) GEOltGE C. DENTON. 


[27239] No. i i7 4 

Sir Edward Grey to Acting Consul Ring. 

(T< ' k p ! teicUmont 81b instant. *"* ^ lf, ‘ 19W ’ 

(.iweraini'iit in Sjcitil f.eono .retibjrta lltaf Lomax has not been recalled lint 
app^mtoci to another dislmd. Amzt& Itom Liberian Govcntomn. w£ M k 
I jin ,tail, i, so, uhiTo ibis district is* |j it is anywliere on Sierra Leone frontier tou 
should prow fur his mstont recall* ,mntier * > im 








[26515] 


No, 148. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Foreign Office, August 23, 1907, 

KStffes sssi£ sac swim .. —• 

totC ^T K llwy woSif^herTu Jest that it might bo durable that tho Gopnioi of 

Sierra Leone should be imstiuctSi that no future proceedings agaiiurt Chid “uiupa, 
which would entail British troops crossing the Majtoti** should 1* undertaken without 

reference to your Department. ^ 

(Binned) W* LAKGLEY. 


[28724] No - 143 ’ 

Acting Con sul fiioy tv Sir Edvard (?.<^.-(K«riwi Atftul 27.) 

/rfl . , ■■ * Monrovia, August 26, 1907, 

1 tSEsMOG to TOUT tdcpttl Oftte 8th inrtunt, resident of Republic nfuwM 
to GovtLoi of Siorni ^SSSS^f to act « proposed. PM** of liepnblio 
intends to sail tlfcfl 17th instant by steamer Eleonora,' ^nermann arriving at 
Southampton on or about ilic 29th instant to arrive at a final settlement of the 
ci ie est km Sierra Leone frontier-line. President of Kepubhc paying a visit (o France, 
President of Republic sent orders to Lomas retire Irom Kanralahun kololiedtd by 
drawUeli of the 29th ultimo, Lomax lias not received ordere by telegraph. LomaK 
ordered to Monrovia till the matter finally settled* Lomas \m been ordered re 
Sc fl except fifty men enlisted Monrovia. Umax reports only ten ball 

cartridges per man. 


128239] 


No. 150. 

■Sir Fdicard Qrty to Camion. 


v « Foreign Office, August 27, 1^0“. 

^rrTwitb’mneh regret that I learnt from the note communicated by M. tteplfray 
tbo 22nd ultimo ihul the French Government were unwilling ta participate m the 

viB.Ii in thi* country in regard to admilUBtrative re forms m Li '< J L *\ ..... 

His Majesty'/ Government have been notified that tlic 1 resident will ) arrive.in 
London on the ffilh in slant, and it is understood (hat the mum object of his ™t 
Eurero is the settlement ol the long outstanding question of the . !■ nmo -Libama 
ftontlTr Your Excellency is aware from many previous communications how aiix^uJ. 
Hia llatestTS Government are to see this frontier question settled to the satisfaction E 
botli partiw concerned. The acute phase in which it has remained for fb» laa two or 
.1 . vp * r . i.. ls nmduogd a great feeling of unrest in the whole country, uu'l iu,u . 

even more difficult than it would otherwise he to csiablish ike ritlmiu nr ration oili* 
tinkle basis. This condition of affairs ha* been of great dctnu.em b. ™ no far u* he 
Xionfare concerned between (he Republic ami Sierra and has also acre l 

verv (bsadviniiagcouElv on the prospect* of the Liberum Rubber Developtncfot '■■ 

' in which as tin* French Government will recollect, a largo amonnt of I n eiGi 
mdf as English and Gorman, capital is embarked. r l his Mate of nifaira a Fords a niost 
undesirauf opportunity, which might at any moment be taken advantage of by otter 
muntoli to intervene for the protection ol their trade inputs, tor ^reasons. 
His Majesty’s Governmenthave learnt with (hr utmost satisfaction that (he froii it 
quastion is likely to be settled at an curly date. 
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lib Majesty'* Government hope, therefore, that, even if the French Government 
do not see their way to *eud a Representative to London, thev will not fail to take 
advantage of I resident Barclay's visit to Europe eo settle the question. 

I have* Ac, 

(Signed) E + GREY, 


[27230] No. 151. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office, 

r . ^ , , „ , Foreign Office, August 27. 1907. 

-4^1 directed hy Secretary Sir H Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
ol the 13th instant renting the proceedinmj of the Liberian officer Umax 

1m to state, in reply t lor the information of the Earl of Elgin, that Hi* Majesty's 
Acting Consul at Monrovia has been instructed by telegraph to ascertoiu whether 
M r, Lomax has been recalled, or only appointed to another district. Should the latter 
be the case, and the district to w hich M r, Lomax ha* been transferred bo anywhere in 
pre^iiEiity to the Sierra Leone frontier, Mr. Ring has instructions to press for his 

+ With regard to whether the protection afforded to Mr. Lomax by the West 
African frontier force wn* justified, it appear* to Sir «. Grey that it is impossible to 
form an opinion irom the Governor’s telegram, though, at first night, protection of 
Lomax does seem incompatible with the instructions to the Oiltecr Commanding the 
BriEEsil forces to dissociate hiraself from the formers actions. Bir E. Grey would 
mcrefore prefer to await fuller information before expressing any definite opinion on 
the matter. ' 1 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[28127] No. 152. 

Foreign Office (v Co fontnl Office. 

r t * Foreign Office, August 37, 1907. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to state, for the information of the EarJ 
of Elgin, that tile President of Liberia is coming to (his country, and is expected to 
arrive on the 29tli installL 

It is understood that the primary reason of LU visit u Kumpe h the settlement 
of the Franco-Liberian frontier, and the Uberian Minister at Paris is believed to have 
instructions to uppreach the Frenidi Government on, the subject with a view to 
bringing this long pending question to a final issue. 

Opportunity will be taken Of President J&itday’s stay in England to discuss with 
him the introduction into (lie Itopublicof various adniiidstrativD reforms. 

A Memorandum which has been drawn up by Mr. Clarke setting forth in detail 
the various subjects which will come up for discussion, and the gencnii linos on which 
it is proposed h J induct the negotiations, is herewith indotinl. 

As Lord Elgin wilt doubtless desire that your Department should M represented 
at thaw meetings, a further communication will be addressed to you when the date^ 
of the meetings have been fixed. It is at present unknown whether the President will 
wi%b in discuss the question of administrative reform first, or wfurther he would prefer 
that dto negotiations with the French Government on the frontier a lotion should 
take prfscedencc. 

I am, &e, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
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Indosurc in No. 152* 


ran French hare finally inclined to carry out th« engagement which M. -Btoger 
entered into with me at Paris, and to send over a EcfW«Wi» to Mp ™ 
poreuodine President Barclay that the decisive moment Iris amredwhon hemurt 
either call in further European assistance to pul h™sc re o J 

certainty, witliiu the nest few years, ol seeing Liberia h i into . sj&ta ■ . J 
which must end, and tliat probably within a comparatively short tune, by its 
disanocaroiwe [Vom among the number of independent State*, M 

? fu tme that though we have thus lost the powerful ever winch would 
have been furnished by our bcin ? able to make Jus Jsscdlcncy a de imtc offer of the 

settlement of the Franen-Uberian frostier as the KWrdvfo* M£* 2 ftto * w 
we can still tell him that we will continue, as we have done in the post, b o ® 3 
Bond offices with tho French Government with a view to promoting such a settlement 
Sfllmt frontier as shall I* satisfactory to both parties, but I “? %&$£££: 
that he will prove quite intelligent enough either to “ r “*“L, ‘-TU 

that oar gowl offices are not worth much or to conclude that l* e are not doing .is 

^in these circumstances it is obviously necessary that we should d™ seme 
ether means or persuading him to go m the direction wo desire, which is, to 
recapitulate:— 

1 . To appoint fm English official to control the finance* of the "Republic; 

2. To establish an armed force of police under English officers ; ami 

3. To place the reform of the judicial system also m tho hands of an Englishma , 

Such other mean* of persuasion I believe we have m plenty, if only they can 
“be judiciously manipulated, and I resume then as follow* :— 

A* mote especially bearing on No, h the necessity of the appointment of m 
English official to control tho finances of the Bjpubhc, I would pomt out that as at 
Sent administered, these finance* are insufficient to meet oven such a , a l 
oblation as that undertaken by the Liberian Government to repay their stmre of the 

pTnetues of the Anclo-Liberian Boundary Commission 

e*Ws were incurred ns ling ugo ns 1902-3, and though one or two 
emn.ll payments have, as a matter of fact, been made since then on account of interest, 

there still remains owing tt sum of very nearly u,UU 0 t. i (utiil 

.More than a year ago Mr. Barclay promised that a first, instalment of V- }j. 
in respect of these expenses should he made on the 31st December last* but v 
far no attempt has been made to give etteot to this engagement. 

Again the Liberian Treasury has not ever been abte to meet such a n-ry small 
claim as that of sten* 700/, which has been owing % it for many months to the 
Government of Sierra Leone on account of money orders issue! in Liliem. 

With rc'mrd to No. % the establishment ol an armed force of police nodt r 3 - ; uLh>. 
officer* we should point out that merely from the more immediate point of view of 
Storro Ocnttlin. Ldimv te bren dqwivcd tor jmrt of tte rorvron* of 

somethin^ like half its whole available force oi frontier police, owing to thur ha*mg 
hetm obliged to occupy the western frontier of the Itepublic where u of ^ueh 

disorder Misted os, it wos absolutely jmpossibln to toleroto in ho nrighboimhood rf a 

well-governed State. This occupation has, roughly speaking, cost Sierra ‘■ L ?“ 
something like 0,OUOJ* a-year. Quite recently, moreover, a fur her nro .. v . - 
furnished 5 of the incamcit/of the Liberian Government to keep cider within thbir 
own territories bv the collapse of the expedition which they sent up under a coloured 
officer named Lomas* We appearance on the scene oF this person* and ol the 
undtoifllmod mob who followed him, threw the country into a state of disorder from 
which it will l ike long to recover, and rendered it necessary to press energetically for 
his recall, and that of the lawless and cowardly savages who followed him, and o 
whom lie was unable to exercise the smallest control 

To consider No. 2 from a purely Liberian standpoint it will he merely > 

to remind the President that it is his want ol a force upon which reliance ^. b . L 

plated Hint is entirely reaponsibte tor thr recent ndvnmire ol * iSSflrtl 

reullv onlv ill name Libemn territory : advances which no doubt arc ninph jus.mu 
by lhe fact that they have found that the absolute want of any sort of government 


s srsrjpis sssav^ 

sgiESte 

abandoning I us projected excursion. e ouairy in question by 

cmipprmi' a iiis Ia ! m h "‘ ih< : T aware f ^ r ns the actual coast of Liberia is 

rcnu.niui, lu> authority in ninny places is not even nominal. Far instance on tJm 

SfS *Dw«r i? tour of inspect ion which Mr, Lomont made on Hi* Unit's 
M r. Union t WM Sir bhn 

2*ai £&’$?£&££**£** ’ in «“ ****** wr 

a® ara 

in aucli a manner as calls for tho most serious representations J J 


(A.)-T1 K Imprisonment at Ca,H- PaUas of « na ,md Hunt, formcrh of the 

11 cst India IttAjimcni, 

TIils unfortunate person 1 ms, without ever having been tried been kent in 
attack of bLinfolcr " ^ & nt hari,, 3 bis ^ ^ring an 

(B,)— Ca*c of the miin Ilhnkmmp. 

n ’ aji1:!l 5 c ®_ a British subject has been placed in confinement m a filthy 

Z Ute’hmlth 1 , "iL £ °Ho l ''i y h“mnn beings, much less a European in 

w ■ l > • Cic solo charge against him is that lie refused to eiecuto a certain 
bond v hieh it is very doubtful whether he could legally be asked to si^n The 
whole alfmr is said, on good authority, to he owing- to tho annoyance of°llie locfll 
authorities at Lape balm as at their having been accused by the prisoner of fnud 
in regard to a certain tnsunmee un Lloyd^. J 1 r ,rauti 


(C.)— Ati ia Case. 

■ j® 00 * ^ ,® rau ^ Uassa to Mr. Attic„ mevchauL joined Attias elerk iinwn 

and the landlord of liia premises at liassa. Summerville, in a conaiiiracy to obtain 
Attius personal and business properties by fmud* This Itigbv necompfished by fa) 
Cjiusmg no defence to ho put m m two actions brought :i^ibi ; (,V) l.inbini 
to ^ A ttomoy -Ge ncra 1 to fo rh id Alt jji to pn j cm *1 aga l us t JjIill, l; i^bv : (cj f>rei blv 
entering Atria s promise? in lus absence and sciring all bo could liud ; (d) inducing the 

S?oL^iAftSS!7i /fir ' 1 ' mt ° f on ito by Attia; (r) causing 

tho Court to obstruct Atria in every way, and give him. Rigby, a writ of possession 

refusing appeal and stay of execution; (/) inducing tho Court to postpone AtriaL 
action agfiuLst Judge Gross and all parties concerned till lfiQS, 

By these means Itigby succeeded in mining Atria’s business altogether. 


(1 -C) —D it eft J re l < / Ca$t\ 

.... This was ^n action for libel brought in respect of statements made in a lot ter 
U 11 !' JL Mf‘j^fy s Consul in ivhich ifir. Ditch fieltl, in the course of hia dutv 

" r? 1 * «otnplmii«d tliar- a tulse claim for loss of limW had been 

Wc u L uya *' , Li i L ' tter ' vrts chsiri J' ;1 F^ilcgod communication* and the 
fneth could not projicriy have siijjporttd rrn action for libel, The plaintiff was 
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Mr. Dossen. » member or the Cape Palma* Mahogany Company, who »»» 8*^ 
Preridont of the Republic* 'Hie Court, after ou eleven days trial, gate mtigmenf 
a war din" Doesen 15*000 dollars. Mr. Dltchfldd appeal- d to the Supreme Court 0 
£?*S m??t Monrovia, whioh, on the 7th February tart, gave the ptamtrfT 
judgment for 10,000 ilollnra by way of damages. 

Note.— Mr. Konrick, who baa had this and the other eases mentioned under 
Ms consideration, remarks j— 

»lt would seem from this and two cost* of wrongful hnprisamioiit iwcrted 
bv Captain Wallis that the interests ot British sublets are continual lr treai ™ 
wave injustice. In my opinion, this and the Wo other eases It. which I hare rcT> ‘ 

(Jium rind Bteukinsop) should receive immediate inquiry, and i- tlic foots prove to 
£ * “ponrf strong representations should bo made without delay, backed, it 

necessary, by coercivn force/' 

To sum up 

Saras teas ;s zXZ «Miteft§ 

^StSSfttStoSrf ttat the Government is at this moment either 
* 11 liv c'tVfiivc Soma improvement has indeed resulted from the appomtmen 

S2Sw if V ™ch S improre e ment il m ™tinuetnd to SSSV other branch* of the 
Government that th/whole finances of the oouutry should he■ pboed » ^ 

{. 1)eil ,„ „l s „ obrious that no Govesci merit can be said to have a stable bun 

which i! without any means ot enforcing its authority,it w l ' lrtl ‘" ^^[bShetL 
tHistu-orthv nulico force under European officers should be at one* «toi)iisnea. 
rmrisbn L P tl.,s is already to he found in the Charter of the Liberian Development 

3^^s&»VSS£a3B 

±»S Am* 

TSffsfSf^sora jb 

t n iIsh im'tnviity and eurru ption of the Liberipto jutlKUiI body. 

arc willing to pledge ihemeelvw> accept the 

rrfJL T^mSu period to he determined by mutual 

noreement Hi* Majesty's Government will on their sido lie happy to assist in eammu 
agree aunt, ins -iiojesi} * v. _ recently been assisting in tho work of 

They will further be happy to suspend Mrttajr 

r - “ claims which, as above indicated, they have ufMnrt Ubcria, a.id will 

S&TStS-Sfa the way of the negotiations lor the &t*m of 

sat isfactorv basis of the long outstanding <iucrtien of the navigation of the Man 
* IV -V r,t tb.- hand tho Liberfnn Government deliberately reject. Ute advice 

‘^aL'SsiSScsr 

in property or person, which further W may 
ylitnv thesu persons to have sutTcri tl., 


The President should lastly be told that His Majesty's Government have for 
S m Jrm ' bceii tionaidenug hi w lint manner they could lust fi^ist the Liber Lao 
Gomnmeat in establishing the authority of the Republic along t,ho maritime freatter 

Mnd tinnTtT 1 ii ]L Tho J **$***£ wllUigiiess under certain 

conditions to sell to the Government u suitable vessel for coast mtrol, and to lend 

hnvt^rth* iL & - Ufflcifllli ntjmb ^ of British office^ for its navigation ; and they 
hav e further been upnm upon Ue^ra. Elder, Dempster, the desirability of strietlJ 
3niltmg the visits of the ships of that line to such ports as are ports - ! . nirv and 

■Innitrv iulJtr t* V^i f *!f J^V ^ i ^ ifi ll ™'* [t ils the business‘of the 

intrv lLsolf to v iiicSi the frontier belongs to prevent smuggling, not of the country 

whoM^ui^d. nhoo* at their own risks, of com^io enJLge m contraband. 

itJi ii’gnrd to tins latter point, however, they learn with surprise- that while. 

w m ! 1C,r *! dCt h ( a¥B hfMl d0m ^ tLtir ^ l » "'**<* British shipping to keep 

n^ lVfi V llCl P w n9in - "V- %h * Govomment We actually 

auihomfKi Messrs. M oeramnn to call at any ports they choose. ,\s sitoh favouritism 
is absoJutely contrary to the terms of the Anglo-Libeidau Treaty, they must formally 
^ i? tn * pnv *i e ^ hi ] in * to si German Turn, mid insist, in the 

nZ \ K? l lV ^TtT P i h "T ‘"I Jl " flt ollce era similar Ittvour being 

ncu^-ded lo British trade. Jn the meantime, it is almost needless to observe that they 

dt> not propose to take buj hirtlier action in regonl to inducing Messrs. Eider 
Dempster, lo confine the visit* of their ships to legal ports of entry, b 

Inridcntalty it should be pointed out to -Mr, Barclay that we understand that 
L !1 iIt5srs - Woerraann in consideration of a debt of 

JW 0 which the Liberian Government owe to that firm, and are unable to 

discharge, another proof, if proof were wanting, of tho lammtable effects of a proper 
want of control over tho finances of the country. * * 

«/ t r (Initialled) A. W. C 

B Hotter t near HrTf/ord, 

Avgust jil, 1907* 


[29031] No* 153. 

Cohnht Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 30.) 

1 ill Uiider--Secretary cl &tate for the Colonies presents his compliments to the 
Undersecretary ot tsLEite for Foreign Afihira, and in directed by the Secretary nf 1 State 
teansimt, ter the information of Secretary Sir Eduard Grey, with reference to the 
letter how the Ulonial Department of tlie 13lli August, a copy of deepatehe* on the 
subject of Liberia. 

Downing Street, August aa, 1907, 


Jnclo&urt) I in No. 1 fi3. 

Governor Probgn to the Kurt of Elgin. 

(t.oidideiLtial.) Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leone 

My Tv- J Juh J 34 - ls °7. 

conteiuation of my totegram of the 32nd July, respecting the reported intention 

ot Chid hati.m to return to WuJude under the durance of safe conduct commuqL 
catcd to him in accordance with paragraph 3 ot Mr. Hadd<u>3mith*a Confidential 
despatch ol the HStli Jotiuary, 1997*1 have the honour to inform you that to reach 
>VuJade 1 would have to puss through Kmiru r,iihuti, mid consequently should verv 
n ™ 1 P rd ter not to go to Wulade before receiving your ibstructions with reference lu 
the i , eeonmie nd at ions made by me in my Confidential despatch of the 31st Mny t as 
Chief Fa Bund* mid the other Chiefs will naturally expect me to state clearly which 
Cover uni cut they are to obey and what their obligations to rucJi Government are. At 
the some time I enutiot afford to run the risk of failure in the negotiations wdth 
k 11 tern. ! propose instracting Captain Murray to negotiate with Kafura, and, if 
|ius»ibie, to bring about n successful «e It lumen t, tn the event, however, of Captain 
Murray perceiving from Knfum's attitude or other cause that there will be a didiOuity 
in arriving at n settlement, he wifi inform Chiel' Kafura that 1 am on my wav lt> 
[177S] 2B 





Wuladc, and that the final discussion will have to mnit raj arrival. An soon as 1 learn 
that Kafura ho* actually armed at Wulade I shall begin travel ling to that place; but 
aa a result of the above arrangement it is jK)&&ible that, before I reach Kan re LaJran, 
I shall receive a message from (’aptaln Murray stating that a settlement has been 
arrived at, and consequently I shall he able to postpone seeing any ot the Lhiefs until 
receive your decision. 

v I have, 

(Signed) L. PROBYN* 


Incloaure 2 in Xn, 153 , 

Governor Probyn ^ fAt Earl of high i, 

(Confidential.) Garmon House, Freetown, Skrre Leant, 

Mv Lord, Ady 2®t 1907* 

* REFERRING to my Confidential despatch of the 24th July, 1 have the honour to 
inform von that I have opened the mail In consequence of my having just received a 
telegram from Captain Murray reporting the rumour that Chief Kalura has decided i d 
to come to the Conference. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L* FRGBYN, 


Incloaure 3 in Ho. 153* 

Governor Prpbyn to the Eart of Elgin, 

(Confidential r ) Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leo ne, 

jjy T xird T July 'll, 1007, 

" WITH reference to my cablegram of the 30th July respecting the movements ot 
Major Lomax, I have the honour to inclose copy of a telegram from the Officer 
Commanding the West African. Frontier force, dated the 301 h July, v. Inch resulted in 

my sending to you the cablegram above mentioned, 

2 I inclose copv of my telegram to Captain Murray, tlie Omcer Commanding 
tho West African Frontier Force, dated the :10th July, together with a copy ot Captem 
Mun'aj’s reply. j liave , 

(Signed) L, PROBYN. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 153. 

Captain Murray to C 'aJonial Secretary, Freetown. 

(Telegraphic.) , , , Don., 7«ly jlO, IB07. 

Iff, Kan re Uhun, [sk] wires Umax's troops attacked, burnt Norgo and Bnmbarra 
near Beanoon vesterdny, Frontier present states Kimn offered no resistant. [ 
Kissia hilled, one wounded j sent Unru for treatment. British Frontier bred on 
Liberians reported returned Lodo. Murray begins: ' Am proceeding Run re Lnhw at 
once. Dea, close to f+cenc of raid, is halt hag-place half-way between Kanre Unun and 
Wuladc mail route. Wire full instructions to Kanre Laliun a* to my itetioa—firstly, » 
find wire correct, and can prove that Liberians have raided into British » 

secondly,, if occurred outside ; hut in my opinion country becoming thoroughly nistiir icc. 
If possible throw a little light on our border policy for my guidance,' 
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Indosure 3 in No. 153, 

Govern cr Probyn to Captain Murray. 

(Telegraphic,) July 30, 1907. 

REFERRING to jour telegram, the Lihcrinti Government have ordered Lomax to 
return to .Monrovia, nud consequently he is acting m rebel if he attacks natives or 
West African Frontier Force* either within or without the 25*mile limit. Fending 
further instruction do not attack Lomax unless he again attacks West African Frontier 
Force or natives actually in Kanre Lab tin or places within 25nij)c limit originally lixed 
in connection with Kisaj operation in 190$. 

Bend notice to Lomax of foregoing insl ructions so that he may he warned* Should 
you be Compelled to take action in consequence of such attacks, yeti should call up 
reinforcements from Moa and telegraph if you want more troops from Freetown, as 
Kafura may take advantage of situation! so (hat you may have two enemies* Keep me 
informed by telegraph. 


InclosJtire (1 in No. 153* 

Captain Murray to Governor Probyn. 

(Telegraphic,) July 30, 1907. 

YOLJR telegram received and understood. Will act in strict compliance. Have 
already taken all precaution a, and have at present moment three strong sections 
Krinrc Lahtim One officer and twenty men at Kocndu town on Mchl, near crossing to 
Wuiade, Met Kissi wounded by Liberians at Bum hurra this day tm route to No Darn. 
He was shot through back and brutally slashed across back of neck. 


fnclosure 7 in No. 153* 

Governor Prohyn to the Earl of Elgin. 

(Confidential) Government House, Free tow n, Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, 1, 1907. 

IN paragraphs 2 and 3 of my Confidential despatch of the 18th June, 1907, 1 drew 
attention to the probability of the Anglo-Liberian boundary question being reopened so 
that the Kanre Lahun territory might he included in this Protectorate, In my 
despatch 1 referred to a conversation which I bncl witli Mr. AI Id ridge* 1 thought it 
undesirable that so important a matter should depend on my recollection of the 
conversation, and consequently I wrote to Mr. A ltd ridge on the subject, and now 
inclose copy of his reply, dated the IItit July, 

2., Tho Liberian difficulty is necessarily greater in the Kanre Lahun territory than 
elsewhere ; this is in part due to the proximity of the Sierra Leone Railway, but is due* 
f think* in a greater degree to the fact that the territory is included in the Treaty 
No. 121, and was understood by the natives to mean (as pointed out by Mr* Alldridge) 
that they are under the dominion of Hb Majesty, If the Kanre Laban territory could 
be transferred to His .Majesty nearly all the matters which now give rise lu such great 
difficulty would be removed. The Liberian Government n.sk for concessions in respect 
of the Misno River, and the wishes of that Government cannot be entirely complied 
with without ceding to Liberia the laud (shifting sand-bunks) which now forms the 
eastern side of the mouth of the Mann River. Fa Rundn ami ids people are of course 
wrong In thinking that His Majesty took the Kanre Lahun territory under his 
protection a^ a consequence of the Treaty, but, although they are wrong In law, 
their actual belief is us described by Mr, Alldridge, and consequently it may be 
urged on their behalf that it is not equitable that their country should he transferred 
to Liberia. 

J, If the suggestion put forward in my despatch is amplified so as to include an 
arrangement with respect to the Mano River, the iransaction will Ijc in the nature of an 
exchange rather than ii reopening of the Boundary Convention* I put this matter 
forward as it appears to me to be worthy of consideration in (be event of negotiations 
being entered into either with Liberia or other nations with respect to the Liberian 
situation, 
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4 The Treaty recite that Kui Lomlu h Gtfcit;f of Luawa, l^kombri, tfjiKsi* «tsd 
vJiJLnJ, hit is not signed W the Sub-Chto, The latter to** 
aliould it be considered ceceaa&ry to limit the exchange to n p»rhon oul> of 1 a IWlan 

terrik ^' I have, Ac. 

(Signed) L. FItOBY N» 


2- I am of opinion that in view of the delay which has taken place the proposed 
pdmtivr measures should not he undertaken unless the Chief gives further trouble, 
d. You will dim hi less inform me of any further action which you may propose to 
take in the mutter if the necessity arises in the future before instructions are given to 
the troops to cross the Mafintia River. 

1 urn, <fec. 

(Signed) ELGIN. 


Incloeure B In No.. 15b. 


f31144| 


No. 155. 


Mr. Attdndge to Gotemor Probgn. 

The Cottage, Hurting, Pctertjietd, Hants, 

DC ^Un t^^aekrtow lodging the receipt of the photograph b> last mad, l have mw$ 

^SSSSitorigW Treaty, h. which Fa Bod. b mad, t. 
appear as the Paramount Chief of the Lu&ua Country, 

Of course Iho original Treaty was made with the late 1 «®™l Ch,cf k * !'"i“; 
aa.l ratified by the Secretary of State. The number oi this ! reaty was 1,1. dated the 

Tth ?do iTrememW when he died, but at all events he was there in 1863 when I 
visited him with an invitation from Sir Francis Fleming, the Governor, to attend Ins 
hi» meeting at Bandammia, over 100 miles a"ay. He was too unwell to iiereonal v 
at®ml that meeting, hut sent one of Ills Sub-Chiefs, Banna, who vs aims to-day, to 

represrntHuim no sl|aJw of ,|, ; , uhl that Kai Lundu signed that Treaty in the 
presence of hb Sub-Chiefs anil n vast mini her of Ini people, in the full belie! that his 

country was under the British Govcnuiicut. „ _ , , . 

I Ml be prepared at any time when called upon to give the detail of the making 
of this Treaty and ramy other interesting particular* in connection with hit visit* o 

KEl l"thi“ k if yon will refer to my hook upon the np-COUntry Treaties, pubUshed in 

1001 YOU will find that I go rather fully into the pleasure which these Treaty 

tht Upper Hendi vUweil when the offer wm made to them ot being under the 

inflection* and within the apfeere of, the British Governs cut. 

J jtelicve me, 

fShracdl T. *L ATJiD IllDGE- 


1293773 Xo+l&4 ' 

Colonial Gffite to Foreign Received September 2.) 

Street, August 3l r 11M)7. 

"** t AM directed by the Earl of Elgin u. acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 23rd August, and to request you to inform Secretary bir Edward Grey that the 
Governor of Sierra l^oiic has been requested, in a despatch of which a copy is moused, 
tn report any further action against Chief Donna which lie may desire fa take heiorc 
instruetioas"ftre given to the Sierra Leone troops to cross the Mahntra Liver. 

1 £Ull h &C+ 

fSijjuecl) C. R, LUCAS. 


Tucloattre in No, 154. 

The Earl of Elgin to Governor Prcbyn, 

(Confidential.) 0 ol ming Street, August 30, 1907. 

’ 1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential despatch 
uf tliy ;ir 4 j u | yi i n which you raommend that the proposed expedition against Chief 

Donna should bc postponed until December nest. 


MttmwattdtMH of Intendsto between Mr, Clarke and Prudent Barclay, 

■ j^-Ah.RY JOHNS'! ON invited me to atav with him from Saturday to 
Monday at hi* hom near Arundel fa meet Mr. Barclay, the President of Liberia;and 
as considered that such a visit would nfibrd opportunities of more- friendly and 
informal conversations than would be possible In London, I accepted the invitation. 

Of iho ihrec subjects on which it had beon arranged that I should apeak fa liis 
Excellency (see nay Memorandum of the 2 }at August), I mentioned first that which ft 
seemed fa me wa* the more immediately important—the administration, unmelv. of 
justice in the Republic. 

1 said that we had been extremely concerned at the four cases, in which British 
subjects were interested, _ which had recently been brought to our notice—those of 
liuiLt, Blenkinsop, Ditelifiold, and At tin. The facts of these cases as reported to u« 
had been carefully considered by Mr. Kcnriek, the Acting Assistant T,ega! Adviser to 
the Foreign Office, and they had been pronounced by him such as fa justify the most 
serious representations fa the Liberian Government. He even considered that if they 
were correctly reported they would warrant our insisting on the Liberian Government 
not Only granting such compensation to the persons injured as the circumstances nr, 
further investigation might seem to justify, hut even according to Great Britain the 
right of exterritorial jurisdiction. 

1 then went on fa discuss the question of the establishment of a properly 
organized force of police under European officers, and pointed out to Mr. Barclay that 
the absence of such a force in the past must be considered as being ven hrrek 
responsible for the recent advance of the French, And it seemed to me" I wid\ 
perfectly dear Dial if to the want of such a force m the prist must: be ascribed hi 
very considerable measure the dangerous state in which the Republic now found itself, 
Si u its no less obvious that t. nothing were done within, the nest few months to rive 
the Administration an arm on which it could absolutely rely, that state could not “fail 
to 1 income even more critical than it was at this prosopi moment, 

Last of all 1 touched on the great desire we Iifi-I. not only for our own sokes as 
concerned in the prosperity of the Republic, fa sens its finances placed upon a 
thoroughly sound basis, but also from the point of view of the Liberians themselves. 

I drew his Excellency s attention fa the remarkable manner in which the 
receipt from the Customs bad increased since that branch of the Administration had 
been placed under a thoroughly honest and competent Englishman: I pointed out 
thnt. as far as English commercial opinion went, while considering this increase with 
much satisfaction, it could at present fed no security that I he balance of the revenue 
rhat remained over after meeting the charges of the loan was kid out fa Die best 
advantage in promoting the real interests of the country, and was mil wasted in 
schemes which would never have been put forward by a really competent financier. 

In conclusion, and speaking generally, I told the President that it appeared to mo 
that a critical moment has arrived in the history of the Republic over which ho 
presided ; that however it might have been twenty years au'o. or even ten, the time had 
gone-by when Liberia could re-enact the part or Corea m n hermit kingdom, and that 
sho must now lose not a moment in setting herself seriously to work to put her house 
in order, or lie prepared to sink into a condition of disorder and anarchy which would 
most certainly end in her disappearance from the catalogue of independent countries 
If, however, the Liberian Government took tny advice on these points— which 1 
impressed upon him Was quire disinterested in so fair as we were w ithout fttty aggressm 
intentions whatsoever—and within a reasonable time proceeded to act upon it, 1 saw 
n>j reason why the country should not, in the course of n few years* been mo secure 
,iint prosperous. If, on the other hand, the Liberum Government deliberate!v chose 
to reject that advice, we should inive no alternative but fa take such steps as" might 
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approve Uiemsfllves to our judgment with n view to <>M riming prompt srimfimtiou for 
the various cllums which wo liztd dgniDst the Republic, and generally safeguarding the 
interests we had at stake an the country, 

Mr. Barclay replied to my remarks in the following sense;- 

With regard to No. 2, the establishment of a force of police, he ^id that the 
necessity of such a step had already occurred to him before he left Africa; that he 
had discussed the matter with his Cabinet, and that they wore at one with him in 
regard to it; it only remained, therefore, to consider way* and means. 

With regard to my third point, the placing of the general finances of the country 
under European control, he said that there were constitutional difficulty in the way 
which he did not see how he could overcome* 

With regard to the complaints J had made against the administration of justice, 
he could only assure me that the mumitanoea of the various cases ] had mentioned 
were not such as I bid stated. 11 o believed that even with the help of such documents 
as he had brought with him to Europe he whs in a position to throw a very different 
light upon them, anil that ho would certainly be able to do so nw soon as b fl got hack 
to his own country. 

His Excellency lastly inquired what moaning 1 attached to the expression 
« reasonable Lime *'* within which I said that we should expect to see our advice acted 
upon, 

With reference to this last question i said that ns I was aware he had \m 
Legislature to consider, and ns that Legislature did not meet again fill December, it 
would obviously be unreasonable to expect to sec our advice bearing any fruit until, 
say, March, Ilis Excellency was satisfied with this assurance, and we finally agreed 
on the following points :— 


(A .)—The Establishment of a Police Foret under two English Offers, 


* Mr. Barclay said that though he was fully resolved to do his best to got this 
sanctioned by the Legislature, and, indeed, felt pretty sure that he would be able to 
do so, yet'he could not take any actual definite steps towards engaging the 
officers, &c., until he was duly authorized thereto by the Liberian Legislature. 

I admitted this position, hut urged him that with a view to saving time he should, 
while in England, dO what was possible in the way of conditional selection of 
officers, &c* When, therefore, early next year he telegraphed, as Im said he hoped he 
would be able to do, to announce that the establishment of the force was sanctioned it, 
would be possible within a very few weeks to get all the preliminary measures carried 


tli roach* 


ign* 

His Excellency agreed to this course, and steps ary being taken accordingly. 


(B h )— The Establishment of a Proper Control over the whole Financ&r of the Republic. 

I told his Excellency that l quite admitted the difficulties which stood in the 
way of the actual appointment of an English Comptroller. We had, however* no 
desire to insist on form if we could get siilist&ncff, -Mr Lament was already 
ntmiiuallv Financial Advisor to the Liberian rinvemment It would only be neces¬ 
sary 10 Iiiake him sc really. With the exercise of ft mixture on his Excellency's part 
of persuasion and authority, it could surety Ixs possible to overcome any opposition 
there might at first be on Lhe port of the Liberian authorities or public to the increase 
cf Mr. Lament’s influence. Such opposition Would certainly disappear in the face of 
the lar^K increase of revenue and its more efficient application which would follow the 
adoption of Mr. LairtOnt'a advice. As much of Mr. Lamout's time would of necessity 
be taken up in these new duties. 1 urged upon ilr. Barclay the appointment of at any 
rete one more English Customs official—nn appointment which 1 understood to be on 
other grounds highly desirable. It would probably, 1 thought, be found nttassarv to 
appoint further a ^killed accountant—possibly a man of colour might be found in 
the Government service of one of our African or West Indian Colonics. 

With regard to the application to this particular item of our programme or my 
expression “reasonable time,” I said I thought six months from .Mr. Barclay + « return 
might be taken. 

Mr. Barclay promised to do what ho could within the time I mentioned. 
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{C.)^AdminieirtU r -ioti o f Justice, 

Mr* Barclay begged me not to press him for the moment cm this point. 

i said I Iiad no desire further to embarrass n position which as I fully recognized 
was already sufficiently difficult. 

He bad told nio that ho had given orders iHjfore he hail loft Monrovia For the 
release of the man Hunt. Bhmkjiwop was now dead, and neither the life, liberty nor 
property' of cither Litchfield or Altia were in any danger. In these eircumstaEoes I 
was rua( y to inert Ins wishes in the mutter, but 1 said that we most reserve in the 
fullest possible way nil our rights to insist on proper compensation being paid the 
injured persons, should further investigation prove they were entitled to it; and 1 
urged mm to keep a strict eye cm Jus judiciary, lie had said that he believed it to lie 
quite honest though not always a-s competent ns it might be. 

I sincerely trusted that him views as to its honesty were correct; in regard to it* 
competency, 1 hoped that very soon the increased resources of the Republic would 
allow of its paying ite judicial officers such salaries ns would hr sufficient to obtain 
persons as to whose knowledge and skill there could be no doubt* .Meanwhile, I 
would send haui Memoranda of the four cases in regard to which fie would let me have 
his remarks. 

The rest of my conversation with the President may l»e resumed as follows j— 

I said that it was very discreditable to the Republic that, in spite of the 
promises which bad been made, the Instalment of 1,000/, due last December on the 

Xjihemn share of the expenses of the Auglo-Liberian frontier delimitation, was still 
nwmg. 

I inquired what his Excellency proposed to do in the matter. 

He assured me that he would do his best to sec that at nay rate the next 
December s instalment was paid punctually* 

I also alluded to the debt of some BOW. which was due to the Sierra Leone Post 
Office, 

n ni ° he had never heard the matter mentioned before, but 
that be would telegraph at once for information to Monrovia* 

i-i ^ itli regard to the arrangements in be made as to the handing over to the 
Ld^rnn Government of the gunboat “ Alert; 1 I said I would put Captain Bnithwaite 
■n 1,1 with him. That officer had been negotiating on the subject 

with the Admiralty *ince lie had been in England, and was well acquainted with ill the 
circumstances. ' ' 

Mr. Barclay *aid there were sumo frontier quest inns he wished in talk over ■ he 
was tepccia ly anxious to put in a word for his officer Mr. Lomax, w ho, he believed, 
had tint had justice done to him. There was also the question of the Mano River* 

I said these were mutter* which concerned* at any rate primarily, the Colon in! 
Office, and 1 premised to arrange ft meeting for him with Mr* Antrobua of that 
Department, 

it mtLsL however, be mlty understood that, any concession* which might be made 
on these | jot lit S would be conditional on our advice being followed in regard to the 
matter 4 of police and fi nance. 

1 [is Excellency asked me what ho thought he had better do in regard to the 
settlement of the Prance-Liherian frontier.® 

I told him that m: had originally suggested to the French that the matter 
should ho dismissed hen- nr the same time as the questions which l had lust been 

talking over with him ; . the French had said lint, they preferred to deal with it 

separately in laris Quite recently, however, they had seemed te change lids view, 
mid appeared inclined in accept our original invitation* I promised I would 
endeavour to ascertain from (lie French Embassy here how soon they thought a definite 
reply on Hus subject miglil hv evpeetcd. In the meantime I told Mr. Barclay that 
there weis oliv too sly nothing for Id n to do but wait with such patience as lie might, 

_ -P 19 Excellency told mo tlmt his people were very a axiom to know if Great 

Jintain would guarantee the huiepru lenco and integrity uf Liberia 

I said that 1 did not think uv should he prepared 'te entertain any bjroposnl of the 
kind, in any case it could only hr dime in conjunction with the French. If the 
rrenob once gave them u Kittled frinr.er, and they proceeded, to put their house in 
iuMlt 111 accordance with my advice, there would lie no danger of any one attacking 
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tliem; if they did not reform their ways no amount of guarantees would save them 
from iliu end which must sureW in the mair future await ihrm. 

The last point On which I spoke to the President was the permission they had 

R ■ -> r i ■ __ __ Jl..irr 1-alp-jn.rl m-G i Ci IS ll J~LP ■U'lTrF U fll 



Mewsr*. Elder Dempster to put a stem to the smuggling curried on hv their ttipmui^ 
I gaid I understood that this permiariou was given u> Marons, Woemaan as a set -off 
a£A|[Ut the balance of the debt owing to them by the Liberian Government} ivncl hi*! 

IP L ... I .4 .1 * . ■ . .kl... .,..11 (i, V IntnEililn I>rt i‘V(irr ft I 



facilities bring afforded to Messrs, Elder Dempster, This he said h. wua quite ready 
to accede to bn the same terms a* thi- ivoncessions which, had been gmn to Mossr*. 
Woormann. lie assured me that this firm 1 * captains never engage in smuggling ns 
notoriously do those of Sir A, Jones. , , . . 

I have read the foregoing to Mr. Lki relay, who accepts it a a giving the substance 
of our conversation, and when i send him a copy he promises to return me a note it> 
that effect. 


A. W* C. 


September b f 1907. 


120932! im - 

President Barclay to Mr. Clarke,—(Received September G.) 

Hotel Victoria, Northumberland Avtmte t 

Deal 1 Mr. Clarke, London, September G, 1907. 

I RECEIVED yesterday the resume of the conversation we had on Liberiap attain* 
at Idling, and find it correctly reported. 

With regard to Memoranda on the cases to which yon referred, and which have 
also been liweivcd, l tied, on examining the documents, that in order that, the Liberian 
case might he fully understood, it is necessary to send a very full Memorandum from 
Monrovia, especially in regard to the cases of Ditchiicld and Attifl, on which somo 
stress is laid. 1 think the Government n£ Liberia will, be able to show conclusively 
that they are not entitled to be considered by Elis Majesty * <1 oVerntnetit, 

The postal matter is having attention. 

Yours faithfully 

(Signed) ARTHUR BARCLAY, 


[30073] 1 Ho, 157. 

Colonial Office Jo Foreign Office.—(Btceiwd September 13.) 

Sir, Downing Street t September 1 % 1907* 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 30th August, inclosing a copy of correspondence with the Trench Embassy 
relating to Liberia. 

2. Lord Elgin sees that, in Ids note of the £2nd July, the French Minister 
intimated that the sole object of Ins Government in relation to Liberia was the 
determination of a satisfactory boundary. As Secretary Sir Ed Wind Grey is aware, 
however, the 1 French have recently been pursuing a policy which it seems difficult to 
reconcile with the assurances which they have repeatedly given that they would 
preserve the integrity and independence of Liberia. They have been steadily 
Advancing into the Liberian bin tor lend until their posts are now fur within the 
northern frontier os recognized by the Franco-Liberian Arrangement of the 
8th December, 1802. The French Minister also observed that the commercial 
interests of France in Liberia are insignificant. But it must ho noticed that, although 
ibis is no doubt the ease ut present, il would cease to lie the case if line I Tench could 
succeed in extending their Control to the Liberian floast, and, *n hr as El. is possible to 
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judge at present, this appears to liord Elgin to bo the natural objective of the move¬ 
ments which are at present being carried out in the interior. 

3. While Ifig Majesty's Government, like the French Government, have always 
declared their intention to maintain the integrity of Liberia, the commercial interests 
of Grout Britain* in Liberia, unlike those claimed for his country by the French 
Minister, are far from being insignificant. The western hinterland of' Liberia is known 
to lie extremely fertile, and there are large forests of rubber now being exploited by 
British Companies and largely by means of British capital. The 8icrra Lenne 
Government Railway at present, reaches a point well within 20 miles of the frontier, 
and it is about to he extended ff miles further east, over u river (l ho Mmiwa), which is 
at present a serious barrier to trade. In addition, raids are being constructed to serve 
as feeders to the railway mid tap the resources of thy whole ^prroimding country. 
The effect of I ho development in this manner of mi'aiiK of transport in the north¬ 
eastern district of the Sierra Leone Protectorate will be to render Freetown the natural 
outlet and Eulct of the whole of the trade of the western hinterland of Liberia. 

t If liboriaot the western portion of Liberia were to become French, it eanjior 
be doubted that the usual policy of protection would bo pursued, and that British trade 
would be excluded from the country ns far as possible by differentia! duties to the 
serious, detriment both of Sierra Leone and of the United kingdom. It is important 
in I his connection to remember that the French Government declined to allow Liberia 
and the adjacent territories to be included in the u fiscal zone" eatablLilted by the 
Convention of the 14th June, 1808. within which equality of treatment is guaranteed 
to British and French goods and merchant*. 

ft. The satisfactory termination of the Franco-Liberian boundary negotiations 
appears to Lord Elgin in this way to be a matter of considerable importance to flis 
Majesty's Government, and its importance is accentuated at the present; juncture by 
the situation on the Anglo-Liberian frontier* where, ns Sir Edward Grey knows, it has 
been foiliitl necessary, with the consent of I tie Liberian Government, to occupy a 
portion of the Liberian territory with tv force of British native troops in order to 
prevent Liberian natives from raiding into the Sietta Leone LYo tec to rale, liis Lord¬ 
ship ia anxious to withdraw the British force as soon as possible, and the Liberian 
Government, on their part, ore desirous of taking the control of the region into tlidr 
own hands; hut it is feared that, if the British force were withdrawn, its place would 
immediately lie taken hy French troops unices a satisfactory arrangement had been 
concluded with regard Lo the Franco-Liberian 'boundary. 

B. Lord Elgin observes tint, in replying (n M. GeofTray’s note, in which he 
remarked that a boundary in accordance with the wishes of the French Governroem 
would probably be adopted soon, Sir Edward Grey, although he said tlmi Ills Majesty's 
Government had learnt with the utmost satisfaction Hint tne frentier question wn 1 - 
likely to be settled at an early dale.tnado no remark a* lo Ihe manner in which it was 
to Ins settled, or as to the interest of Groat Britain in the matter I ID Lordship would 
therefore suggest that a further note should be addressed to the French Government, 
pointing out that this is a matter in which Great Britain Es interested no less than 

Franco, and expressing the ... of IDs M njc*ty T ... that France will, 

like Great Britain, respect ther integrity and independence of Liberia, and that no 
alteration of the houndary Ea id dawn in the Kronen- E alter (a a Arrangement of I he 
Kill December, 1802, will he decided upon withinii previous coanoiiiuoiLtkm with Iris 
Majesty's Government. 

I am, &q. 

(Signed) IL L ANTRQDUSL 
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igne thev will not extend tfcrir IXMindwrjr *o«th «F the Sfakcnw River tlielweg, and 

bc,; '™’ **»m»»* their mw tt ‘ rntory 

tlic course of the River Meld 

1 will explain this to M, Gcoffmy fco-morrovY, 


[30673] No - m 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

(Ho. 43. Africa,} Foreign Office, September 16, 1007- 

WITH reference lo my telegram of to-day H s date, t transtnit te your ExieH&ncj 
hore™4p“ f-m the Colonial Office rating the fw^Libemn 

Tin EZSX* ^Secretary et State for the Colon*. « 
iui\ious that His Majesty** Government should he consulted in any settlement ih.n 
mayT arrived at. i. in alteration of the boundary must neeossanly alfeet the 

that a sattlameat ™ to .hearrived at 
on the basia of the Preliminary Agreement between the French GoTcrmueat and 
Sir Karrv Johnston of 1006, which determined on the thalweg of RiverMakona as 
Z ?Sr“ tween Frineh West Africa and Liberia. Ite.tl n. h-to M y^r, 
Government would have nn objection. to offer, and ou this ^ 

raneatodb -riven the French Government to understand that H a Majesty s govern 
3 wpuld ahstaia from interference in the settlement of thmr boundary with 

Li ben a. now soroewb , t apprehensive that the French Goyemmont may 

endeavour to push the frontier seme distance south of the Makona- The fabiutution 
of French for Iberian territory south of that river mil, as vs conclusively shown jd 
,| lc inclosed letter from the Colonial Ollice, affect the commercial interests of Siewn 

^ C0I1 j ^'n nesy lberefori:. tliat vour Excellency "ill explain to the French Government 
the reasons why III* Majesty's Government have ldtherto abstained Irem iiiierfercnce, 
and represent to them in a friendly Spirit the injury which would he done to tin 
RritishColofcV if the boimdarv line were drawn south of the thalweg of the Mnkuiui. 
^suSr an evtni it would he ].laccd in territory which isstl^scnt actmslly^up.c-i 
under Agreement with the Uberian Government by British troop* Should th.. 
Miikona River be agreed tn in* both parties, Ills Majesty's Government hope I hat the 
French Government would he wilting to -inter into negotiations with Hi> Majesty * 
Government for the readjust incut of the boundary between Sierra Icon* aud French 
territory from Tembicunda to the Makom or a natural feature binds such us the course 
cT the Aluli. Your Excellency should at the same tunc express the hope that the 
French Government will main tain the Chiefs in the Jussi district north of the Makona 
who have till now been under the protection of His Majesty s troops. 

Your Excellency is no doubt aware that \Vulade* which i» within the territory 
\diit-h under the Preliminary Agreement would become French, is actually occupied by 
: bS. sI£ the content of the Uborfao Government. It » Mm* ;•<■;■'» 
that due intimation should l>c given to On Majesty * Government of unj sc 
i Ll or dcr that necessary amuigOmeiits may be mndo for the timely withdrawal of 

tlie iTm ^- I am, Ac, 

(Signed) Ev GREY. 


[310961 160 ‘ 

J/. QeQffray to Sir Edward (trey*—September 1 j.) 

.-linidwade de France, fondm, 

M. In Secretaire d'Etat, . J* 13 1M7, 

FAR aa note du ^8 liiillet denaier, M. Gambon avail fait, a&vbn a votre I„xc<dleiu.o 
(llie , aur Jt, instructions d* M, le Miniatti dtt Colonic*, le Gouvemeurd eenersil do 



* So. 147. 


l’Afriqus Occidental* Francis* avail domnS des ordroa aux offieiera commandant aur 
leacqaifin* de la Nigeria alin do, respecter le district do Kiss! dans le Liberia oocupe 
par lea troupes Britazuuqucs et de donnyr mix rapports des officiere Francois et 
Anglais le eantctrm flc courtoi*io canforme aux reliition* exiatant antra lea deux 
G on vernement » r 

]] rdaulto d'uue recentc communicatioa de M. Itemize quo la rivilsro Mafintia 
portage exaotemoat los st;cteiTr* oocupta par Ie& d^tachemonta t-’ran^aia et Anglais, qua 
hy officier* du sect cur FYaugab de In Gui nee et ecus das troupes Anglais** do la 
i%3qe out ro^u Fordre de no pas traverser cette rivifere et quo lea Oouvemeure dee 
Golonics Fra liaises el Aug] a iso* ee soot mutueliement communique cm iimtnic lions, 
^ui paraisaeut devoir dviter tout, incident. lAwioption dn coura do la Madntia coamue 
limit* dos zmm d'nction & fait rantrer soua Fadpiinistration Auglniso tout* uqc rdgiou 
aur laqnolle efewrgait V influence Fran^ise; c'e«t ninsi quo k village do BU4dtm t qmi 
auparavunt. payuit l iinput tiu portr Friuifais do Uuniba, 1* paie utn.ourd'hui an isoats 
Anglais d'OulinUb 

Je ue cite cea fait* qu'aliii de miens indiejuer a votro Exoellenoe da»e quel esprit 
de conciliatioi] leg instruct ions du Gouvornement do la Rtpubliqu* out 6d ounces et 
ex^iuitooM uiin^ de tenir compto lies it/.sirs que vntre Rxcctlcuco ra avidt exprimes ii 
plueicurs reprises. 

\ r eiullo2, &o r 

(Signal G EOFFRAY. 


[31322] Ka 16L 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 

{No. 4t. Africa^.) 

^ r t _ Foreign Office, September 17, 1D07. 

I REMINDED M. Gambon that some liiu* ago l had told him that our only 
interest in the frontier negotiations between France and Liberia was to see the matter 
setLli‘[]. ^ si not; then, the Colonial Office had put on* or two points lief ore me wl ich 
Were of imjK>rtarto* ha us. 

\\ c had assumed that the French negotiations would be on the basis of Hi* 
JubaRtone-Bmgtir arrangement, hut I did not know what their present condition was. 
1 showed M. Cam bon on a map of the district th* importance to Sierra Ijcene and it* 
niilviuy rtf bn\ \wj. Iri?(! [h!***M to the irrule of the hiiktorlniid, and the iinTJortaucD for 
tins purpose dial the French frontier should not com* further south than til* 
"thalweg "of Ui* River Makona. As*umin™ that the drench cam* south up to that 
river, then there would he a new frontier between French territory and Sierra Leone 
extending north alojig the liiver Melj. irad if would be convenient for administrative 
purposes if the French woqld agree with us that this frontier should follow the 
natural features of the country, i.e., apparontly the course of the river, 

M Cambon said that Im was nut familiar with the question. But be understood 
that we attached importance lo the navigfttioD of the river being kcjit free, and 
desired not to Ira ahui ofr from the district in question, 

I told him that 3 bad asked ^ir Fnireeis Nertic also to explain the mailer in Fiiris. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[31352] Not 162. 


Sir F Bertie tu Sir Edmtd Grey.—{Received September + JO,) 

{No, 36, -Africa,) 

Sil * ab t i j , , Porte, September IP, lfH>7 + 

1 J \v L i . t,lc hvtlljur to report in my telegram No. 5, Africa, of vesterdav's 
date, Mr. Lutoi Jeii with the rpltfitnJ Director of th* Alini&tiy for Foreign Allaire a 
Memorandum, copy of which is im-hi-sod, in the souse of r 1 l<‘ instructions coataJuud in 
your aesprttcfi No. t3, Africa, of the Kith instum on the siihiret of the Fnmeo- 
Liberifliti frontier negotiations 

M. Louis informed Mr Ijatcr 1 lint rli«* Agriienu-m bad actualEv bci u signed I hair 
morntngj but v. r as unable, although he had semi rh* lest, to give Jiim piru(*e■ inf--rum 
lion u* to the lino which had born adopt-d for ihs frontier. M P Uuis ]i W iN*.l in 
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onmimioicatc the miwtmoi" to M. 1’ichon, «!.o wooli eonekto; the wri™. NW-tinw 
hv ijj, UilestyV Govtrmaient. On leaving the Ministry Mr- Listor m< t 
M Mnier "nd Xrtaino.l from him that, according to the new Agreement, Hie 
frontier^ to follow the south bank of the Maktma instead of the thaUeg. the wlttio 
river thus becoming French ; !hi» arrangement hud been made, lie raid, simply in 
order to avoid the difficulties which, as experience bad proved, rouat ronstaiilly arise 
whioi the boundary followed the thalweg, He quoted as fi cpc m $t*t the Inuudniy 

Iwitween tiie Gold Coast and Ivory Cnasl Colonies, L „ T ... , ■ , 

I snoko to M Piobon on this subject to-day H [S bxeejlniey Stated that hot id 
not think that anil injury could result to British commereml interests m Sierra Le-nr 
from lie- Convcnl'mii 'which had just been concluded with Liberia, The Preliminary 
jSfcZSft7 ItWMto*, il said, mom of «* nfctato of toWffloi.l »WJ»rfcr. 

dofinito As^-mmvt: I to promised to lot mo have . noto exphumag too 

“ t0, n£tod if ho ivnuld give ii.n n copy of the Convention just nonclntlnd. He said 
that ho thought he could tio so, but that ho must first consult on the subject with the 
Minister of the Colonics. 

I have, &c. 

(S^ued} FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Inclosure in No. ICE 

Memorandum communic&ttd fry Mr. Litter to M. L-ouhi. 

BE Gouvemement do 3a Majesty Briteunique a m jusqu’a pws<wt _s'v«s 
l'i repression qua b Ugne dc ddroarciition outre fcs branyai^es 

Occ idcntale et le Liberia serait trac&s sdoo les bases dc l Arrangement I nlmn <a 
do 1906, Cette ligne,qui Ruivmit le thalweg du Fleuvo Makoitft, ne soub yerait aucuno 
objection tie la part du CTOUvernemcnt de Sa Majosld Britmtmque, et, .ir h. Ui^\*yp 
liaiaut sur cdte impression, » fait Mivtir h pUialcurs reprises au fmuveruement 
Frames que le Gmivernemcnt Anglais n*> ^immisceiaii d ancuuc fa^mi aux uegmn 

D'flprfes de6 informations pfirvciuu-s nu Gmivmiomant de Sa Mnjesiu Hi'Ilaiiiiiqne, 
SI Hinhle ccpetirlant poaublr quo i’on ait iWmlimi d'apporier qaplqw* nifld illation* 
kJafronti^ro prfcoufe& par FArranguTneut Prdliininnire ci-dewiw cite d ile Mouwer 
lo tracA vers 1c sud, du c*td mdridionnl iln Fleu^-Makona. One pweillu mnd.hcatiou 
i>arternit unr grave aUelnte mix in Id Hits coniiuenHlm* dc la Colonie An pi-■ '> do 
Sicrm-Lcone. Le trued do la fronticre so trouvcmil, dWlleum, on lumtoire qm, nico 
I'afsentiitieut du GtouvernerooDt Libdrien, CSt actual foment octiiipc par dos tmnprs 
Britannia lies Dans le r is on, eommr It? grin, finite io <ir>uverneinont dr Alnp-u' 
Britanaiiiue. Ir thalweg du Maknna wntit ddfluitiyemunt ndopte eommo Lignr r|r 
iremtidre par les deux Parties CWmclunlos, Sir E. Urey espdre quo If lim.veniemen- 
Fridoaia sernit dispose k ©ntaincr dcs iidgociattons ulin de rajuster la Lontnn 1 mlro ! i 
Gobi vie jteffbise do Sicri’a-lxmne et ies possessions FmEivaisrs a parti r do FebiQdiuaiM 
jusqu’mi Makoua sur la base d'unfl eonflguratLou imtnroUc du pays, telle que le tours 
il*oaii de la iliviLro Muli. 

Le Gouvemcment Eritannique espC^re dgalomcnt quo le GouverDemeiit Irau^aia 
maiatiendra les Chefs do la region dc Kissi an non! du .Uakons, qm ont joui jusqu ,i 
m^sent dc la protection dea troupes Anglaiets. , , . 

bi Ciouvoraemeut Franjais n'ignorc sjins doute pas quo \\ uludo, siluc tlans lr 
terriloire qui, d'aprfes l'Am ij foment Erdliiuinaire, deviendrait J toU^i.s, esc occupe 
aeuu’llemcul par iJo.s iroupfs Britan Digues, II par censiqueut, cssenud qjjf© 1^ 

Gouvemei^irnt de Sa Majestd fkt awii de tout. AriTUigement h\U rvenu, aliu quo u < 
mesui'c.- nocessairos fussent prises pour retire t les troupes cn question. 

Pari*, It 18 B«ptembre f lS.m 7 . 
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[32368] No. 163. 

Colonial (Ijjict to Foreign. Office .—-f Rtctirfd Stpttmb&r 28 .) 

Sir, Downing Street, September 27 , IfiOl. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to request you to inform Secretary Sir 
hid ward Grey that he has had under Ivis consideration, among other questions relating 
to Liberia, the question of the navigation of the Mnno River, which was the subject of 
Article 6 of I he Agreement concluded between His Majesty's Government and the 
Government of Liberia on the 15th July, 190S. 

2. The Governor of Sierra Leone proposed in May 190<3 that the import Julies 
collected at the port of Mu no Soiija on all dutiable goods entering the river, whether 
destined for Sierra Leone or Liberia, should, after deducting the cost of the adminis¬ 
tration of the station, lie equally divided between the two Governments. This proposal, 
with some raodificatioEia in detail introduced as the result of a discussion which took 
place at this Office in April hist, was communicated to the Liberian Government 
through the British Consulate at Monrovia ; but they were not prepared to agree to 
it. Accordingly, after discussion with President ttarclny at the Qohnial Office oil tin- 
24th instant, a Memorandum, of which a copy is inclosed, has been drawn up, 
embodying the terms nf another arrangement on different lines to which Lord Elgin 
would In;? prepared to agree on behalf of the Government of Storm, Leone as part of a 
satisfactory settlement of the general Sierra Leone-Liberia question. 

A Ii is uaderstood ibat the terms of the first four Articles its the Memorandum 
meet with the President’s approval. The fifth Article was not suggested to him at 
the meeting referred to f ljut it 1 h necessary for the safeguarding oi the interests of 
Sierra Leone, since, in the event of a breakdown in Hie Liberian Customs Adminis¬ 
tration, the danger might arise that quantities of goods which had evaded the Liberian 
Customs duties would he smuggled into Sierra Leone across the Mnno li iver frontier. 

1 . lord Elgin would suggest that the arrangement embodied in Hie Memorandum 
.should now be submitted to tlio Lcburinl Government With such reservations in respect 
of other outstanding Anglo-Liberinn questions as Sir Edward Grey may aeo fit to 
impose, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) K, L. ANTR0BE8. 


Iucloeure tn No. 10<H, 

Memorandum rtiprcfitig navigation of Mono River: — Proposed fan tkiv to be 
tjffmifd to the Liberian Government* 

AN arruugeTuent to be made whereby gpodfi destined for Liberia may he trans¬ 
ported to approved ports of entry on tfie left bank of the MnttO River without payment 
of the Sierra Leone duties of C ustoms, 

Under the arrangement which is propose goods passing up the river would be 
reported at Mano Salija, where the masters of all vessels would be required to produce 
ttmir cargo books or other satisfactory account of the goods on board to the proper 
officer of the Sierra Leone Custom r, who, if satisfied that they agreed with the account 
given* and on payment of the appropriate fees for the services rendered, would issue 
n corresponding trmsire containing n d( i tailcil dcsoription of the cargo. On obtaining 
this transire the master would lie free to proceed to his destination, where the Liberian 
Customs officer would compare the cargo with flic transire account, and if correct 
would forward a certificate oF receipt to the Sierra Leone Customs officernt Mano8*lija, 
In the event of any shortages occurring the Liberian Customs officer would separately 
detail such losses in transit upon the certificatepf receipt, and the Sierra Leone duty 
would then be recovered by the Officer at Mano Saltju upon such louses under a transit 
bond, which would have to bo entered into with proper sureties. 

2* Liberians and other persons navigating from port to port on tins left bank of 
the river to have the same freedom from Custom* restriction^ as Sierra Leon vans, 
navigating in like manner from port to port mi the right hunk, except for such super¬ 
vision as may bo necessary to afibi'd fcfcCttrity against evasion ijf the Cuslu-my regulations 
in forces at the mouth of (ins river. 

3, Where nt any time the duties chargeable under thu Liberian Customs Tariff 
[1773] 2 X 
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■re lover tlH.it those diMgrabk- under «hc Siem )<wnc Tariff, Hie difforen.* belwrjfn 
(I),- m tea oF duty on Ito goods n ffeoted to be paid mlo biern Leone revenuo. 1 ractically 
the simplest way to meet this stipulation would probably be for the Liberian duties to 

be raised to the Sierra Leone level, u« 

4 OonHistnuont of arms and ammunition, accompanied by a sjatornunt signed by 
a reapoofliblo official oflbe Liberia n Government and certified at the British Consulate 
in Monrovia, miner the marks, numbers, and quantity of sacli arms and am mum tom, 
^toteUtwSat* be solely for tb* us* of & UM SNW—J* 
their own territory, to be permitted to be shipped to Liberum ports o f ralr> rathe 
Mfino River, subject only lo the rules mid regulation! governing the romoml of 
dutiable goods on which the duty has not torn paid in transit to sum 

fi. The arrangement described to bo in force only during such time aa the Libermn 
Government may maintain an effective Customs Administration, 

Colonial Office, Srjttnntef 


[32996] Xo - m% - 

Mr* JJ S ter to Sir Edward Greg*^{Recdvcd October k) 

(No. 40, Africa.} 1007. 

Ir ’ WITH reference to Sir F. Bertie’a telegram No, 6* Africa, of the Slat ultimo, 

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith cony of an md^memoiriir om the brvwh 
Ministry for Foreign Affidra, inclosing a copy ot the I- ranw-Liberian Convention signal 
in Faria ori the 18 th ultimo. 

The 

_ _ __ ^ 

alluded to in the Memorandum communicated by _ . . 

tions, it says, took place at the end of 1905 between two * ranch officials and an infl Wtial 
Mrtonafie from Libor fo, but. i hey were of a perfectly private and unofficial character, 
and should be regarded a* an exchange of views—not aa an Arrangement. Phc pr^m. 
kmewm however, line followed the lines laid down at that moment uh regards the 
frontier. The text of the Agreement ie communicated to His Majesty a _ LmbaaBy 
L1 \ titra amical." It is then explained that France has abstained from claiming the 
basin <rf the Makomi River, and that the bank, ami not the thalweg, of that and other 
rivers lias been settled as the frontier, in order to avoid difficulties m polling the 

"^^As reearda the readjustment of the Ando-French frontier bet.ween Temhikounda 
and the ifTkona, the nidr-«riiiQ>Vi statee that the Ministry for Foreign Affair* will 
consult the Ministry of the Colonies, but that at first eight the proposal mode by Hm 
Majesty's Government would appear to take away from the French PMBBanons * 
territory larger than that which is offered in compendium 

EsueciaJ note will be taken of the interest taken by His Majesty s Government m 
the Kissi Chiefr, but it Is clear that the attitude of the French Government towards 

thorn must be determined by their own behaviour. 

As regards the withdrawal of British troops now occupying various points m 
Liberian territory, the French Government will l>e careful to give His Majoatvs 
Government due notice when the time cornea for carrying out tne provisions of the 
Agreement with Liberia. 


1 have, 


(Signed) 


REGINALD LIST ELL 


Ineloetire 1 in No. 164, 

Memorandum communicated by the French Ministry for Foreign Affair* to (hr British 

Embassy at Park. 

A LA date du 18 de ce mnis, l'Ambasaadeur do Sa Majesty Britanniquc Ir Faria a 
bien vouk runettre m Ddpartement dea Affaire* Etrangferes un uido-m&noito coulonant 
divert observation* et suggestions k prapoe du rtont Arrangement mtoi vcnu eu Ire 
la France et le Liberia pour k delimitation do la Fronts re V raiieo-LiWnennB. 


* + 


_ ddhut du document en question, IT eet fait allusion k un " Arrangement 

1 ruiNiinaire de 19(10 ; on croit devoir fairs tout dabonl observer tru'd n'ex isle dans 
fos archives du Gouvememout Francis miCtine trace dim ilocument do ce genre. A la 
hn do 1905 des convert*itione ont eu lieu outre deux foaotionttairea Frances et utie 
personnalite inllueiite an Liberia, maia depourvue du toute qualito offfofollo. Ces 
conversations ont oil un caractero easenticlkmcnt officieux et privd, et out pi'4$ente 
tout au plus Inspect fl'iin dohmige tfo vuee, maia non d'lm Arrangement. CTeot d'uilkura 
vn «"i8pirarit de$ iddes dmises it cu moment que la nouvelle frunti^re a ddtemifnde 
pftr rActe signiS eutra la France et le LEbdna In I ft Septemlire| courant, et dont le 
MinistJv tlfs Ailhlrea f 1 ^ trail go re* ost houfoux do pouveir dfes k pjtJscut conumuuqtier, 
titre arniudj Je toxta a ] Atnbassnilo d Atighiterrii, Jja Franco a’est idiatcniic de 
lociamcr le bjifiain du Maknna, et, Infssant nu Litj^na tints l&s affluents de rive gauche, a 
jnua couitm: 1 unite h* c<nir* itl erne do entte livlfere. A fin de pi dvertif toute difficult^ 


Fleuru Gavsdly et Ja ftivifere Nuonou k live droito cst adopt de comma fmuEfotv, 

Passiiiit enSbite h into ipieation qut concoi'na, non plus FArrangemeut Franco- 
Litah'ien, main lc-^ Iiinit&a entiv los possessions Fmnefosea los possessions Brituuniques 
ibins ces rdgJociM, exjirime Fespoir que fo Gouveruoment Franck strait 

diepoe^ ik entnmer dee ifogorktiohs a fin do "rajustor 1 ' la front iferr Franco- Angkise 
untro 1 amfokounda et le Mukoua ct sugg^fe ii.JiFiiut; futurrs liguu de ddmurcution II- 
cours de la llivifere Meli. Lie Ministre d.ea Affaires ^trangferes est tout <JiHp >*r it 
domondcT ;1 i'O [Jrtjpos l avis de son coll ague das Ooloiiiia, bion qii i pranuire vue 
adoption d un psn il tracd psrai^se devoir enfover rin>; p^aseanioTie hraucasses uti 
territoiit; plus cosiflitforable quo celui qui leur earait utlrilufo en compensation 
. Ln cetjin concertic les ( hulk de la region de Kk i, une note toute spdcinle eera 
prise de 1 intdrAt que leur tdmoigne le Goiivernemont Bntannique, mais il cat ditlinb" 
da flavoir to rnuintonant e il pent entrer dans lea v u vn dc M. fo Mfofotre dea Colonies 
de lus mainteiur ou de le« remplueer ; il eat Evident que de four attitude ddpendra celfo 
des autoritda Fran^aiyen k ur egard. 

Quant au retrait des irmipcs Anglais qui sont actuelJemcnt eoit k Wukdd, soit 
sunUutrefi points du turitoixe Libdrfon. fo Gouvememcnt Francis prendra un soil, 
tcmi partieulier davertir h toutes fins n tiles le Gouveniement Btitanfiiqua le moment 
veTtl b cefit-Aliire Clique ! Arnuigttiitiit Fraueo-Libdrjeii deviendra exifoutoire apros 
Vddianjgy des nitlficatiniis, r 

Paris, fe IiO Septet/ibre^ 1SJ07, 


Incloaure 2 in No. I6t-. 


b'rttnr^i tberutn ('invention, signed at Park, September 18, 1907. 


p ’ ■ - | m M I* 

S UtierniiHi. 1 , 189J, ■conclu on ns ce but flimt d une application ma tori el fo impossible* ont 

decide d un cornu un accord non rfo recourir pour I «toblfos€nnent de k frontiers k den 
ligiies ! heoi iques, fliais d urtlistu' dans 1a plus large niesure possible les lignes lo^po- 
gra|ihiii [lies nature! Jos lew plus, projires k nryveuir toutes enn tea tot ions possibles dans 
ravenir et Assurer de p-jrt ,-i d’nutiv uno doudtiatlon effective et ont cot effet designs 
pour fours Ffohijfttentiuire^ p^tir conolure uu An^mgement ;■_ 

fo J Gouvernement do fa Republiquo t raniraiisei: M. Gustave Bingtr, Lirecteur mi 
M > mi store des Colonies; M. Boulnng^-Rodtn, Ministre Plduipotentiaire Sous-Direeteur 
au Mi lusters des Affaires Etrangfereu. 

Le Gouvemcment de la Itopuhlique deLiMria : M. Freddric E. It, Johnson* Ministre 
des Affiuree Lt range res; M, J. P. Gromihelin* Charge d Affaires de la He pub! [que <fo 
Liberia & Paris. 

ARTICLE H 

|ja frioutikra FrwnpCeLibdiieiUie serai c const ii nee par:— 

„. r, *y o gftuoho do la llivienj Mulcrnm. dejsiis l entrdo de cetto riviere dans fo 

Sitira-Leone juequ'ii un point ri ddiapnoinur it oniurmi 5 ki|ojn, mi and fie Bofosso^ 










2. Utie %nc partant de ee demm* point _ et se dirigeant vers k- sud-eet cn kij^nt 
au Hard tea villages auivnnt* r Kautoumjq, Kissi-Kontoisriiftt, Sound(5bfjti M 
N'Zdbfla, Koiwnfl, 'Bniiguedou. et nllunt rejoindn uiio source dr la Rivifero Ntiou on 
dW de^eaaffltientait^rimnrr $ur place ah maximum i lO kiidm. au sud et. Am 
k voisinag© dr Lola. Dane cette section de frontier© 3c tracd 1 delimiter devrn euttr 
de B^raiier Ire vlllagaa d’une tribu, BOUH-tribu, on groupment, et utihwr autaat qw 
possible de* Ugnwi topograph] qties ufttundlce. telles qU© h court-; de nnateftu* el ue 

" Vlh ™ u Hve droit© de la Riviere Nuon jiiBqift sou confluent av*o le Carally 

4* Larir* dwitfl du Oftva% jusqn s ila XQ&* . : 

Pane k <S*a oft la Rivifere Neon na aeruit [►ms un affluent du Cavally, la rive drone 
du'Nuon no fonnerait 3a fmtfti&re que jusqu’imx environ* de lotilepku ; a hauteur ©t 
au' eud de Ja banlieue de M village k Iruntibre acrait traede entr© le Nuon fct Je 
CavuIIy dans la direction ff^rale dw pamllfele de ce pant, maw, de no |>ns 

Sparer lea villages dune inline tribu, sou^tribu, on groupment, el k utilises’ lea 
to^phique»b«turell«. *. parti r de Wrt W WX Ml. . de ee pvwlliie flvee k Rivifre 
CftVftily la fronlikre await ci.ii 9 lit«iie par In nve droite de la l.mfcre J U *|" 

la itier. 


ARTICLE II. 


Dans 1© but d’exaroer le long da la frontier© une police cfb«L<N3, lo Gouvwnement 
Libyan turner* robligfttkn d^Ublir un certain noraW de post™ qae 1« aulari 
Franoaises auront b ft cm ltd d’oocuper si lee roesmiroea dq Goiivernement Libernui no Im 
permattraieJit pas k co moment cWrutomr Im-mAme mi* gai'imson* L© nomhre el 
{’emplacement de ccs post® seront d^tormmdg adr place dun comimin nccori nc 
moment do r&bomement: 1’eflbetif de ohacun d eux ue ddpsserait pas quarante a 

C,U,| 'lT™t h enCdu cue It Oouvwnwient LtWrieu aviwira deux mow i IWnw l<* 
autoritde Francaises de *on intention d urasupr le ou ks pates, dont lL eat question 
ebdeHsua, et qua h. remise du ou deft \3oaUm aWecfaiCrfc dans les cmq jours qui suivronl 
iWivde dea forces dc police Libdnenne, 


ARTICLE III. 

La navigation aur lea c^urs d’CAU fennant la frontier© sarfi libra rt ouverle an t-mfie 
ct aux citoveiis ft [itotdg^s Fran^iis ainsi tni aux suji H -lH el citoycna IdbnnenS. 

Lu France aura le droit de take n tVais dans le couiti on flUr 1 hoc et l mure i ive 
dea riviferea cn question le* travaux qui ponrraient ^trr ndoeesaircft pour ea wndw 
navijnble* on cn om^wter b navigability, rcataiit toutefcis Aittandu que, rk ce rait, 
aucuue atteiute na sem portae mi droit dr Mouveruinotd uppartemot A h Ikpobliqne ile 
Liberia sur b rive cm'elle ooenpe. Dana le c*k oil lea tmvaux oxdcut^s dormerairnt 
l»u k rdtubliRKeiaent ae tuxes, QelIeiM)i seraient ddtermint^ j>fiT mie nouvelb ©nterite 
entre les deux Gouverpumenta, 

article iv, 

Le* clause® d© rArim|©mer.t d« 8 Dfeambre, 1892, sont lountenuw cn toutu lea 
dispositions qut no aont paa contisirec au p^aent Arrungciuenit. 

ARTICLE 


Les ratifications eeront debangdea avant lo l rF Mara* 1908. ^ ... 

Lea ojHlratioPis d^bornciretit aeront eidan^es cbn$ les trass iiiuib qm suivront 

r^ebange cn <pieStioB. 

Eii ibi de quoi, ks Boufaigiuis, cHbaent intt.©rises \i cel cffH. <"it rltessv b profitnl 
Arr.Litgomaht, qu ib out rovetu de lours cachets. 

Fait a Paris, en ikuble axemplairoi 1« 18 Soptombre, 19 ,! ^. 


(L.S.), (Slgr^) 

(L,$d 

(L B,) (Qignd) 

(L,&) (Signd) 


G. HIKGEIC 
A. 861ILANGJ5-BQB1N. 
F. I'h R. JOHNSOK, 

J. p. CROllM CLIN- 
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(33153] No. lfl5. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office*—(Received October 5.) 

SlL Doumintj Street, October 3, 1007. 

l AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of yom btler of 
the 27EI Aug List, and in transmit to you* fur ihe information of Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey, she accompanying copy of a despatch from the Governor of Sierra Leone, 
hi cloning correspofidence between Captain Murray and Major Lomax respecting the 
situation on the Liberian frontier. 

2, f Jim to observe that Captain Murray's action, as recorded in this despatch, 
appeals to have been taken before the receipt of the Secretary uf Stated telegram of 
the 2ud August* a copy of whicli was transmitted lo the Foreign Office iathe letter from 
this Department of the 3rd August. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) It. L. ANTIIOISUS. 


Inclosur© l in No. I6fi. 

Governor Pralign (a the Earl of Elgin. 

(ConfideatiaL) Government House, Freetorcn, jSierra Leone, 

My too* I3 t 1907. 

IN continuation ol my Confidential despatch of the 31st July, I have the hunour to 
inclose copy of coirespondencc between Captain Murray and Major Lomax. 

2. [ received your cablegram of the 3rd August, slating that the Liberian 
Government was being asked to junction steps being taken to compel Major Lomax to 
leave Konre Laltmi territory* and instructing in© to esplain to the Chiefs that the 
action of Major Ijoitibx was wholly disapproved of by ilis Majesty’s Govern me lit. 

3. On the 7th August a cablegram waa sent to you minting that Major Loinax and 
his troops had witlidrawn beyond the 25-mile limit, and that they were protected from 
the natives by the force under Captain Murray, Captain Murray formed* I think* a 
very correct judgment oi the situation, and took (he beat means lo prevent a general 
outbreak. lie brought dow n troops from Wdftde and stationed them to the north of 
Dodo, the town occupied by Mqjor Lomax, and, with hie own troops, moved to a point 
west el that town. 'Phis double movement prevented Major Lomax from doing further 
damage, and also made a pmiective fence between the latter ami th© natives. 

I he inclosed correspondence gives a dear and detailed account of th© situation, 
anti I beg to request that* should you consider that I am right in deeming Captain 
Murray s action praiseworthy, the conduct of that officer may be brought to the notaiu 
of the War Office. ' 

i have, &c. 

(Signed) L. PROBYN. 


rudosure 2 in No. 165. 

Lieutenant Gill to Captain MKi k rag r 

(Telegraphic.) j utj/ ^ } y i)T 

LOMAX’ troops attacked and burnt Nargo and Bam.burn, near Dest, noun yesterday- 
Private Saidu Mqfweh, present, stales Kissis olTcrcd no resistance. Two Kinds killed, 
and on© with two gun-shot wounds has arrived here in hummock. Am forwarding him 
Jhtru for treatment. British Frontiers fired on. Liberians reported returned Dodo* 
Awaiting instructions. 


[3 7TB] 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 165, 

Lirulcagni Gill to Captain Murray. 

Qir t Kanre Isihuti, July 2$, 1007- 

I HAVE the honour to confirm niy telegram to you of this date aa follows:— 

** Lomax' troops attacked and burnt Nargo and Banibaru, near flea, noon yesterday. 
Private Saidu MtifWeh, present, (dales Kisaia offered no resistance. Two Kissis kitted, 
and one with two gun-shot wounds has arrived here in hammock, 1 nm tori'!arding him 
Dant for treatment. British Frontiers tired on. Liberians reported returned Dodo. 
Awaiting instructions.' J 

I have also the honour In forward you the sworn statements of No. £640 Private 
Baidu Moi'weh end a KEssi. Bundoo, who were eyewitnesses of the affair 

The latter witness also in forms me that any Kisai meeting a Liberian is finked 
whether he sits down to Oandi or Fa Bund a, and, in the event of his answering ,L Fa 
Runda/ is almost invariably ill-treated, 

1 abo Iud (jsc letter handed me by Mr. Hughes, containing Major Lomax’ account 
account of the affair. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) It. UAKWAR GILL, Lieutenant, Gmufiandmp 41 D *’ 

Company, Sierra Leone Battalion, West 
African Frontier Force. 



Inctesure 4 in No. 165. 

Depositions of it Kiss i, Dundee, and Private Saida Mofweh i. 

BUNDOO, a Xissi living at Deonia, near to Kangoma, being duty sworn, states:— 

On She 27th July, 1907, I pm at Deoma, and I heard that four Liberian soldiers 
had been lo Bum barn and stolen a fowl, and, after making sonic palaver, had returned 
to Dodo. 

Next day a large force came and caught the three Headmen of Knngnma, and 
asked them why they had not sent men to build the Liberian barracks at l>odo. 
When they replied that they sat down to Fa Bunda and had received no orders from 
him, the Liberians tied them and sent them to Dodo. I was in Bam bam about noon, 
when a large body of Liberians fired on the town, and, meeting with no resistance, 
burnt it. They then passed on to Margo (or Largo), where they again fired on Ike 
town, killing two Kissis and .severely wounding a third. 

There was a British Frontier in the town, and 3 saw the Liberians fire two guns ml 
him. I heard the Frontier tell the Kisris not to figbi, but to report the matter to Fa 
B umia. The Liberia ns then burnt the town, and turned back towards Dodo. At 
neither town did the Ki&ds offer any armed resistance. 

Taken down by me a I. K afire Lahun on the £SBh July, 1007. 

(Signed) it. H Ail W A it GILL* Ldttttenant, Commanding "D 11 

Company, Sierra Leone Battalian 3 FlW 
African Frontier Force. 


No. 2640 Private Saidu Mofireh, *’D 1 ' Company, Sierra Leone Battalion, West 
African Frontier Force, being duly sworn, slates:— 

About noon on the £StU July, 10'i>7, J arrived at l>ea with mails for Wulade. On 
arriving at I ha, I heard sounds of hea vy firing on my right hand. \ went to *eo what 
it was about. In about balf-an-hour t arrived at « town of which I do not know Hu- 
name* ’The Liberians were attacking the town. I saw two Kissfc killed, and one 
severely wounded by bullets. I did not sec any Kissi fire at the Liberians, t went up 
and snitl in Mcndi to the Kiwis, “ DoiA fire ,' 1 Th«y replied that they would not fire 
without orders from. Fa Uimdji. Two Liberians fired at me, owl 1 laydown and called 
out in English, “ Cense lire/' Thu Liberians did not fire again, but burnt tho town* 
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The Kisisis, seeing that 1 wag a British Frontier, sent a man named Bundoo with me to 
report the affair to Fa Bunda. 

I then gave ruy letters to one of Tengbe's sons to carry to WuJode, and returned 
to Kan re Laban to report the matter. 

Taken down by me at Kanre Lahuu on the 29th July, 1907. 

(Signed) R. HAltVVAR GILL, Lieutenant, Commanding ** }}" 

Company , Sierra Leone Battalion t West 
African Frontier Force. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 165. 

Mr. Hughes to Captain Murray. 

District Commissioners Office, Kan re La/run, 
July 29, 1007. 

niL following is the copy of n report received from Major Lomax, of the Liberian 
Frontier Force :— 

“ I sent out a messenger to call in the people of two small towns near Kangama 
re Ktmoau-French frontier road, and the beggars Hogged the messenger most shameful tv ; 
^o I sent out again seven armed Frontiers, These, on approaching the place, were fired 
upon several times by ihe natives* in so much ho fbe Frontiers had lo tire. They burnt 
tlie fakirs and caught two of the ringleaders. I am reporting this to Government, and 
to find out ii the offenders, be dealt with here or sent to Monrovia. 

“ None of our men got hurt—all safe. 

“ I think the natives lost three men killed ; all of this I am reporting, a« these 
people must learn to respect the sovereignty of the Government or suffer for same. 

" J have learnt that there is some Chief at the bottom of this, putting it into the 
people not to obey Government orders, exciting them to fight, but it will go hard with 
any person found guilty of such, as It is treason punishable by death. 

l< I shall report the affray to Captain Murray* but have no envelopes j sent for same, 
which I am expecting this afternoon. 

lt l don't think it courtesy to send him an open letter. p, 

The letter containing above report came to baud at midday to-day, and was dated 
the 28Lh instant* 

(Signed) J, II* HUGHES, Collector of Customs, &tc> 


I![Closure fi in No. 165. 

Lieutenant Gill to Captain Murray. 

8ir ' [f ive , , JfflKre Lah air, August J* 1907* 

^ I HAV h the honour to report (hat, in compliance with your telegraphic instructions. 
I left Kanro LMiun at 6 - 40 p.sr. on the 30th ultimo find arrived at Uaa 310 a.si nn 
the 31st. 

I )i!id previously sent, aa ordered. & met&age to Officer Commanding WuUde. to send 
one officer and twenty men to Koindti. 

Ai daylight oti the 3|at 1 sent out unarmed native friendlier to one hour beyond 
liiirgo to report whether or not there were any Liberians in the district, and also sent 
out men to call in the Head men of Ruth, barn and Largo. 

At 11 Tfi a. st. I received a message from Chief Banja (or Banja), of Kangoma, 
to ask me lo go out there, as mosl of the inhabitants of the burnt towns were there and 
he wns too ill to come and see sue. 

Aa my friendlies reported the country clear of Li be rums* 1 took seven Frontiers, 
left Dca, and marched vift Largo and Hnmbarit to Kangoma, arriving there at 18 p.m. 

Largo and Burnham are each “ Fkiiis" of nine houses and are burnt to the ground. 
At the former place 1 oaw distinctly where tile two bodies bad lain* and was in funned 
that they had only been removed and buried that morning. 

Kangoma is a large town of 112 houses rather less than ■* mites south-soulIt-ca.-r. 
Irom ! b"i. It was surrounded by and hill of armed Ki^sis, In the central barrier aluuo 
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I counted fort? men wiili guns, and want mare u itb sword*, bflWfi* *nd spears. ! nij 
sav that alnmKt every "Ukal " I parsed bad aimed Kis^a in it, und 1 met many others 
on the roads. These Kisais were all quite friendly towards me, , 

Han^a was very glad to see uh and made the attached statement. I & 1&0 took tils, 
sworn evidence of Sar, an eyewitness of the attacks on Largo and Barn bam 

I left Kangoma at 2 12 p.m. and marched by the direct mute to Dea, arriving there 

About 4'30r.¥, Banda Bern, who Is managing the ehittdnm during the iltoess ot 
Banva, came in and told me that he was at Largo, when the Liberians came and said 
they had been sent to tie him and carry him to Dodo. He immediately ran away into 
the" bush and had been hiding there ever since. He asked lor l 1 rentiers to protect 
him, and I advised him to follow me to Kanre Lalnin nest day to lay his complaint and 
request before you. 

1 next received a report from Officer Commanding, Will rule, that he would be at 

Koihdu bv 8 l-.w, that day with twenty men. T 

As I could gain no more information at Den, I decided to return to K&nrc IjiIiuii 
next day, notified yon and Officer Commanding pout at Kotodu of my intention, and 
leit Den at 8 A.M.'mi the 1st August. 

On arriving at'Mano the Chief Sciva made the attached report to nte and liamled 
over the Liberian soldier whom he bad captured, I arrived at Kanre Lahun at 1 2o r.W, 
The sketch herewith was made without instruments and may be inaccurate as to 
bearings, but the distances are approximately correct. 

I ffiiP 

{Signed) ll HA IIW A Li GILL, Lieutenant, Command}*!! " D" 

Company> Sierra Leone fitrtliriui, West 
African Frontier Farce. 


Inclosure 7 in Km iGm 

Depositions of Esitjro, Chief of K/tnfjoma, avd others, 

BANYA, Chief of Kangnma and district, states:— 

Chiefs Gandi, nf Dodo, and Kankoid, of Hantiuru, sent the Liberia ns to fight in my 
country. They have burnt Bambaru and Largo, killing two men and wounding one, 
They say tbev are going to come bach and attack Kutigoma. it they do I .shall fight. 
They sav they will light ns, and will burn all our towns unless we cease to sit down to 

Fa Bunda and obey Gandi. , 

T did not see the attacks on Barafeara ami Largo Flic Liberians have tooted and 
stolen here to a groat extent. They stole a grin from one of my men three days ago. 

1 beg the British Government to send soldiers to support me and protect my towns. 

Taken down by me at Kaugoma ilac 31st July, 1007. 

{Signed) R, HARWAlt,- GILL, Liilitfliaiil, 

West African Frontier Force. 


Sar, n unlive of Bambavu, having been duly sworn, states:— 

On the 2$Lh July, 1007, four Liberian soldiers came to Burnham and stole a. chicken. 
When the Kissis tried to pull the fowl back one of the Liberians drew a knife and cut 
the man across the fingers. There was a struggle for the knife, and ilie Liberians 
struck us and wc struck hack. 

The Liberians then left Bnmbniu, and slept in Kmigoma. 

The next day l went from here to Bamb&ni mid Largo to get cloth to pull cry 
for my mother, who had died. A« Largo the Liberians caught my brother Bundo 
Gya, the King of Lar^o* flogged him, and stole bis gun, and said they would take him 
to Dodo, I threw my arms round my brother to prevent them taking Idm. :ind the 
Liberians then opened fire, killing Mat moo and Tungbe, and wounding Ghurmoy, We 
then all ran away, and (he Liberians burnt the town. There would be nearly 100 
Liberians, some with guns, others with uworda and clicks. Not a single Kissd ^ired at (ho 
Liberian a. 
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m t ct r» a 5 d 5r rnt ^^ 1 ] the inhabitant h«a 

HLd to the bush. They took Bundo Gyn with them as a prisoner to Dodo. 

Taken down by me at Knngomn on the Slat .Inly, 1007 

(Signed) Tt. HAltWAE fill A, titutenaxt, 

West African Frontier Force. 


Beiva, Chief of Mn.no, h laics :— 

fcrt J'(fflv f% no °" l* 0 Liberian soldiers came here and attempted to lie mr 
falher Bnndoo, They had no gam,, bet one or them had a word. ’ * 

l tried to catch them, but the one with the sword got away 
I captured the other, and now hand him over to job. 

instoad'of KaB 1 "nd* hrC!ltCn *° h "™ my t< ” F " un,el » 1 ait dnffn *» 

Token down by me nt Mono the 1st August, 191)7. 

(Signed) B. MAR WAR GILL, Lieolfltinf, 

West African Frontier Force, 



fnclosure 8 in No. 105. 


(Telegraphic.) Goreraor Pre&y„ to Ciylmn .Murray. 

„ , „ t« jour telegram, the Liberian Government have orteradLomait'to 

wf a rati' X! r s * 

h V s " in * l ?' ka Wmt Afri “" 

5^5 . , s>rs 

situation, to that yon may have twoanemfea, Keep me informed by telegraph, " 


Iractosure !) in No. 

Captain Murray to Major Lomax, 

u-iSB '"•*>-* *- 

. i*a2a55as Sr^3!ttr5£i^ssiJS=^&x , 5^ 

miscarried, you will Le well advised if Yfm . ,ru i ‘VV ■ J - y L . lH 

that jou havc hew so recalled, they boi/g officialLd direct from *'*" 

-lp * 3 - ., J ,!t J tb<5 ™ forc out that, Bboulil you, in the face of yo U i Goto mment'a 

British ,he ~ tlr,! * *> 

mtdejiip^ 

m 1003), I urn prepared \o take extreme m«MUr«s. ' JlXt! * 

KmclJy hand acfanowfcdgmetit of receipt of this letter to bearer. 

1 have, tfec. 

(Signed) L. MURRAY, Gtiptain t Commanding Sierra 

Leant Unit at ton, U ext African Fron tier 
Force „ 











Inclosnre 1<J in No. ISo, 


^ 10 Mm °*' m: so. ii)07. 

Blr ' L BEG l® inform you Umt on the 2Sth instant ft small sqtatl of Liberian PmnUOT 
.mfajsltSsf K issia, My FhntlM (•*■>•.£ the fro, wh.cli resu tod 
in the Kissin jfottlng the worses of the nffr«y. Should you like lo lm«c the details 
sh.ll he pleased to give them to yy , OJ|AX ^ 0 #«r Ck.-mH* 

' ® ’ Ljfrmnn Frontier Force, 


Indenture 11 in No, lfi5. 

Captain Murray to Sfnjor JjQTMX- 

/Cfittre Ijiihun^ August 1, 1&07- 

I BEG to acknowledge your letter of the S«l, July, reporting the affair on the 
2»t,h ‘“jjjot^ at your retry earliest convenience, although one ol my 

Aft£fS£‘ Sough InftSftquir, into the ease, the Frontier quoted 
above being a most reliable man, I am convinced that yoiir ho .ltein inve heeil e"S»S?^ 
in m attack against peaceful and unarmed n*t»^ «ld that m hlhng two they fire 

guilty of murder. Nargo are sell within the 25-roile radius. I must cati on you 

for . Ml e^lanatlu and rfqucst you .0 hand over for justice the nou-eomtutastoued 

omcor ^ rf t Wrf n KTSfT^anJydlu, 1 pointed out the Emit of 

JSritiab adhere of influent and so I con only presume, by agam entering it 

“ySSrti Jin Vp« defiance rf the «U V Agreement between the two 

Gorerninenta. miles inside thin same 25-uiite radius, and, acting m thu 

mtCTestH of youc Government and the British, 1 must reqoe&l you to make all arrange, 
mPT1 fu n]1 j] tA withdraw vovir troops with the utmost dispatch- . . 

7 From reliable information I am led to hdiuye that the last dastardly attack iy 
your troop* has at length atlnred the iong-euiTcring tribe* to action, and (bat large 

bodies are collecting up nml ” talking wa T . rhiof Tenphe’a town 

8, Please address all correspondence tor the present to 0^ Chl , c * , , , 

I trust to arrive in the neighbourhood of Dodo on or ftWl the 3rd instant, ly which 
time I hope to Kind your preparations for withdrawing complete, 

X have, &C . . 

fSlimed) if. MUHBAY, Captain, Commanding Sierra 

y L#m Battalion, Wert 4fncan Fritter 

Force, 


Ipelosum IS in No. 1(55, 

Major Lamar to Captain Murray, 

J August 1, 1207, 

8 "' l HAVE the honour to acknowledge tho receipt of your letter of this date, In 

reply 1 beg to nay— 

1 Thai vou Imve been misinformed ns to my iUUuAmg Nargcid Bain bun. 
The Kisiis at these two towns attacked my PmntierS, fired <m them three timea anil 
i-omiiktelv surrounded them ; the (mly inevitable was for toy hrentiers to retaliate. am 
as sorry for this regrettable event as if I were a Kissi, because it is my country and they 

are my mntrymtiu } ^ to Moiirovi ^ i do not deny the validity of 

vour Motion, hut L must coulee that t could not violate my former instructions until 
otherwise ordered by head-quarters, I may any this much, that it was intimated ti> «m 
,bjit 3 had been recalled home, but a subsequent despatch from his bicdlcncy fhe 


27y 


President showed differently, and tor my security I have dispatched a Court messenger 
vig Znay to bin Excellency to find out Ihe facts, but 1 IwirdSy think I could be recalled 
under the present circumstance* without an officer being neut to relievo me. 

A. Nothing could induce me to disobey the oyders of my Government either within 
or without the 90-mile British radius nor anywhere eke. Your term “rebel ** I think a 
little too fur pitched. 

4. With reference to my a L tacking unlives within ihe 35-mile radius, to say 
nothing of British subjects, It is something distant from my mind m plans. My mission 
in a peaceful out- hut notwithstanding, I will have my men fired upon by no one, and 
especially Liberian subject h, without retaliation, 1 think the Kissis dre the rebels, as 
you well know, and they mmt get the worst of it. British extreme measures are 
hardly needed for fin infant country or nation ns Liberia, and especially as wc are 
friendly, 

0. Now, I will give you the details of the whole thing; The Liberian Government 
inmt have a road from this frontier to ihe French, The importance of such a read as 
well^isthe benefits will not lie shared by Liberia alone. I sen! iiietfaenjrers to request 
nil Chief's and Sub-Chief's to meet me here (Dodo), This request was granted by all of 
the most important Chiefs. The Bub-Chief or some sort of a Headman of one or both 
oi these towns commanded Ids boys (men) to flog one of my messengers; Elds 
messenger returned to me beaten most si in met idly, j then sent out n squad, uuL [o 
light, but to find out why this messenger was flogged. The squad was fired upon three 
tunes without returning the fire. Upon entering the lo^n and funding out they had io 
%ht to get out or myc themselves they did bo. Would you nos have acted likewise? 
I never make attacks, but if attacked I must make a defence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) \V. D. LOMAX, 

Cy w m finding Liberian Frontier Force, 


Iticlosure 13 in No. 105. 

Captain Murray to Major Lomax, 

t August 1,1907. 

1 IJAYE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 3] si July, 11)07, 

2 Private Saida Mofwah, one td’mv Frontiers, wn* an eyewitness to the attack bv 
your soldiers on Bambaru and Nargo, He is a most reliable man, and his evidence, viz!, 
that your men shot amt mutilated unarmed Kissis, is borne out in full by natives who 
were also present, 

ft is hardly to be expected that your men, having run amok, would tell the 
truth. 

You admit having sent these men into territory at present wholly under British 
influence, and therefore have placed yourself in a grave position. Your only course 
wan to have applied to I be Officer Commanding West Africa Frontier Force at Kan re 
Laliun asking lum fo inquire into the matter, 

3. You ndmii having received orders of recall, but that these orders have been 
qualified by a second letter from his Excellency the President. 

A a my instructions are concise, I think it would be in the heat interests of both 
countries 'hat you forward me a copy nr extracts of the second letter, 

4. [ fear you Have already been wilfully disobeying the orders* of your Government* 
US r am aware that their aim iu to open up their country by peaceful methods. 

As mentioned in n>y letter of even date* at the present moment many tribes are on 
the point of rising, having (men driven lo this patch by yom misrule and ihe lawlessness 
ofyoot* soldiers, The toms “rebel" ia quite an appropriate term to apply to one who 
opposes the authority and best in tercels of lus Government. 

7. This you 1 1 nvc done, but whether in ignorance of (lie British 2^mile radius or 
iu open defiance of the Agreement between the countries I am not prepared to s&y. 
The term “extreme measures' was not applied towards your Government, but to 
yourself, should you |jorsist in attacking subjects within our sphere of influence! 

8. 1 hate long been ftwnre that a road such ns* you mention would be a great help 
towards opening up trade. The measures which you arc adopting to do this, however 
are little likely lo lead to .success. 

A 1 attach rough sketch fur your assistance, compiled from the latest and must 
reliable sources. By this you will see that Dodo i* wi ll within the British sphere 
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10, Iii the intercity of your Government 1 would ail vim you vacating this town and 
ustlitlruwing outside the lift-mile radium before the arrival of my men in the vieinitj of 
Dodo. Tie natives might l»c inclined to put n wrong interpretation on the pi(mmenfa 
of the two forces. 

11. it is esse ii tin 3 lor British troops to move at once into the neighbourhood of 
Oodo, Sandy al In, Kangitma, Ac., to preserve peace and order, ho seriou&ly disturbed 
hy you. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt iff this letter and .sketch hy bearer. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) L. MURRAY, Contain h (Jummantlintj Sierja 

italic But in Hon, West African from ter 
Force. 



Iuclo*mre 14 in No. 165, 

Major Lomax to Captain Murray. 

Sir, Avgust 1, 1907. 

INFORMATION reaches me that the natives in the 26-mite British radios are 
gathering or have gathered to attack several towns in this district, and finally Dodo, 

2, I understand from the tenor of your confidential that 1 was not to molest nor 
attack the natives within jour 20-mile rtdius; thha i assured you in my reply would 
not be done, 

6. 1 would therefore request of yon to caution the natives within the 25-miEc 
British radius to keep within their limits and to command them not to make any attacks 
on the towns or any town within this district. 

A . 1 think the officers pi need in command of the two districts are capable ofhand- 
ling any question that may arise, or reft-r them to our respective Government a, but 
cannot altoiv any dint urban c in the country. 

G. Please acknow ledge the receipt of tins letter. 

I have, jfcc. 

(Signed) IV. D. LOMAX, Major, 

Co m mandi n g Liberian. Frontier Force, 


fnclosuTO 15 in No. 165. 

Captain Murray to Major Lomax. 

fiir* Avgust 1, 1907, 

1 HAYE just received yours of even dole referring to the tribesmen rising. I am 
surprised that this information lut* taken So long to reach roll, as I, have been jol 
considerable pains during the lust thirty sis Ilnurs ;i> keep certain Chiefs quiet, 

The EsilVLAtimit \b. l lind, worst- than yon imagine and than mentioned in nn 
|K&ragraiph t, find tor this state of uffiurs ! hold you solely responsible. 

Again acting in the best interests of Iho two Governments, I intend marching out 
to-morrow to sec what can be done. Voil must, however, fully understand that my force 
will net entirely by itself, find that the ultimate strews* of my operations lien in your 
carrying out the request I have made in paragraph &, 

E will communicate with you to-morrow, mid will rlit-ri show you ilie mtip I mention 
in paragraph 7, and suggest In yon the district you should withdraw- to. 

1 will lignin warn you ibiil the people of several district*, so infuriated by the 
conduct of yourself and troops, are riring in force, and that only tact, and net bombast, 
can ware the whole country becoming enveloped in a serious rising, 

] have* Ae. 

(Sigurd) L MURRAY, Captain. Commanding Srgtrto 
Leone Bat tat to n* H r ifsf African frontier 
Force. 



toclremrc 16 in No. 166. 


Major Lorn err to Captain Murray. 

Sir, Dodo. August 1, 1007. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two despatches of ihia 

dflto, 

2, 1 think you form a wrong opinion of me to think ! would wilfully disobey the 
orders of my Government, as I am fully aware that onv intentions for opening the 
interior arc peaceful, as you truthfully remarked, 

3, Upon my honour, if Dodo, tu say nothing of Margo and R&iaham, are within the 
25-mile British radius* it is, a fact (hat 1 was absolutely ignorant of until the reception of 
your Confidential of the 30fch ultimo, 

4, T mentioned that it was hinted to me that 1 had been recalled* not that I 
received any orders to that effect. Through the kindness of n friend in Kanre Lahun, 
who had heard so himself, it was given to me, but my just having received a letter from 
his Excellency the President, the contents of which caused me to doubt what 1 had 
heard, I, for my own Bjuisfacfion, dispatched a messenger at once to Monrovia to find 
out the facts, Within receive extracts from his Excellency's last two letters, 

£„ The question of the British 25-mile radius to my knowledge was first discussed 
between Major Le Mevnrier mid myself at Kanrc Jjibun, and he kindly requested that E 
remove outside the limits of the 26, which I agreed to, and we agreed on Dodo or 
Kcinbehtalum, until J received orders to proceed on to the Franco-Liher 3 an frontier, 
my proper post if, however* you find that Dodo is within the Efi-ujile British radius, 
then of course 1 must withdraw, But the time you give is ho very short, Unless yon 
would be kind enough to assist me in the line of carriers. To move, I. need quite fifty 
carriers, and in your letter of the 1st August I understood that you would he along on 
the 3rd, but in your lost,received at lS'lG this night, you premise to be along to-morrow, 
end that you would let me have a look at the map referred to in paragraph 7 
of yours. 

6. i shall ho very glad lo meet you in person to-morrow. Your advice in 
paragraph ft of your second letter of the 1st August, a* to my withdrawing, ahidl be 
accepted. I understand, however, that you nil] meet me here; thin is more ad van- 
Ugeciiflj, n« J could hardly leave with such short notice unless E left my private as w dl 
an Government belongings. 

I hope our meeting in person to-morrow* and I give yon, or rather fully explain 
my self, that you Kill have a more favourable opinion of me [.vaV], 

Thanks for information of native* rising, 

I have, &«. 

(Signed) Mb D, LOMAX, Major, 

Commanding Liberian Frontier Farce. 


Iiiclosure 17 in No. 305. 

Extract* from t.rttrrs. received tty Major Lomax. 

. . , ► goes up by liiis steamer to take the supplier you nnEicd for some time ngn. 
i do not know if they will he passed, but if not they will he brought back, and must go 
up by cam vat», , , + . 

■ ... 1 nm run king tin ftirungenu-nt ^cj ibait the Frontier Force can gel am 
allowance of f» cents per day, ns 1 wrote you before, for food, .... I shall fix matters; 
whh .... t also , . , . When yon goto ihc . . . ironiier, shall wesoaitl to yon via 

the 11 B " rend or await your advice? 1 wnukj like yuti tu go ns soon ais posable, , . . , 
Seai.fi all unruly men home. . . , „ If you want move men from here, ft fresh supply can 
be acm without trouble. 

The other I have not sent extracts j you can reaid some [Knits fbfry ourself.—\Y. D, I,. 
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Inuloftunc IB ia No. 1H?>. 

C« P <«m Murray to Major Urn**- Bum ></*!«?}. 
^7 HAVE arrived at few* 

intentions. I h*ve ™.mol, however, keep these troopo to 

si ^rJSsttS h r ;*■* 

r^lirtoKauLSofanV^tWrawTo troops, 1 « J«> *W J* wi " t”*** 

™ f “™- , - m , under Lieutenant Murphy at Knngama alone 

r rhc presence ol my troops . _ oa \\ y latest reports show 

prevented an outbreak that won 111 alone They have cooked the war in 

loosens and 000 men at and aho.it Knpgwna alone. <*1 

SS^^-hSSSTS-V. I - prepared to ansnev for the behaviour of 

tl,e "lf ? ™ S 27 SS% te happy >o «eet yon here,but uo interview eau change 

my decision, which i» l MURRAY, Cfofiwm* OsmrPffiiA’nj Bitrro 

(Signed) . ^ ^ Battalion, Went African Frontier 

Foj'ffa 


Inclosurc 1ft in No* 1(55. 

Captain Murray to Qdooraor Praiyn. 

i ™««s t.. *-.» -* -[“sactssuf tssrsst 

against hitn. Am lusiBlLug Natives thoroughly roused agstoat 

Srantoe thnl his force«iII not b"cel up. 1™”'3g item, so &* sue- 

M> ■“ eorrespomUeee on this snbjeet for your 

amval^ | lftB |j Mn iaforTncdr 


lncUwure 2ft in No, 165* 

Captain Murray ta Officer Cammandiay Detachment. Kangama. 

[Undated. \ 

I HAVE arnved *5 

52^^25^^’^ £» and dun', let either him or his .roops near 
the town. (Signed) L. MURRAY, Captain, 

Inclosure 21 in No. 165* 

Xtnjor Lomax to Captain Murray. 

QmmuMMr’* Office. interior OepartmeiH [uadejed]. 

I HAVE received yomnote 'ofTlricndlj nation from an 

interest yon have mamf«^ed ra proWotraB ™‘ y ,, , ^ lnd s nch few 

st, i SfSt sat Stx W ■ * •' >- >—«r 




kind act in i he way of furnishing me some carriers ? I shall get some from thin Chief, 
and i think the ether Chiefs could spare some if you so ordered. TTod t the carriers I 
wonid bo gone to-morrow- this is the only stumbling-block, and 1 would ho very 
thankful if you would assist me in removing It. May L inquire of you wltftt ia thV 
iMJimum limn you will be kind enough to wait on me ? I will get as many carriers as 
I can this iiftcrnocin, and continue moving my kit in the morning* f would like very 
much to see you, hut under the circumstance* have to now be busy getting up earners. 
I shall send to the Chief of Yandabtm for a few : l hope this will not be vexing to von. 
Should ! be successful in getting my kit off by Sunday, T shall run down to say good-bye 
and take a whiskey and soda, as I stand in need of one. 

Chase let me have your favourable consideration, seeing the situation, and knowing 
the very short notice yourself. 

Thanks again, 

(Signed) W, TX LOMAX, Major. 

Dispatched 32 noon. 

I tyive sent a messenger for reply* 

W, IK L. 


Tadoguju 22 in No, lfJ5. 


Major Lomax to Captain Murray. 


A 

death. 


CdmmitmTitT't Office, Inf trior Department, 

Awjitst ], 1 D 07 , 

M AN to-dny in the guard-room struck another with a club which caused his 
Shall give you particular^ to-morrow. 

Yours, itc, 

(Signed) W. I). LOMAX 


Inclosurc 2ft in No. 105, 

CfppfGm Murray to Major Lomax, 

Major Lomax. Gurttuny, August 2, 1007. 

YOUR letter of even date to bond. You are acting in the only way possible 
under the dreum stances, and I will nee that carriers ere furnished, \ will keep my men 
in position until Sunday midday, and will ace that yon arc in uo way molested, 

I would advise you going to Vaiiun, as the fed mg your soldiers have aroused in this 
district is very Acute, 

l do not now advise you coming in to see me, as Chiefs, with their following, arc 
constantly coming in, and 1 do not wish it to he thought that you are withdrawing, 
otherwise than by your own freewill; tor this reason abo j thought it belter not to 
march to Dodo. 

I send herewith twelve carriers, and will continue to Mend more as they come in* 

I must inform you, for ymtr guidance, that all the Chiefs have hecn told by me that 
1 ft m only interfering in this matter as it started inside British Sphere, but "that they 
must still look upon the Liberian Government as llieir bead, and that our influence was 
was only of a temporary nature, 

(Signed) L MURRAY, Captain, Commanding Sierra 
Leone Battalion r fVest African Frontier 
Force, 


Itiolosune 21 in No* Ilki, 


Major Lomax to Caplan i Murray, 

Dear Captain Murray, Dodo, August 3, 1307. 

THR Chief has not a carrier on the spot as yet, and it is a-quarter to ft. My kit, 
however, is a little more than I expected. If any move carriers, will be glad to bare 
them. I send 7s. Cau you spare me two bottles whiskey f 
Good morning. 


(Signed) 


M, D* LOMAX. 










Indusurc 35 in No. 106. 

Captain. Murray to Major Lwmar, 


,, . " r F v ' •' IVnSited.} 

‘ * J °FA BUN DA complains that you have bis wife Te^e, whom you toot from hnnte 
Lahun Ml ynu nay if this is true ? and, it so, must esk you to reluru the woman here 

hefom yu^lifare. ^ ^ ^ prisonm from Kawf’Mtin, or from any other towns in »ur 

sphere,^pleaw^k«o of whiskey t but this you are welcome to. E return your 

m ° n ? ^nlend eu nil ¥ camera 1 can. hui would advise you to use your soldier* taihe r 
than delay, 1 am relying that you will be having Dod^bywon -'"^TOHAY. 


[33154] No - im 

Colonial Ojficc to Foreign O^fw .—October 5.) 

TilK Uuder-SeoreUry of State for the Colonies presents bin compliments to iho 
D^rWur/rfsSr FMp ABalra, «„d bd£ct*« S y ib. 8«retoy jf 
to transmit, for the information of Secretary Hu bdward Grey, wiUi r^fcrence t'.M u 
letter from the Foreign Department of the 30th August, a copy of a despatch from 
Governor Probyn to the Eari of Klgin on the subject ot the action of Major Lomax on 
the Liberian frontier, 

/framing Street, October 1, 1E>07, 


IncloMiLc 1 in No. 100, 


Gapennrf Rrobyn (o the Karl of Elgin. 

(OhUmM.) e»«r***"» pwfe iVwloWJ. S,Vr« toM. 

ii i I 10. 1001. 

" y IN continuation of ray Confidential despatch of the 13th August, resting the 
withdrawal of Major Umax and ihe Liberian troops from the *>tmte ^one, raid cm tlm 
temporary control of the Sierra Leone frontier Force, I lmve the honour to niclnae copy 
of wrmpotidentfC between Captain Mur my and Major IfOinax anbeequent to he latter a 
Jfthdrawil. The effect of Major Lumas action beyond the W-mile limit doc h no 
dlrtctb affect the Sierra E^errae Government, D ^'ill lie seen, from the underlined 
portion of paragraph 2 of Majur Lomax undated letter to Captain Murray, that i is 
Li improhnhle that fresh difficulties will ncise in con$eqimw oi Aliy orLorasx bun 
only trauafoned ton district adjacent to the 3'3-mile hunt instead *i being roonllcd to 

Monrovia. ^ Ccmfi(kfltkl ^^td, of the 13th August, forwarding corrtspoiidenco 
between Captain Murray and Major Limms, i purposely refrained Irom emiimen mg *u 
the actions of the latter. In my Confidential despatch of the lolh August, ruhiUn^Lo 
the proposed alteration in the brametary, 1 relrained from commonUng upon Mu|or 
Lomax, *ave in ho far ns was necessary to explain that lus presence in Kanre Libim Iia* 
made it very difficult for Chief Fa Bttiula to have mm-h iaitli its the good ilk ten L ions m 
the Liberian Government, 'Hie additional corronpoiideiice now indeed makes u, 
however, necessary forme to report, for your information, upon the actions of Major 
Lomas and upon the nature of the military lorcc under iiu command 

5 Much information with respect to Major Loituk is ohunliable Irmn Ihctotri- 
KUondence indued in my Confidential despatch of the 13th August, I mclose copy oi ti 
statement, i.ntmi the 5th August, nude before Captain Murray by one of Major Lornny 
snidier'? I inclose copy of nuteH taken of the public statement made lay < hid lit 
Bumla sit Kamo Uhtta, a»<1 also a copy of a statement made on the 3ih August by the 
pm amount Chief Kutubu and bin clerk befure Mr, Bowden, ilte Assistant District 
Commissioner. As Lb*? edgni Eteance ol runny of the facts recorded in these docamenta 
enu only be understood with the aid of Joed knowledge, i propose making such 
comment!* oil each document ns seem necessary to complete the mformatmn now 
being furnished to you. 
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4. Statement fry Chief Fa Bund a at flte Public Meeting.— Chief Fa BtmdAa object 
in making this statement- in public was to prove to the principal men that, in support 
the Liberian Government and in totif&ting Major Umax, he was acting, aa it were" 
under compulsion, owing to Ins promise to me to act loyally lo the Liberian Govern - 
mmil ; he also aimed at showing that, m Paramount Chief, he was not roaponsibio for 
the disturbed state of his conn try, and that the unreal and the threatened attack on Major 
Lomas were conditions which he could not control, owing to h» nmverns Paramount 
t nief having been systematically weakened by Major Lnm&x. 

The welfare of Hie women in r Chiefs compound is regarded by an African Chief 
“ of importance s in this respect, the Chid is like any other honest man, 

Luro|»an or otherwise. That part of Chief Fa Bunda’s atatemciH which relates to 
Mftjcr T^miax breaking into Lite Chiefs compound nnd to the maltresimcnt of the 
womeu n ft » marked by Chief Fa Buoda, however, not bo much because of I lie 
mi mom illy, but chiefly because, according to native custom, a Chiefs compound can 
only be entered ^witli dciercnce> and in accordance with prescribed usages, and, 
consequently. Major Lomaa 1 action materially tended to break Chief Fa Runda’n iiower 
aa ram mount Chief, 

Nearly all the statements made by Chief Fa Buntta were made with the same 
purpose, and show that Major Lomax, From tlie Eirat, did nil in his power i<> Ewcuk Chic!' 
I 1 a I hinds h authority, and that his reason for aeling in this manner was because lie had 
learnt From Sub-Chief (irtiidi thrst Fa Bunda faromed the British Government, 

1 1 may I preaumc* b« regarded as n matter of certainty that President Barclay 
gave M.ijor Lmtimv stringent iustriicti'iFis that he was to ad in u conciliatory manner in 
Kan re Laliun; if lliia be so, Major Lorn ax deliberately disobeyed the orders nf tlie 
rcKidcnt, Lvcn if no npdeinl'insfrueliona were given by President Barclay, tine poliev 
udopted by Major Lrmuijt shons that he is ihe type of man who is certain to bring about 
trouble in hia attempt to govern native tribes. 

'fbe notes are necessarily meagre, nml give no real idea of the effect which Fa 
1 umfa-s public statement made at ihe time; the effect can be heA gauged by reading 
t K 1 Memorandum signed by Mr. Braham and myself, which is inclosed in irn Confidential 
despatch of the f^th August, Mr. Hughey Captain Murray, and those present at the 
meeting, fait that !■& Bunda, iittle by little, tm folded tbc story of the tragedy; ioyaitv ti» 
a proniiEQ given, patience* and fortitude were shown to have been practiced by the 

l JJ1 " fllt Lhu-'F, 1 be statement shows how far the Christian carried out the precopta nf 
his religion. r 1 

ft. Saitr.went bg Chief Kutubu, —As can be kai’iit from Dr. M iiswidl, wrbp is now :ii 
home on leave* this h one of the best Chiefs in the Protectors!e. From tliu statemeni 
ii w[ l lie seen 4lint Major Lumas' actions wen) sucli that 3’b Bunda has goaded info 
attempts at coin milling auieide. 

. atatetnont by Allen, the clerk to the Chief, s* of importance, ns it show's that 
. Iuptr Lomax coriE rived to make l ire people think (hot the Liberian ficivvrniuent was not 
strict as regards riai-cry. 

G. Statement by o?rr ff f Mq/or Loman’ Saidicre .—This statement explains the cause 
id many ol tlic cumplainta against Major Lomax ami bis men. If ihe statement is 
untrue, Majoi Lomax 13 icsponsiblc tor all (lie looting that Liis taken place ; if the 
state men l )i true, Mgjor liOiiijix cannot uiih justice be held renpunsi We, and u.c hlamo 
aftselies to (be Liberian Govemnient, and to ihoua u im advised I lie President 1 » send 
\tajor Lomax with soldiers to K&mre Jjitum. I Jiav« already referred tu the prabn- 
hility that Major Lomex received infltructiona to act in a concilia ton manner ut Kanre 
i iU fj* + ^ Major J-oinax received no such inatrudious, conridemble blame attaches to 
ibo MMtivc iit Monrovia, f In these two points, therefore, it. L uncertain whether 
hlaiuc attache* iu Major Lomax or to the FxetiUive nt Mrmrovf ?lj In c |jher ease, it ia 
ohvii us iliaL she presence of a Liberian officer with Liberian troops in the vicifUiv of 
the 26-miEe limit is ceitain 10 mult in difficultios. I understaml that Major Lomax 
was select id lor the post he occupies because it was considered thm he was pre-emincml v 
ihe best qualified fur the pusmion, find that Mmh was also the view of those influential in 
the Liberia ei Development Company, An inevitable iu fere nee is that the natives of the 
interior will be subjected to unspeakable miaery in tlie ftuurc, 

7^ CorreepondeRce between ibjptain Murray find Xtojor Lomitr. -The trouble witfi 
which Captain Murray lunj to deal aioav from ihe burning by Liberian troops of Luo 
sit) hi rate townR, vi;;.., Itamberu and Largo. .Mnjor Lomax' rwoldiuilirm is riven in the 
tetter from Mr. Hughes, dated the £9lh Ju y, to LlraOffiuu r Cniiiimindtag nt Kanre Uliun. 
.Mr. Hughes' Idler incloses ji Jtepurt from Major Lamas, in whidi the latter explains 
vby I lie towns were burnt. The explanation i* in ilircet con diet aitli the bilVirnuitioo 
[1 * 7Ji ] 3 B 









■Ill 


m 


received by Captwui Murray* and also with the statement made by Chiaf Fa Banda on 

the subject . t 

There t>eema tin doubt ah lo which of three two conflicting atones is the incorrect 
one. This version given bj Major Lomax fteemft to me to he incorrect lor a yctj simple 
reason, In his report, Major Lomax states that be sent out one mereengar to cal] in 
the people of the two towny, and that ** the beggars flogged the mesaen-cr moet shamc- 
fnlhr/ 1 As.'-utoing that the messenger waft flogged in one town, it is a matter ot absolute 
certainty that lie would, have returned to Major Lomax without attewjuing to carry the 
In!tors message to the second town, and, consequently, ibis second town would not have 
the opportunity to commit the alleged offence. 

In the Report Major Lomax slates that some Chief is responsible lor the conduct 
of the two towns by *' exciting them to fight, hut it will go hard with any persons found 
guilty of such, as it is Iren son punishable by death." The allusion, of course, is to Chief 
Fa liundn, and tins supports the statement at Hie end of my Confidential despatch of the 
15th August, that, but f^r the presence of the Frontier Force at Kaiirc Ijahun, Chief 
Fa Honda would now be nt Monroe ta under charge of treason. 

It will be seen from paragraph o of Major Lomax' letter {undated), in reply to 
Captain Murray's letter of the lat August, that Major Lomax knew that Ins messenger 
had been flogged only on one occasion. He states that £ ' the Sub-Chief,, or some sort cu 
Headman of one or Imth of three towns commanded his boys to Hog one of my messen* 
gerg," This is a direct ad minion tliat one ot the towoa burnt was not in default. llii^ 
letter also makes it uncertain whether Major Lomax or the President is respmwble for 
the continued presence within the 25-mile zone ol the tormer alter His Majesty s 
Government had been informed that Major Lomax had been removed. On this latter 
point* Major Lomax’ letter of ihe 1st August nhould also be read. 

In Major Lomax 1 letter dispatched *t 12 r.M., presumably on the 31at .Toly (frith 
Idler from the cud of the correspondence), Major Lomas thanks Captain Murray for 
41 protecting an ofh-cer oi a friendly notion from at tack. Aft pointed out by Captain 
Murray, the natives commerced preparations for war solely because ol the suffering they 
bad endured from Major I/HP ax and bis men. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) L FllOBYN. 


Inclosuru 2 in No. 160* 

Jlfffjor Lomas to Captain Murray, 

gj r Bandi [Undated.] 

INFORMATION reachre me that Chiefs within your 25-mile radius are interfering 
with some Chiefs outside of this limit. 1 request that you point out to the Paramount 
Chiefs of vour district the inadvisability of interfering •■, Uh mine. Some, or I may *ay 
two, of the Chiefs in my district, that is to say, outside your radius, report to me that 
they were summoned to iCunre Lublin by t.'liiei Fa hunda, II this is in your knowledge 
I cannot Ray, but I have pointed out to said Chiefs that anybody having any claims again at 
them must present them here and not at Kanru Lab no, that place being under British 
influence, as I understand from you. 

2. As much of my supplies at present comes from Balima, l am compelled to send 
mease ngera or men down on business, carrying or receiving mails, Ac, ft has been 
reported to me that a law has been passed, chiefly by Fa Bunda, to tfi-e etFcct lhat tao 
Liberian service man is allowed to sleep in any ol his towns. I dont know- it you have 
ary knowledge of this. I may nay, however, that I am reporting same to Government, 
and hare also determined fa report any mob. ujt made on any of my men by natives so 
long an such natives are wiihiu (he limits of this Republic. 1 think my withdrawal from 
flodo has been somewhat injurious to Use prestige ol my country* and tbal I have acted 
loo hasty. Should the natives continue their brag and the Liberian citizen continue to 
be isolated in his own country I may lake other steps. 

3. You promised to look out for and protect our property. Nov, I have three 
cows ami one large bull at Yandahun which l requested to be sent to Vahun. These 
poet beasts have been standing in ropes with no food since I left, Could 1 reqnent ol 
you to use vour influence, or order these beasts to be taken to Lahun/ I will boar the 
expense* of the conveyance. 

■t. Tf the natives do not understand that l was compelled m an officer and d listen 
to respect any Agreement made by my Government and yourn, and that only in 
consequence ot said Agreement is why the Liberia ns withdrew, \ think such should be 
esplained to them. Chief Gandi contracted with the Liberian Government to furnish 


us £00 bushels of rice (clean). Of this he buy furnished SO bushels, and* he still dun us 
120 bushels [ytc]. Will you see for lift that it is not lost? He has farms enough to 
supply four times that quantity, and you would be greatly agisting us to nee that this 
is not lost* 

I have, Slc, 

(Signed) W. D, LOMAS. Major, 

Commanding lAberiati frontier Force. 

Indosure 3 in No, 166. 

Major Lomax to Captain Murray. 

Commissioner’s Office^ Interior Department s Kamatahun, 
Bandi, August 5, 1007. 

HEREWITH I return carriers in charge of your two Frontiers. 

Any person claiming to he in this service found loafing about your district you can 
deal with said person us yon like - t a& all persons in, this service who may be sent to 
Knnre LahuB, or any other place nn business, or io moke some purchases, Sac. t must have 
a |Kftfts. and any found without n patm 1 cannot fie responsible for. Many thanks for 

E our assist Alice, I have treated your Frontiers as best E could, nnd am sending them 
aek to you. Many of my party arc stilt behind. Could not hold out yesterday, even 
my horse broke down in climbing the Jaegaet* Mountain. E left him, and with a few 
others reached this point 5’6 p.m. There arc quite ten hills between Dodo and here* 

(Signed) W. t>. LOMAX. 

Inclosuro % in No, 160, 

Cop tain Murray to Major Lomax, 

SlT| ^ Kanre Laban, August 13, 1U07. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter* (u) from Kama tab nn 
of the 5th August* 1907, find from Band! of no date. 

In the former 1 note instruct Sour with reference to men of your force found within 
the Hrilrsli 23-mile radius without a pan. 

The statement you make in the latter wilt receive my immediate attention. 
Chief Fa Bunda haa been specialty warned net to interfere in any way with Chiefs or 
people outside the 25-mile radius, 

2. No such law has or wilt be puHssed. Vour nin.il runners and messengers, if 
provided by passes, will receive 1 lie same treatment as out own, provided they behave 
themselves. Should they fail to do so I shall withdraw the privilege of allowing them 
to enter our radius. 

3. E tint,' with interest ^liat yon say with reference to assaults. You evidently do 
not thoroughly grasp the shunt ion. The British arc quite aide to govern that portion 
of country loaned to them by she Liberian Government. Any complaints against 
subjects inside l hi* country must lie heard and settled by me or by the officer acting for 
me at the lime. I must thereto™ request you* tn the eveni of any such cases arising, 
to refrain from taking the matter into your own hands, as I understand from your letter 
you intend doing. 

Should yon persist in disregarding this request and lead or send armed parties 
inside the 25-milc radios, I must warn you that, in all the heat interests of the Liberian 
Government, such party or parties will he immediately arrested and disarmed. 

A. The quest ion ot ynur cattle will be gone into thoroughly* ami you can rely on 
justice being done yon. 

5. Every opportunity lias been taken to luUy explain the situation to tha Chiefs 
and people, and I believe it ia generally known that the British only held the country an 
a temporary measure, 

I am afiuid I cannot help yon in the mat U r of collecting rice from Chief Gandr, 
aft the contract you mention was made with one of the Sub-Chiefs of Fa Bunda, without 
his knowledge or that of the British Government, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. MU KILLY, Captain r Commanding Sierra 

Leant 1 Battalion, iYesi African Frontier 
Force, 
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Iuc1o»upo 5 in No. lbt>. 

/ulnutfoiu for Officot i» Command of “ A " Coo,^, procaodinj .» 

Spttaf Utfiy to Aenra Lenten, 

YOU *111 proved by route march, alaUicf a» reou a» you arc ready, deeping at 

Pcdemlm and arriving Kai.rc Uhuu (c-morro* the 13 h matao ,, ..p,. 

s Vot ir detachment will he under the command of Officer Lominaiuiiii '■ 
Company .Til bftaW. ivfetal «° («*** ynu at liberty to carry oat any trmn.ng 

y * U Tukatcrlnt Patterson wiB make you acquainted with the Misting state of affaire 

""t ^Jb^SCES' iX an unarmed party of recruits posted to 

^ D” Company, (BifcTlcrll L. MURRAY, Captain, Gommwdwtj Siena 

Leone Battalion, West African Frontier 
Force. 


Inclosur* 0 in No. 1(56, 

Slahnurul morfr la me h oar of Major IW »W kn. «««*«;» ,hf act af Lwii ^' " 
Kanre LcAun, ihts uth day of Augvtlt LJUT+ 

[ AM 4 native of the lUndi country find have been with Wurri (M^or 
ftbout rix months Be promised to pay me ft. per month, but has never done so. 

“ Wurri (Major Lomax) haft two kinds of men, armed and unarmed. 1 belong lo the 
unarmed He hftfl about forty aimed ami about sixty unarmed, 

The urmeJ men are paid' Ms. raettlltly, via., H to the mothers m Monro,., and Ife. 

in ^Th^rmeoX 1 - . Httla rice, hut not enough to supply their want*; the 

“XihTc ^'.a r Z™ed men have been told that they can go on patrol 

* b *X 2S patrol ^thi,* dS^.n°cou S i.ts rf two -reed men and four unarm,I. 

Wurri (Major Umax) at Uin present time pay* the armed me tt. [«( month, ami 

the unarmed, who he uses is carriers, 10,. <m reiurtiing from hr.ngmg oad, up from 

MOn Tbl*iueu I spoke of before as receiving 80*. monthly were the men Worn used to 
have from Monrovia. 

Taken down by me this fth day of August, 1907, at Kanre I^hun 

J fSLcrnfld') L. MURRAY, Oiptatn, Commanding %w, - 

^ n ; Leone Battalion, H r Mf 4/Wcijn Frcwiiffr 

Force. 


Incto&uro 7 in No. 160. 
Notes. 


Summary af Proceedings of Meeting nt hamr Latin n. 

QUIRK PA liUNDA esidained that, in accordance with tho adnee given to him hy 
tbe tlovcrnor, and the promise he then made, lie was prepared to entertain the Liberians 
, . ll ir mrival nt Kanre Lahnn, but upon representations by . Susu trader, Major 
Lomas and bis men took his houses by force and drove out all his wives. He 
this to Licuieaani Gill, hut before doing so l.c made complaint to l.omas. »'>■. M*a»ti. 
refused lo make any reilrca. They remained in the town fur four days. Al the time 
ilicrcji vtits no Luropeati l,iIxtiaTi Customs officer. 



Lomax 1 soldiers plundered hh principal wife of her trinkets, &c.« who was obliged fc> 
J^co Irom the temn. 

L(jiiirx sent for heir anil hud connection with her; the soldiers ill-treated the other 
women for attempting to prevent them from taking advantage of the Chiefs wife. 

Chief Fa Bunda explained that he himself was struck by the soldiers. Lomax gave 
iho Chief Hr. as compensation for the Bolditnj having ill-treated the other women,, hut 
did not return the trinkets. Two days after this, the soldiers beat his sou (Bundqb) for 
remonstrating with them for walking about the town with a firebrand against the |au of 
the country, tiie boy was beaten. Lomax stated that lie fined the soldier with the fire¬ 
brand il. t of which 21. was compensation and 21. was fees for the Government, Lomax 
hoodwinked him (Fa Honda), as the money was never paid. 

Chief Fa Honda said that, in conseqtience of-looting by Lomax and his men, there 
were no fowls, ami but few sheep in the town. The soldiers said Jeopards took the aheep, 
hot (hie was not true, because the beads and ftkins showed that it was hoi the work of 
leopards, £ 

Gandi for ft tong time ]m&t hns been max ions that the Liberian Government should 
come here, VV hen Major Lomax came to fumre l.ahmi, Gandi came and gave him huliockt, 
rigc p and cloths, and told Major Lomax that oil the people were glad that the Liberians 
havk- come, and thnt they did not like Chief Fa Hunda because he was in favour of the 
English Government. Gandi was supported by all the Gandi Sub-Chiefs, hut the other 
Sub-Chiefs of the other districts did not agree with Gnndi, Major Lomax &aid ho 
would sett ted every iking before going my, 

WMe Major Lomax me in Kanre Lahun Gnudi frequently consuhed him in 
private although he wm lib* Sub-Chief, Major Lomax ignored his (Fa Bu ruins) pp^ltiun 
as Fa ramount Chief. 

The Stib-CJiiefs who ^ugjporlcd Gandi were:— 

1. Gandi of Dodo. 

2. Kongo neb of Sandy all u. 

3. Mandnw ah of YantLhun. 

4. Bonbone of Ouraung, 

5. lJambesa of Boabm 

Gaudij, encouraged by the support from Major Lomax, used lo mnck him (Fi BuiMa) 
in hifl own town ami in Lomax' presence. Lomax has lakoti one of hi^ wives named 
Tewoh. This was about two months ago. Major Jjotuns when be came here fon the 










exercised Ids inatraining influence as Chief. Chief Fa Bund* cipbintd that he and his 
Sab-Chief* blame the Governor for havinfi given them the adv.ee. The Govemor tbeo 
in I vised th»t another Irial *houl.l he given to the L.hen.ns, and P«»ted <>*t‘ h ^l‘.T 
au i te ftf0 fi£r to think that all the Liberum* were bud because Lomax .™ ““j 
showed thaf the Liberians would gif* redress always as they had done in taking off tlw 

duty on cattle. 


, Inoloeure 8 in Nb* 166* 

i- 

Statements fry Chief Kutubu and Moses Alien. 

DURING the rebellion of 1898 Chief Pa Bund* sided with ihe GovcTni.'.'nt but 
(be Gandi Chiefs acre diaconteated. chiefly because they knew that the Gorernmeat. w»h 
against alavery. F* Honda, however, was Mo strong, so (lint the whole eonnlry, wcliulmg 

the Gandi Chiefs, remained loyal to the Government, - j aont 

There w W actually a conspiracy against h'a Hunda at the time, and F * ■** 

to Major Blahency for help. The ringleaders were sent down to Pn»gUtDO,hu Sub- 
Chief Gandi made eubmiasion to Fa Humla and «** allowed to stop. I hfe is the 
origin of the Gandi faction being desirous that the country should go to Liberia 
The above is what I have hqcn told. 

When Major Lomax came he told the people that the Liberian Government did not 
forbid people having slaves. This made Major Lomax very popular with the Gan.il 
people, and even some of Chief Fa Bendas people became deflected. 

I kVBn present and heard the above* , 

Lomax blamed Fa Hunda for being friendly io the British Government 
Chief Fa Bun da, remembering hie promise to do hs best under the Liberian 
Government, gave Lomax an ivory and some cloth. 

The above I was told. 

(Wale.—The OiRccr Commanding West African Frontier Force's Report shows that 
a dOt tusk was given to Lomax.) 

Lomas asked Fa Bunds to sign the oath of allegiance to the Republic of Liberia. 
Fa Banda jjent to Chief Kutubu,of Ihmdcmbu, who in his nftphew, for advice jm u 
wSiat lie was to do. Chief Kutubu said thru thone thing* were never done, so bn Bunda 

never took the oath. 

I ktiow this because [ bus hi Kanre Ijihun at (he time. . , . 

About two months ago Lomax said be wanted carriers to go to Monrovia to bring 
hack guns and gunpowder, and also presents that be wanted to make to the Chiefs. a 
Bund a supplied nearly 100 labourers, but none ot these have come hack Lomas bun 
since that time sent naollier lot of labourers down to Monrovia, and this second lot lias 

n0t Tftcr Lanai aame t.. Kanre Uhun, Chief Fn HnnJn. by nrrmgcment, mot Chief 
Kutubu near the boundary of Chief Katubn’* chicfdnm. I was present with Cbic 
Kutubu. Chief Fa Bund* naked Kutubu for advice, lc *uid before Lomas came E 
mv ion and Allen down to ** tiie Governor to ,*y time I An not want to have the 
Liberian* in Kanre Uhun, because l have heard what treatment the Liberians give to 
their Clliefa, and the Governor said that I should sil down in KanreUbim until the 
Liberians came thdie and *ce what ireatment they will give me. Ibe governor said 
they were very good people, but mow they have come anil are dbtr»ting ine, giving mik: 
all kinds of trouble ; therefore, I should like to come auto English territory, i.e. r iliat 
part of bis cliicFdom which is in the Sierra Leone Protectorate. 

^ yp e explained to Kutubu the various ways in winch be and the kanre Lnlmn people 

have been ill-treated by Lomax. * _ « „ . . , 

Kujubu advised him to continue to live at Katire Laima, hut to make airangenumts 
for coming over, Kulubu mid : *' Riant your rice farms in the Protectorate ami move 
soroe of your people over, but you yourself should stop at Kanre Lahun* and if you 
think vour money is unsafe, you should hand it to the Frontier Othcer. I hief ha 
Bund* baa therefore planted his rice in the Protectorate and has sent some ot his 
people over. He gave his money cheat to Lieutenant Gill for* time, but has smee 
taken it back again, and 1 do not know where it is now. Chid ha Bunda 1ms built 
atiatiy houses in the Protectorate. Chief Fa Hunda told me this morning that, although 


he had given the Governor his promise to atop at Kanre Laban, be intended, if things 
went too bad, to come over into the Protectorate. 

(Signed) Iff* A. ALLEN, 

# Clerk and Confident to Chief Kutubu. 

Signed in my presence : 

(Signed) W* B, Bowhkn* 

Assistant District Commissioner. 

PendemhUj Avgust 8, 1907-. 


Chief Kutubu says that at Fa Bunda’s request he bos frequently helped him during 
ihe Lomax trouble. 

These were so bad At one time that Fa Bunda had to he prevented from committing 
suicide. 

(Signed in Arabic) KUTUBU, his x mark. 

Signed in niy presence : 

(Signed) W. D, Bowdbh, 

Assistant District Commissioner. 

Pendembu t August 8, 1907. 


[33134.1 ‘ No, 1G7, 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office .—{f&critrvd October 5.) 

Sir, Downing Street, October 4, 1007. 

I AM directed by the Karl of Elgin Lo request you to inform Secretary Sir 
Edward Grey that he has had under 3iig consideration the question of a readjustment 
of the boundary between Sierra Leone and Liberia with a view to preventing a recurrence 
of the frontier troubles with tho Kibsi tribes and putting an end to the present anomalous 
situation in the Kanre Lubun di&Lrict, 

2. The subject was discussed at a recent, meeting with President Barclay at this 
Office, and, eh a result, the inclosed drefi of a Memorandum baa been drawn up, 
embodying an arm ligament to which Lord Elgin ia prepared to agree, 

3. It is understood that the President is willing to lay the proposed arrangement 
before bia Legislature, and fiord Elgin would suggest that, if Sir Edward Grey concurs 
in the term* of din Memorandum, no time should bo lost in submitting it to die 
President, officially and ox pressing to him the hope of His .Majesty’s Government that 
an early understanding will be arrived at. 

L A large portion of thu Kanre Luhiin territory is already under British control 
and Lord Elgin dtn's noi consider it practicable to restrict the apliere of Brtdsb 
influence round Kanre Lalmn iri ilie manner suggested by President Barclay pending 
the settlement of Ihr bcmndarv. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R, L. ANTRO0US* 


Inelosnre in No. 1G7. 

b 

Draft Memorandum tcspecting proposed liendjustment of Boundary between Sierra Leone 

and Liberia, 

IT is proposed that the existing boundary should bo deElected eo as to include 
the whole of the territory of the Parnmomn Chief Fa Bunda of Kanre Latum. 'I’ho 
object of this projKJtial is lo prevent a recurrence of the frontier troubles with iho Kissi 
tribes, which are believed to have been entirely duu to the manner in which this 
territory is intersected by the present boundary The area which would be transferred 
to Sierra Leone is outlined in red 6n the annexed map according to the latest information. 
It includes only the territory to which Fa Btmiln baa 'a good claim For example, 
the Pkombri &nd Band! Chiefdoms, which, although they formed part of the territory 
of Kie Lundu h Fa Bunda f s predecessor, have baconic alienated from Fa Bunda, nre 
excluded. It is understood from information rn oivi d from Sierra Leone tliai theubglu 








ci die proponed new boundary is well ctoJined and in coiresponderiee with tribal 
division^ except die portion lying between the Moa River and die town of Goatpt 
which, in default of accurate information, has been drawn arbitrarily for the present 
and b subject to re vision after local investigation. 

Apart from tbo amugetnema proposed on (he llano River, which foftn the subject 
of a separate Memorandumi» Hifc Majesty's Government are prepared to grain tho 
Qovenmienl of Liberia equivalent territorial compensation for the Ksnre La h tin territory 
in the triangular area between tlie .Morru River and the existing boundary. This 
area is outlined in blue on the annexed imip. 

It is under^tooi 1 thru President Barclay is not in a position to agree to a readjust¬ 
ment of the boundary without consulting bin Legislature. He bus proposed, however, 
as, the basis of a modus mrendi pending a formal Battlement, that, an area within a 
radius of 5 miles round Knnrc I .alum should be subject to British control and that 
Fa Bunds should bo- recognized aa under British protection. llis Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment have considered this suggestion., but they are of opinion that it would not afford 
a satisfactory solution of the difficult it-a of the present situation. They are willing, 
however, that British control should lx? confined to the territory to which (as stated 
above) Fa Bundn has a good claim, and they will guarantee that, in the event of its 
being necoBsary for the Commission for the delimitation oF the Frmuiod .iberiim houndury 
to cross Fa Bunda’s territory, all facilities will be afforded For their passage. 


[33131] No, m 

Consul Wallis fc Sir fidward Grey.—(Received October 5.) 

(he. 4.) 

3iVji 117* Piccadilly, London, October 4, 1907, 

I HAVE the honour to report that the President of Liberia and party loft 
London yesterday for Liverpool, 

I saw his Excellency off at Boston station. He informed mo that he is being 
entertained in Liverpool by ftir Alfred .Tunes until he sails for Liberia on Saturday 
next. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) BHAITI!WAITE WALLIS. 


[32368] No. 169. 

Foreign Office *0 Colonial Office, 

SiTj Foreign Office^ October 10, 1007, 

3 AM directed by Secretary Sir E* Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th ultimo, respecting the navigation of the Mann River, and to 
transmit herewith, to bo laid before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, draft of 
a despatch that it is proposed to address to Captain Braithwaite Wallis, His MajeatC* 
Consul at Monrovia, In this connection. 

T he Earl or Elgin will observe that the hud three paragraphs of the draft despatch 
to Captain Wallis contain an additional provision, to the effect that llis Majesty* 
Government reserve the right of terminating this arrangement at the end of six 
months, This provision lias been embodied in the despatch to Captain in older 

Hint the Memorandum inclosed in your letter under reply* may, when handed to the 
Bros] deni of Liberia, be identical with the Memorandum that" was shown to him at 
this Office. 


I &m # At. 

(Signed) TV. LAN G LE Y. 
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Inc leisure in No* 109. 

Draft of Despatch to be communicated to Consul Wallis. 

Six 1 _ 

I f AN .l^rf l i y .%T*‘7 Bir * Gre * * tan B ™7u. 0 ^«’l,«^iU, cipfJr * 

lelli r fryin the Colonial Office, 1 ' n-cpeclihg n proponed arrangement with Hie Lilx-rinn 
GoTeTirnient.il regard to the navigation of I he llano Hirer. 

You null see that, tlio Memorandum wliicli is inelosed in the Colonial Office letter 

of that.Deparimont on the su^et li 

bWMMbmitted * President of Liberia, and meets, it is understood, with life 

."’'“rdtogly “•dress a note to Mis BioeUancv, submitting Hie 

Mi morn m] urn as containing the terms which life Majesty’s Government are nremred 
to agree to in regard to the future control of the Mono, and inn,™" . XEeTthe 
Llffirifin Government are prepared to accept them* 15 

,*f i£3 thllt “ lii Majesty’s Government much regroi that, they are 
.. hret instance, to offer th* Mrongement for n longer period than six 

of thoHcnubl T ''} T™ tO f h0pe thhi the % the Customs 

MTV ICO of the Repub K, which has now for some time past been in proffreHs U to lie 

extended* that u stricter control over the genera] Lances flTttoSSlS.S to 
be introduced, and that an efficient police force is to he created Such further 
reJoms would undoubtedly obviate the danger which must otherwise be guarded 
ngmnsL namely, that quantities of goods, after evading the Liberian customs’ duties 
wauhl he smuggled into Sierm I^ l]P across the Wo Elver ^ 

Majcs y s Government therefore, at the end of this period of six month,, perceive that 
the ireforms id question have cither actually been carried out, or that at™ J 
gofsl progress was (wing made m the direction of their being so thrr wouM h?h u 1 

ESC JiaT f “ whiflh ’«»•» «**w 

They must, however, in a,,y case nmke flU thtir reservM ; D tllc t of t) 

GtSStJS^jSSr* MtUa ' ly * n!ln1e ° r ° nI >‘ rirtuall J* W«« *i« 

In Hint event Ac arrangement would be considered as, .>*. facto, at an end, 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) 


[32996] }7Q + 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

the Secret a r v’of < Slnt 'r ^7]''i'T 5 - 1 ' 1! ‘ tirCy ,n herewith^tobe Inii^befote 

ffe mS C Ch^ ?T ° r, ‘ tl,at *»» tom received from 

“ 1 nm - f W"* ll “ "““«y 

Flcf - 1 J? ^ lU \ ^i r E . G «J proposes, subject to the concurrence of the Earl of 
Llgm, io express to the French Government the (hanks of llis Maj&tv’a Govttn men! 

Govcmmen^iriin 111 7 !J?T^ A ^ r< ^ m ‘ fir 5 ni '< 1 ^ s^U) that His Majesty V 
Govcrum^ i Ml he g ad to hear froin the French Government in due course £ regard 

f LK ’^ It ^ Cit y' s Government are interested^ name! Vl ’ the 

‘ he «»wum»w or 

Sir E. Grey propooea at the same tune to communicate to the French Government 

3allSfaSr^WAnSr 0 Tt^^ En JaX ! |SI " 1 ' Ci> W of Ulc PW$**dw of 

dthunuiion ot tho Anglo-Liberiaii frontier, 1903, and to explain that 11 is Mtie&fcvV 

r™dto"toSt B n??°?r n3 n ^ tbt ; 0ns wiMl tho Government for flight 

ri^idjustmeiit of frontier cm the hasin of natunil feature?. ® 

rhu Knrl of Elgin will observe that the French mde-m/tnoirc inciosrd mMr TinWni 

dvs|>ntoh includvs the stotommit that the IWh Goveri.mTr,, im^xurad to t^r 

reives both hunks of the Hirer Mafeoaa, instead of Hie Thalweg, merely in order to 


3 l> 
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N T (J . 105. 


f So. 10]. 












aToid difficultioa in policing the river. Hating regard to Hip importance to Sierra 
Leone of free access to Li hen ft by way of the Makona, Sir E. Grey would suggest, for 
Uh Lordship's conriderjition, that it would lie advisable, in settling the Franco-British 
frontier. to insert a stipulation recognising the right of British boats to free navigation 
■of the Makona River. 

I am, &c+ 

(Signed) W + LANGLEY. 


[34466] 


Sir 


No. 171. 

CofoftJffl 1 Office to Foreign Office ^[fleceiccd October IS.) 


/JoirrtiHj? Srifffj October 17, HH)7. 

IN reply in your letter of the 10th instant, I am directed by the Karl of Elgin to 
request you to inform Secretary Sir Edward Grey that he concurs in the fcvins of the 
ilraft despatch which it is proposal to address to His Majesty's Consul at Monrovia 
with regard to the proposed grant to the Liberian Government of facilities for the 

navigation of the Maoo River. ...... 

2. A copy of the correspondence which Bias passed on tins subject is being soot 

to the Governor of Sierra Leone for Ins information. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) 11. L. ANTROBUS. 


[34460] 


No 172. 

Foreign Office to Consul H it His. 


3ir, Foreign Office, October 00, ia07- 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith copy ol a 
letter from the Colonial Office/ respecting a proposed arrangement with the Ldjerian 
Government in regard to the navigation of the Mnno River. 

You will see that the Memorandum which is inclosed in the Colonial Office letter, 
and which embodies the proposals of that Department on the smbject, lias^already been 
submitted to the President of Liberia, and meets, it is understood, with his approval. 

You should accordingly address a note tp his Excellency, submitting ibe 
Memorandum as containing the terms which Has Majeaty's GovcmniOnt S« prepared to 
agree to in regard to the future control of the Mario, and inquiring whether the 
Liberian Government are prepared to accept them. 

Yon should add that His Majesty’s Government much regret that they are 
unable, in the tot instance, to offer this arrangement for a longer period Hum sis 
months. They have, however, reason to hope that the reorganization of the Customs 
service of the Republic, winch has now for some time past been in progress, is to ho 
extended, that a stricter control over the general finance of the country is to be 
in trod need, and that an efficient police force is to be created, Such further reforms 
would undoubtedly obviate the danger which must otherwise be guarded against, 
namely, that quantities of goods after evading the Liberian custom* duties would be 
smuggled into Sierra Leone across the Mano River frontier. Should Ills Majesty s 
Government, thcrefonat the end of this period ot six months perceive that the 
reforms in question have cither actually been carried out or that at any rate good 
progress was being made in the direction of their bring so, they would be happy to 
extend the period for which in the first instance they suggest that the agreement 
should be made. 

They tutist, however, in any case make all their reserves. In the event ot the 
Liberian Republic passing, whether actually in name or only virtually, under the 
control of any foreign Power, 

In that event the arrangement would lie considered as ipso facto ut an cud. 

I mil, &£. 

(Signed) W. LA N G LE Y, 
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T33134] So. 113. 

Foreign Office to Consul IValI ts, 

(A.) 

^ r a\ij“ ,ju d c\~ ti fi Foreign Office, November imj. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to trauflioit herewith copy of * draft 
Memomndum which lias been drawn op ns the result of a recent meeting with the 
President of Liberia at the Colonial Office.® 

It isitindmtood that Preaident Barclay is willing te lay the proposed Arrangement 
in regard to the readjustment of the boundary between Sierra Leone and Liberia before 
It Ul "‘ T f n Ljigislatuie^ and I am accordingly to request that you will submit this 
Memoruttdinn (m the terras of which Sir E. Grey concurs) to the President officially at 
the corliesL poiaildo opportunity, and a&o at the same time express the hope of Hie 
Majesty a Government that its forma may commend them selves to the Liberian 
Government 

Tl.e Memorandum on the subject of the Mano Hirer, which is refemd to in the 
accompany Ilia Mrummnilmt] ou the subject of the frontier, was sent to von in my 
despatch of the 22nd ultimo. J 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 



133134] 

Foreign Office to Consul IVatlis, 

III) 

(Confidential.) 

S,r ’ wrmw j- % Foreign Office, November 1 T 1907. 

H to ray preceding despatch, marked (A), respecting the: proposed 

readjustment of the AngJ^Libenfm territory, you arc to understand that, though the 
lmc therein proposed is that winch Ilia Majesty* Government would prefer to **■ 
adopted, they would at the same time not he unwilling, should the Libyan Govern* 
iiieiii 170 desire, to give up oven more in the triangular space between the MortO River 
and the present boundary than the Liberian* on their side would be surrendering to 
beui in the neighbourhood of Kaure Lihun. The extent of any such cession to Liberia 
aiust* however, largely dr pend on whether there is any evidence on tha part of 
the Liberian Govermnoni to enter seriously on the path of those reforms which were 
discussed while the President was m this country, 

I am, ic, 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 


[36248] No, 175. 

Cotontol Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 2,) 

S| j H 

r T , ljr ., Downing Street, November 1,1907, 

-I 7 : directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
■no 1 h]l October, inclosing a ropy from a despatch of His Majesty's Chared <LAffaires 
m Fansrespecting Hie recently concluded. Franco-Liberian Frontier Convention, 

nit ti regard to the communication to he made to the French Government on 
tim suhjoot o( the proposed readjustment of the Sierra Leone boundary, I nm to 
m.ike the Lollowing observations for tbs consideration of Secretory Sir E Grey - 

B. llic nnpottecl transfer of Fa Bunda’s territory from Liberia to Sierra Lerara 
would have tlm effect of substiiatmg an Anglo-French tor a Franco-Liberinn boundary 
2 «*«tifigAugto-lAbarian boundary ns far as the junction of the Makona 

v-lon) River with tlio Ma fossa. The interests of thu French Government in the 
matter are therefore considerable, and in view of this Lord Elgin would suggest that 
it would ho well to afford them the fullest information that can ho given As the 
1.5 iman Government* under the recently concluded Convention, have no rights over 
, Moa luyer, the Govern men L of Sierra Leone would acquire no such rig Ills under 
niv. proposed boundary arrangement. As, however, rhe- French declare that their only 


sc. m. 

















reason for biking the hank instead of the thalweg or this awl other frontier riven? is to 
facilitate policing, they might be prepared to adopt the thalweg as a frontier in the 
[igrtion of the river which won Id form the Anglo-French boundary, though they are 
unwilling to do no where it forms the FnmcwLiberian boundary, Lord Elgin concurs, 
therefore, in Sir F. Grey's prepotal to raise this point with the French, although it 
appears from a recent despatch from the Governor of Sierra Leone to ho doubtful 
whether the Moa, or anv of the rivers in that region, are navigable. 

L As regards the aiihstitutinn of the MeH River for the existing boundary of 
Sierra Leone between Tfffihicuindo mid the Mon Eiver T I + am to observe that the 
objection suggested in the fiide-rnrtnoFf inclosed in l\Fr. Lister s rtaspatch cannot he 
resrftrded as a serious one. The suggest ion in the oidc-mcmoPr is that the adoption nt 
this boundarv would take away from the French more territory than they would 
receive in return ; but [ am to point out tlutt. even if this should pro™ to be the case, 
the territory which they would give is only rt very small portion of what they have 
just acquired from Liberia, and that life Majesty'* Government have only suggested 
taking the Meli as the boundary because the adoption of such ft boundary would be in 
accordance with the very principles Enid down Ira the preamble to the Eranoo-Libenan, 
Agreement, under which they have acquired this territory, Lord Elgin would 
commend this consideration to Sir K- Grey’s most careful attention. He would 
suggest, further, that it should he explained to the French Government that I he 
disregard of tribal divisions which was shown in fixing Lhe existing eastern boundary 
of Sierra Leone has been the cause of constantly recurring frontier troubles, which 
have only been suppressed at heavy cost to the Government of wierm Leone, and, 
indeed, the proposal to adopt the Meli ns the boundary would have been made to the 
Liberian Government tong ago had His Majesty's Government not deemed it inexpe¬ 
dient to risk prejudicing the issue of the Fmueo*Liberian boundary negotiations by 
raising the question before those negotiations line) been drawn to a conclusion. 

fl 1 am further to inform you, with reference to tho penultimate paragraph or 
Mr. Lister’s despatch, that, in Lord Elgin’s view* the recognition and maintenance by 
them of the Chiefs who have been installed in the imns-Moa (or tmns-Makcmn) region 
is not only a matter of great moment to Sierra Leone, as well as to the country imme¬ 
diately effected, but is also one in which the honour of His Majesty T a Government is 
involved. These Chiefs wen* selected with the consent mid approval of the sub-Chiefe 
and people with a view to inaugurating a new era of peace and prosperity in place of 
the condition of armed unrest which hod prevailed under the rule of Chief Kafuca for 
some six years previously. This Chief had been a firebrand along the border, lie was 
responsible for much loss of life among the native* of the Sierra 1 -cone protectorate, 
and his raids were a constant source of anxiety and expense to riie Sierra Leoim 
Government, it is believed that, if Kotora is kept out of the country, | he existing 
state of affairs, which gives rich promise of agricultural prosperity* may be maintained 
under the Chiefs now in authority. If, on the other hand, he is allowed to return* Ids 
name and inti non cc are such that he would speedily obtain a Following, and the; old 
conditions of restlessness and violence would supervene. The Chiefs who, relying 
upon tho protection anjj assistance of II in Majesty's Government, hare succeeded to 
his authority would become fugitives from hi* vengeance, and the prmiigc of the 
British Government among the neighbouring tribes would suffer seriously )n conse- 
requeiicc. It would* in Lord Elgin's opinion* be ineonsintent with the friendly 
relations now existing between, Great Britain and Franco if Kafum or any of life 
followeiPH were reinstated, and bis lionl&hip trusts tha! Sir E. Grey will be able to 
secure that such a step will not he? sanctioned by the French Government, 

I arn, &C, 

(digued) K. L. ANTHOB08. 


[33133] No, 170* 

Foreign Office to Mestrs-' Erltmij ?r and Co. 

Gentlemen, foreign Office, November 13, 1S)07* 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that he has ha ! under his 
considcratiuti your letter of the 3rd ultimo, on the subject of the fresh arrangements 
which you state It baa now become necessary to make in connection, with rise Liberian 
louts of last year. 
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Sir E, Grey 1ms also carefully considered the draft letters on the subject from and 
to the I resident and to your firm* which you submitted to him at your interview hero 
on the 7th instant, and 1 am now to statu that with the interpolation of the words " in 
the same manner" between the word "will/* and the words “ take the necessary 
stops n in the proposed letter to ike President, he is prepared to accept these three 
drafts, tfint is to say, that if in due course he receives a letter from the President of 
Liberia in the terms of Iudosure (A) to this letter, bo will reply in die terms of 
Indus U re? ,11}, and will at tbo same time address a communication [g your firm in the 
terms of Inclnrture {<■), 

I am to inquire whether you accept this arrangement. 

* 1 am, Ac, 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


Inelosure 1 in No, J76. 

(A*) 

Proposal Letter from President Barclay to Foreign Office. 

FELLY reODgnmng the necessity of inspiring foreigners with confidence in our 
financial standing by placing our Customs under the inspection of European officials 
as was done by our National Legislature by the Act of 1006, now, m conformity with 
, 1 ’■ 1 ! ■ ■■ 1 1 understanding arrived at with the Foreign Office during my visit lo I jot i do u 
iti September 1907, and wilh the approval of my Legislature since obtained,! have 
rihr' honour to request thar Hie British Government shall continue, without any infri tige- 
monUif the sovereign nghaa of Liberia* to assist pur Republic in further organizing 
and developing our system of Customs. 

1 ptetto myself with the sanction of my Legislature that none of the European 
Customs ometab appointed upon the recommendation of the British Government shall, 
except as provided in tlic said Act, be removed, and* if removed, yhall be replaced in 
accord with the British Government, so long m any moneys shall remain outstanding 
nti the .cans- which have been or may be raised with tho cognizance of the British 
Government, 


Inelosurc 2 in No. 176* 

(B.) 

Draft Despatch from Foreign Office to President Harctay. 

Your Excellency, Foreign Office, November t 1907, 

I HAVE the honour lo acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 
■ find to state that His Majesty's Government are prepared, subject 
lo the cond.it ion a therein t*et forth, to continue lb n assistance given to the Liberian 
Government in the control of their Gusloms ^^rvimr-, and have the honour to add that 
tf for any cause the officiate for too time being in tho employment of I be Customs shall 
leave that service, His Majesty's Government will in the samo manner take the nece*- 
•^ary steps to fill up the vacancies so long as any moneys remain outstanding on the 
Customs Ujan of 1907, which 1ms been substituted lor the advance of 100,000b referred 
to in your Excellency's letter of the 6 th January, 100 ( 1 . 

Your Excellency will, of coixfise* understand that His Majesty's Government must 
Dial be regarded as having at present undertaken any obligation to extend this arrange 
menc in connection with any further loans which the Republic of Liberia might 
contract and bring to the cognizance of His Majesty's Government, 


[1778) 
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Inclosure 3 in Me. 176, 

(C.) 

Draft Despatch from Foreign Office to Messrs, Ertanger and Go, 

Gentlemen Foreign Office, November . 1007. 

1 AM'instructed by SseMtay Sir K Gray lo transit to you herewith 
of the correspondence exchanged between His Majesty * Government fnd U 
President of the Republic of Liberia in regard to the Oufitome Loan ol 19CL, which baa 
been substituted for the advance of 100,0001. made by you in t 9Uu, 


[376993 Noj m> 

Messrs. EHnnger and Co, to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 15.) 

20, BUkoptgate Street Within t London, 
November 14, 1007. 

WE beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday's date and its melo&uree 

re Liberia, with the contents of which we fully agree. 

Wq avail oursel ves of this opportunity to thank you far dm great courtesy extended 

to us during these negotiations, and FMTT K ERLANGER wo Co. 


[39198] No - m - 

War Office to foreign Office.—(Received Kvoemttr 19.) 

War Office, November 18, 1907. 

‘ WITH reference to jour letter of the 14th ultimo! tun commanded to inform you 
that arms and ammunition can he supplied to the Libenun Government at the 
following prices:— £ d 

Vtn worn bat fErvi« 4 bfe 80ft4adi Martini EnJield 
wWnts .. ►* *■ * *, 

fcwoni btywwUs p^ra less, tot wopteto ™nh ^ 

«M.tetu r »™- UB iti 0 -.;; v. :: " * » 

The cost of packs oca, freightage, &c„ would bo additional jo shove prices- 
1 am to add that instructions as to nupply will bo awaited before any farther 

action is taken by this Department 

. 1 am, etc. 

(Signed) B- H- BUADL. 


[36248] No ' m * 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Jffjftign Office, November 23* 11)07- 

h WITH reference to your Letter of the 2 nd instant, respecting the FrmWf 
Liberian boundary., I sin directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to transmit Iierewith, to 
be laid before the Secretary of State for the ColomcH, draft of a despatch that i in 
nrODOsed to address to IIis Majesty's Ambassador at Pans in tins connection, 
propose^ inquire whether the Earl of Elgin concurs m the terms of tins despatch, 

* I am, &c. 

* (Signed) W. LANGLEY* 


t 
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[ 30191 ] 


No. 180, 


Hr. Crommelin to t ft. Chr fee.—{Received November 28.) 


_ . _ , Nans Court, Bam Road, London, 

Dear M r, Clarke, . November 20 , 1907, 

1 HAY hi neon staying in 1 lie country for three days, or 1 would have written von 
earlier to give you some details on the h'ranco-Lilieriflii deli mi tot ion, which you 
expressed the wish to have in order to make a few notes of it, 

Whim President Barclay sailed for Liberia he left to me the lask of finding one or 
more Europeans to take charge of the delimitation mission on behalf of the Liberian 
Government. As you are aware, the French Government did not admit of any British 
or German subject taking charge of this mission, so f addressed myself to the Dutch 
Naval Department, and J have now engaged an officer of the Dutch navy, on half pay, 
Lieutenant S* P, L’Honors Naber, a very able man, who, besides having in 1903-1905 
mapped out the Bay of Beni, the Bay of Tomini, and iho South Coast of Borneo, being 
in command of a man-of-war, has for three years been professor of astronomy, 
meteorology, &c., at the Royal Institute for Naval Officers, *■ WilWsoord *' 1 He i**a 
thoroughly reliable man, and as assistant Lie takes a young officer of the Dutch naval 
reserve, Lieutenant I. J. Monet They intend sailing from Rotterdam on the 
2 It Li December, reaching Monrovia oil the Sth January. 

As ) ou mav be aware, the intention of the I 1 nench and Liberian Governments was 
to begin the delimitation on the Sierra I /scum side, from the spot where the Makona 
runs into Sierra Leone j but w hen I was in Paris bst week X was informed by the 
Government that they winked to begin the delimitation at the mouth of the CavaJly, 
iimshiQg by the Makona, as they feared some complications might arise between them 
atid the British and Liberian Governments, if they delimitated in that district 
before kmag tome to a JeBnite arrangement with the British Government at to tho 
proposed change in tlie line of frontier between tlic British mid French possessions 
above Kaure-Lakouju 

i have accordingly advisee! President Barclay of this, and expect ho will have 
no objection to this change, 

1 hope to corps and see you soon in order to ask you to be kind enough to give 
the two Duteli officers some letter* of recommendation tor tho Sierra Leone authorities 
™ hcl P «™d let their instruments, Ac,, through free of duty o* they 

probably will return from the hinterland via Sierra Jjcone. J 

* Believe, See, 

(Signed) J, 1 > + CllGMMELIN* 


[39159] No. ISL 

ITrrr Office to Foreign Office.—{Received November 28,) 

^ T . xr , . . , War Office , November 27, 1907. 

1 e ?! ^ 5y tho Army Council to acknowledge the receipt of your 

Jetter of the 16th instant, and, in reply, to acquaint you that they approve of the 
employment of Captain R, M. Cadeil, Mb Battalion East Surrey Regiment, as 
Commandant of the proposed police force in Liberia, ami he will be directed to place 
himself in communication with your Department, * 

He will be seconded from the date of ins embarkation from this country to take 
up his dut | efl r which It is requested may lie reported to this Department and will he 
entitled to no pay or gratuity from Army fund* in respect of sueli service. 

1 am, &<\ 

(Signed) ft. H, BE ABE* 










[303751 No. 153- 

Sir H + JoMon Sir Edward Grey.—(Ifecetw d November 29,) 

IS, Bifkoptgate Street Within, London, 

gjj.^ AWffnAfr 2S„ 1007- 

I HAVE the honour to communicate te you the test of an Agreement hetwefin the 
Republic of Liberia, Messrs* f?>nite Erknger and Co., and the Liberian Development 
CompAnv (Chartered and Limited), tine heads of which wore signed by President Barclay 
before he left England. The more formal document non irndoaed, which doe* not differ 
materially from the document drawn up and signed by President Barclay, wo* signed on 
behalf bf his Government by Mr. Usury ftaymaD, the Liberian Consul-General in 

This Agreement is now being taken out to Liberia by Mr, I. F. Urflbflni, General 
Manager of the Liberian Development Company* to lie submitted to the Liberian 
Legislature for ratification. 

I inclose two copies, as perhaps you may Judge it advisable to communicate thw 
Agreement to His Britannic Majesty** Consul in Li fieri a - 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JLL H* JOHNSTON, 


Inc loan ro in No- 182. 


Agreement. 

An Agreement made this 18th day of November* 1907^ between the Government of the 
Republic ot Liberia of the firat part, Messrs. Kmilc Eli anger and Co., oi 20 r 
Bisliopsgafce Street Within, m the city of London, bookers (hereinafter referred to 
as ** EH angers"), of the second part, and tho Liberian Development Company 
(Chartered and Limited) (hereinafter called " tlie Company 1 ) oi the third part. 

THIS Agreement being intended to vary the arrangements made by, and in part to 
supersede, an Agreement dated the 5th January, IfKMl* made between the Liberian 
Government of the one part and the Company of the other part, that Agreement 
(hereinafter called the Agreement of |U0fi) is for the sake of brevity to be deemed to 
lie recited in extengo herein. * 

Whereas the whole nf the Hum of 100,000/. mentioned in (he Agreement ot 1 0OO 
has been advanced by Krlungers upon the terms of a deed (hereinatter called the trust 
deed) made on the Uth March, 1008, between the Company ot the one part and 
Hrlangers of the other part* under which Erlangere are entitled to receive certificates 
representing the said 100,000/., secured ha there petitioned ; 

Aid whereas of the said 100,000/. the sum of 08,500/., or thereabouts, has been 
applied or expended in pursuance ot' the Agreement of 1006 nod the balance m standing 
to the creJit of the Company with Erlangera, tho &*0dOL to be applied in meeting 
obligations of the Slate of Liberia and the 25.000/, to be applied in extinguish mg 
Treasury notes of Liberia having been paid and applied on the 1st March, 1008 : 

Now it is hereby agreed and declared an follows i — 

l + The roads constructed or in course of construction by (he Company, aud all 
m Ate rials fur roads purchased out of the said 100,000/., the steamship ut present plying 
on (lie river ( l( 0ecd Pownoy "), and nil other properly, moneys, and effecls at .Monrovia 
in tho possession or under lb* control of the Company, acquired or resulting from Hie 
expenditure of money being port of the s-frid 100,000 j 1 . and the balance thereof now 
standing to the credit of the Company with Erlangers, amounting at ibe 2nd October, 
1007# with accrued interest, ic> 31*732/, 18*- M, and nil interest henceforth accruing 
thereon hire! I be made over and delivered to the Liberian Government, and ns from the 
2nd October, 1907, the Liberian Government will assume ail expenditure connected with 
the completion of “the road scheme ?J mentioned in Hie Agreement of 1006. 

2. The said balance of (he 100*0001 rtOw standing to the credit of t lie Company 
with Erl angora, with accruing interest thereon, shall he retained by Erin □ gens to the 
credit of the Company pending the approval of this Agreement by tho Liberum 
Legislature and the Company us hereinafter mentioned, and* until such approval is 
it bteined, shall be allied solely in meeting such liabilities ol the Company ms limy have 
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been incurred prior to the 2nd October, 10O7, and the current expenditure of the 
Company since that date in connection with the road and bank schemes aft may bo 
authorized by the Liberian Government acting through the Consul-General of Hie 
Republic in London, and, after such approval is obtained, tho balance shall he applied 
in carrying out “(he road scheme M anti * l tbe liank scheme" respectively mentioned in 
the Agreement of 1908. Such balance shah be drawn, ah ami when required for the 
purposes aforesaid, by drafts'on Erlangem at thirty days 1 sight to the order of Llie 
Liberian Consul-General for the time being iti London, now Mr- Henry 1 layman, 

3, The floating debt of the Liberian Government to the Company shall be 
cancelled and re teased, and the Company shall, on or before the 5 th day of January* 
1017, repay to the Liherinn Government Hie sum of 7,900/., part of Ihe said 100,000/., 
which was, with (he consent of the Liberian Government, applied in paying off the 
Company's liabilities to the 31st December, 1005, including the Company's do lien lures, 
with interest on such sum of 7,000/. as from the 2nd October. 1007, at the rate of C per 
cent, per nuMim, 

-1, The amount still owing by the Company to the Liberian Government in payment 
for its Charter (approximately 12,000/.) shall be paid upon the expiration of twelve and 
a half years from the 2nd October, 1007* with interest at the rate of 5 per cent, per 
annum, and, in the meantime and until actual payment* shall constitute a first charge 
upon the said Charter, which shall not lie transferred without the consent, in writing, oE 
the Liberian Government while any part of the said amount, or any interest thereon, 
shall remain imps id. The Liberian Government will give the Company a receipt and 
discharge for all money so far expended out of the said 100*000/,, the Company handing 
to the Government ail accounts and vouchers relating to such expenditure 

5. The Liberian Government will pay such a sum not exceeding 1,600/. ns may be 
required to satisfy the claims of prospectors and surveyors who were on the 2nd October, 
1907, in ihe Company's employment, and all maps* tools, drawings, and surveys which 
may be in the custody or within the control of the Company shall be delivered up in the 
Liberian Government, the Company being at liberty first to make and to retain copies 
thereof, provided that if any such documents shall be delivered directly by the holders 
to the Liberian Government, without passing through the hands of the Company the 
Government will forthwith supply lire Company with copies of the lame. 

6. It- being recognized by all parties that iho immediate liquidation of llm 
Company, which the arrangement herein set forth might entail, would be highly 
detrimental, and the Liberian Government desiring that the Company may complete 
its mineral ftsnvey and develop find turn to ud vantage the Con cessions conferred upon ir 
bv its Charter, Erl augers hereby agree, so long as the Liberian Government shall fulfil 
Ml its obligations hereunder, (a) not to call in or require payment of the sum of 1,800/. 
now- owing to them by ihc Company in respect of u Joan made to the Company ami 
paid by the Company te the Liberian Government until Hie 31st day of December, 
1012 ; and (6) funkier, if and so far ah may be necessary to avoid liquidation of the Com¬ 
pany, to advance to (he Company, on the security held for the said 1,800/., the further 
sum of 6*000/- by three equal yearly payment* ot 2,000/., the first payment to he made, 
if required, on the ratification of tills Agreement by (lie Legislature of the Republic ol 
Liberia and the receipt by Erlungers of line communication from Elis Britannic 
Majesty’s Foreign Office men tinned in danse 21 hereof, the whole of (lie said sura of 
0,000/., or so much thereof ax may be advanced, te be repaid to Erl angers, with interest 
at the rate of 4 per cent, per uiiiniiu, on the 31st day of December, 1912* 

7. Erlangen*, being cn lifted to Hie whole of the certificates originally proposed Co 
1)0 issued under Hie Crust deed, hereby release (lie Company Irum all claim to the 50 per 
cent, of the prufiU uf the Company theremuKr in order to enable tho Company more 
speedily to pay the money owing by it In the Liberian Govern meat, and Erlaiigcrs 
hereby waive their right to the unissued shares uf the Company. 

H, The Liberian Government will forthwith pay to E danger* Hie amount now 
payable under (he fitih clause of the Agreement of 1900 and tho (rust deed in respect 
of the year ended tire dlst March, L1JU7, which amount Erl anger* will apply in redeeming 
pro snnto bunds of Hre " Custom* Loan 11 hereinafter mentionud* and in accordance wi.Ui 
the redemption clauses governing Hie same, 

ft. The trust certificates originally proposed to be issued in respect of the 100,000/. 
Joan under the provisions of the trust deed shall not lie issued, and upon the issue of 
the bonds hereinafter mentioned the treat deed shall become inoperative and be 
cancelled and delivered up t>* the Company. 'Gw Liberian Government ahull assume 
the liability of the Company for the said 100*000/, loan, and will forthwith issue to 
Krlanger-s or their Nominees, bonds to bonier of the Liberian Itepublie (to he e.illcl 
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Customs Loan ") of such denoiiliMti'J" as Kriaarara may require for smnsJ 
, ' ! Hut iwirV lii’-irLik |r iniorest us trom the 1st January, 190 b* at t it 

JrTl: affUSSf a am charge Opoa tba *hole of the 

"It ,Use or recoil of fire J&KS 

t^KOHtoBMiire*e oute ^ ir« l)|B rBl iIicatidD of this Agreement by the 

of the lm “ “ to he 1 " i . *. ■ b | t so l!lc provisions hereinafter contained tor 

Legislature ol tlie Ropabl e o ” ™ d P h ..i,d» shall be in the form already 

S3f- Falangers, . no,, of ,hieh is appended 

ttr ta The BxeJ annual sum of 5,000/. ..or clause 11 of Agreement of 

J.yofl shall be bte^ft p^ded, U 

bonds Urcsentai the said 100,000/. loan shall have 

been redeemel oi FTid oK fond in redemption of the said bonds at 

10 ft ; c Vcet or in tVKbass of bonds in the market at any ,.r,ee loss than lOo per 

l„ 1 Fire ner cent, of the execs, over 50*0001. ol the revenue and receipts of the 
Libe^o G~e™ i™m costutna in each year, but so that tbs amount shall not 

txc “- {"*?n ttriwdit lixed annual sum of 0,0001. remaining after 
payment !hereout of the interest for the year on the bonds outstanding fo. the time 

u2; to be « out of ainhing fand in^cb ye« sW * 

it- >"*J prescribe, or purehaaed 
f,y and at the Ji" ration "of Brlnngers, their aueeoasors. or asargns. and all drawn and 
jmrchi^ed bonds slntd be cancelled^ ^ mj time give notice by advertisement in 

, J a iiiJ intfntion to redctffli the whole of the then tiatfitAnding 

^ - «» day (not being less than £ 

SStteJSk'ta- .he a— f of 

:IZ S London of a Agnized English bant, where the re.hrmpt.eu money w^l be 
paid, and in that the Uds at 

^intmstW^I' of !edcn.ption. Provided that as from the 
datc P eo fixed"for redemption all interest on the bonds shall cease, unless payment he 

refused. port of Monrovia stall be collceted by or under 

u, the ^ * f Customs. Out of the sums collected he 

Ind °rcmit to Erlangen** iheir successor*, or nflaigns. by qimrtcrly 

? h,il] rttftisi nn. C b the aOth Sept ember, mid the 3lst 

P«!S: Z Slrv vtr Zmwnws with the 31st March, 1908, the fixed annual 
Dtcember m uvt^ year, , |[ ar months niter the dose of the financial year 

burn of S.tJOOL* ir’.-h 1 -10* and of each succeeding fiducial year, shall further 
ending the 31*t M- M U -: ™ ™ 7t c ~ ni . of the excess of the whole 

T^^evt^nd receipts fro,., customs of the Uberjsn Uovernmcnt in respect ol 

such financial year over/,0.000/ but not ^“teT’th* Liberian 

11 ®trr”kf^r?hc s^Xo of 100,0001., f« shall be deemed 

truTcTfor the bondholders « .«U ^ relive 

"b“"rJemuncmliorduring the “thetibS 

over 50,0001. of tlm "Me , .4 he MCe.p^ ^ r ^ „„ MnrcS , 

2nrSSr-s t^m^srsL^zs. «r ;rt 

Monrorta. |^ ^ gf th( !(mn by t he Liberia.. Government under the power to 


redeem on three months notice hereinbefore contained shall not affect the fight of 
Erl&nger^ their successors, or assigns to continue to receive their remuneralUin during 
the remainder of the period fixed for the duration of the loan, but the Liberian 
Government may at any time after such redemption commute all future payment* of 
the remuneration by the payment to Eriongm, their successors, or assign/of a sum 
equal to ton time* the annual sum last paid to Erl angers, their successors, or assigns na 
remuneration, or 10,060/., whichever shell he the less, and on payment of Ruch stun the 
re mime rat in n of Erlangera, (heir successor*, or aligns nhall cease to he payable. 
Provided always that should the loan be redeemed before maturity and no commute 
tion bo made of the said remuneration payable to Er I a tigers, their successor*, or assign^ 
then fllrlangers, thoir sucee^ors, or assigns shall continue to receive the said remmicrft- 
tion for the remainder of the period fixed for the duration of Lhe loan as if the same 
had not been earlier redeemed, 

]fj, [n ease the cuatoma revenut: of the port of Monrovia shall in any year be 
inauiHcient for the payment of the said fixed annual mm of and of the two 

nn>ounts of ~j per cent, (each ]imitod to 2,0G1>/*) payable hereunder, the deficiency shall 
be a etnirge upon and he paid out of the to venues of other ports, which revenues shall be 
under the supervision ol the CiMotiia Inspectors hereinafter mentioned. The balance of 
the customs revenue and receipts of the Liberian Government shall, so tong as no 
default is made in the performance of its obligations hereunder, or under the hoods 
representing the said loan of lGO,OO0i., be at the absolute disposal of Lhe Republic of 
Lib erift, provided that they shall not be charged or anticipated, 

17. The payment ol the i>aid two rnnmmta of 5 percent, and 5 per cent,, each 
limited as aforesaid, shall he in substitution for and in discharge of the 10 per cent, of lhe 
surplus over 50,000/. of the customs which by the terms of the Agreement of 1006 ia 
expressed to he payable to' the Company. 

IE ni* Britannic Majesty's Government having officially informed the Company 
Hint it has taken note of the Agreement of 1900, and that it has uetatot under thft 
sixth danse of that Agreement and of the Act of the Legislature of the Republic of 
Liberia ratifying the same two European officials to perform the duties of Customs 
Inspectors amt l inaticinl Advisors of the Liberian Government ns described in the same 
clause, and that it uiEJ till up any vacancy arising in >.udi oftjce from lime to time unnl 
the Sititl 100,000/. loan has been redeemed or |>aid off with interest, the Uk rian Govern, 
merit-, in pursuance ofthe Agreement of J5M)C5, hereby confirms the appointments of the 
gent I emeu m selected and the powers and duties conferred tip on those gentlemen 
by the Mid Agreement and Act, and hereby undertakes to appoint any persons 
selected for appointment by His Britannic Majesty 1 * Government to fill any such 
vacancy, and to retain in office the persons selected and to be selected or appointed 
as aforesaid so long as the said loan shall not have been wholly redeemed or paid off 
with interest, nru:l also during the existence of ftn> olher loans which mny hereafter bo 
contracted by the Republic of Liberia with the cognizance of Eli> Britannic Majesty's 
Government. The salaries of the said officials shall he paid by the Liberian tiovern- 
metit, provided always that the likrifin Government shall not he required to provide 
anything in excess of 1,000/, per annum for the salary of one of such official&, or of 
flOOL per annum for the salary ofthe other. 

19. The Liberian Government hereby confirms its obligation not to enter into any 
arrangements which may impair the value of its customs revenues and receipts And 
not to reduce the import or-export duties without the consent of Erlangcrs, their 
successors f or assigns* and also hs obligation not to ksatie any paper money, but to 
maintain the gold standard and to require all dues and duiien lobe paid in gold, 

£0. This Agreement is subject to ratification by the l^giatuturc ol the Republic of 
Liberia, mid upon such ratification being obtained the President of the Republic will 
write to Ilia Britannic Majesty s Foreign Office a letter in tile terms of the draft set out 
in the Schedule hereto, and this Agreement i* also entered into by the Company subject 
to ihc ratification hereof by its shareholders at an extraordinary general meeting to be 
called for that purpose. 

31. The whole ofthe foregoing is dependent upon His Britannic Majesty s Foreign 
Office consenting to Com muni cate the above-men Boned letter when received to F Hangars, 
accompanied by a copy of lhe reply thereto, couched in tends similar to those of Sir 
Edward Grey's letter ofthe 30 th January, 1906, to the Company. 

22, Phc intention ofthe Liberian Go vommoRt in entering into this readjustment is 
neither to diminish nor'to enlarge the terms and condi I kins of the Agreement of IIXMj 
and the Act relating thereto* but to keep strictly nitliin rhe same so far as the loan 
of 100,000/. is concerned. 














»•, The title " HrlATigerB 11 mem. owl includes the present «"» j ^jg f*** 

constituted from lime to time find their "V'™??™emlL) fCharlc«d’ end 
the title “ th( Oomp*nV " mentis the Lihcriini Development Lomi»nj tv. 

Limited) find it* suefcMtfwa and assigns. , 

Aa witness tlie hands of— . . 

On heftwli of the lAbenan Of ™??!?aw 
(S igned) HENBY HAYMAN* 

fimile iirlM«or nnd Co., imil v PTB 

(Signed) Smile b. j> erlanglk. 

For the Uhe-rmn Development Company 
(Chartered and Limited), 

(Signed) Ms H. JOHNBTON, Mumpng Director. 

■Witnesses to all the said signatures— 

fSiimcd) AlfKRP Ueilbejit Bmjnwell, Solicitor, 

W J 16 , Serjc[JTlf - H Inn FM street, UniAw* 

L. Haymas, M o mh w nt . 

A Coleman Street, London. 


'/ft*? Srtwhilf* 

done by our National L^rinture by to London in 

verbal understanding Arrived at with the Foreign M ■ . # is*™put l have the 

se®?jss5igteiKftiw 

Customs SeUla appointed upon the Meoiowiendation ol h<.. .. renlaeed iti 

S?Tosh, which huve keen or ,m, be rsised with the cog-mzsncc of the R.it.J. 
Government. ___ 


Form of ptQpQBtd Bond, 


Tan Burr nine op Li aim a* 

CttS^HfA! Loan of 190 . 

Issue ef 100,0001. in bonds of 10O1. «»eh. mm, Wed 1 jo 
interest at the rate of « per cent. per anmnn as rem the Utjtu * ** Jit 

jearlj iiwtalmento on the itt Janusrj ,nnl tin t. } nmJe in^ursuanc- 

191S per cent, within i Imtf-five jeaw from Jhe . . w ' 1 ' 190 , 

of an Ad of the Legislature d the Republic at Liberia No. 

No, ,1001, 

The Sepubiic of Liberia will m fa ike bearer ef Ibis ^'^VcwXr'dnm 

ike conditiim* ihJoreed hereon, ami will fa ..:. 

meantime 3 jTSIll'S-l F->™W f -he ,■^‘V? 1 ”? JTS “t“ ™ £££ 

per cent, per annum ihercuu, or upon *o mnc*> there . j- n ‘ ¥ 

remain unpaid * by equal ball-yearly p*ynit-nU ™ thc * l * CSo^ild 

„f July in each year, in accordance with the caucus attached licnto. aim. neniy 

eh at i: in with the due payout of I he aaid 1 O 0 J and such mm* aim "dtr J » 
aforesaid the aholo or the revenue anil receipts of the ltepokiie Irmn 
luiverlht'leKH to the charge cron tod (hereon by such of the bonda ol tin. LsUinalLoJ 
7 'tremain extending. A ,.d ii » hereby dedared that ttm bond is iwl and 
will be held upon ami subject la ihc terra* at the conditions indorsed hcrean, *hit* 1 
shall be deemed pari at this bond, 

Giron ibis <*&y of 


, 190 , 
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Condition*. 

1, Tills bond k one of a series or 1,000 like bomb* numbered 1 to 1,000 inclusive, all 
of wfafeh are to rank pari passu upon the security qf the revenue and receipt* expressed 
to be hereby charged. 

2, The loan j* issued in pursuance of an Agreement dated the November, 

1007, and made between the Government of the Republic of Liberia of the'flirt part, 
Messrs. Emile Er linger and Co* of the second part, aud the Liberian Development 
tympany (Chartered and Limited) of the third part, to the benefit of which the holder* 
of the bond* of this issue are ro be entitled as if parties thereto, 

3, By the said Agreement the Liberian Government undertakes to remit to Messrs. 

Smile Erlanger and Co,, their suceeiiaers, or assigns, as agents for the loan, a fixed 
«itiuaJ sum of 6 ,(K> 0 /, per annum by quarterly instalments, and at the close of each 
financial year a per cent, of the excess over 5Q,QO0i of the revenue and receipts of the 
Liberian Government from customs for the year* but not exceeding 2,000? . in any one 
year, The biiknct available of those amne, after paying interest on the bonds for the 
time being outstanding, is to he applied to (be redemption by annual drawings at 105L 
per bond, or to the purchase in the market at less than 105L per bond of bonds of this 
issue, and the Liberian Government reserves the right at any lime to redeem the whole 
of the bonds then outstanding ct 105/, per bond on giving three calendar months 1 
previous notice of its intent ion m to do by advertisement in two London newspaper*. 

4, Each instalment of interest as it falls due will be pfiid to the bearer of ihu 
appropriate coupon on delivery up of the same, and payment of the principal sum and 
premium will bo paid to the bearer of the bqbd, which, if the payment be made 011 
redemption before maturity, must be accompanied by all coupons representing instal¬ 
ments of interest not then due. 

5, All money payable hereunder will be paid without regard to any equity or right 
of set oif betw een the Liberian Government mid the original or any intermediate holder, 
and will be paid nL the offices for rhe tunc being in Loudon of Messrs. Emile ErJanger 
aud Co,, thfllr successor^ or assigns, and the delivery of ibis bond and of each of the 
•aid coupons shall be ft good discharge lor the principal money and premium, or, as [lie 
ease may he, for the mubUment of interest therein respectively specified, it being the 
intention that thh botnl shall he negotiable and |>asw by delivery. 

This bond U to be treated as negotiable for ull purposes. 


Farm of Coupon, 

Tits lb; public ov Ltukkia- 

CuxtQM 4 Loan of 100,000/. 

Bond No, * Interest Coupon Na 

For BL, halt-year's interest due this day of 19 , and 

payable in Loudon at ihe offices of Messrs. Emile Erl auger snd Co. (less income tax). 


L39435] * No. 183. 

,l/r r Johnson la Mr* Clarke,—'[Rweived November 3J0.) 

(Private,) Department of State, Monrovia, 

Dear Mr. Clarke* Novtmher ] 5 , 1(107. 

M E have arrived homo, and are gradually auttlingdown to w f orh and endeavouring 
to get our people to accept gracefully the Franco-Liberian Treaty, and the Agreement 
wUli Etbnger and the Development Company, and up to the present they generally 
seem content and quiet. 

The employes of the Development Company are noting most ^hnbhiJ 3 T , secreting 
arid making away with moneys uad effect* of Government,.and carousing and apreemg 
eoustnntly. Sometimes they visit the French Consul, who lives next door to my 
house, and he, after getting them intoxicated, ohm ins all the information possible* 
from thorn, mid reports the same to the French Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
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One of those letter, posted at Dakar, Ml into my lumds about a fortnight ago- 
It was a report on tiro innuen.cn exercised by the English through Hir Harry tiud tlio 
Development Company, not always to the best interest of Liberia, and stated that 
President Barclay, originally from the Bermudas, was completely under the influence 
of the English, 

I am nfraid that the fictions of the Development Company and of its; employes 
will give a death-blow to English influence for some years, 

Wc visited Sierra Leone on cur voyage nut, and were officially received by the 
Governor and Council and by the MnnicipflJity of Freetown, 

The Governor’s attitude was decidedly hostile, and somewhat ™™< H® gave us 

to understand that Liberia and Sierra Leone hod no interests in common. I believe 
that you are interested in Liberia, Find are ns friendly disposed towards her as is 
possible under the eireorostance. I am therefore doing all that is in my power to 
get our people to make the reforms suggested by you, 

A letter from ypu would bo appreciated. 

Let me thank you for the courtesy which yon extended to President Barclay and 
myself during our stay in London- 

Youra sincerely, 

(Signed) P. E. It, JOHNSON. 


T394341 


No. 164, 

President Barclay to Mr, Clarke .—(Beflriretf November 80.) 


(Personal.} Erreufirs Mansion, Monrovia, 

My dear Mr. Clarke, November 16, 1007* 

I REACHED home on the 17th October, and was received in the mosi pleasant 
wav by my jjoopli?, who wore sincerely pleased to have me hack. My Report on the 
visit to Europe was laid before my colleagues the next day. It was. as complete as 
possible. All documents of an official character, reports of conversations and exchange 
of views, were annexed thereto. 

I reatet to state that my visit to Sierra limits led to no result. Mr, l rohyit 
intimated that he considered tltAt. there worn no interests in common between Lite via 
and Sierra Leone. E ecu Id not get him to talk at all. A reference to frontier 
troubles was met by the remark that it was "a more detail."’ The Governor seemed 
in a state of suppressed irritation, He was* however, as became an official of Ins 
rank, studiously polite and courteous in every way, I am afraid I hat. Sieri'n 
Leono nnd Liberia, willing or unwilling, are going to hare a good deal to do wilh 
each other. 

The Memorandum on the Ditchfield Case in in the on limp uf preparation. ! lie 
last- complaint, made to me in London, that Ditch field ban been, imprisoned, weis 
entirely untrue, You wore then in Copenhagen, and Air. Mallet requested that 1 
should' telegraph ordering his release, which I did before going to Fnri*. 

Thf mattes we discussed in London arcs iu progress. The Legislature meets ihe 
first Tfcek in December. I sen that M, Binger tins retired from the direction of 
African affairs at the French Colonial Office, We are hating quite a discussion with 
the French Consul over the alleged trade in arms of precision. 

Trust you art? keeping fit. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Alt THU It BARCLAY, 


[30150] No. 185. 

Foreign Office to Comml FFaf/i*. 

g,ji+ h ForeignOfficOt December 6, IDOL 

l AM directed by Secretary Sir lh Grey to transmit to you herewith a copy of 
n tetter Horn the Bar Office, ‘ 11 stating that the Army Council approve the employment 
of Captain K. M. i’adkll as tom naan dant d the proposed Liberian Police force. 


* Scn. iiti, 


You should inform the President of Liberia in due course of Captain Gadell * 
selection, 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 


[400161 


No. 186. 


Colonwi Office to Foreign Office*—{Received December 6,) 


Sir, Downing Street, December A 1007, 

1 AM directed by the Bari of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your Jotter of 
the £3rd ultimo, regarding the Liberian boundaries, and to request you to inform 
Secretary Sir E. Grey that be concurs in the terms of the draft despatch to His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Paris inclosed therein. 

1 am, Ac, 

(Signed) It, L ANTKOBU& 


[40016] No. 187, 

Sir Edtrnrd Grey to Sir 1% Iierfie. 

(No, 64 Africa.} 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 10, 1007. 

WITH reference to Mr. Lister's despatch No. 40, Africa, of the 2 nd October East 
respecting the recently concluded Franco-LiheHan Convention, I have to request that 
your Excellency will address a note to the French Government, expressing to them the 
ill finks of His Majesty's Government for thojr courtesy in comm Lin Seating a copy of the 
it bove-ii Eimcd Con vention. 

In return, your Excellency should transmit to the French Government the copy of 
the Anglo-Liberian Agreement of 10011 herewith inclosed/ in accordance with the 
request to this effect made by 11 iu French Ambassador at this Court in July Inst; the 
nsflont of President Barclay to HIh Majesty's Government complying with this request 
was only recently obtained when Ids Excellency was in this country. 

Your Excellency should add that His Majesty's Government are happy to lake lid? 
opportunity of informing the French Government that they are entering into negotia¬ 
tions wilh the Liberian Government for a readjustment of the Anglo-Liberian frontier 
on the basis of natural Features. These negotiations if carried to the conclusion His 
Majesty's Government desire would have Hie effect of substituting an Anglo-French for 
el Franco-Liber in ei boundary from the existing Angle* Liberian boundary as far as the 
junction of the M&kotiA (Mod) River with Uic MAfesaa in the same way that the recent 
Franco-Liberian Agreement substitutes an Atiglo-French frontier for an Angto-Liberian 
frontier for a considerable distance to the north of the Moo, This territory, which His 
Majesty's Government are desirous of i^corpmating with Sierra Leone, has, as a matter 
ot fact, been occupied for some years past by British troop h, au occupation which (os tin? 
French G overnment are aware) was only undertaken because this course was the only 
one which it w*s found would secure the main ten mice of order in these parts. If the 
arrangement in question, which includes n considerable cession of British territory lovrei 
down to Liberia, is concluded with (lie Liberian Government ]< j, obvioun that these 
latter, having no rights under the recent Franco-Liberian Agreement over the Moa 
River, could not cede any rights over it. His Majesty’* Government Qh.-jci've, however, 
tlmt the French Government have made the left bank of this river the frontier instead 
of the thalweg apparently merely with a view to il provenir tente diffteulte ccincernant la 
police dc* cauxj" and an no suds difficulty would mine in the event of Englbh territory 
belli^ substituted for Liberian on the left bunk of the river in question, Ills Majesty's 
Government trust that, in such an eventuality the French Government would agree to 
make the thalweg of the river the boundary for such part of its course as would become 
the boundary between the English and French possession;!. 

With regard te I he substitution of the Midi River for the existing boundary of 
Sierra .Lcoilc between Tcmbieiimio rind the Mori liivcr, your Excidlcncy should observe 
that, while tho French Government express themselves as being quite ready to consider 
any proposals that may be made in thin direct bin, they consider that " Pud option d*un 


An^lcH-Lilxiuih AjfTvuiflerjt, I "JUS. 












paml tractf nftrabisc devoir enlevcr nut poMWSionB Fron^niaes un territmrc plus wnai 
Sable cnie eelni'qin k»r serak aitribu* On compensate™, 1 ' ft Mem* cnlfivuLt to 
pronounce with my certainty whether such ia or ia not the case in the abaeiiw joy 
really antIwritAtjvu map of the district, hot even should it prove to be bo In- Majea-tjs 
Government hope that thin will not be an insurmountable objection m the eyes of the 
French Government to the proposed exchange. Bin Majesty a Government have only 
Hugeeetcfl the Mcli as the mw frontier because they have tound that tbe disregard ot 
tribal divisions which was shown in lixint: the existing OWteni boundary of Sierra Leone 
has been the cause of constantly recurring frontier troubles* "j»ch have only been 
suniwsRcd nt heavy cost to tbe GgjurnirieDt of Sierra Leone ; and indeed, Lin propel! 
to adopt the Mali as the boundary would have been mule to the Liberian Government 
knEftaohftd His Majesty's Govern moat not deemed it inexpedient to rah prejudicing 
the issue of the Fnmoo-Liberian boundary negotiations by raising the quest lou before 
these negotiations had been drawn to a conclusion. 

Moreover* the principle of utilising natural features for boundaries* the ndvantages 
of ivhich have tong been universally recognised* has received a new consecration by the 
preamble of the Franco^LSfeertan Agreement under discussion. 

Hie Majesty's Government hope therefore that they may find the brench Govern¬ 
ment wilting cm further consideration, to defer to their wishes in the matter, not only 
in view of the great mutual advantages which they arc sure would be toned to “■ 
but also of the fact that even if the neighbouring French L'olcuy «ere lo lose slightly 
over the exchange sucli n loss could scarcely be perceived in face_ot the very largo gam 
of territory which has resulted from the recent Franco*Liberian AgreemenL Hi* 
Majesty's Government moreover think that they have an especial clum to consideration 
fl 1 the hands of the French Government in this matter as English troOpK arc already 
actually in occngHUion of the territory ceded by the Liberians and will in cnnseijueiice of 
that cession have to retire from a district where they have now been for a conquerable 

Your Excellency should conclude by saying that His Majesty's Government 
toko note with pleasure: of the assurances given by the French Government m regard to 
the Kirai Chiefs They deal re, however* to point out that the recognition and nrnin- 
lain once by that Government of the Chiefs who have been instnUol in i he frans-Moa 
for Trans-Maker a) region it iv,t only r matter of great, moment to Stem Leone, as *cll 
aa io the country immediately affected, but is alse one in which the honour ot ^ 
Majesty's Government is involved. These Chiefs were selected with the consent and 
aihiiroval of the sttb-Chi*fs and people* with a view to inaugurating a new era ot peace 
and prosperity in place of the condition of armed unrest which had prevailed under the 
rule of Chief Kafura for some »ii years previously. This Cbiet hud been a firebrand 
along the border. He ues responsible for much loss of life among the natives m ibe 
Sierra Leone Protectorate, and his raids were a constant source of anxiety and expeuM- 
to the Sierra Leone Government, It is believed I bat, it Kafura Is kept mit oi luc 
country, the exLring *Ute of aflhinr* which gives rich promtte of agricultural prosperity, 
inav be maintained under the Chiefs now in authority. If, on the other hand* he is 
allowed to return, his name and influence arc such that he would speedily obtain a 
following, and the old conditions of restlessness and violence would supervene. J he 
Chiefs who, relying upon the protection and assistance ot His Majesty * Government, 
have succeeded" to his authority, would become fugitives from hie vengeance, mm tin* 
prestige of the British Government among the neighbouring tribe* would suiter 
seriously in consequence. They hope (hai in these circainstancesi the Ftencli Govern¬ 
ment will concur with them in thinking that the reinstatement ol Katun; or any of his 
followers would have a very serious effect, not only on the progress, hut the peace itsetl 
oi the district in question, and should therefore be avoided. 

I an* sc. 

(Signed) K. GREY* 

[39434] No. 133b 

Mr, (Jiarke to President liar day, 

M y dear Mr. iWdunt, Foreign P fic*, December 11, 1UJ>7> 

MANY thunks for your Ewelleucys letter of the JtStli ultimo* from which 1 w 
very glad to learn that you had safely readied home again attar nil your travels, autl 
had had ft warm welcome hack from the cl listens of ilia Republic. 
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You did indeed lose no time in laying the results of tout journey before your 
colleagues. Your Excellency does not absolutely say so in so many words, hut I 
gather from the tone of jour remarks that you found your report was favourably 
received. [ am glad to think this is the ease. You know how much I wish to see 
your country strong and prosperous and 1 feel confident that* if she sets out on the 
ptfi indicated in the record of our conversation at Poling, she cannot fail to 
become so. 

Tlm Only bud piece of news in your letter is that concerning the apparent want of 
cordiality in your reception at Sierra Leone. I oee you say that Mr. Probyn seemed 
m n state of “ suppreyed irritation," and this confirms the report t had heard to the 
J™* tha V ie ; lias ™ foffenng much lately from his health. To this I feel sure is 
to Ik* ascribed the unsatisfactory nature of your reception. As vou say* there is no 
doubt that Sierra Leone and Liberia lC are going to have a good Ileul to do with each 
other, and your Excellency knows that, as far as the British Government are 
concerned. they are disposed to do everything they can with a view to making that 
" good deal profitable to both parties. s 

vi ? Ir ' Bi ?™ au cain * m © the other day. I gathered from what ho said that 
V.? 1 ,, not think the proposed arrangement about the Mono Liver a success, 

instead 3S ^ ‘ t lG COSfi ' please let us know his objections, as also what he proposes 

All ray best wishes For Christmas. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. W CLARKE. 


[3943a] 


No. 189. 

Mr, Clarke to Mr L Johnson. 


Lear Air Johnson* Foreign (Mfre, December 11* 1907. 

J mucl1 obhgod for your Excellency's letter of the 15th ultimo. 

T am toft terry to hear your account of the proceedings of the agents of the 
development Company. I trust that when you have had time to make fuller inqturv 
you Will find that matters are not really »q bad as you had at first feared 

Til any ease, I feel sure you will do your best to prevent the incident having a bad 
eJteeton fhe groi relations now so happily subsisting between cur two countries, 
relations whieh I feel sure if they continue cn the lines we are both agreed tber 
should take, cannot fail of l>emg productive of much mutual profit, 

lam ve r y sorry to hc^irabout tl i c Go vefnOr of B ire Leone. I undera (and* I lovem 
that fie has been Buffering lately front very bad health, and to tins certainly must bo 
Excel]mev 6 * 1 ^ u T J P areilt wmi of cordiality in his riweptiom of the President and vour 

Very many good wishes for Christmas. 

I have, 

(Signed) A. \V, CLARKE. 


140802 ] No. UK), 

Colonial Gjfice to Foreign Office, —(Received December Id.) 

I III; I ndor-Sccretary ci-f State for the Colonies presents hiA compliments to the 
L ndos Secretftry of Slate tor Foreign Affairs, and in directed by the Secretary of State 
to irnnnfiut, for tlm information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, with reference to the 

oC the 19th 4 ™ 

Doming Street, December 12, 1907. 


[1778] 










Inclosure 1 in No. 100, 


Governor Probyn fo the Earl of Elgin. 

(Telegraphic.) [Brawued October 10* 1007,1 

PRESIDENT of Republic inform? mo that he intends to pay n visit to me for 


two hours rn route for Monrovia. Arc there any negotiation* to be conducted by me 
with him ? I have not received any Confidential despatch from you indicating policy 
of Ifia Majesty^ Government, (as to) questions under consideration. Do you wish 
ceremonial prescribed by Queen's Regulations Nos. 78 and C"> should ba observed on 
the occasion ? 


ludosuw 2 m No. 190. 

The Earl of Elgin to Governor Probyn. 

(Telegraphic.) Downing Street, October 12, 1007. 

IN answer to your telegram 10th October, negotiations with President of 
Republic as to Mane River and Fa Bunda's territory have been conducted here, and 
result will be communicated to you by post. Meanwhile you should discuss wit it 
President in a friendly spirit end with due regard to mutual interests of Sierra ijeone 
and Liberia any questions except those above mentioned. President should be given 
seventeen guns and guard of fifty rank and file. 


Inclosure 3 tn No. 190. 

* 

Governor Probyn to the Earl of Elgin, 

(Confidential.) Germunenf House, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, November 16, 1907, 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose copies of two letters which l have received Irern 
Lieutenant and Commander Colm Mac Lean, His Majesty's ship '■ Dwarf/' dated the 
14th Norember, respecting the position oi affairs in Monrovia, In the one letter it is 
stated that President Barclay, through the Secretary of State for the Republic of 
Liberia, has made a representation to Lieutenant and Commander MacLean that he 
was received. in Sierra Leone with a salute of seventeen guns only. 1 do not propose 
taking anv notice of the representation* an the salute was fixed by your Lordship, 
From the other letter it appe ars that President Barclay is faced with an opposition, 
chiefly on the ground of his alleged pro-British sympathies. This situation points to 
the wisdom of your decision, communicate I in ymir Confidential despatch of the 
18th October* 1907, that it would be unwise for a British_man-of-war to he at 
Monrovia on the occasion n|‘ Fresident Barclay’s return. The situation, however, also 
shows that there is some foundation for regarding the position of President Barclay 
as insecure, which w as the main reason why I seat cay telegram of the 19th September 
to you, 

% Lieutenant and Goanuander MacLean also alludes to the unpopularity of the 
Development Company. His report upon this subject is fully borne out by letters 
which I have received from Mr. Acting Vice-Consul Ring. I have been informed by 
passengers who travelled Irom England on board the same ship with President Barclay 
flint the latter spoke openly in terms of resentment against the Development Company 
and the Rubber Company. Assuming that there has been no misunderstanding with 
respect to those conversations* it indicates that both President Barclay and the Oppo¬ 
sition are united on this one point. 

I have* &o. 

(Signed) L, PROBYN. 


Inclosure t in No. 190. 

Lieutenant-Commander MacLean to Governor Probyn * 

Your Excellency, ' £ Dwarf,” at Sierra Leone, November 14, 1907, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that on calling on the Secretary of State for the 
Republic of Liberia on the 9th instant 1 was informed by him that President Barclay 
wished to represent through me to the Government, Sierra Leone, that he was received 
on liis arrival at that plane with a salute of seventeen guns instead of a salute of 
twenty-one guns which he expected to receive ns the Representative of a Sovereign 
State. 

I have* &c, 

(Signed) COLIN K. MacLRAN, 


Incloeure 0 in No* 11)0, 

hioitfenatit- Commander MacLean to Governor Probyn. 

Your Excdlency l " Dwarf,” at Sierra Leone * November 14, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I arrived at Monrovia on the 8th instant, ami 
cm the following morning 1 sent a message on shore per boarding officer to inform 
Mr. President Barclay that 1 should pay my official call at 4'30 r.M. that day. 
Consequently I proceeded on shore at to« time, having received no message, either 
verbfd or otherwise, and was received by the Secretary of State, Mr. Fred Johnson* 
who informed me that the President could not receive me that afternoon, and stating 
lie wag surprised that no official letter had been sent in with reference to my proposed 
visit to the President of Liberia, 

Mr,^ Johnson stated tfcinl. the President was out of town—this was not the case. 
Ho also informed me that the President was upset about his reception at Sierra Leone! 
which has been made Hie subject of a separate letter* but I beg to submit to your 
Excellency that* En tny opinion. President Barclay did not receive tnc solely on 
account of internal political dissension, he being afraid of being considered pro-British 
by his Cabinet. 

Regarding the general outlook in Monrovia, 1 have not the slightest hesitation 
in stating that the general political feeling is distinctly anti-British, many small points 
beni”- seized on and held up (fV., the reception at Sierra Leone) to try and create* 
public feeling against Great Britain, 

As regards foreign affairs in Liberia, [ think tho following details will bo of 
interest to your Excellency, 

I have seen o letter from the French Vice-Consul to President Barclay stating 
that Lomax (?) was on no account, to be allowed to go near the new Frenci/fronf ier, 
aud demanding Ids recall to Monrovia, also that the French Govern meat consider the 
Republic of Liberia responsible for the death of Doctor Voh, and that they would 
shoot the said Lomax (?) on being sighted by tho French troops on their frontier. 

As regards the affairs of the Development Company* X ant informed that the 
Liberian Government has seized the remainder of the fundi originally raised for the 
working of the said Company, 

The present representative of this Company is a Mr. Munford. He informed 
mr that he huh in a very difficult position as regards monetary matters, and that his 
Company was practically at a standstill on this account. Ho has a considerable 
number of Europeans (about twelve) in liia employ. I believe these have been paid 
their salaries, but I fancy that considerable difficulty will be experienced as regards 
their passages home. 

It came to my notice through Mr, Acting Vice-Consul Ring that some of tho 
Mcndi hoys (about twenty in number) working for the Development Company hud 
been shipped by Mr. Fraukc, the agent of tho German house* Messrs, VYiectew and 
Helm, to Kaineruu, for service at Kribi. These Mcndi boys' Agreement had not 
expired, i therefore interviewed Mr, Munford, who stated that it was done entirely 
without tils knowledge. 

As 1 found that a further batch of approximately twenty Mendis who are 
unemployed were living on tho German Company’s premises, with a view, I believe, 
to another shipment, I took the precaution of cautioning Mr, Frtinkc, Mr. Munford, 







and the Headman attached to this gang, alfco the Liberian Shipping Master and 
Labour Agent, that they would be considered responsible if these boys were actually 
shipped. 

I beg to point out that by the shipment of these hoys to Kamerun as Liberian 
subjects the Liberian Government are the gainers by It. per head for hoys shipped for 
labour, and that the German Company get approximately the same per head, and the 
Development Company save the cost of the return passage to Sierra Leone of the boys, 
viz., 1G*. per head. 

I would further point out to your Excellency that these boys can still be stopped 
landing at Kamanin, as the steamer by which they sailed, “ Frieda Woernmnn/ J will 
not arrive there till the 20th November, 

The result ef my investigations on this point was that Mr. Munford knew more 
about this matter than he oared to admit, and that Mr. Franke (who stated that he had 
already boon in communication with you) also knew that the boys he was shipping 
were British subjects. Mr. Franke also told me that 75 per cent, of the boys he 
shipped, as Labour Agent for the German Government, were British subjects who 
came over the Mano Fiver from the flherbro country, and that they were still 
coming in. 

In conclusion I should like to point out that there is a great anti-British feeling 
in Liberia, which, in the opinion of the white residents, Hritisli and foreign, will come 
to a head after the meeting of the new Legislative Assembly about the beginning of 
December* President Barclay being involved as being too pro-British. 

I was asked by Mr. Munford, of the Development Company, to remain at 
Monrovia, as several of liis employes 1 lives had been threatened, lie also said he had 
information that when the next Legislative Assembly met there would be 
considerable disturbances in Monrovia, and that, his Company would proliably be 
the object of attack by a section called the ** Young Liberians. 1 ' I believe he is 
forwarding a letter to me for your Excellency by a steamer arriving on Sunday next, 
the 1 7th instant. 

Relations between the American Minister and the Liberian Government are 
considerably strained, the President refusing to receive him on account of his having 
committed adultery with the wife of a Liberian official. 

As ** Dwarf s programme date for leaving Sierra Leone for the north is the 
21 et November, i should bo glad if your Excellency would inform me whether 
the subject of this letter ought to alter the movements oT His Majesty's ship under 
my command. 

1 have, iSc, 

(Signed) COLIN K. MagLEAH. 


[40868; No, 101. 

J/r, Lister to ,S J ir Ediottrd (?r ^,—-[Rtctived December 1 .) 
No. 5$. Africa.) 


£ 


lT i Paris, December 11 t 1007, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day addressed n note to the 
French Government in the sense of your despatch No, fid> Africa, of the 10th instant, 
respecting the Liberian Frontier Convention. 1 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) REGINALD LISTER, 


o 


Nut pritiU'd- 
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